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Te This report cwers two periedss 4 Nov-15 Nev and 15 Nov-26 Nov 1965,
Fach pericd of time will be dipdussed as a peparate eperation. '

4. Operation HITCHHIKE,
b, Date ef operations 4~15 Nev 1965,

o -Lecation: See FRAG 0 29-65 (HITCHHIKE) Hq. 24 Bde,

. y .. L
4+ Commend Hqses Hq 24 Bde, 16t Air Cavalry Divisien,
.e;_ Reportiqg Offiéera Lte Col_FTederic Ackerson,
- fu Task Organization: : ' _ R
ORGNIC . ATLACHED OFERATICNAL CONTROL
. HHC 1/5th Cav B 2/5th Cav (4-8 Nev) D1/9th Cav
A ‘1;/5-th Cav .. ) Sad _545131’1 MP Co. . T :
B 1/5th Cav Two Tesms, 54th Inﬁf(PPde)

C 1/5th Cav. Team, 10th-RRU
. D 1/5th Cav : TR

1 & Supporting Forces: 1/77th prty wesiin DS with prierity of fires to
l/5thh¢avfthr9ughout.the period., Several_airstrikes‘were'utilized'on a preplan~
ned basie to interdiot ensmy targebs .derived from informants, interrogations
and hot siotsHrep0rtedrhymlnfrgired missions. Twelve sorties were flown on 13
and. 14 November on the latter type target in grid squares BR653% and BR6534. No
post strike analysis was fessible by elements of this command. o '

‘he  Intelligence: The intelligence informastion gained for the area
of operations was timely and sdequate. The best source of information on enemy
locgtions ‘and activities was ebtained by daily liason between the Battalion Sw~2
and pg§sonnel-at the Binh Khe District Headquarters. (8ee Inclosure 1, Thtelle
igence). L : ‘ : T :
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: k. Execution: 1/5th Cav moved by air and surface transport to re-
lieve 2/5th Cav in sector on 4 November 1965. Strong p01nts were established
along Route 19 with two rifle companiess

' (1) Uo A 1/5th strong pointed the eastern approach sector of the
D0 BANG mountaln range, and was given a daily requirement of conducting a
contaot patrol to the location of the 1/77th Btry located in VINH THiRH Valley.

‘ (2) Co B 1/5th established a company patrol base south of the
HCK Bn base at Coordinates BR668398 and conducted staturation patrol operations
and nlght dmbushes from this location until 8 Nov when it assumed the mission
- of security to the artillery unit in Vinh Thanh Valley,

(3) Co C l/5th was assigned the mission of securlng the DEO MANG

l

Pass.
(4) Co D l/5th operated from the Battallon base (Coordinates

BR685417) in general support of operationa.

(5) Co B 2/5th secured one Btry of Arty at Coordlnates BR632542,
and conducted daily contact patrols with the CIDG Camp and platoon size air
assault operations in VINH THANH Valley until relieved by Co B 1/5th on 8 Kov.

1. Resultss During:this perlod 1/5th Cav captured 54 Viet Cong
Sugpects, killed 2 VC (Body Count); captured one 57mm recoilless rifle, four
rifles .apd a coneiderable amount of small arms ammunition. Friendly forces
suffnrbd four W.I.A,

.. m. Admistrative Matterss The Battalion was resupplied by both air
and surfaoe transport during the operation, No particular problem areas were
noted. :

n. Commanders Analysis:

(1) Although the overall operation amd mission objectives were
_achleved the inability of U.S. Armed Forceas to require District Chiefs to
" participate fully in route security was unfortunate. The cemmander of the
local Popular Force Unit at Binh Khe should have boen required to assist in
the security of bridges at nighte.

(2) Forward support elements. of fér an excellent target to the
VC since all types of logistical activities occurs in this location. In spite
of this, there appears to be a lack ef 1nterest by such units in security
operations..

Os Recommundatlons,

(1) That all forces along a route be plaoed undor OF CO of a
unit given the responsibility of route security.

(2) That Forward Support, elements be cautioned oonoernlné organ-
ization of Forwerd ‘Support Elements, location in respeet to the local defensive
perimeters and ooordination of thelr operatllns w1th the security forces in
'the arvea of opsrationg. ‘ -

-bn 15 Nav 65 1/5th Cav wos alcrted for 1mnmd1ate relief of mimsions
along Route 19 and deployment to Pleiku.  Thie portion of the report is related
to the meve and smbsequent opgratlon thru 261745 Nov 65 when the Battallon

returned to An Khe.

as 'Oporatlons Silver Bayonet 3 (}LLILU - PIEI ME Area)
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hi Iﬁfalligénbes See Inclesure 2,

is Missions (ertton only.  Se¢ para’ 2k for addltlonal oral’ m1891ons)
(1) Hq 2d Bdo, 15 Nov 65
(a) 1/5th Cav relicved of securlty HVY 19 East of DuO MANG Pass
by ROK Cav Regt. effective 1 15 1200 mov 65,
{(b) .Relioved of 80|ur1ty of DEO MANG lhss and VINH THANH Valley
BLT ;2;500 Lov 1 6 .
_ T (¢) Love to STADIUL: (Vlc FIET NE) by alrcraft ‘and truck, Upon
arrival attached to 3rd Bde.
' (2) Nov 65 upon arrival bL‘AJ)IUTI (Catacka, RVE (.dAl97§A].2) Hq 3rd Bde
Ti) "1/5%h Cavs Bde reserve.
_ ; Irovide one (1; Co for Arty seourity L7 FALCON. )
E Provide one (1) -Co for Arty security 1Z. NAOOL/COLUMBUS.
(d) Fatrol in STADIUM area within 35 grid line North, 31 grld llnL
- South; 16 grid line West and 22 Grid line East.
(e) Recon IA Drang River Valley fr YAB810076 to YAB60054 for 1Zs
for p0551ble committmont as blocking force on _I or 18 Nov.,
(3) 17 Hoy 65, Hq 3rd Bdes 5
a) Conduct search and destroy operations in ares RUTICK.
Ei Sceure Arty in COLULBUS with one company . '
(4) 19 Nov 65, Hg 3rd Bdes
a) Continue asgigned operational missions.
Ei. Deteched 3rd Bde eff 201200 Nov 65,
5) 21 Nov _5, Hg 2d Bde: Continue aSSlgnQd misgsion.
56; 23 Nov 65, Hg;2d Bdo:. ' o
a Contlnuc prescnt mission. .
B) Be prepared to move one Co to OBJ &R on 24 Nov to secure
Arty if movod into TaAR. : = _ ,
' (7 Nov 65, Hg 2d Bdes. '
o Tﬁ) 1 5th Cav rclieved of soourity of tAR when l/Bth Cav LlOantS
depgrt.. Contlnue seourlty of- GOLT, :
(8) 25 Nov. 65, Hy 2d Bdes 1/5th Cav move by alrcraft from GOLF to
Calkl HOLLOWAY; however ingure arty is seourod until 1ts @Lparturc. Frovide
on Co, as Ble reaction force at. CAMy hOLLOMAYa :

j. Goncopt of oporatlonﬂ l/5th Cav: was dcploycd to the Ia Drang‘Rlver_.
Vallqy arLa of operstions after the first mejor action involving 1/7th Cav -
OQGurrod in Lz X~RAY., This unit was committed for missions involving tho
securlty of the forward logistical base, the 3rd Bde Hq complex, 1Z's end Arty
firing positions. }atrolllng wag algo required on a daily besis as the Oper=
‘ation Progresged, a serigs of events changed the 1n1t1a1 concepts of estab—
lishing a Battallon blook;ng pesition. along the Ia’ Drang river,

" k. Exccutlons
' e 15 ch 65 SR I
(). Upon receipt of movement ordors, 1/5th Cav was relieved of
Route 19 securlty by elcments of the : lat Cav Regt, RUKA,; and by the 2/12th
Cav.

' (2) Co. A l/5th wag movod to the STADTIUH by CH-47. Tnitial plans
called for immcdiate deployment of Co A to 12 MACON (YA 935052) to gupport
Arty operations, however due to the lmck of hord gtand at 17 VACON, another
1Z had to be selected. This ‘required: Qo A to" rétirn to the SDADIUL unt;l e
the 3rd Rde. Sccurity Flatcon snd Arty elements -had selootod a new and, su;thblo
looatlon. At ayproxlmatQMy 151630 Co A Wis relondbd bn fhe CH+47 alrorafﬁ
and’ ?ispatched to IZ COLUMBUS (YA 975@35) whtre ﬁpen aﬁrival it was at ?oﬁed
to 2/7th Cev. .- -

(3y Addltlonal Arty batterles located at LZ FilCON (ZA025054)
algo requlred geourity and Co ¢ l/5th Cav was moved by UH—lD'alrcr twgggthe
lato ﬁftaxnoon to~sequrg thgt LZ‘and 1ts(am$m£1gry ni Py A M ‘H

_ (l) In p@mp;aancé'w1th the Br' mlsélon t con and by’ pT?Pared
to establlsh b100k1ng pasitiqns Between Coordifmtes vi’ 10676 and Yi 860654,
reoonnalssenoe for . 13 contlngoncy was mhde the. follow1ng morning. . :

g



A (2) The Bn-(-) began movement -to-1z COLUMBUS ‘by UH~1D at 0710
in preparation for furthor missions: Movement wes somploted at 0830, =
(3) Co & 1/5th (attaohed to 2/Tth Cav) hed moved overland with
2/7th Cav -) at 0500 hours from LZ COLWMBUS to conduot a link-up with cle~
ments of 2/7th Cav, 2/5th Cav, and 1/Tth Cav located at Lz XRaYe =
-7 (4) Co C 1/5th Qav, looated. at L7 FAICON, dispetched “three patrols
at leB,_ At 0845 one patrol reportoed: finding 2 V¢ buried at Coordinates

. (5) At 1159 patrols originating from 1Z COLUMBUS began report-
ing results.. . 4 patrol from B Co 1/5th madé contact with six }AVYF ot coor-
dinates YA975034 resulting in one TAVN KIa (Body Count). ' activity arouynd
Lz COLUMBUS remained guiet thoughout the afternocon with only minor probes of
“the Bn perimeter being received thoughout the night of 16 November, =~ .

(1) .At 0702 one FaVH entered . the northern portion of the Bn por-
imeter end surrendered to the Reeon Tlatoon. :

... (2) At 0825 a patrol from Co B mido contact at esordinates
YA978042 resulting in one FAVE iTa, . SR e T B

(3) At 1138 2/5th Cav cldaed into 1y COLTMBUS aftor having aoved
overlend from IZ XRAY, and assumed the regponaibility for the defense of the

ares,

(4) 4B & result of the contact made by 2/7th Cav in the vic of
12 ALBALY (YA933043), the BN (~) wes alorted for possible committment to
ALBAIY. At 1440 .3rd Bde issuecd orders to have one oompany wovc to coordinates
YAG46035 to reinforce 2/7th Cov and estaplish a blocking position ASL}'. The
tHortar Flatoon, Co D was displaced to Coordinates YA959034 to support the
reinforocment., Co B was designated as the reinforceing eleuent and crosaed the
IF on foot at 1442, At 1527 Co B reported reaching a position at Coordinates
Y4956031, and et 1640 Co B roported link-up with Co 4 1/5th Cav had been made.
Co B took four WIi in this phase. - . ‘ -

' (5) At 1825 Co B 1/5th Cav stated /e arc together with Company
~+ B5%1ll pinned down end receiving an occesional mortar Tound., Unable to
raise 2/7th on redio. Roquest confirmation on previous decision to push
thru. We have 12 wounded personnel", 4t this tiuo the decision to'hold
Companies A and B wes relayod from €O 2/7th Cav to CO Company B 1/5th with
instructions to conduct a sweep of the area cnroute to link up with 2/7th Cav
the following morning. . ' g

(6) 4t 2100 3rd Bde inguirced 1f the surguon for 1/5th Cav was
available to be flown into L ALBLMNY since the surgeon was isolated from the
rest of the-Bn in Co 4 1/5th area, The surgeon wus made available but was
unable to get into I ALBANY -until the following morning duc to the inability

to get lcd Evao aircraft into 17 ALBANY.

(I) 4t 0030.Co A 1/5 h:reported that they were unable to get led
Evac aircraft into the 12 beoause illutinetion dropped by USiF Flare airoraft
blinded the pilots during spprocch to the Lz, another attempt by Mod Evee
direraft to land .in Co.4 L7 was unsuccesgful at 0125 hrs, S
: (2) Barlier Co & 1/5%h had sent .a patrol forwsrd of the perimeter
to check on onlls from wounded personnol in the area. At 0127 the patrol ro-
turned carrying 15 wounded ani additional 14 more in the: area’ where tho 'patrol
had gones 4 medic wes left to give treatment. throughout tho night. o
(3) 4% 0620 Co.4 1/5th repurted led Evae was in tho prooces of
svacur.ing 25 Wlas from.thet location. Bveouation was comploted fromithe
area et 0915 and both Companies 4 and B bogan movement to complete the linke
up with 2/7th Cav. The linkwup wes completed within an-hour and both units =
conducted other operations to clear the battleficld. of US and 1AVN dead,
wounded erd equipmente .. ..« . o L ceron oo o ool een BT o
o (4)uxt_l420gbothT00mpahies'were returned co the ocntrol of 1/5th
Cav and began a swoep operation baok towerd LZ COLUEBUS, The movement wasg
made by foot, without contact, and the units closed into the Bn Base ap 1530 .
hours. Casualties since departure from LZ COLUMBUS stood at 18 KIA mnd 36 WIi.
' (5) 4t 1530 Co D 1/5th Cav reported sighting one VC (raVN) at
Coordinates YA975045. The encny woas-token under fire with negative rcsults.
At 1735 en outpost on tho northérn portion of the Battalion rerimeter engnged .

the lead clements of a FAVN unit moving into an attack position, This alerted -

the Battalion and within ton minutcs the Battelion (-) at Lz COLUMBUS w:us
under heavy mortar and automatic weapona fire. . ' ‘ -

4




' (6) C hed boen.deteined in their @urn to 12 COLUMBUS
due to the rogquirem to seoure 12" FAICON and load cXpended artillery brass.
When the attack on Lz COLUMBUS occurred, Co C wes preprring to move by CH-47.
Due to the heavy fire et the Battalion Baso, instructiine were issued '
directihg C CULPPHJ to form a tight perlnotor and be propared to move on the
morning of the 19th.

(7) one of the first targcts hit by the VC wes an OH-1% thot
was parked on the I%. A CH-47 was in the process of landing when the attiock
occured, and the pilot received one smell arwms round through the leg. -

(8) Within twenty minutes attcr a "Flaming irrow ucssage! wes
sent by the Bn FuC; the first air sortie was being employed. A total of
twelve Til air sortics were utilized arocund the northorn helf of the Bn peri-
meter. -lost of the strikes within 60 to 100 metcrs of the foxholes, One
bowmb was dropped spiroximately 30 meters inside the perimeter ond resulted
in- 4 wIks to friendly forces. Aside from this one incident, the close oir
support wa.B exoellcnt.

(9) ‘reserve was formod dand p051t10ncd about 100 meters to
the rear of the northern perineter where it appesred a penctration of the
" perincter was nost probablo‘and at timcs i.adnent.

(10) When the attack h:d continued past the two hour nark, a
request for esrmmunition resupply wes nede to Hg %rd Bde. imong types of am~
Lmniticn thet begen to run low wero 8lmm mortar, M-60, snd k16, Two UH~-1D
. ailroraft from Co 4, 229th AHB mede the delivery, end the aireraft were loaded
with wounced for evacuation. In addition onc CH-47 was also utilizcd for
modical cvacuation.

(11) At a; proximately 2100 hours the attrck lost monontun and
subsidcd into swell erws sniper fire that habitually inereased wheon a gap
occured in the flere illundnstion provided by the USAF flere asireraft.

(12) Corrmnicatione throughout the cngogcnent wore excellent
‘from Bettelion to Brigade and within the Battalion. .

19 Novomber 1965 _

(1) stter deylight a two minute recon by firc was placed
around the perircter, & search snd clear operation forward of the perimeter
for ey, roxiuatcly 80O neters was then conducted. Rosults of the scarch wis
ag followss 27 (FAVN) KIi (Body count), numberous signs indieating bodics
hed been dragged out of the areay locotion of 4 Light MSG, 2 Heavy MGy, T
asseult Sub-lMaching Guns, 6 carbines and 1 Rockot Leuncher. Two abandoned
8lum worter rounds (made in Uu“) ware found at a ‘nortar position used to sup-
port the attack.

(2).At 1031 Co G-l/5th Cav closod 1nto LZ CULUMBU fron Lé
EALOOE.

(3) The Bn had received orders to .occupy Lz GOLP (YA841094)
\nnd scoure for ertillery oporutlons. Miovenent to the new locations was
initiated at 1335 and completed et 1850.

20 - 26 Noverbor 1965
_ (1) During this period of tile the lst Bn, 5th Cav rcuained
at LZ GOLF conducting search and destroy operations in sector, and providing
security for two artillery betterics. Contact wus Lade by Co € 1/5th Cev on
201100 Nov while on a coupany size recon operstion to check air strike re-
sults on & suspected VC radio site. Results of this engagement werej 1 LFAVN
" KIA, 3 friendly wli, end -the cepture of an extrouoly valuable group of onemy
meps ~nd documents.
: (2) Other operations throughout the period were routine.
Yioverent to Iloiku vag initinted and’ COLplCted on 25 Novcrbor, nnd a movo to
the Div Base completod on 26 ‘Wevembers
(3) Resultes. (a) Thé nirﬁtrikes ‘gondusted. on the night of
18 Nov were sereened for results, however, détoriinotion of TAVEF KIA cdused
68 & result could not be¢ detérmined, It can bée stated that with the gxceéptw
ion of the one strike previously nontioned thnt thoy were very offootlvo.
(b) During the poriod 16 Liov to 26 Nov fridndly losscs
due to onc:y aotlon were as’'follows with uost oocur¢ng on 17 nd 18 Noverbers

KIn 25
wLli T9
Mla )
KB4

(c) Known cnety logses’ weres
LIz 32 (Body count)
- WI4 Unknown



I, Administrative Matters: ' _ o
(1) Supply methodss Resupply of water to unibs located in the

forward sreas with ¢xisting resources of containers is unsatisfactory., On
soveral oceagsions units were out of water due to danage caused to water
bladders by snall sris tire, loss of contfol_oi unit bladders lack of $rang-
port to acliver bladier or insuffiocicnt coordination by units at the water
point arca. o . P
C (2) Supply tcchnigues: Resupply of unibs under fire duting doy-
light poscs problens end night resupply bucoies eveh wore eritical., 4 neod
exist for a delivery technique thet can be uscd to got eriticel prepalletized
loads into o unit cngaged in a firefight wheh the risk of Lending helicopters
in the L7 is unacceptable, 4 coubination free fell lowlex technigue could
poseibily be doveloped with the Caribou tor use in critienl situations,
balletized loeds would be pickcd based on a study of itens riost raplcly cone
uned by ground unite engeged over  given perdod of time, = Among such itons
should be medical supplies that hebitually become critical duc to the linited
meterial aveileble for transpoert by the Bn redical suetion on an operation _
and the frequeney with which ied GTvne aircraft tanhot couplete cxecutions
under firc. . P ' '

ne. Coumender iAnalysiss :
(1) Sceurity of Arty Oporationss ,
(2) It is imperative that the evaoouation of cxpended 105im
Howitz.r brase from battery ifiring positions be accomplished. as aireraft dole
iver arpmnition resupply. On two different dccassions the extraction of ‘
infantry was delayed to EENT while thig function was taking plece sfter the
Arty unit hed displaced. In one instencc a company was left on the IZ until
the following norning., In another,‘considorable.nmmunitiun and supplies ro-
quired destruction by TaC Airstrike in order to roach the new psn prior to dark.
(b) The registrution of arty in the direct fire role around
the porinmeter ofivrs wdditional defensive capability to unite when the size
of the arca or critical terr.in requircs control furces to extend weploymient
with close defensive forces. Diarcct fire rogistrations should be acconplished
pricr to EENT and placed 60 to 100 icters forward of the perimcter w8ing either
tlie or inpact fuse settings. S ' ' '
(2) Close TaC eir strikes at night
(a) One of the last items tlat should be acconplished prior
to darkness in o detfensive position is the eoordination of vigusl perinetor
Larking aice and communications checks to support ingtructions to wark the
perineter for anirstrike, - : - ' o
| | (b) The FaC 4 ton vehicle is often the prinery target in
the initial stages of attacks by VC units. Irepositioning of the LRC-41 in
& seperatc location, yreferavly in o foxhole, insurcs an alternate neans of
obtaining}Tﬁc air if the IwC 4 ton is hit or the ensll arms and ucrtar fire
is 80 intense as to preclude use of thé vohicle. g T T
_(5)'Flaro?illunination‘VB”landiné‘Hélid@pters

_ o :(@)_Th@nqontinuqug.uggroﬁyflafés“&ufing~a night “operstion
is dcfinitely desirable when undem*aﬁtﬁﬁkg:ﬁbWéV%ﬁ;“whﬁﬁ-thb'ﬁﬁﬁht ig Yeached
where resupply or Med Evec is required a-decision must be wzde as to which
is of the ruet inpurtonco. On.one herid floves Limit-the pilotts capability
t0 nake an epprosch-into.an 1z due to'the light ‘defi ton’ thet ‘decurs on and
shrough the oireraft windshield. - On the-othor hiehd when there is & lull in
illumination, the intensity of fire habitualby -incronses, - - - ' o

Ne . Recoinendaticngs : o
_ . (1) That = net syston for use in evacuntion of expended 105nu:
howitzer bress be employed to rerove brass from arty positions councurrent
with resupply operwtions. ' ‘ : '
-+ (2) That.@ircet firve from orty units ldeated ina unit. perincter
be ewployed to ineresscd the effectivencss of Cefense capabiliticd.

. (3} That emphasis be placel! on'the hdbitual.emyluymont of erty
units in mitually supporting roles.  The inportance of this aspect of inploy~
nient was'dcmonstrated-onwthéﬂiath-of-mefWhén‘LZ"COLUMEUS_was1out of range
of all other supperting bty wiits, 0 ¢ o S i’

_ © {4) That netion bo taken to ubtdin ‘the inC 41 radios
authorized the Bn, but as yet, sre unidsuod. This would effird e baok
ability to call and conditet cirstriked if o FLC or FAC oquipiront ig net
available, ' ' S =

 (5) That a bthdy. be dordusted



using some tiny directional glide slope light landing zone system for use
by aireraft landings at IZs under illumination. Glide slope light would

have to be of sufficient intensity to be of distinguishable at a cunsiderable
di stanco under an iovironment of erea illumineticn by flare.
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. i " i . o . .
Mﬁsu::e 1 (INTT‘LLIGPNGE) to 1tr, 1et Bn, 5vh cmr, Qq: - After Action’
| Report(5~15 Yov. 65), Pt 5 Dec 65 |

1, GENERAL: Barlier onerations in the VINH THANN VElley were benaefioilal
to tlie battalion in that they provided an opportunity to establish liasion with

the District Chief, the Polite Chisf and other officials of BI¥Y K'E District.
These personnel and their ififormants were able to provide much valuabls. infor-
mation about the ares, and VC actlvitles. ‘ , :

ool souac 13 OF momnom .

Be Ehotoa: None.:

be Infrareds Infrared oovgrage was requeeted'end used. A misgion

flovn on 5 Novembsr disclosed hot epots at BR 605415 and st 505430e A TOT was
fired at thess hot Bpote. B , :

c.' EOW’e: A totel of 54 VCs wore apprehended by elemente of this
battel:on, three of whom admitted to being V0, No information of an Immediate
taotical nature wae obtalnad through interrogation of theee porponnal.

d. Local Villagerea Local villagers epneared willing to pass along
1nformation ooncerning VC activities and sympethizers provided that it apreared
that the area would remain under ARVN control and that they would not. be subject
to reprisal from the VC. Information perteining to the V¢ is present and availl-
able a2t all but VC villages. The. ma jJor problem is one of g¢ommunication and
identifications Rech patrol must have an .interpreter and a policeman or loozl
official who knows the area. . He mst.be able to identify VC and VC sympathi-
zers. - He must also be able to judge the reliabilyty of various informents as
well . as the oredibility of the information they furnish. A petrol operating
in a populated area without the servioces of en interpreter and policemen is
opereting under a serious handicap end its effectiveness is drastically reduced,

, @, Polioemen: The BINH KHE Dletrict Chief, in coordination with the
BINH K¥3 Pollce Chief mnde looal polloemen available to thie Battalion, They
proved to be extremely valuable in identifying V¢ and VG sympathizere. ‘In the
finel snalysis, identification pnd. disposition of ve pereonnel and equipment
is a funotion of the Vietnamése governmonts and the entire operatlon.WﬁS groat-

- 1y enhanoced and expedited by the deployment of officials of tha government

( les policemen) to the operational elemsnt moeﬁ likely to come in contnot

- with VC personnel and equipment (ies & US "rmy patrol) a

f Troopﬁl L .
(1) Adrial. Reconnaisssnces Due to the nature of the ares of

operations, which much more heavily populeted than the VINH THANH Valley, and

the difference 'in tagtiocs, foot patrols as opiosed to air-assault, the effeo-

* tiveness of Aerial. Reconalssanoe along Route 19 was not as effeotlve as it vas
in the VINI THANH Valley. o o o . T '

(2) Radar (A,I\T/PPS_4)I Two teams of Ra.d.a.r (AN/PPB-'-“ were attached
‘to the battalion for this operation, They proved to be axtremely’ effective
in looating targets. These Radar Teams were most -effsctively employed in con-

Junction with Search Lisht Teame end or- illumineticn from artillery or Ofw
_ ganic mortars. : . . ) ). - |
' ' L, ‘f«"s.',:.)- vl

‘ (3) Ground Reoonaiseences Ground eLements prcved to bs & major
souroce of informetion available to the bet%alion. “No other souroe has the
vereltility or the ebility to react as & soldie: on. foot-,;;p'?

(4) Intelligence Specieliets: in IPW/CI teem from the 191st MI
Detachment supported the battalion. They ecreened refugeee, VCS, and in con-
Junotion with the battalion 5-2 and S-5, steblished and maintained limson with
local Vietnamese offiocials.. Much of the credit for the intelligencs. developed
during the operation must be given to this team who proved to be extremely
effective and rrofessionally oompetant. :
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. (5) Check Pointss D Troop, 1st Reconnaissance Squedron, 9th Ca-
velry established eight Check Points at bridges along Route 19 3n the Bn TAOR,
‘These check Points, in addition 0 their security mission provided information
sbout suspscted VC movement in their area of influencea

3, SIGNIFICANT AN CONTACTS:

. At.061900 Wov 65, an ambush patrol of B Co made contgat_w;th an
estimated four to seven VC at coordinates BR 654389, In the ensulng fire fight, .
the VC dropyzd a 5Tmm RR, before they fled the scenes No bodies wers found.

_ b. At 101340 Nov 65, the Reconnaissance Platoon located & hut at coor-
dinates 670480,  In the hut wers an estimated eight to ten v¢. In the firs fight
that followsd, two of the VC were killed (B.C.), &and one was wounded but escaped
(confirmed), (aptured at the scene of the sction were one Mauser 98 rifls, one
U. S¢ M«1 rifle, two MAS trifles, one American bayonet, one U.8. M=26 hand gre-
nadey and one Chicom hand grenade, in addition to ammunitiony web geary mess

gear and documenta. S :

oo At 111448 Wov 65, during a search of a suspected V¢ village, coor-

dinates BR 710360, an unknown individual threw a hand grenade injuring four (4)
U. 5. personnel, . ' .

4, OTHER ENEMY CONTACTS:

s, During the period of 4 through 15 November 196%,. sporadic sniper
fire was reoceived along Route 19 and in other areas of the Bn TAOR. In some cases
ths fire was returned, either with small arms, mortars, or artillery, with un-
. known results. '

b, Other sightings, renging from individuals to snuad gize units, were
‘made both visually and/or by radar. Most ocoured in the wvicinity of Route 19.
Whon it could be definitely established that the personnel’ sighted were not mEme
bers of a friendly element, they were taken under: fire, Results of these actions
are unimown,  Operations of this mort wers complicated by the fact that there
were friendly forces, not.undéx U.S. control, operating in the area, ie, Fopular

Forces and LXVN. It was necessary to identify‘ﬁhQSe gightings as enemy befors
taking them under fire. | ‘ |

5. UNCONFIRMED ENEMY ACTIVITY: On 5 November 1965,'information from the
"BINH KH. District Chiaf disclossd the following pertaining to VC in the areas
- Hes.vy' I-Jéa.pons Coﬁp@r_&;s" o BR 8238 _
B ' Rifle Cbmpany . ' . BR 56585(30uth of River)

oy Heavy Weapons Company (B 300) BR_79l5:

£, Battalion (-) U B 633
g, CGompany (et of £.) . pr et
h. Guerilla squad"' o | 33-670340

The above{inqumation'was unconfirmed by TS sources.



"Inclosure 2 (IHT”LLIG‘ﬁUW) to ltr, ist Bn, 5th Cav, &ubjs After Action
w Beport (16-26 Nov 65), Dtd. 5 Dec 65

, 1o ‘NHR&L: Intelligence providsd to the 1st Battallon, 5th Cavalry
during the PLEI MBI operation from 15 to 26 Hovember, was restrioted to combat
vype intelligence originated by US Agenoies. A% no time was any information
received from souroes connected with the goverrment of RVM. During the period
of opération, the majority of intelligenoe information wa8 oollectad, ‘gvaluatod
and dlaoiminated by US Poroes.: ’

24 SOﬂRﬂua OF INFORMATIGN
Be Phofosn None.

be Infrared: During the period of operatlons numerous ‘hot apots"
wers reported. As a result of reguest initiated by higher headquarters, only
one infrared mission was request-d by 1/5 €av to cover the river running from
the Cambodian border to OBJBCTIVE LIMT. As a result of the transferring of
Brigade Headgquarters, their mission was not completed.

_ 0. POW'es One (1) POW (PAVN) was apﬁrehended by elements of this -
Battalion., Immediate interrogation did not reveal any information of immediate
taotical walue but further interrogation of the prisoncr Yy an IFW Team did

reveel gencral information of PAVN deployments, morale, strength and order of
battle,

d. Troopsi

_ (1) Aerial Reconnaissances Inform:tion providsd by elements of
the 1at 9qdn, 9th Cav was limited, primarily due to the thick vegotation
surrounding LZ's Columbus and Golfi -

(2) Ground Raoomnedssanoat On two (2) separate ocoassions ground
reoomn:issance provided early warning of (RAVN)elemonts in the Battalion TOAR.
On the aftornoon of 18 November a LP esteblishasd by this Battelion observed,
what proved to be, tho advance elements of & VC unit. At 181745 Nov, the Bat-
talion OP came’ undor attack by the minimum of a reinforded rifle company. - On
19 Nov, during movement from Objestive Columbus, ground reconnaissanpe olements
.onoe again observed advance slements of a VC unit, No ocontact wes mada in that
displacement and waa accomplished by 191900 Novomber.

8. 10th RRUs On 20 Novj & spot report was redeived that » suspected
radio stotion was loocated vioinity of YA 847077. A company size recomnalssanoe
prtrol was dispatched to investigate and verify the spot report. At vioinity
YA 842088 a "way station" was found with a large oaghe of rice and numerous hutse.
At YA 847077 another series of huts wers found,  Among thess huts numerous maps,
elaspificd papers, colthing and food products were found, Translation of classi-

- ficd papers revealed that the 32C (PAVN) Regiment had operated in the Bate
talion TOAR in late September and esrly Octobor. Investigation of accompening
maps Indiocsted that they ars in most instances in more detail than those used
by US Poroes. Also found throughout the area of their operation ware froshly

- dug fox holoé, usually oovering the best avenuos of ap-roach,

3,  SIGNTFTO.NT mmMY CONT" CTS»

“ae At 181745 Nov, the Battalion (~) while socuring two (2) irtillery

Batteriss in Objootive Columbus, was attacked hy: the minimm of a.reinforced
rifle company, This attack was intense for a perlod of foux (4) hours, and
sporadic fire contimued throughout the night. Invastigation g the perinater
the . following morning digclosed 27 VC (KIX) (BC), (4) Light Machine Guns,

(2) Heavy Machine Guns, (7) Assault Sub Machine Guns, (6) Caxrbinss, (1) Rooket
Launchcr, humerous hend grenades, clothing and other items of egquipment.,

b. On 21 Yov, Company C conduofed & Compeny size recommsissanca petrol
to investigats a suspeotod VC Radic station located Vieinity YA 84T7077. Uhile
searching the araz, Company ¢ was engaged by and estimated (4) to (6) Vo
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Inolosure 2 ( INTELLIGINGE) %o ltr gt B 5th - fav, Subgs  tfter fetiom - -
ﬂ Roport (16-26 Yov 65)) Dta 5 Deo 65, Contdmwed

sm.pems-. U cm Qonclusion of the; engagement T VC (KIA) (BG),
several. Tand Grena.des wero recomreda , :

e mwcolwnum T*N”M LCTTVI‘J?Y; Durlng the ariod from 15 4:0 36 Nwembem-
1t was estimated that alements of the TO1st (M 'V'Ng Div gnd. the 320 (PIWI\T)
Regiment wore oporating in and around Objective golumbis and Golfs “The .
strength of these elements were evaluated at that of & mimimm of o (3AVI)
Ba.tta.l:.ons. . '





