HEAD%UARTERS
2D BATTALION, 7TH CAVAIRY
1ST CAVAIRY DIVISICON (ATRMOBILE)

APO SAN FRANCTSCO, CALIFORMIS, 96490
AVCTK-54 24 Wovember 1965
SUBJECT: After Action Report - CPERATION SILVER BAYONFI-12-21 Fovember 1965

TO: Commanding Officer
3d Bdey lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile)

Lle ACTIVITY FOR T PFRIOD ~ 12~21 Nevember 1965

Be 2/7 Cav was initilally assigned the mission 6f securing LZ's and
conducting search and clesr operations in the vicinity of Chu Don Mountein,
Also ten kilometers south east of Plel Me. LZ!'s were selected at ATLANTA
(Zv178919), BIRMINGHAM (%v181921), and CHARLESTION (7ZV195912).

The battalion began its mcve by eir from AW KHE airstrip at 120630
November, Uasing four CV-2's and eventually two C~123's, The Battalion closed
into STADIUM, south of Plei Kue at 1230, The move from STADIUM to the eperational
area began at 1145, with the liftwoff of Co A and the reconnaissance platoon
for LZ ATLANTA. 4An air strike at the base of the mountain began at 1140 and
way terminated about two minutes hefore the landing of the initial elements.

L5 soon as the aircraft could make the return trip, Co B moved to LZ BIRMINGHAM
2ud Mo ¢ meved to LZ CHARLESTION. The lift was complete at 1545, and at 1600
vo U moved out to the last, stopping for the night at 1735, Biry B, 1/17

Arhy get vp at LZ ATUANTA in order to provide fire support in the battaliomts
area of cperation.

On 1% Wovember. Co B moved out at €400 along axis LBION, across the
. northerm slopes of Chy Don Mountain. A 0600 Co C moved out on axis GRAPE,
gouth of the mewntain. Boih companies were using as an objective assembly
arss DECATUR(ZV840562), The plan - called for the entire battalion to row
asgemble in thia arez o wenuam for further operations to the east, Five
phase lines were designated along readily ddentifiable terrain feetures
about 1500 meters apart, gy mid-morning it became apparent that the terrain
along exis ORAPE permitted movement at a rate of approximately 1000 metors

per hour, while that along axis LEMON restricted movement to a rote of not
more then 300 meters per houre. Therefore, at 12%0, Co C was ordered to turn
north nround the eastern end of the mountain and move to a position on axis
LEMON, Meanwhile, Co A condusted recomnaissance protrols to the west and
south and the reconnaissance platoon used three LZ!s to conduct short aire
foot patrols north of Chu Don Mountain. There was no contact.,

At 1427 the command helicopter radiced thub it had received fire at
ZV164998, A check was made with brigade and with 1/7 Gawv, who both reported
no friendly troops at that locntion, The AT platoon was organized as a
reaction force and left LZ ATLAWTA By helicopter to atiack the position #wom
which the fire had come. The platoon landed at 1640 following o short artillery
and ARA preparaticn. ‘Once on the gwound, the platoon sergeant reported thht
friendly Wroops were in the area. Tha unit was a company of l/? Crwvy and had
two men slighlly wormded, Wiils thess men were being evacuated and the AT
platocn was ng estracted, the command helicopler again drew five from 7V
163965 ab 1702, A% L1740 avtillery fire wos brought in on that locetion,

Resulis were wiknown
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During the night Co A get up tw ambushes near LZ ATLANTA., Co B spent
the night at ZV912248 and Co & at 7ZV9T2250, AT 1980 a repoxi was recelved
from 3%d Brigade $-2 that an infiltration route nad been discovered noith of
the mountain, and Co C was given the mission of setting up ambushes along
that route during the next day,

On 14 November B and C companies continued their sweeping mission north
of Chu Pon Mountain. %he reconnaissance platoon and AT platoon conducted
patrols near ATLAN(A. The only results of these vpatrols were storage huts
destroyed at V120893 and a 4C0 meter square f£ield of punii stakos discovered
at Zvl48923, (o A remained in reserve, socuring LZ ATL:NTA. At 1200 an odx
sgtrike was made In the area from which the command helicopter had drawn fire
the previous day. Iesults were unknowno '

o B was designated to return to ST'DIUM to act az a security force,
and by 1155 had arrived at PZ which required estensive clenring before it
could be used. Wxbraction began at 13%0, and %wo platoons hod been moved to
ST:.DIUM when 3d Bde ordered,2/7 (av to attach Co B to 1/7 Cav, then heavily
engaged with the ensmy at LZ X-RAY (YA240010). The company (~) moved diroctly
tn LZ X-RAY, and by 1900 the entire ocompany had closed into' “hat location.

(o C wos dosignated as security force at STLDIUM, and was picked up
7 CH-A7y the last 1ift clearing the PZ at 1714, During the night, o A
emahlished an ambush north of L2 ATLANTA,

L% 150730 Novasber, Co A was attached o 1/7 Cav, and by 0900 had
socpisted 118 1ift-off for X-RAY. The battalion (~) was ordered to mowe
by alr to LZ MACON (Vi935C52), and by 1%05 hnd olesed into that location,
1he plan ealled for Bivy By 1/21 artillery, to move into the 1Z, Co &y 1/%

Cav to relieve 2/7 Cﬁm'(~$ and fthe batialion to procsed on foot south to

the La Irang Piver, owose, and esiablish a positioi on the soutl banh.
However, the Lz was fon marshy to provide a sulbable position for artillery,
5o the battery desplaicd to L% COLUMBUA (YA9T40%6), At 1445 $he battalion
(~) noved out, and reached ike river after about one hour of rexrching, The
river wes found to be wnfordable, aud the battelion (-) was then ordered

to procoed by alr to LZ COLMEUS, A suilable PZ was found about 400 neters
north of the river, and the tattalion (-) closed into L7 GOLUMBUS at 1830,

L7 COLUMLUS had been secured by the recomialgsance platoon at 1540,
end Co g 1/5 Cav had been &irected there from L7 MLCON, Sufficient aircraft
were wot available to move 6o D (=) and the hendguarters elements other than
the sommand group, so they were forced to spend another night at LY LOLLNTL
wnder the command of the battalion execubive officers Co 4, 1/5 Cawy was
attached to the battaliony; and the night was spent in providing security for
1% COLUMBUS,

Between 0350 and O7C0 on 16 Novembery Co B, with the 3d platoon of Co
A attrched y repulsed comtinuous attrek by PAVN battalion around LY X-R4Y.

Lt 0400 the battalion (-) zeceived an order 4o move %0 L7 X-RLY i relieve
the 1/7 Cave L% CG6L% the hatinlion (=) meved oul oa footy and renched LY
X-RLY ak 09164 Wo eneny activity was encountered, bub one ran in %o O wes
wommaed by gl

Lt 3000 the lest eloments of /7 Cavy with Co B aad 3d Plt, (0 A,
still abttached, clesrad 2 T-Ray by adr for Camp Hallowny. At 1300 Co D
() mnd the hosdguarters elements that had been left al L7 ATLANTS sarived
to wajoin the dattaiion. During the night the battalion, with the 2/5 Gov
reneined in o defensive posltion around the L7,

(2)
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Every activity was Linlted to eniper fire and a faw artillery or moriar
roundes fired into Co Ufs positicu,
Lt 171000 Wovanber, 2/% Cav moved oub on foot for 17 COLUMBUS 2/7
Cav followed directly behird it, wilth 1ts destinatica L7 ALDANY (Iﬁ945043).
Lfter proceding about 2000 meters, the battalicn tuined nortlwest din order
Yo reach LZ ALBLNY. and about 200 meters shorl of the L3 the leas olemonts
in the column took “wo priscners without any resistance, Under guestioning,
these two mén said thaeb kv were sick and had no furdier desire to fighte
One said that he was from the 3% legt and the other said that he was from
the 180 Regte MDvlows of later developnentsy; 1t appers that these two men
were «on oulpost or an eneny force occuping an assembly arca.
Lt 1307 the meoon platoon attached to A Cop, which was short of the
platoon which had acscompanied the 1/7 Caoy and B Co 2/7 from X~-Rey the
previous day, had cleared thru the western edge cof the objective aren 17 sites,
Lleng with 2 platoons of 4 Co which were to $the south % north respechivelyr
of L7 £IRAWY, The remainder of the batbtaiion was in dispersed column to
tho easy of the objective area, C Co 2/7, T 2/7, Hy's element: of 2/7 &
A Go 1/§a a5 tha witse were moving into the ALBANY LZ area to take up

=1

ricie armg five from ant hilia & brees commenced. [11 perscnnel
i fire at the well concelsd wreny positions, The intensity
‘ J Tire dncreased & ensny moriar fire bagen, Mmdividuoals and
snadl wils returmed the fire and as the intensity of the snomy fire
increagsed uwnits atboaubed o conaceiidsts e laorease olffectiveness of their
fire & redude sconfusion sauscd by al: arovnd enemy fire, It soon becane
apperant that the hat ol ca davgs, well dicpevsed & well
concaled encry forve. Jected bo dptenze larking
autonatis weapons i loem norhar Jiree § o abttenpisd Yo nove
westward to Join the o 4 wants around the P¥ area but were vhsuccesslful
due to the intensity & accaracy of enciy fire which iilled or wounded alnost
all the officer and TGO leaders In the company. D Co & Hqls clements were
forced to move toward the southeast o 1ink up with A 1/5 Cav which had
suffered heavy casualliics in Llts lead clements, (ombinuing mortow &
automatic weapons fire prevented thess wnite from linking up with the
elements at the Iz area. The eneny then closed between the 2 elements and
continued to fire on both simultaneousiye. The eleneuts of ¢, D Hy's &
L 1/5 were despersed in terrain heavily grassed & forrested & exéot locntiions
of these elements was diffizult to determine so that kaillery; Adr Force
& ARL fire could be placed on gnemy locations. After sprroxminate loeations
of friendly elements bad been dctermined, ARA was browght in, followed
by an air strike. The initial air strike delivered nnpaim on an eneny
company in process of attecking the occrmand group frrom the western flaonks.
The napalm was dropped within 100 yds of the friendly troops. Some of the
eneny broke inte the open and were killed by small arms fire, while others
withdrew, Smiving & autonatic fire were exchanzed Eghween frieudly forces
cn bhe sestorn gide of the IF and snemy forces acmess a &9all fiel” %o the
easteardinered wandl Treiendiy anrillary & ARL fire began o fall in the area,
Eneny fame gredunlly alackened, ond ceased about 1620 At 1825, Co B
landing in UiIlD's, The aireradt received sutomatio o
nae warsd dericusly damageda

(%)
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The arrivial of B €o Iacreaged the foree in the Vouhum perimeter
(A 1/5 Car and 2/ Cav elemeuts formed a perimeter gpproxumately 500.700
meters $o the southemst) to 190 personnel. 4 perimeter wes formed which
covered the 17 & the open ficld tu the east. Artillery & Air strikes were
continuously cinging the 1% and perimeier to prevent the enemy from organizing
a counter atitack, TIllumination Trom Somky Bear was provided throughout the
night and greatly facilitated defonse of tho areg. At approxumately 2400
hours 2 UHLD aircraft frem ¢ o 229%h 4H Bn were brought into the IZ to
cvacuate 10 of the most scelous casualbies as well as deliver MO ammunition.
Other aircraft wore brought into an 17 in the 4 1/5 Cav arca for evacuation
of their scrious casusltics.

One platoon of C Co 2/79 21 men, all wounded, formed a small perimetor
ienlated from the 2 larger ones csrlicr in tho afternoon and was kept sccure
by elosc in Lptillery fire. A4t approxumately 2200 hours a patrol from A4
1/5 Cov madc contact with this platoon and evacuatod the most scrious casualtics
at well as leaving additional forse with thom to insure scourity of the £roup
i 1@ wag impossible to ovacuate all the casualties at that timc.

inring the night 2 wounded NCO's managed to cvade the VC who had
2rvurad them and make thedir way to the Bn perimeter. Both were ovacuated
wrocruve mentioned aireraft,  They both indicated that the cnemy had beon
oy burt by beth friondly ground & air firce during the day & that the
foree vas A largoe oncs  They further indicated that the onemy was last
woenict along the northern & western cdge of the Bn perimeter. Continuous
sk oertillory fire was placed on thesce arcas to provent further cnemy
raacntoition.

Juring 18 Novembor the battalion onlaracd the 1Z perimcber after
iliing up with clements provously cut~off. The battnlion patrolled out
from the perimetor & rocovercd dead and wounded persomnel and fricndly and
cnemy cquipment and weapons. The interminling of friondly and enemy dead,
revealed that much of the action hmd taken place at point-blan@ range.

It was algo obvious that the cnemy had attempted to kill friendly wounded
d hod looted gome of their bodics. Co A, 1/5 Cav, reirforccd with Co B,

2/5 Cav, arrived 2t the IZ at 180900 November and assisted in the work

of roclamation. They returncd to 1/5 Cav centrol for move cnstward to

%% COLUMBUS at 1400 hours.

The onlarged perimeter was occupicd for the night of 18 Hovember by
all clements of tho 2/7. Supporting irtillery was located ot ©Z COTUMBUS
to the cast and IZ CROOKS to the wost, Tho artillery at force CROJKS was
firing at max rangc and only ablc to reach the southwest side of the battalion
perimeter, with illuminating rounds, although thc ontire porimoier was covercd
by HE. The attack on LZ COLUMBUS divertcd planned air strikes %o that
area & Smoky Bear Illumination was concentratod over COIUMBUS & CHCOKS for
most of thu night, 17 ALBINY arca was dimly illuminatcd throughovt tha
night, in eir strike was called on the caestorn flank of the Battalion
perimeter ot 2400 houwes to broakup any consentration of cnomy which may
hove withdeawn wesbward farom LZ COLUMBTS,

The morning of thae 19th was gpont in further reccvimy of dead &
oquivmente A tactical Lif6 out of LIBLNY was accomplished, tho last
cloempant dopnrting at 1340 hours, Clesing at 1z CROCKS at 1350 hcours.

4
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The Batfalion sesared o porsion &f the LY cecineter; with 2/5 Cav
securing the remainder, Turing the wight two meriar rounds Tall on Co
D's position, causing no casualties, bub no other ensny sotivity was
sncountered,

At 201145 November the last elements 6f the hattalion departed 1Z
CROCKS for Camp Hallowsy, where it remained overnight restiag and prepariyg
for the move back to AN XHE, it 211600 November the battalion departed

Camp Halloway by road snd arrived at AN KHE at 1830,

be (1) Enemy casualties: Killed wounded
3075 (be) 150 (est)
; 100 (be)
Frieudly cosualtiess KIA W M4

119 124 8

(2) Captured Enermy Weapons: 33 IMG T.62mm, 112 rifles 7,62m,
5 mortar bipods, 4 mortar tubes 82mm, 2 mortar gightsy 2 rocket launchers,
5.ca8es mortar fuzes, 3 HMG 7.52mm,

(3) Ceptured Enemy foodstuff, medical supplies, other materdals
21 packs each containihg rice ration for about five days.,

(4) Inemy ehuivment destroveds 4 rocket leunchers, 6 IMG 7.62
. 2 morters 82mm, 100 xdfles T.6%muny 3 eases sodiot lnimeher aramnd, tl ona.

2. LESSCNS LEARNED:,

ge Operations on or nesr the edge of the battalion arc of oLoratlon
et ho very carvefully coomdinested with reighboring units.

bes Backepack tadios must be cartcuflaged, as radio operutors are
Prine targets of the onany .

Co More atiention muet Ye naild to individual camouflage, to include
use of camouflage stick, '

do At first contact with the ememy, cettain man should be designated
to sprey all trees within range in order to flush out snipers,

€s Vhenever pouui®le a welge or V w type formation should be uscd
rather than a column,

fo Artilleny trenaretion or miv similes shoild T dellvered wn
any L7 Just prior to ite o tion by friendly forsces,
' 8o BEvery leadar, %o inciude squad leaders, should cerry at lenst
one smoke grenade.

he Every leader, at least down %o platoon sergeant level, should
heve 2 compass and a mapy and shouwld slwers bave his location accurately
plotted, _

1. frtillery should be used as an assist to land nevigation,

Jo ALl L%Zts regardlesa of their size should b congidered o be
under the observatiom and five by the enemny s

ke Trees must be used by friendly trcops as ops as well as sniping
positiona
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{Cont)
3s  RECOMMENDATTCIS
Be L requi¥erent exists for a fRWE® streamer pyrotechic signal
for use in heavy wooda,
bs L requirement exists for a light weight mutema to replace
The RC 2925 which is too bulky and heavy,

FCR THE COMLALYHER
A

4

/_.\.J"i(‘ !l‘s'-fg:- '('f:' }‘%km\n,ﬂ..c._,,;_“_.‘
" GECRCE €, JOHNSON
Captain, Infantry
Adjutant
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