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1. This is the thf*? of a series of reports from combat operations
being conducted by US Forces in Vietnam.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to ensure appro-
priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operatfons.
Many lessons learned are being derived from operations in Vietnam, the Domin-
ican Republic, mejor field exercises, and other pertinent sources. The
lessons cited in this report have not been evaluated by the Department of
the Army and do not reflect official doctrine or approval.

3. It is important this report be placed in the hands of those officers
and enlisted men that train our individual replacements and units for RVN.
These lessons learned can result in higher enemy kills, tetter chances of
survival for our individual soldiers, and an increased combat effectiveness
of our units.

4. Additional lessons learned will be forwarded as they become avail-
able. Previcusly published reports of this series were:

1. Summary of Lessons Learned, Vietnam (U) 2 November 1965.

2. Operations Report-Lessons Learned, Report 1-66 OPERATION
CRIMP, 22 March 1966,

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

2 Incl Q M

1., Tie Battle of Annihilation Jo Co LAMBERT

2. An account of the Bong ‘;ﬂw, :
Son Campaign utant Gen REGRADED TRICLASSIFIRD
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 HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM
APQ San Francisco 96243
Ser No Q406

MACJ343 15 March 1966
SUBJECT: Iessons learned Wo 55:¢ The Battle of Annihilation

TO: See Distributicn

1, . (CMHA) INTRODUCTION: This issue of Lessons Learned deals
with the "battle of annihilation * as it pertains to operations in RVN
and illustrates the validity of the doctrine oﬁ'Find, Fix, Fight and
Finish,” The emphasis in this issue is placed on the importance of
rapid reaction to pood intelligence and the fixing of an enemy force
so that he may be effectively destroyed, Combat experience in Vietnaa
has shown that good intelligencs of VC unit locations'is diffiewlit to
obtain, placing a premium on swift reactioh in order to take advantage
of this information. Additionally, experirgpce has also shown that the
eneny will not generally “stand and fight'™ when faced by a superior
force aggressively employed, preferring t6 "fade avay into the bush?”~
in classic guerrilla fashion, It then becomes obvious that {o pree
vent this "fading away™, in addition to aggressively attacking his
foree, we must fix the enemy in place by denying him routes of escape
and withdrawal, This issue of Lessons learned contains threo examples
of combat actions, at both large and small unit levels, two of which
are considered successful and one unsucceasful, with the criteris of
success being the commander's ability to react rapidly to good intelli-
gence and to fix the enemy by denying him routes of escape and with=-

drawal, <
2. NNA) EX/MPLE NO, 1:

8. Situation: Bsased on general intelligence of a VC battal-
ién operating in Dinh Tuong and Go Cong Provinces and a report on 10
December 65 of three VO companies in western Go Cong Province, tactical
. air sorties were directed into this area, resulting in heavy ground fire
being drewn by the aircraft. With this information the 7th Division
{ARVN) planned Operation TIEN GIANG 53/65, establishing an LD time of
0900 hours on 11 December, The area of operations is shown in Sketch

No. 1. CONFIDENTIAL DOMIGRADED AT 3 TEAR
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KACU3L3 . it s 15 Xareh 1966
SUBGECT: lessons Learned iio $5: The pdfbioyed ionihilation

Forces available to the 7th (.KVN) Iivision Cormander at this time wers
six infantry battalions, two HF battalions, two nanger battalions, one
reconnaissance battalion, two .IC troops and one 105mm artillery bate
talion, .dditional support consisted to two kiver Assault Groups (RAG),
one helicopter battalion with airlift, ;unship and MEDEVAC capabilities,
and tactical sir support .rom 2d Air Civision,

b, Concept of the Uperation: FPlanned on the evening of 10
December, the scheme of maneuver called for simultanecus assaults by
three infantry battalions, the RF and recon battalions and an AFC trocp
from the north, and three infantry battalions and an APC trocp, landed
by the river assault proups from fha south, vith the ohjective of con=
verginz upon, surroundin  ond distroyiny the VG force (Sketeh o, 2),
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SUBJECT: Llassone Learned No 55: The Battle of Annihilation

The two Ranger Battalions were 4o be held in division reserve,

¢. Execution: Organized into three task forces, all
divisional assault elements crossed their respective IDs at 110900,
to include two amphibious assaults supported by the River Assault
Groups., Task Forces 10 and 1l coverged cn the suspected VC posi-
tion while TF 12 secured the area to the east, At 101Q hours &
battalion of TF 10 made the initial contact in the vieinity of
Objective AL {Sketch No. 2) and artillery fire was immediately
opened. As the action developed, movement continued in conjunction
with armed helicopter, artillery and close air support; towarde (b~
jectives A2 and A3 from which large caliber fire was being received.
To the south, the assault units also became heavily engaged, as wers
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MACJ3L3 MODIFIED HANDLING AUTHORIZED 15 March 1966
SUBJECT: Lessons learned No 55: The Battle of Annihilation

the RAGs, and an additional battalion was landed to asaist in the
action, Attacks on the cbjective area continued until 22,5 hours
at which time the units ceased offensive operations, held their
positions and effected resupply and svacuation until 1200 hours, 12
Decenber, From 1200 to 1700 hours the area was searched and move-
nent to home stations begun,

d, Results:
(1) Friendly : 15 KIA, 63 WIA, two MIA,

(2) Enemy: 181 KIA (BC), 10 VC captured, 32 weapons,
one radio, one telephone and miscellsneous ammnition atocks captured
(total includes one 75m: RR).

3. (CMHA) EXAMPIE MO. 2:

a. Situation: On 18 November 1965, the Distriet Chief, Cau
Ke District, Vinh Binh Province; wae informed of the presence of 20
VG in prep:red defensive positions approximately four Km southwest
of Cau Ke District Town. Available friendly forces consisted of one
RF company, one RF and one FF platoon and one platoon of 4.2 insh
mortars,

b. Concept of the operation (see Sketch No. 3): A search
and destroy operation was to be launched early on 19 November with
the RF elements moving at first light, one platoon on the right
moving across the rice fields and one company on the left through
the woods, to assault the enemy position. The PF platoon was to move
ons hour prior to first light through the woods to establish a blocke

ing goaition in the enemy rear, Mortar concentrations were planned
in the wooded area along the east bank of the Bassac River to close

that avenue of enemy escape.
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) SUBJECT: Lessons learned No 55: The Battle of A:nihilation
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¢, Exscution: The PF platoon moved at 0430 hours and was
unopposed during its wide movement to establish the blocking posit-
jon. At 0545 hours the RF company and platoon, after final coordi-
pation had been effected, crossed the LD abreast with the RF pla-
toon in open ground receiving heavy small arms fire after advance
ing about 500 meters. Unable to maneuver, the platoon developed
the situation by returning the fire. In the meantime, the RF con=
pany continued its attack through the woods area, encountering
heavy resistance on the left half of the objective to include
footmines, minji-pits and well prepared defenaive positions. The
VC then began a delaying action; whersupon the RF platoon on the
right axis was able to resume its forward movement. At this time
the PF platoon was ordered to move from its blocking position to
assist in assaulting and clearing the objective. After the main
objective area was cleared; small unit sweeps were made into the
sice fields to the west of the objective area in conjunction with
the firing of the preplamnsd 4.2 inch mortar concentrations.
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15 March 1966

d. Results:
(1) ¥riendly: 2 KIA, 1 WIA.

(2) Enemy: 29 KIA, 10 VCS, 13 weapons and ssveral
documents captured,

e, Psywar exploitation: Within two hours of the cen~
clusion of this cperation, & mineographed news bulletin publicize
ing the VC defeat was being circulated throughout the district,

4. (CMHA) EXAMPLE NO. 3z

a. Situation: At 1300 hours, information was received
fixing the location of a Viet Cong battalion in a divisional sec~
tor., The division headquarters immediately initiated planning
for a combined ground meneuver ard airmobile assauli to eliminate
this force. Forces available for the operation were one infantry
regiment, (2 bns), one battalion each of two other regiments, one
reconnaissance and one ML13 troop. In division reserve were ons
infentry and two ranger battalions, Tactical air, Army aviation
(helicopters) and 155mm artillery support were also availabie,

b. Concept of the operation: The opsration called for
movement onr the following day by ths 013 troop and reconnais-
sance company south along axis 1, movement by one hattalion northe
ward elong axis 2 and an eirmobile assauit into the objective area
by three battalions (see Skctch No, 4), Artillery support wss avail-
able from two 155rmm wistoons located to the north and south,
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SUBJEOT: Lessons Learned No 55: The Battle of Annihilation

SKETCH NO .‘.I
/ = ...
@
- 1 55
COMTACT
1040 AIRSTRIKES.
1600~ 1830

==
=

CLOSED 11020

WATHRORGEW V600
1700 67

l CONTACLT 1305

|

MOT TO SCALE

185

¢, Execution:

(1) The ground maneuver began in the morning as planned,
with the M113 troop and recon company moving scuth and one infantry
battalion moving northward as shown on the sketch, Nlether of the
two forces experienced significant contact duwring the day and due te
difficulties in negotiating the terrain the M13 trocp was ordered to
return to its base, The southern battallon, after occupying its bleik~-
ing position (see Sketch) for some 5 houre, on division order commenacd
its return to base at 1600 hours,

7
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{2) Meanwhile, based on target rezponse to armed heli=
copter reconnaissance, one infantry battalicn airlifted into an JZ
some 1000 meters west of check points Al and AZ (Sketch) at 0900
hours with a second followlng shortly thereafter into an 12 just to
the south., Dus to weather restrictions, landing of the third bat=-
talion was delayed until approximately 1430 hours,

(3) At 1400 hours the initial airlanded battalion ex=
perienced light contact during which time the 1lift of the second bate
talion was atill in nrogress, At 1305 this battalion also experience
light contact and by 1700 houra all units had entered the major canal
line between check points Al and A2, No resistance was encountered
and the foress organized defensive positions, remaining in the area

overnight.

(4} During the afterncon's action one airstrike was
smployed in the Al-A2 area and & number of strikes were conducted
in the area to the northeast of Al, resulting in destruction of
several bunkers., A search of the area on the next day indicated
a mass, uncontrolled withdrawal of VC forces as evidenced by the
tinding of complete briefcases of documents, weapona, medical sup~
plies, gas maske and mortar ammunition,

d. Results:
(1) Friendly: & KIA, 43 WIA.
(2) Enemy: 73 KIA/KBA, 10 VCC,
5. (CMHA) DISCUSSION:

&, The three examples above are representative of ofe-
fensive actions mounted by forces throughout RVN, two by divis-
ional headquarters and one by a sub-sector headquarters, Two of
these actions {Bxamples 1 and 2) may be considered successful, with
the final criterion of success being the destruction of the VC forces
by declisivs ground action coupled with the use of all available sup~
porting arms, Exampie 3, although an action which resulted in the
death of 73 VC, did not achieve the success desired and was essenti=
:11{ inconclusive, with the remaining VC force "fading away" into the
ush,
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. b, In analyzing these actions it becomes apparent that

to destroy a VC unit we must decisively engage him and to dacisi-
vely engage him we must both fix him and deny him withdrawal routes
. by which he can disengage and withdraw at a time of his choosing.
Examples 1 and 2 1llustrate planning and execution by divisional
and small units which effectively denied to the VC a route of with=
drawal, allowing combat elements to close and, using available supe
porting arms, to destroy his force, While the forces to physically
surround Lim may not be available; other means may be used as illus=
trated by the use of 4,2 inch mortar fires in the Cau Ke action.
Additional means are also apparent, such as reconnaissance elemsnts,
artillery, armed helicopters and close air support, Of particular
note in Examples 1 and 2 is the use of all available ground forces,
be they battalions or platoons, to FIX and FIGHT the enemy. In Ex-
ample 3, withdrawsl of the M113 troop and southern infantry battalion
left the air landed elements to conduct a frontal assault against an
enemy which, in spite of air strikes on his position, could and did
withdraw succesafully in the face of a superlor force,

¢. In all of the above examples, intelligence of enemy lo=-
cations and forces was relatively good, allowing the formmlation of
an effective plan which if executed rapidly would give an excellent
chance of success, The elsment of surprise was a significant factor,
The action of the 7th Division was planned during the evening of 10
December and executed on the morning of 11 December; that of the Cau
Ke Distriet was planned after receipt of intelligence information on
18 December and executed early on 19 December. This swift and effec=
tive reaction to intelligence is a key factor in the decisive engage=
ment of VC forces,

6. (CMHA) LESSONS LEARNED: The lessons learned illustrated by
these examples are summarized by the followings

a, "From tine to time reliasble intelligence becomes availe
able regarding the size and location of a VU rorce, In these in=-
stances, an aggressive operation should be mc.u.ucd using clearly su-
perior forces, firepower and mobility. W.cusver possible the VC
should be attacked by a combination of mobile and blocking forces
while acout or reconnaissance elements cover all routes of escape
or withdrawal," (MACV Directive 525-4, para 3b (1)),
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b, '"Schemes of mansuver must be inherently flexible to
enable immediate response to any opportunity which promises defeat
and destruction of VO, Rigidiy pre-planned schemss of maneuver,
with successive cbjectives, by a force moving in one direction, will
nearly alwaye fail to fix the enemy unless the "fix" is at a place
and time chosen by the V¢, (Handbook for US Forces in Vietnam, Sec
VIII, para 3lc,)

¢. "The first step in deatroying VC or NVN main force

units is to entrap or encircle the enemy force., It is not sufficlent,
in most cases, to use only an attacking and blocking force == more is
required, The VC have, on many occasions, slipped between these two
forces, escaping relatively unscathed. Therefore, the VC forces most
likely routes of withdrawal must be covered by ground combat elements
and the less likely routes of withdrawal by light reconnaissance ele-
ments on the ground, placed and extracted by helicopters, if avail-
able, in order to exploit time and space advantages. {Handbook for
US Forces in Vietnam, Sec VII, para 31d.)

d. Rapid reaction tc gnod intelligence is a must, lLost
opportundtics do not win wars.

e, The "battle of annihilation" can be achieved,
FOR THE COMMANTER:

FOWARD D, SCHULZE
Major, AGC
Aast AG
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HE/DG (s RTERS
AST CAVLIRY DIVISION (AIRMUBTIE)
JFFICE oF THE C-AMANDING GENR/L
APy (U8 FJRCES) 96450

LNCCG il March L1966

e . 411 Mernbers of the st Alr Cavelry Division

I vanted to talk to each battalion slze it hetween the close of
jperation Masher,White Wing end our next operation, But tine dres not
perrdt this and so instead, I take this method to say what I would have

sald to you personally.

A8 each of us is doing his particular job in the diviaion it is
diffievlt, if not impossible, to form a clear pleture of what the
division a8 & whole is doing, Therefore, I will cite & few highlights
of owr recent forty-one days of corbet in operations mMasher and white Wing,
which I like to ¢all our Fong Son Campaign,

I will not attempt 4o recount the specific dates and placea fought in
by our troops, companies, and batteries, or even owr squadrons, battalions,
and brigedes. Such an account would f£ill a large book, What I will glve
you is a brief picture of the &oings of our entire team, "The First Tean",

We began with cperations south of Dong=Son on 25 Jauary to inerease
the security of Route 1 and to confuse the enemy as to which way we were
headed, Then on 28 Jamuary, D-Day for .meration Masher, we joined with
the iRVN fdrborne Divislon in air assaults and overland attacks norta of
Long son, The ARVN were on the east along the cnast and we operated west
of Rouke 1 to include the high ground between the cosstal plain and the
in Lap Valley.

In these attacks we were successful in spite of bad weather in
finding, fixing and destroying enemy units as large as battalions
who were defending strongly fortified positiors. In une attack the ARVN
frovided /rmored Persommnel Carriers for a coordinated asttack with our
2,/12th Cav, A engineers also built a fine air strip at position "Dog"
] in Z L’2 days. Waen the eneny saw he cuuld not hold the fortified areas
he began to break wp into very sigll groups and to retreat %o the north
and to the west, We atbterpted to cut off his retreat by landing in
blocking positions along expected routes of his withdrawal., We were
successful in killing or capturing sorme snall enemy elenents, but soon
= found wost of his forces had gotten out of the eoastal plain,

We then Turned our attention to the high ground lying between thc

coastal plain and the .n Lac Valley, and to the .n Lao Valley itself, The
next play involved a coibined operation with the J, b, Marines biocking

Incl 2




_eneiy escape routes out of the Valley to the nortih and the ARVN 22nd Division
blocking escope routes to the s.uth, #He were to otiack with five bottalions
under the 2nd and 3vé Hrigndea on 4 Februnry, Bad vectheor coaused us to walt
until 6 February, ot which time the Morines landed a batialion by helicopter
in the northern end of . Leo Velley and we landed three baotinlions by

alr eagoult on the high ground west of the velley, ond cttocked cross
count>y into the iAn Loo Velley from the high grounds ecet of the velley
with two other battalions. vwr ertillery, from positions in the high
ground eost of the valley, os well os froia positions in the constzl pladn,
supported our ovn units ond also the Morines and the ARVN, Tais

ospelt into the in Loo Valley on 6 Februory storted the White Wing phose

of owr -Bong sun Cawpalen,

qr attock into the [n Lao Valley net only lisht resistonce and we killed
or drove oub the eneiy thot wos present in o few égys. We slimltoneously
inforned the peuple living in the velley thaot we would not be rewining
ond bffered them o chance to lemve the volley if they clhivse to a9 so,
sbout 4,500 out of a total population of eround 8,000 inhobitants did elect
t0 leave their huiwes In the velley and nove to ah crea wnder governent
eontrol, Ve flew over 3,300 of thece people to freed in our circraft.
vur 2nd Brigode yrotected this exodus while continuing to clecxr the eneiyy
from the in Joo Velley and the high grund to the eest, In the process They
killed and coptured a nwwber of enay and clso foumd o sizecbie supply of
105 mm armnltion, much rice, and a big stoek of ralt in hdidden VO coches.

While our Znd Erigode was thus engogecd, cur 3rd Brigade nnde an air
szt into ar eneny boae erea at which we hod long wented o erack, Tals
was the aren we had dubbed the "Eogle's Claw™ or ¥Crou's Foot" - o series of
velleys soublvest of Dong bon that bromch cut fron the bon Long river volley
raich 1ike the toes on the foot of a crow. Into tids enewny sironghld the 3rd
Brigofe cir assanlted snd seized the foot of the cr.w (positi.n "Bira"),
while sirmltenewsly landing blocking forces out ot tie enés of the "hoes"
to prevent escape frum the valleys. With this strotegy they were very successe
ful in kKI1ling and copburing many enery ond imech equiment, inclvding jmch
corvmnicetions gear. They also succeeded in keepiny tihe enely prebiy well
bottled up in the overall area of the Crow’a Foot until the 2nd Brigade
landed on the ridges in the high ground southecst i the Crowfs.Foot where
our intelligence indicated the enery wes hiding in strengti: end possibly
g o major headgquexrters,

The 2nd Brigade found the hiduen eneiy on position "Pete" ond-in the "Iron®
Triongle" ond gove hin & sound beating in aress into which he dié not believe
we coundd or would core ofter him, In this fight the 2nd Brigode exployed
&ll thelr orgenic weapons plus rmch supporting artillery, tac air, tear gos
and a B-52 strike, These cctions of the 2nd Brigade accounted for iy enery
killed, wounded, and captured, plus rony lerge weopuns coptured ur destroyeds
In addition, there is rweh evidence thet the enony installations did include
o VC regirental headguorters, If so, 1t will be sore tine before that
headgnarters con functloa as sucii,

ap this fight was going on, our lst Drigede relieved the 3rd Brigode
vwhich returned to an Khe to secure our division bose, The lst Brigade then
began o series of assanlis and sweeps through the high ground arvund the
Crow's Foot ond then moved into the high ground along the eastern and south-
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eosterm sldes of the son Long Velley, Here they encountered varicus elements
of the A2th NVi Reglrent indludirg tie resimental heodquariers and its

heavy weapons corpenies, The Lsb Irigede $00k o heqvy toll of these

undte and coptured tony chew served weapons, rmch. conmumications geor, and o
hospital with its medical suwoplies,

The lst Erigode was joined by-the. 2nd Brigeqe, which mpde o series of
alr assowlts and sweeps vub fran its position "Pony" in the edstern end of
the ton Long Valley during which it destroyed maxy enery in small unit
¢ engageuents, Throughout the actioh of the ist and 2nd Brigades, owr eyes
and ears, the 1/9 Covalry squadron, was renging along the perimeter of the
Crow's Foot area killing or capburing enery who tried to lesve the killing
zone we hod esteblished in the Crow' Foot,

Tals wos how Febpuary ended, with the lst Brigade Headguortels
returning to in Khe, bubt leaving its 1/8 and 2/6 Tattalions under conmuend
of the end Brigade for the final operction: in the Cay Glep Mountains esouthe
eant of Pong ton, between tha oceon end Highwoy L.

This final phose of White Wing, celled Blaek Horse,-was. afmed at
destroying whatever hostile forces were in this forest. eavered nountain
strongyold, The ascoult wos mode by borbing hioles in the wonds that cover
moot of the mountaln and then by-rappelling and by the use of owr Chin.ok
lodders to get onto the dardnont high ground to sweep down the.hills, This
wes done sirmultanecusly with sweeps and blocks by the LRVN 22nd Division and
by battalions of the 2nd Brigade in-the low ground south of the mowntadns,

No. large nmuber-of VC were killed, but roy were captured and the pyth of this
being a strong ensiy bose wos exploded, In this lost operation acs throughont
the 41 Gays, our 3 helicopter battalions performed uagnificently,

o on & March, owr operations-ended with s forees bagk in the ores
squth of Bong don where we hod started 41 doys vefore, We hod nede o "560
degree traverse”: cround bong bon in which for 41 consecutive.doys we hod
been i.. contact with the enecy,

In thoge forty-une days we- had done these things;

&, With the ARVH, wve hod node 1t possible to return 440,000
Vietnanese to GVN control thyough clearing the enwly from the coastal plain
uorth of Bong-bon. There is 1mch evidence that the .GVN intends o reesteblish
civil governuent in this area,

be We gove the inhobitants of the 4n Loo and Soh long ‘Volleye o shence
to be freed of VO dxuinction by noving to aress which ore under governent
control, About half the people given tils chance Aid lecwe their homes and
1wved to arcos contrulled by the GVN,

¢, We struck o very hoard blow at eneuy units which hod long
threatened Bong Son and Woute 4 from Qui Nhon to Bong son, We fought .all
three regiients of the enelyy bao Vang Division {(The Quyet Clhien, the

. Quict Thang and the Quiet Tan reginents), In this fighting we hove conclusive

evidence thot we rendered five of the nine battalions of their three
regirents ineffective, ond cdditionally, rendered ineffective the norter
coupeny ond recoilless rifle conpany of the Quyet Thang Reglient, and the
antiecireraft company and signol compony of the soao Vang Division., We
alsv coptured tivee field huspitals supporting this Alvision, In this fighting
we -achieved these specific results:
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Enery Killed éBOGY ot} o~ e v w 4,342
Enery Killed (estirnteds in. w e o 1,746
adddtion to
body count
Enery wounded. (estingted) o o » o 3,088
Eney coptured (ineluding o Yotiollion » « ~ » 593
ecorsandey, & nortor
corpany cormiander, .
and the executive officer of
o reginental heodquarters
eorpeny)
EILQI_W Suspects detained o 4w .J.,OGO
Chieun Hoi (VO cadreren ebe., who 483
ralled to GVN)}

Individnal wenpons cogtiredn » » » 203

Crew served weapons ciphbured o« » » 52

(including one 105 howitzer, ten

42,7 dnd three 50 cal AL nachine guns)

Much arrmndtion of cll types (including 126 rownds of 405 :im

howltzer)

Mony docunernts coptured ~we oo 1,250 pounds of wiich
450 pounds prodse useful
intelligence

Mach corrumnications equipment » (Chicon FM Transceivers, FRC 1O,

4NGR 9, Field Telephones, wire, radio parts, o P,4, systen, etc.)
coptured,

Rice coptured ani evacugtele » » » 91 tons

for refugecs

selt Coptured aend evacuatcls w » « U4 tons

for refugees

Muagh indivicual equiprient (hundrecs of pocks, ete,) ccptired,

Ce &8 o Yesult of this severe Gmege done to thelr uniits, the
Seo Veng Division cen he expected to bLe inelffective for & periol of
Beveral vonths,

e, We obtained rmch tecticol intelligence uselwl to ourselves and
provided the basls for lilgher headquorters to gleen imch teclmical ond
stroategic intellizence. The tacticol intelllgence we obtained encbled us
to orient on the eney ond to nadntodn coutact every doy for fortyeone
consecutive Cays, bHuch prolonged conbact wes heretolore virtually unheard
of In this type wox,

f. We ogain denonstrated on gbility to alr assaalt inmto even the rest
¢ifficudt of terrain, Jsing this copability, we swrprised the enerny by
lending obove and behind his 2illsice defenses and surprised hin alud by
entering ocrens where he felt hinself protected by his fortificatlions and
the ruggelness of the terrain.

Gy Ve ggoin euploced our crtillery (and the LS55 1m howitzer for the
first tire} on hilltops gnd other wilikely spois end :wnde tube artillery
support constently availoble to owx infondry and covalry units,

e Jur engineers built two fine alrfields, one north of Bong .Son, one
west of Fhu Cab,

1, We contucted continuous-psychological operations which proluced
prisoners end Chieuw Hol and also kept the inhcbitants of the areas inforied
as to whot was happening and whot they shonld 2o to avoid ham and to retwm
tv governient control,
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Jo  VWo fougit in o Censely populoted crew, strongly cefended by the
VC, and yot dic reiwvrkobly little Carwge to the friendly or potentiully
frdendly inhobitonte of the cxea, Thie i8 o grect tribute to the careful
. vey in which cormwnders ut o)l levels expludned and enforecd the rules of

engogenent and o tribute to the infividual trouper in cerrying out these
cifficundy instructions,
k, We cooperateld ond coordinated well with the RJK's, the ARVN
¢ and the J.8, Novy, U.b, Morines end. the u,5. Alr Force in prolongec.
andl corplex operations. This will enhonce the confidence and rwbual respect
of ench of these forces for the other. ,

14 Ve kept et lenst fowr of owr infantry battolions (ond six for
the nojority of the period) in sustoined vperations for fortyeone Caye
ot an average distonce fron our base in an Kie of approxiiately 66 kiloe
reters, We tine lald to rest any residaal coubt abowt owr ability to
eondnet sustained corbat,

n, We tronsferred bottclions end switched brigodes with for less
loss of rouentw than herctofore, cnd were thus cble to keep constont
Dresoure on the eneny,

n, &8 Individuals ond es units you peyformned like true professioncls,
Your tearmrork within enc between units was top notch, The newly arrived
nerbers of the ddvision cequitted therwelves very well, our old tiners
were superb. I rate the division’s uverall perforrnice ag belng at least
S0% better thon in owr other lng corpalsn in Pleiln » and we emerged
Tron these forty-one Coys of sustedned corbot in fax better shope than
e enfed o thirtyeelgit doys corbot in Pleiku,

ey

In short, Sky Troopers of the First .dr Cav, you have placed the
none en. the fighting reputotion of the "First Teo" ab the very top of
the roll of ixy Divisions. You have cgoin given the .xvy end our Comntry
conse to be prouwd of you, Well Cdone; I sclute you,

HARRY W, 1, ICENIW

MeJor General, Jhi.
Convanding
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