N i

AVCGT 28 April 1966
SUBJECT: Combat Oparations After Action Report {(RrCS MACV J3/32) i

wera repoaitlonud on geveral occasions using 4 CH-54 porties to move the
howitzers with the remainder of battery personnel and equipment boing moved L
by 9 CH-47 sorties. A speolsl sling for the 155mm howitzers was fabrioated u

by Suppert Command, lst Gavalry Division, This capability permits 155's to .
occupy firing positions that would otherwise be inacoessible. it

bo Individusl and orew served night vieion devices (Sterlight t
Scopen) were used during Bong Son operations. The performance of these . '
devices met the standards forecast by the new equipment training teem,
No significant problems have been noted and theso devices are considersed | .
highly suitable fox issue and use by troop units. oo ‘ .

¢. Sentry dogs have been used for pscurity of Division base
logistical areas %o conserve manpower requiremsnts for many months with l
good results. During MASHER/WHlTb WING the Division requested support i
by the IL Corps Beout Dog Platoon. Thesse doges arrived in the Bong Son |
eres as the oampaign was ending and were not available for use over a
long enough period to properly evaluate their effectiveneas on patrola
or ambushes, ,
. ]

do Hztengive vye was again mede of the (V=2 aexial radio relay
airoraft. The (V-2 relay initially went into operation % Faeb 66 and was |
available for 1565 hours during the remainder of the oampaign. S

8o On 20 Fgb 66 two special CH~47 medical evacuation missions i
were performed using the GH-47 hoiat &nd non~rigid litter. The non-rigid
litter enables seriounly ifijired personnel to be hoisted into a hovering
CH-47 from en inscoessabld looation. The litter used for this misasion ias
Litter, Semi-Rigid, Polaless FSN 6530-783-7600, The Medical Pod (CH-54
Pod converted to a medical treatment shelter) was employed for the first
time during the campaign by the 15th Medical Battalion.

fo For the first time, riot control agent (RCA) CS was closely
integrated in a combat role as an effective limited response weapon. On
4 Fabruary, 300 CS grenades were dropped from a helicopter dispenser ou
o suspecied hospital loosetion to determine by & G5 reconnsissance whether
any VC were present, Upon aurveillance. no sotivity resulted and the arca
wes entered with negative GOntacto Hed there been enemy, fires were on . [
call to destroy the floeing enemy without further injury to the patients. ;
On the seme date a heavy concentration of CS waa placed on a villsge at
B3 785952 and loudspeekers wors used to inform the people that they were
not to fire st helicopters. This ended more than two days of sporsadic
firings from this village. In another wvillege heliborne C3, coupled with
a masked ground assault, aided in the capture of 17 Viet Cong suspects with
only one enemy injury. Hand grenades were used in a similar role to ¢lear
a ocave in the BLACK HORSE area where 43 VC had been pursued. All 43 departed
the cave and were oasptured, with only one being killed who mefused to surren=
- der, US hand grenades were alac used throughout the operefion in the sesxroh F
of many houses and “wwmeis to drive persomnel from their hiding places and
rovide an opportunity to determine whether they were mexrely civiliens hiding
or were armed VC'm, This limited response technique undoubtedly resulted i
in reduoing the number of noncombat deaths in this highly populated orem. f
It also groatly shoriened the time for clearance and probably reduced friend= N
ly casualticss, At the IRON TRIANGLE, CS followed immediately by artillexy s C
and rocket fires was used to drive'the VC from their entrenchments and ‘
graatly increesed the effectiveness of the artillery fires., The tochnique
provid extremely effective and should be considered in the attack of any |
fortified area sgainst unmasked enemy. 4 new first in this operation was . .- |
the conduct of airmobile assaulte into riot control agent aresn with all i
L
|

personnel, inoluding pilots, masked.
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12, Commander's Analysis.

o -g. Major Results of msnm/wmﬁ. WING inoludel .

(1) In coordination with ARVN this Dlvision nade 1% poasible
to return 140 000 Vietnamese to GVN control through: clearing the enemy firom
the ocoastal plain north of Bong Son. So far as is now know, the GVN intends
to resstablish olvil government in thig area.

(2) Inhabitants of the An Lao and Son Long (Eim Song) Valleys =

ware given a chanoe to be fireed of VC domination by moving to areas which
are under government control. About half the people given this ohanoe did
leave their homes and moved to areas OOntrolled by the GVN, -

- (3) Enemy units which had long threatened Bong Son and Route
1 from Qui Fhon to Bong Son were dealt severe blows in personnel and equip=
ment losses end in forood evacuation of formerly "secure" base areas. .Thia.
Division fought all three regiments of the Sac Vang Division (the QUuyet
Chien, the Quyet Thang and the Quyet Tam). There is solid evidence that .
thias Division rendered five of the nine battalions of their thres regiments
ineffeotive, and additionally, rendered ineffective the mortar compeny end
recoilless rifle company of the Quyet Thang Regiment, and the enti-alroraff
company and signal company of the Sao Vang Divisions Three field hospitala
supporting that division were oaptured. 3pecifioc 1ossea inoludes -

KIA (Bc) - 1342
KTA (EST) - 1746
WIA (BST) - 1348
'_-vcc - 633 _—
" (Includes a battalion commander, mortar oompany .
commander, and the executive officer of a regi-
mental headqnartars oompany) :
ves - 1087
Cheiu Hol rallierg = 485
hﬁ?ihdividual weapons - 208 |
Crew sexrved weapons = 52

(Inoludes one 105mm howitzez,. ten 12.7mm and threo 50
Cal AA machine guns) :

" Large quantities of ammunltxon of all type inoluding

126 rounds of 105mm howi tzer ammunitiono

- Many documents were captured (1250 pounda of whioch 150
pounds_promise. useful intelligence). .

Large guantities of communicationa equipment (Fﬂ and K
‘radios,. telephonea, wire, radio parta, PA ayatems)

Rice = captuzad and evacuated for refugaea - 91 tons.

Salt = oaptured-gnd evaouated for refugeea - 14 tona.
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+ As a result of the severe damage done to their units -

the Sao Vang Division can be expacted to be ineffective for a period of

several months.

(4) The extanded duration_of this campaign enabled much tac=

_tioal intelligenoe to be socumilated to support Division oombat operations
and provided the basis for higher hesdquavters to glean moh technical and

strategic intelligence, The development of the Szo Vang Division structure

is & gpecifio benefit of sustained operations, The tactical intelligence
obtained enabled this Division to orient on the enemy and maintain conteot
every day for 41 consecutive days - an achievement virtuelly unheard of in
this type of war,

(5) This Division sgain demonstrated an ability to air assault
into even the most difficult terrain. This oapability enabled Division
unite to surprise the enemy by landing ahove and behind his hillside defenaess
The ensmy was also suprised by the Division's capability for rapid entry
"at will" into arcas formerly regerded as VC strongholds. The demonstration
that formerly safe havens are not in fact safe may camuse the VC to modify
- their hard base system and move more frequently, If this course of aotion
is undertaken the enemy will face inoreased resupply and assembly probelems

as well as becoming more exposed to friendly reoonnaissance and surveillance
efforts.

. (6) Tha Diviaion emplaced ertillery (inoluding the 155mm howitzer
for the first time) on hilltops and other normally inacceasible sites to

make tube artillery support oanatantly available %o infhntry and oavalry
unite. ‘

(7) Divieion engineera built two fine alrstrzpa - one north
of Bong Son and one west of Phu Cat. The new airstrip west of Phu Cat will
ecoept C-130 aireraft.

(6) Continuous paychological operationa were oonducted which
produced. prisoners and Cnjeu Hols and also kept the inhabitants within the.
operational areas informed as to what wes happening and what they should
do to awold harm end to return to.government control. The extended dura=
tion of the campaign snd the resulting tactiocal intelligenos enabled advane
tages to be taken of "bresks" as they ooourred suoh as the capture of key
personnel -and loss of gupport faoilitieao

(9) Gombat operations were oonducted in a denaely populated
area, strongly defended by the VC, with remarkably little damsge to friendly

"~ or potentially friendly inhabitanta of the area, Thisg result is.a tritute

* %o the careful wey in whioh commanders at all levels explained and enforced . ‘
- ‘the rules of engagement and to: the mamner in which the individnal soldier
- -oarried out these diffioult instructions.

(10) MASHER/WHITE WING was hié,hl:l.ghted by oooperation and
ooordination between this Division and the ROKs, ARVN, US Navy, US Marineas,
and US Air Force in prolonged and onmplex operationss The-resulis will
enhace the oonfidenoe and mutual respect of each of thege foroes for the
other. :

- (11) This Division kept at least four infantry battalions.
‘-(and six for the majority of the period) in sustained operations for 41
-days at sn average distance from the Division An Xhe base of 65 kilometers.
Battalions and brigedes were switched with far less loss of momentum thean
heretofore and the enemy was kept under conatant pressure. The Division
thus laid to rest any residusal doubt about an airmobile division's ability
to oon&uct sustained ocombat.
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b. Lessons Learned.

(1) Experience during MASHZR/WHITE WING indicates the desi-
rgbility of providing = platoon size force from a reserve unit in readiness
tc secure downed aircraft pending completion of aircraft recovexy. This

procedure avoids the need to use ground units having other tasks wlth the

mission thereby disrupting operations already in progress. This reserve
ready foroe can be employsed as an Eagle Flight or kept on the ground pre-
pared for immediate talke off.

(2) TFlush tactics. This technique was used effectively during
the EAGLES CLAW sction in the lower Xim Song Valley by the 3d Brigade and
later the lst Brigede. About two thirds of the force takes up well oconcealed
ambush prsitions covering naturel routes in and out of the area. This ambush
force is positioned by carefully chosen flight routes and deceptive landings.
The embush force is prepared for 48 hours operations without resupply. The
remainder of the force lands in.the center of the erea and acts as "beaters”
moving toward the ambush forces. Based on observed movements awey from the
beater foroe, artillery and alr interdiction is used on routes between the
beater and ambush forces at night., A& an example 1/5 Cav found 8 VC KIa,

1 rocket launcher, and two metal containers of small arms ammunition on
18 th‘(BRW7667475 when moving through a route interdicted under thesa
oiroumstances. -

(5) Attacking ground units oan best exploit olose artillexy

- and TAC Air support in mountainous terrain when directions of flight or
‘%un-targat lines generally parallel the long axis of the objective area
i.

esy valley. floor or ridge line). The ground force can attack from a
‘direction perpendicular to the line of flight or fire with greater gsafety. -
Also more of the ordnance will be expended in the intended objective areas .-
than vhen direotion of flight or firing is "ercss" ocompsrtment.

‘0 Civil Affairs Lotivity.

(1) The following is a summaxy of the 1st Air Cevalry

Division eivil affaira/bivio action activities oonducted during operations

in An Lao and Hoai Nhon districts (MASHER and WHITE WING) -and in Hoal An
distriot’ (EAGLE'S CLAW), to inolude the BLACK HORSE phase, as of 6 March
1966, '

(a) Rofugees in Bong Son prior to the operation totaled
7,806, Ag operations began, approzimetely 13,000 war vietime moved to Hwy 1.
Distriot officials initimlly permitted 3,400 true refugees to enter Bong
Son and kept evacueas north of area P0G, During An Lao Valley operations,
4,500 refugees moved to Dong Son. Of these, the divigion transported 3,491
refugses from An Lao Valley by helicopters. At the end of operations, Bong
Son contained 15,836 refugees end Hwy 1 north of area DOG oontained 11,806

' evacuoes, Hoai Nhon Distriot now contains a total of 27,652 refugees and

gvagueas,

7,514, Subsequent operationa freed over 10,000 war victims most of whom
ocoupied vaosnt buildings or moved into homas of friends between area BIRD

and District Headquarters, The Division evacuated 320 refugees by helicopter. -

A total of 2,876 refugees from the Song Lon Valley moved to Becure areas
by foot with their food supplies end personal belonglngs. The refugee popu~
lation in Hoai An Distriot is presently 17,622, L e

. (0) In Hoai Mhon and An Lao Distriots the Division has
captured and evacuated 47 tons of rice and 14 tons of salt to the Distzriot
Headquarters in Bong Son, Ivacuation was made by CH-47 airoraft, _In )

25

(v) -Refhgees in Hosi An Distriot prior to 11 Feb 66 totaled
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aLditian a ﬁwo-ton cache of rice was oaptured ax Bs 843097 and diatributed
tb needy, loocal oivilieng,

5\ .
b (d) In Host An Dintriot the Div'ision oaptured 424 tons.
of rios, Twenty and one~half tons of this rice and ten pigs were delivered
by helioopter to the Distriot Headquartors: The remaining 22 tons of rice
wag evacuated from BR 825828 and BR 825821 by 900 oivilians acting undex
orders from the Distriot Chief, O8mell quaniities of VC medical supplies,
text books, and olothing wers captured and presented to VN medical personnels.

(e) During siok call motivities in Hoei Nhon and An Ldg
Diatriots, the Division trsated 2,362 Vietnamese patients and evaouated
62 seriously injured peraonnel to the Bong Son dispensary. Medioal treat=
ment was provided along Hwy 1 and in areas adjacent to tactiosl operations

" to asslst the GVN, Treatment was given on 3% ocoocaslons at 19 different

looations,

: : {(f) In Hoai An Diaﬁriot & tdtal of 707 patients were
treated, Three seriously injured patients were evacuated to the distrioet
dispensery. Treatment was given on twelve different ocoasions in the vici=-

‘nity of areag DUCK and BIRD°

(3) Hoal Nhon District offioials, MACV advisors, and
22d ARVN Divieion persommel established four olvilian supply distribution

‘and medical aid points on Hwy 1 (BS 612130, BS 903098, BS 892070, and

BR 880997). The following items were distributed to evacuees along Hwy 1
and to refugees from the An Laoc Valleyi Bulgar wheat ~ 101,876 1bs, cooking

0il -~ 984 geal, and canned milk 648 oana,

(h) Hoed An Distriot officials and MACV advisor distri-
buted the following USAID supplies to refugeess Bulgar wheat - 68,640 1lbs,
cooking oil - 1,520 gal, and cenned milk - 480 cans. The following items
were fuinished to.the district headquarters by the Division for oivic action,
support of war victims: blankets - 30, soap ~ 75 bars, VIS magezines -~ 200,
blue medical ghirts - 120, and blue medicel trousers =~ 240. GVN ocivilian

- supply support of refugees was reduced because the Distriot Chief permitted

refugees to return to their homes to retrieve food .and clothing.

(1) A %otal of 75 Chféu Hoi's surrendered to GVN officials

, during operations in Hool An Distriet, Of these five utilized safe conduot |

passes; 50 were V0 guerillas; and 25 were infrastructure oadre.

(5 During operations in Hoai Nhon snd An Lao Districts
a total of 408 Ghiau Hoi surrendered to GVN officisls, 'Of thess, 270 used
1aqilet3 to surrender; 302 were VC guerillag; and 106 were 1n£rastructure

I (k). The 401-t Soout Company, 224 ARVN D:.vision, assisted
thé Division in evacuation of oaptured supplies in Hoai Nhon Distriot by

'furnishing 100 soldiers to secure cache sites and to sack end load supplies

aboard aircraft.

(1) The following shor t-term, high-impact projects were

. '“utilized during operations:

1, Goordination effeoted with EOD team from 184th

'Ori Bn to »emove 500, 250, and 100 pound bombs from near Vietnamese hamlets
' (BS 890062, B3 901129, and BS 895126).

w . 2, Candy distributed to childrenm,

|
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3, Ingineer units repaired Bong Jon streets and the
"roads laading to the threo refugaa Canps.

: ‘4o Water pump installed at Hoai Nhon Distriot
- dispensary. '

5o VC monument was destroyed at B3 882062,

' ' ' én Divieion assisted in obvaining BZong 3on Catholio
prieat to perfrom servicve for VN civilians in Hoai An Distriot. ‘

1, Agtion initisted to construot well and latrine |
in new Bong Son refugee camp.

Be Unit sclativm cbntribﬁtion, loetter of condolence,)
CARE fabrio kit, and oooking oil presented through GVN distriet offlolala to.
grandparents of 6 year old Bong Son traffice viotim, !

(=) In conjunction with GVN official, CARE falric kits
and assistance in claims form preparation given to VN man and girl who ‘
received minor injuries in ARA miaflre in Dong Son. :

.oemetary in Div1sion CP ares to permit mournlng at husband‘s grave,

(o) Honi Mhon District Chief presen.ed 20,000 sheets of
leaflet papser featuring GVN flag for use .in lossl VI3 Psy st program,
Agsistance given VIS in formulation of Jpeoial news bulletin published and.
distributed in Bong Son areas

() Vietnanese widow, ohild, ‘and relative escorted to i
i
|

(p) Gifts of cooking oil, fabric kits, and olothes dis=
- tributed to 11 VN c¢itizens whe forfeited property for forwsrd division CP |
erea and access roads, Aseistance given in preparation of claims forms :
angd GVN officials encouraged to expedite procesainge

: {2) Conolusions These operstions have beer the first real
test for the Divisior in conducting milltary operatlone in a very densely
populsted area, Our psst crerchions were primerily in uninhablted or
gpersely settled areas, where our corocern was slmoet en~1u31vely on killing |
VG. During present operations there were three major problems anticipated,
811 of which did in fact require massive efforts to solve. . ‘

(a) Mininizing nonucombatant oasualtieso ' - 'F

(b) Control, segregation and handling of large numbexs

of refugess,
(o) Bvacuation of captured supplies.

By careful prior planmning and team work with all GVN, |
UsSe oivilian and U.3. military orgenizations we feel we have suUCCasHw f
fully met the problems, each of which was aB sericus as anticipated.

d. Psy War Activitieso

‘ (1) Non-combatants. Advance information prior to MASHER/ |
WHITE WING indioated that a hostile or non-cooperative attitude should be |
expected in areas long under VC domination such as 4An Leo Volley, Kim Song;
Valley, and the northern portion of the ocoastal plain. This loreoasi was
not borne out during aotusl operations. The attitude of the population ‘
has been fsvarable to GV¥ tut direotly proportional to the statua of |

; : 4

_21
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' fightlng troops in oontach with the popula.‘t:.onq Waen US Forces move in‘oo '
an erea, the pecple expect to reoceive benefits and proteotion, consequents
1y they reoiprocate with information. a.nd tend to deny the NVANC food and : -
ghelter, Vhen the US Forces atart to leave o whon the population deteota;
& Teduotion. 1n friendly strength the. .tnfomation ﬂ.ow 13 reduoed., ' '

(2) li}n.anw comba.tantaa ,

B (a) 'I.'he HVJL/VC have ‘become steadily ore reaponsive to ;
the Pay War effort,  This was related to the status of food, casusliles, @ - |
sickness, and fighting capabllity of the enemy, At the beginning of Operation
MASHER the Chien Hoi's were local force VC btut ss the ensmy units were chased,
beaten, and harrassed, a number of NVA cadre surrendered rather then dying.

During the final 10 days of Fab, NVA officers and enlisted men railied with | .

safo conduct passes., Fear. of a.rtillary ‘and. air attacks was frequently mene
tioned by csptured personnel, - This is signiflosnt since these ralliere :
have indiceted the VC orders are to shoot any who attempt to rally.

RVA ralliers are confused and openly state that they were told their misaion
wad to free the people but: they ses that the V’ietnamasa people axe en,joying
a reaaona.bly good. 1ife nows o o v

_ (b) Bowever, the problem of large’ soale defection or o
rellying is atill to be solvad, The ralliers have been Individuels to . |
date, and a.lthough thay have ﬁ"mly glven mioh valuable information and . - A

rooorded loudspecker tspss exhorhing their oom:s.daa 0 rally Uy name, only ;‘

individuals have reuponicd regardiess of thelr condition. Some theme muat
be developed in coordination with tactiosal operations thai will strike the
right response in theme pacple so-that the Chisuw Hoi. program will increamse -
fron & trickle of individuale to'a flow of NVA unitas Varlous themes  are = '
being worked on in olose ocordination with taetioal opa,‘ca.tinna vith this

- objeotive. in mind. : ; ‘

(3) Pay Wo.r Or.ganiz&tionu -

(a) Both .the 24th and 245"01!. Psy Mu‘ Detmhmc.nts were . J }

deaotivated during Feb and the 245th Psy Ops Co was formed at FFORCEV, NHA -
TRANG.  The total support eveilable to the Division did not chenge; it is
normally one J~man H& loundspesker team for operations with the Divieion's -

8 maneuver battalions, This force is eugmented with up . to three additionsl. I :!.!

HE teams as other major II Corps taotioal uniie release thair attached. tea.ma :
when the:,r are not oommitted on oparationuo

: (b) In addition, ond in conjunction with the FPORCEY - |

- Pey Op officer, the USAF 5%h Air Commando Sgdn furnished & loudspésker
equipped U=10 aircraft with orew. This alroraft was available during

- the entire Bong Son campaign exoept for short periods when it wes being

exohanged, During three perioda, 1t was augmented with 8. seoond U=10 ai:c- 1

‘ cru.ﬁ.j.

(o) The Div Pay Op' Officer ooordina.ted miasione direstly -
'with FFORCEV Psy Op representatives who utilized the above resourcea to
. acoomplish the requented missions, In addition FPORCEV n.ccompliehsﬁ other
AR‘TN, and US Merine mdsolons with 'ch.e same airara.fto

(4) -Pay War Operationa., Psy Op plﬂnning was closaly Qoordinated
with the taot:l.oa.]. operationao - I .

‘ (a.) During atrikes on populatad a:ceas f‘rom whioh airora.ft |
reoeivo ﬂre, there vere threo phases of warninsal ) .

R =1
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1, Warning phase whioh oonsisted of both loudspeaker
and leaflet messages warning ths population sbout firing on airorafts Refer
lto item 1, Inolosure 40 : .

i . The Evacuation Phage in which both loudspeaker
and leaflet messages told the people that fire continued to be received

land- that the VC in the villages would be attacked. The nonwcombatents were
la.d.vised. to move to a lpeoific Bafe locationq Item 2, 3, 3a, of Inclosura”ﬁo

\ ‘ 30 After the strike a loudspaaker message advised
whe non-oombatants that the VG wexe responaible fnr ‘the attack on the village.
Jtem 4, 5, of Inclosure 4»
1. ‘ (b) The loudspeaker aircraft monitored the artillary

d Alr Force fire nets and was in a position immediately after a strike
to drop safe conduct passes, leaflets and broadoast a rally message., ditem
6, Inclosure 4. °

r (c) Whenever a Chieu Hol was interrogated end volunteerad
s&atements, tha qu Op perscnnel in conjunotion with the JUIPAC representatives

' taped en appropriate rally message. This listed comrade:' names and the

mission was flown over known enemy locations. ’Speozfic rolly instructions
were included, Item Ty Tas 8, 9, Inoclosure 4.

(d) Night as well as day missions were coordinated to

‘ehhanoe the superstitious beliefs of the enemy,. Funeral dirges and weird

wailing brosdoast were played over an area after a period of heavy sontact,
Emphasis was placed on VC dead not receiving proper burial. Item 6,
Inclosure 4.
: (e) Pgy Op miasions were utilized as part of deception
programs to direot the enemy attention awsy from proposed operztionel areas,
An effeotive approache was %o drop "Don't Fire at Adrcraft'” leaflets in an
area in 00njunction with en H&I program and Cavalry Squadron operations

to foous the enemy's attention eway from the area in which operationa were
planned° Item 1, 2, 3, Incloaure 4o

(£) Noneoombatanis were urged to deny ‘the Ve fbod

‘ ahelter, and other help as friendly troops moved into an area. This was

olosely coordinated with civio action missions of sick call end refugee’
mcvement, Item 10, 11, 12, Inclosure 4.

- (4) Psy Ops Gfound Team Aotivities.

‘ (a) Ioudspesker surrender and damoralization broadoast
were oonducted in direct support of EWeep operaxionsa

(v) Control of oivilians during sesrch and estroy
operationa was accompliashed to raduce civilian casualties by cmouncing
inatructions before and during operatlions.

(o)  Interrogation of VCC and VCH was mads to obtain
i#mediate taotioal 0B, VC troop enviromment, VC troop locations, and other
information necassary for subsequent leaflet and loudapaaker operationa.

(d) Gpoups of oiviliane were indoctrinated as to ellied
preaance, Chieu Hoi Program, GVN policies and objeotiveso'

: (e) Loudspeaker appeals were coordinated with artillery
nd mortexr leaflet fires, Surrender appeals were deliverad to Jnown ve
guerilla looationse’ . .
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|
(£) The teems persusded oivilians to lead combat patrols |
i

to guerilla nidecuts resulting in approhension of 16 VS and removal of 76
women and ohildren from mountains. Ecoordinatee‘BS TZOB)o .

. (g) Bottelion commenders were provided with immediste
enemy 0B learned during interrogationa. ‘

(h) A teem requested and received demolitions to deetroy :
VC monuments as a part of civilied 1ndootrination programu An Do (1) |
(Bs 8520)0 , , | g

N () The teams oontinously helped identify, interrogate,
"~ process and oontrol VGS during all operations.

(3) Civilisns were controlled and instructed dnring

statio altuationeu , _ f'

(k) The Chieu Hoi Program Wes advertised, is04, money ;
for weapons, resettlement program. Item 14, Inclosure 4o i

()) The followlug Psy Ops perfbrmance datsn indicate that socope ‘

of the lat Cavalry Divislon Psy Ups effort in the Bong Son ares during Feb 66%
|

() _91 loudspeaker missions were flown. The total epeakeri

time was 62 hours and 45 minutes. (Representative examples of six loudspeaker -

tapes which were reoorded and broadoast by thia Hq, during Fab are liated as
items 1 thru 6, Inclosure 4.

(b) 72 leaflet missions were flown. ‘A total of 3,413,000
leaflets were dlstributed in the Bong Son Campelgnnaree. Rranples of messages
are listed as items 7 thru 14, Inclosure 4.

(6) There were 54 HE laudapeaker tean days in support of
“the 1st Cavalry Division's Bong Son Campaign during Fab,

(6) Visibvle results of Pey Ops support are not as readlly
reccrded as other forms of support for combat operations and their impact
remaing largely e matter of judgement with regard to eech operation. In
addition the results of this support oan be gained by any friendly units
in the aressand can extend.past the termination of field operations by the
unit initiating the Pgy War activity. Some specific results that are known
‘to. have resulted from the Division Psy Ops ef'fort includess

(a) A totel of 485 Chieu Hoi's have been reocomded thru .
all available sources through 6 Mar, Of theee over 270 hed sefe conduct
passes, All atate they heard the loudupesker broadcasts. Hvidence of la- |
tent effect of Psy War activity is reflected by GVN reports of 115 edditional
Chieu Hoi's in the Bong Son ares during the week following terminstion of '
Operation WHITE WING, Most of these Teturnees had lesflets or stated they
hed heard the loudspesker appeal: or both. ?

{b) In coordination with G-5, loudspuuker mesEees were |
broadosst to non-combatants werning them to move out of a populated areas :
from which we were receiving fire and where we were planning fires, In
.guoh. o&sag, the value of the Pay War progrem ‘oen hardly bYe eveluated since i
it is the sbsence of non-combant cesualties which is the result. However,
there are the tangible effecta observed from loudspeaker missions in which

|
the oivilians are moved to an aresa by loudspeeker alone for screoning, sick {'

~0all end subsequent refugee mavement. Over 4,500 refugess responded %o f
such appealse. _ : ' |
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8¢ A ninth infantry battnlion be sdded to the Airmobile Division
to provide increased / “antry strength and {lexibility "~r operations in
Vietnam, Justifioatic.. for s additional infentry bat. .ion includess: o

(1) A two battelion brigade cannot meintein a significant
reserve preparcd for immediate commitment. Frequent opportunities ariee
to decisévely engage emall VC groups provided the required troops oan be ‘
poaitioned on the ground within a period of a few minutes. . .

(2)" During HASHBR/WHITE WING this Division was fortunate in
being able to depend on ROK or 22d ARVN Division elements to provide secur=
ity for aircraft basss, forward supply points and oommand posts. Some oomw
bat power must be devoted to this purpose when these oonditions do not exist.

(3) At this time two infantry battalions ere required for 1

Division base defbnsu and TAOR operations.

(4) Reserve/reaotion forces requlrad by higher headquarters t
(one or two battalions) mst necesnarily be designated from those in the
‘area of operatione thus restricting their freedom of employment in the
operational area,

b, This Divigion is authorized 60 ARVN NGO interpreters, Of this |

number en averege of 52 has besn present for duty conuiderxng leaves and
other absenoces. Division G2 and 191st MI Det have a oontinuing priority
roquirement for 18 interpreters to support prisoner interrogation and
dooument translation reguirements. The remaining interpreters are so few
that they oonnot be assismed lower than infantry battalion level. Reports
from 21l combat operations of this Division heve consistently noted a
requirement for n interpreter at company level for immediate questioning
of VCC and suspeots as well as issuing instructions to noncombants. Thie
Division has submitted three letter roquests for suthorization of 45 addi-
tional ARV NCO interpreters for & total of 105 for the Division. The
shortage of interpreters is undsrstood here but tha urgenoy of the require=
. ment oannot be overstated,

o+ During Operation MASHER/WHITE WING (25 Jan - 28 Feb 66) DiV1sionj

nigsion ready siroraft averaged 62.4 percent end the average LDF was 15,1
percent (both averages inolude float giroraft). Major items causing the -
high EDP were CH-13 bearings, engines, and transmissionsy UH-l main rotor
blades, engines and transmissions; and CH-47 forwerd and aft controls,
blades, and transmission. Aoction was taken early in Feb to improve the
Division's airoraft parts statue by dispatohing a Division and USARV rep-
resentative to CONUS tn fill zero balance items of the aircrafi perts ASL, .
As - a result of thle spuoisl effort parts wore shipped irom CONU3 beginning
25 Feb and began to axrrive at An Khe oommenoing 2 Mar 66, This speoial -

N
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prooedure will groatly assist the Division's aircraft parts status over |
the next two or three months. However, it is important that continuing
attention be placed on establishing an alreraft vepair parts supply sys- |
tem that will provide a dependable rasponse to routine airoraft parts

requisisions. |
:&m@w
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RESUITS OF 157 CATALRV DIVTS b vF

T AW

VTR
.Ja.-......L.d..\. 7

lh.LTEi-I!( 105SES

THASL 1 bHASE II

¥iigsy 11X

THASE 1V

(24 - 27 Jan) (28 Jan = 3 Fev) {4 - 10 Feb): {11 - 28 Feb) TOTAL ~
712 (B0) 37 566 1 709 19 1242
K12 (287T) 41 - - 915 f 15 760 12 1746 -
via (ms7) - %7 - 978 13 1348
oo 27 215 108 245 4 633
ves 81 e 186 340 102. 1087
Indiv Yons 2 T 49 10 142 5 208
‘ Créxf Served *pns - .l ) 6. - 7 - 4:6 | o 52‘
| .7 FRIENDLY IOSSES |
EIa 2 119 (Fote 1) 0 107 (fote 2) 228 (Fote 1-2)
v 25 B 5 512 7 788
1T . . - H - ,
NOTE 1 - The Phase II total of 119 ircludes 42 Division persounel killed in a €-173 cxash 25 Jar 6.
o . Foﬁr USAF crev members were killed in the C-12% crash 25 Jan £6 and two USAF FAC's were

. T

killed in an Q-1 crash 2 Har 66.

USAT lozses are not included in the tabulation above.

Iﬁcl 11




b £ -3 = B 4

b A L P " 2 5

4 gres b Do 4 B Pl o

I R & HEp B #B 0 HE O GRATY:

e e o 5 gt S 4 i (2l w e
e »ly - " g ==} TUT,{\,L

KIi (FC) 60% 739 1342 465 193 BS8 40 101 150 2150

KLa ("8T) 490 790 17460 255 1> 2500 49 23 92 D78

TOUAL 1559 1520 3088 700 208 903
YT (38T 357 001 1348

760 242 391 €33 59 97 11 20 135 31 76l
veS 459 S28 1087 30 AT 47 ST 76 155 1567

DWIVIDULL WIPYS 49 139 208 44 24 68 A

W
-
o
™o
(7]
O

Gl BHRVED WITS 6 46 52 5 6 11 1 1 2 @5

(1 018)

4
105mm How 1= (Reprosents recovery of an ARVI 105m ilow - this
woanon was recovered a3 ceperate parts and was
Tomm IR 6 not in.operable condition) .
C12,7/50 eal MG S 13

{ AVT TITOTON)

10%armilow | 126 rds
Slmm Hort : 21 rds
Gome Hort ‘ 172 rds
Torm R 22 ris
| 57ma RE - 8 rds
Sipenndes ' 860 o _ .

Small Arme - 28,600 rds

!

(OTHEER MATERIAL)

fadios ) 10
Tolephones 13
Medicine 39 boxes
Deonments . 1,250 1bs.
Piasters 41,300

KOTE 1 - ;st?Cavsgiv totals are through 6 Mar 66, ARVN and ROK totals are
2 Feb 66. .

Inal 12 {
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15T GAVALRY DIVISION

DAL ATRCHART MISSIONS AND SORPIES

25 Jan = 6 Max

. I’IISSIONS
UHel
OH=13%
CH=-4T .

SORTIES

UE-1
OH=13

CH=47

TR
URed -
OH~13
CHE~47

0-1

Inecl 15

32,348
6,457
4’131

594272
9,156
59951

19,371 houxs
4,462
2,357

289 -




1.

2.

3e

Se

1ST CAVALRY DIVISION

AVIATION/COMBAT AKMS SUPPORT STATISTICS
'PHASE I and II (24 Jan - 3 Feb )
" ge Total Inf Bn's airlifted

be Total Arty Birys eirlifted

0e Total Tons Carge Alrlifted

de; Total Passengers Airliffed |

PHASE III (4 Feb - 10 Feb)
aei Total Inf Bns Airlifted
bet Total Arty Btuys Airlifted

ae Total Tons Cargo Airlifted

de Total Passengéra Airlifted

PHASE IV (11 - 28 Feb)
as Total Inf Bns Airlifted

be Total Apty Btrys Airlifted

¢e Total Tons Cargo Airlifted
de: Total Passengers Airlifted
de

PHASE V (1 ~ 6 Mar)

aes Total Inf Bns Aig:;l.iftad
be: Total Arty Btrys Adrlifted
cs Total _‘l‘ons Cargo Airlifted

doi Total Passengors Alrlifted

%mﬂmTﬂda@ﬁknfémﬂ

a« Total Inf Bns Airlifited .

bsi Total Arty Birys Airlifted
cs; Total Tons Ga:golﬁ.rlif‘bed
deor Total Paaaenga.fa Airlified

mﬂ- .

. o= 17

- 10
= 3439243

- 244989

. - 10

. o= 22

1,875
16,164

- 39
- 23’

- 12

=0

- 462
- 15,125

- 18

=%
= 970049
= 929351

3,971
375073




PHASE I (25 = 27 Jan) -~ A.

'PHASE IT (23 Jan thru 3 Feb)
A.
B.
C.
D,

PHASE IIT {4 thru 107Feb) - A.

PHASE IV ( 11 thru 28 Feb')
o o A,
' ‘Bn
C
‘D.
E.
Fa

PHASE V. (1 thru 6 Mar) - A

TOTALS: : A,
B.

C.

- D.

E.

r,

Incl 12

Mreraft hit = 21 e
Casualties = 1 KIA K WIA
Aircraft shot down = 1

Altitude of aircraft shot down = between 100 and 500¢,

Aireraft lost = 1

Mreraft hit = 9
Casualties = 3 KIA 23 WIA
Areraft shot down = 6
Altitudes of alrcraft shot down:
"5 between 0 and 100!
: 1 between 100 and 500!
Aireraft recovered = 5 ( 1 not repairable)
Alrcraft lost = 2

Aireraft hit = 177

fGasualties = 5 WIA

A reraft shot down =1
Alreraft. recovered = 1
Altitude of aircraft shot down = Q = 100'

Mreraft hit = 99

Casualties = 2 KIA 21 WIA

Aircralt shot down = 6 .

Altitudes at which shot down - 100 to 500t,
Adreraft recovered = 5 o L (.

-Aircraft lost =3 . - - VL
: _ v

Aircraft hit = 7
Casualties = 2 WIA
Aircraft shot down = O

Alruraft hit = 241 -
Casualties = § KIA and 55 WIA

-Mreraft shot down = 14

Arcraft recovered = 11

Aireraft lost = 3

Altitudes of aircraft shot down:s -
5 between O -~ 00V '
9 betwesn 100 and 5001

T T

R ——
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Company ©, in three 1ifts, ha% its firet 1ift dropped into LZ 4 at
0825 hours, ond the final 1lift wasidropped at 0845 hours. Some smell arms
fire was received by airoraft on all three 1lifts as the airoraft were on
final, MHowever, no fire was received by either Company C or the aircraft
on the ground., Company C wes sepayated inte- fou: separated groups approxi-
mately 1000 meters from NW to SEo s the company attempted to regroup

at 0851 hours, sniper fire and. som ~mortari:fire was received by Company C.

The sniper fire was from all sidesd’ Company C remained separated and unable
to maneuver. R :

UL RNTRLY

Company A (consisting of only 2 rifle platoons - air crash of 25 Jan 66)
departed 1Z 2, 'shown as position 1 at 0900 hours, The mission was to sweep
areas between LZ 2 and L2 4 with dgstination being at 12 4. By approximately
0945 hours Oompany A& reached position 2 and could observe the area of L2 4,
Company A continued to move without enemy contact to position 3 where it

‘made radio contaot and smoke identification with an element of Company C.

-

T —




TOTAL MISSIONS AND ROUNIDS FIRED

Phase I Phase II Phase III  Phase IV Phase ¥
(25-27 Jen) (28 Jan-3 Feb) (4~10 Fed) (11~17 Feb) (l1-6 March)  TOTAL _
TYPE RDS Msns/Rds Msns/Ris Hgns/Rds Msns/2ds Msns/Rds Msns/Rds
. 105 How 343/1955 | 824/28,833 654/ 16,860 5835,21,084 501/6700 8137/69756
155mm How 457/ 64182 306/1797 759/2778 224/1233 1744/11990
8" How 60/166 256/2,077 133/657 547/2345 112/391 1108/5470
175um How 16/20 10/59 - 200/522 227/523 o/o 447/1,124
2.75nm RKT 87/2475 143/5407 139/3070 272/12,270 20/1729 661/24851
RESULTS OF ARTILLERY FIRE
XIa (3C) KIA (EST) wIa (BST)
Tube/ARA Tube/ARA Tube/ARA
_bPhase I 2/3 8/46 6/29
Phase II 18/160 80/51 44/18
Fhase IIT 20/2 11/7 3/0
Fhase IV 112/65 _ 128/151 9/10
Phase V ) 0/0 6/0 10/0
TOTAL 152/170 227/235 62/51
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UuAF TAC ATR SUMMARY

e e —— ISP R e T merm e { ptid em eme — S —

iumber Sovties - I0NS OF ORVNENUS EAPENDED 7
X GP BGES HAFALM FRAG WP AASULTS

,DATE_#. —

25 Jen 66 8 o _ NO HMISSIUNS

26 Jen 66 3 , 645 3475 o . l.4 : | 15 Structures destroyed

27 Jan €6 - 10 5ed ! 3 | 0 246 " 5 Stryctures destroyat '
. , : , : : 2 St_r:ictures demaged ' '

26 Jen 66 - 6 | 275 5 0 2 -
an _ : _

23 Jan 66 10 12.25 _ ' 10.5 S o - 1.2 10 Structures destroyed
: . ' -8 Btructures damaged

. 1 Secondary Explosion

e . 50 V¢ KBA (Est)

30 Jan 66 . 16 11 o 145 8e7 2 59 structures destroyed.
. s : ' 75 Struciures dsmaged
2 Secondary Kxploszin

Ad Fsns destroyed
Saapans destroyed
Svructures destroyed
structures damaged
KB4 {ust)

- [ AN
WG N

Streetures destroyed

3tructures damzged

bunkers destroyed

Secondary Zxplosion -

1 Feb 66 35 13475 ' 21,75 10.08 23

[l J R =

L\v

2 Feb 66 25 10.0 175 243 1.5 Bunkers Destruyed
structures des’éf‘oyed
Structures damaged
bunker damaged
bunker destroyed
secondary Explosion
¥34 (Est)

3 Teb 66 12 ' 4.5 1.25 8.0 1.0

@ = AR
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o A-TILIFRY DISILACHMIITS

Bty iioves by Ajix¥ : ' Btrvs Faves by Ground
I | 1 : B
N — ) . . .
I 5 . 3
5

v’ 24 | - 28

IIX

]

=Y . 0 , 17

Batterr move averages 12 sorties per battery




NUMBER SORTIES TONS OF ORDNANCE EXPENDED

DATE ' FLOWN GP BOMBS NAPALM FRAG WP RESULTS -
27 Fed 66 24 1135 AT 3,715 1 mt destroyed
oo ' 5 cows KBA R
28 feb 66, ' 18 . 25.6 540 8.76 ' 4 mts destroyed
' : 20 Imts damaged
1 Mar 66 - 22 45,2 2.0 20-3. o4 Eomly damage assessment
_ ) . for l-4 Mar was 90 percent

2 Mar 66 Sa 120 - 4.0 target coverage. No other

_ _ resulis reported,
5Mar 66 . 28 213 15.4 29.8 5.4
4Mar 66 21 3448 50 106
5 Mar 66 ' 0
6 Mar 66 | 0
TOALS 600 42725 165.,%0 265432 80.15
: : : {Note 1)

Hote 1 ~ For the period 18 Feb ~ 28 Feb a separate record was not kept of Frez and WPe It is estimated
that 18 ton3 of the toal Frag expended for this period was actually WPy
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12 Feb 66 10 3025 1-98. : 7?02 ) o:’_
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1% Feb A6 & 242 309 2,0 ol 1 Structures dentroye
. 1 Structure danzged
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B . = i = SN
c | ¥uBIR SOATIES © 9CHS OF g 203 ECEDI
DATH FLOWN GI' BOMBS TAYALY FRAG WT RESTULTS
14 Feb 66 -2 . o - 1.5 1.5 o - 4 Structures destroyed
1% Teh 66 9 B 8.0 2.5 1.0 2.4 25 Struetures destroyed
' ' 10 trucuu*AS'iamaged'
T K24 (E’b .'
16 Feb 66 17 14.5 2.7 2.1 1 Foxholias iestroyed
17 Feb 66 16 8.7 7.8 1.7 § Structures destroyed
. : ' - ' : 2 Structures dareged
18 Feb 56 13 8.2 306 3,05 4 KBA
19 et 66 29 . 11,2 10.5 9,76 7 4 huts destroyed
23 Feb €6 38 - 205 . 4eT5 8a46 6 KBa (est)
21 Feb 66 19 L 175 6«75 4.66 1 K3A -
: : . 10 K84 (cst)
: _ -2 hute fancged
22 Feb 6 12 G0 : 323 . 262 _ 1C F34
: 23 Teb 56 - 16 5e3 375 1.32 6 huts destzoyed
24 Peb 65 12 T3 600 ol 39 buts dectroyed
) ' 5 mts damaged
25 Peb 66 17 955 - 8.85 o6 5 KBA
' ' 4 tmtes damaged
5 hutz destroyed
£6 35 1502 - oT5 4.2 24 hﬂts-&estrcyed
' 12 huts damaged
1 ﬂ*s,on'?s.r;, explosicn




