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HEADQUARTERS
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE AD. UTANT GENERAL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310
W RIPLY ROFIR TO

AGAM-P (M) (4 May 66) ACSFOR

SUBJECT: Operations Report - Lessons Learned, 3-66 - The PLEIKU Campaign . ;i
TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. This is the fourth of a series of reports from combat oﬁérations
being conducted by US Forces in Vietnam.

2, Information contained in this report is provided to encure
appropriate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current
operations. Many lessons learned are being derived from operations in
Vietnam, the Mominican Republic, major field exercises, and other
pertinent sources. The lessons cited in this report have not been
evaluated by the Department of the Army and do not reflet official
doctrine or approval.

3. This report summarizes the operations of the lst Cavalry
Division (Airmobile), in the period from 23 October to 25 November
1965. The enemy forces consisting of three regiments operating under
control of a N~V-A FIELD FRONT or division, plus other VZ combat and
supporting forces. The PLEIKU Campaign is significant in that it was
the first real test of the Airmobile concept in combat.

4, Additional lessons learned will be forwarded as they become
available. Previously published reperts of this series were:

1. Summary of Lessons Learned, Vietnam (U) 2 November
1965,

2. Operations Report - Lessons Learned, Report 1-66
OPERATION CRIMP, 22 March 1966,

3. Operations Report - Lessons Learned, Report 2-66
The Battle of Annihilation and the BONG SON Campaign
(M), 1 April 1966.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:
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Je Co
Major General, USA
The Adjutant General
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N R T O

(e e o i A B e 0

A

PR

[




AT TS N ST s

PRSI L

A AR AT S e

SRS R O

el g i

COMBAT OPERATIONS AFTER ACTION REPORT FOR PLEIKU CAMPAIGN
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HEADQUARTERS 1ST AIF. CAVALRY DIVISION .
APO US Forces 963590 -

4 March 1966
SUBJECTs Combat Operations After Action Report

THRU: Commanding General
Field Forces Vietnam
APO US Forces 96240

TOs Cozmander
United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
ATTN: J231
APO US Forces 96243

1, NAME OF OPERATION AND TYPE: Oparation LONG REACH; Search and
Destroy. (1st Brigades "ALL THE WAY"; 3d Brigade: “SILVER BAYONET I"g
2d Brigade; SILVFR BAYONET II"; also krown as the "PLEIKU CAMPAIGN,.")

2, DATES OF OPERATION: 231200 October 65 to 261500 November 65,
3. LOCATION: PLEIKU Province, Republis of Vietnam,

4. COMMAND HEADQUARTERS: 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile),

S« REPORTING OFFICER: Maj., Ceneral Harry W. O. Kinnard

6, TASK ORGANIZATIONs At the outset of the campaign the normal
task organization of the division was as depicted below. However,
because of the operatioral requirements during the ensuing campaign,
frequent changes were made in the organization for combat und will be
portrayed in detail during the development of Parasraph 11 (Execution).

1ST BRIGALE {ABN) 2D BRIGADE D BRIGADE DIVISICN GONTROL
H/H Co 1st Bde (Atn) H/H Co 2d Bde H/H Co 3d Bde H/H Co 1st Cav Div
1/12 Cav (Abn) 1/5 Cav 1/7 Cav 191 MI DET (-)

1/8 Cav éAbng 2/5 Cav 2/7 Cav 26 Cml Det

2/8 Cav (Abn 2/12 Cav 1/21 Arty {(I8) 13th Sig Bn (-)

2/19 Arty (Abn) (IS) 1/77 Arty (IS) ((:ng()) 8th Eng 545 MP Co (-)

A Co (Abn) 8th Eng 1(3 Co 8th Eng  3d Fwd Spt Division Arty (-)

8), s\ Elem Sy% Cmd
(15)
lst Fwd Spt Klem  2d Fwd Spt Flem, Plat 545 MPCo. (2/17 Arty) (GS)
Spt Cad (DS) Spt Cmd (IS) Co (1S)
Plat 545 MP Co (DS) 121&3 545 M°Co Tm 10th RRU ((2/)20 Arty {(ARA)
5). GS ),
'm 10th RRU Tm 10th IRU  IPW/CI Tm, (6/14 Arty)(Gs)
191 MI Det,
IPW/CI T, IPW/CI Tm Tam S4th Inf, (3/18 Arty)(aS)
191 }MI Det. 191 MI Det Det (();md (E/82 Arsy)(Gs)
Su?’Vl .
Tr 54th Inf Det, Tw 54th Inf, (B/29th Arty)
{Grnd Survl). Det (Grnd (Search Lite).
Survl). Spt Command (-)
15th Admin Co
(15th Med Bn)(-)
ATTACHED UNITS UNDER DIV CONTROL: élSth S&S Bn)(-)
10th RRU (-) 15th Prans Bn(-)
54th Inf Det (-) (27tn Maint Bn(-)
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229 AHB)

|

Kot Cabet &t e A 5 e PN

A RS e i s S Lt




i

ok
PG e Y

AN bE

R

DR, ST KT

T FEL LT OO AT 2L

-
Rt .
i
i
9

i

ST T g §

e A Lrhcr
_km:A, ALt opy b

g

e
2,
e
o
%
73

LTS L hor O Y, 08

JREPI

7. SUPPOREING FORCES:s Por the purpose of 'this report, supporting
forces will be considered in two categoriesa; orgsnic and non-organic.
Within those categories will be two sub-groups; combat and administrative/
logistical., Statimtics scem best suited (o tell the story of supporting
forces and so siatistics, in quantity, will be used,

8. Urgunic. Support will W considered organic if the units
providing the support were assigned or permanently attached to the lat
Air Cavalry Diviaion prior to or during the campaismm.

(1) combat Support. Since the FLEIKU Campaign was an
airmobile operation, the organic air combat support should be considered
first.

(a) Division Aviation.

1. 227th Assault Helicopter Battalion. %Tuls
battalion was placed in direct support of the lst Brigade's operations
at PLEL g, in addition to its mission of positioning forces in pre-
paration for the operatica. During the campaign the battalion airlifted
the equivalent of 65 infantry companies. A totsl of 6,066 sorties were
flovn in support of the 1st Brigade. Four aircraft were hit by ground
fire, but none were lost due to enemy action. The 22T7th sustained two
casualties (WIA) during the action. The battalion was rslieved on
station on, 3 November by the 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion and
reverted to general supvort of the 1lst Air Cavalry Division at the AN
KHE Base.

2. 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion. This
unit assumed the mission of directly supporting the division's committed
brigades in the PLEI ME tactical zone and.remained in direct support
until 26 November. luring the period the 229th airlifted the eguivalent
of 128 infantry companies. A total of 10,840 sorties were flown and,
al though 14 aircraft were 1it by hostile fire, and two shot down, none
were lost pernanently, The tattalion sustained five EIXA and five WIA
in ground action during 3d Brigade operations. During the heavy fighting
of 14-18 November, the battalion's lift ships provided the bulk of medical
evacuation under fire.

3. 228th Assault Support Helicopter Battalion.
The CH-47's of this battalion generslly remained in general support of
the ist Air Cavalry Division throughout the campaign with priority of
1lift going to the committed brigades. On occasion, elements of the
battalion would be placed in direct aupport of committed units. The
battalion provided the airlift for the tactical displacement of all
artillery utilized in support of the PLEIKU Campaign. The Chinooks
airlitted the equivalent of 67 artillery batteries from 24 October to
27 November or, utated in another way, a total of 22 srtillery battalions.
The 228th also was instrumental in sustaining the logistical support of
the campaign, with & toial of 6,852 tons airlifted forward of the A-L.0-C
terminus, A total of 7,692 sorties were flown in support of division
operations. Ten aircraft were hit by ground fire, but none ware shot
down, Two crew membere were wounded in action during the period.

4. 11th iviation Company (General Support).
“he principal combat suppert element of this organization is the Aerial
Surveillance and Target Acquistion (ASTA) Platoon, consisting of six
W-1 (Mohawks), equipped either vwith wide-locking airborne radar (SLAR);
infra-red sensing devices; or asrial photography equipment. The A-S-T-A
Platoon vas utilized constantly during the PLEIKU Carpaign, flying a
total of 23 I-R missions; 50 S-L~A-R missions and 13 photo missionms, for
a total of 4,802 hours.

5. Division Aviation Statistics:
Total Tons of Cargo Airlifted 1%,257.6

Total Passengers Airlifted 88,221
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Total Infantry Battalion Moves 40
Total Artillery Battalion Moves 67 é;f

TYPE ACFT TOTAL SORTIES HOURS
LOH 8,013 45909,6

UH-1B 11,522 7»328.9
UH-1D 33,522 11,904.2
CH-47 7,026 2,741.7
CH-54 252 128.6
CV-2B 2,210 2,531.9
CV-1B 241 2n :7
o-1C a4 24,5
TOTALS 63,204 30,031,1
TYPR ACKY HIT BY SHO?  RECOVERED**

. ENEMY FIRE DOWN
LOH 1

1

13
UH-1B 15 2 l
UH-1D 21 2 2
CH-47 10 0 o -
Cv-28 2 0 0 { -

#..L0H destroyed on ground by enexy fire. B
#*..Jadicates aircraft was later restored
to flying status,

{v) Division Artillery. During the campaign svery
element of division artillery was utilized at some time or other, with
some artillerymen fighting in the role of infantry to d efend certain
positions, The artillery not only provided combat suppert for arganic
elements, but fired numercus missions in support of A-R-V.K forces,
both at the PLEI ME C-I-D~G Camp and for the A-R-V.N Airhorne Brigade.

fthe importance of the artillery in this campaign cannot be over-
erphasiszed, The ability to place artillery fire power in mmssive support ¢
of infantry actions by the use of airmobile techniques clearly provided
one of the keys to victury at PLEI ME.

In addition, the division's aerial artillery matured.and came of
age Juring the campaign, The utilization of A-R.A to supplsment and, !
in some cases, to substiitute for, tube artillery became commonplace
during the various phases of the campaign. 4As the infantry commanders
becams acquainted with the firepower potential of A-R-A in conjunction :
with its flexibility and immediate response, it was used with increasing
frequency.

ARTILLERY STATISTICAL BREAKDOWN

(1) Totsl artillery rounds fired in support of campaigm:
33,108 10%mm Howitzer |

74356 2,75 inch aerial rockets HE, { ‘
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(2) Total nissioas fired in support of operations.
39354 105sm Howitxzer
184 ARA

<

(3) Total enemy casualties (body count and estimations) -
credited to Arty:

KIA (BC) 562 KIA (Bet) 868 VIs (Eet) 995

(4) Total casuslties susiained by artillery wnits
during campaignt
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(5) Muwber of vattery-sized moves by artillery units 5
during cemprign: ik
3
67 by air | §
12 by ground ' ::;
[
[
(c) 8th Engineer Battalion. During the PLEILD 4
campaign the 8th Bngineer Battalion conducted continuous sombat support ;&
of divisiomal tactical operatioms. All lettered companies in the 3
battalion were committed at some point during the campaign. i
Throughout the emtire operstion tho battalion headguarters mein- E
tained close supervision of all committed enginner mmits besides maine C¥
trining engineer support in the division base caap at AN KHE, Comtinuous .
reconnaissance missions were performed by the Commanding Officer, 8-3, g ﬁ
8-2 section, and the A-D-B within the tactical sone of opsratioms. Thene %

missions consisted primarily of landing xone and airfield locatioxs and
rond and bridge studies, — L S

A vater supply point vas set up at STADIUMN and provided the. tactical §
units with a contimmous water source throughout the operation. Qrganic . i
heavy enginear equipment was providad and supported many clesring, repair '
and construction jobs in the tactical zore. In nearly every case, where @
Y enginser units were attached to infantry units, individuals filled in ;
defense parimeters and wvere committed in an infantry rols. During the
campaign, six members of the battalion were killed in action, and another
13 wounded.

Loty aod

(2) Combat Sexvice Logistical and/or Administrative E
Support (Organic). ;

i“&“‘jﬁng‘i{:»&ﬁ' SR

{s) Support Comsand. VUpom initiation of lst Air .
Cavalry operations in the PLEL ME areas Suppori Lommand deployed the 3d k
Forward Support Eiement to CAMP HOLLUWAY in the vicinity of PLEIXU with 3
the mission of pnrriding combat service support to the brigade and all
other 1st Air Caval:y umits operating in that tectical zone. The 34 P-S-E
provided continuous combat service support to divisional elements from 24
Uctober to 20 November, when it wvas relieved on site by the 24 F-S.X,
That element provided support te divisional units until the conclusion
of the campaign. A typical F-S-E composition includes the F-S-E control
section from Headgquarters, Suppert Command; a company of the 15th dedical
Battalion; a detachment from the 27th Maintenance Battalion; a platoon

™~ fron the 15th Supply and Service Battalion; a section of the gravaes regis-
tration platoon of the 625th Quartermaster Company, 54th Quartermastar
Battalion D8/G8; and radio and wire teams of the 13th Signal Battalion,
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g 1+ During the early phases of the operation,

L no surface line of commmication was oper betwsen PLEIKU and the lst Air

: Cavalry base location at AN KHE. Movement of initial resupnly tounages )
from the division base to the PVEIKU area was accomplished with attashed .
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and organic divisional aircraft. As the operation progressed, U-S-A-F
aircraft were phased into the A«L-0<C and, during the latter stages of
the campmign, transported the majority o supply tonnages from support-
ing logistical installations into the forward support location at PLEIKU,
On 9 November Route 19 was opemed from QUI NHON to PLEIKU and a ground
line of commnication was established. During the campaign forward
support elsments at PLEIKU had wholesale receipt of 7,554.5 tons of
supplies. Unit retail distribution of 5,048.2 tons was made by div-
isional and attached aircraft. All supplies were-received, stored and
issued by supply personnel of the 15th Supply and Service Battalion,

2. Detachments of the 27th Maintenance
Bettalion provided direct support maintenance to divisional and attached
units operating in' the PLEIKU area. Mgintenance operations included
evacuation of equipment for repair at the F-SE locations, and on-gite
maintenance. On threes occasions contact teams from the detachments
replaced 105mm recoil mechanisms while the tubes were in firing positions.

3. Medical clearing stations vere established
in the tactical zone by elements of the 15th Medical Battaiion. These
clearing stations -treated 1,246 patients during the campaign. They were
asugmented as necessary by surgical teams from the parent unit in the
bese area, Evacuation of casualties from unit aid stations and battle-
field casualty collection sites was provided by the Air Ambulance Platoon.

Medical helicopters from this platoon flew 243 casualty evacuation missions
in support of combat operations,

4. Direct support sections from the 15th Trans-
portation Corps Battalion (Aircraft Maintenance and Supply) were deploy-
ed to the PLEIKU area to provide responsive direct support maintenance
for committed aviation units. Their operations also inclwded recovery
of aircraft downed in baitlefield asites.

5. During periods of the campaign, CV-2B air-
cratt of the attached 17th Aviation Company flew around-tha-clock in
moving combat units and supply tonnages into the PLEIKU area. The
company provided continuous airborne F-M radio relay for the division
throughout- the operation. The unit also provided responsive transportation
for emergency resupply ®mguirements and for evacuation of casualties from
the division clearing stations.

6. The 478th Aviation Company (Heavy Helidopter)
vith its four CH-54 Flying Cranes, provided an excellent heavy lift, short
haul capability to the division. In addition ‘o moving critical high ton-
nage supplies into the PLE1KU area. and providing transportation for unit

distribution of supplies, this cempany assisted in evacuation of .downed
aircraft,

J. The scope of the activities of the logis-

tical support provided during this period can be seen by the following
statisticss

QUANTITIES IELIVEREDs

18,936 individual rations issued

69,460 gallons of AVGAS

1,478,600 gallons of JP-4

50,530 gallons of MOGAS

6,330 gallons of DIESEL

1,119,080 rounds of 5.56am ball ammunition
14,936 A0mm grenades

40,2680 105w HE rounds

8,266 rounds 2.75 inch Aerial Rockets
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DOWNED AIRCRAFT RECOVERED & EVACUATED®

08-13 5
UH-1B 8
UH-1D 5
CH-47 2
TOTAL 20

#..Not all Acft downed as a result of hostile fire.
MAINTENANCE STATISTICS
TOTAL JOB ORDERS 23 Oct - 26 ¥ov 63

RECVD EVAC COMPL OPEN

AUTOMOTIVE 106 0 104 2
ARMAMENT 69 17 66 9
ENGINEER 47 6 39 6
SIGNAL 178 19 164 7
QUARTERMASTER 2 2 1 1
SERVICE £ o 1 A
TOTALS 410 4 375 2%

(v) Other Divisional Suppcrt Activities.

1. 13th Signal Battalion. This battalion
provided communications support to all units perticipating in the
PLEIKU campuign. Most noteworthy was the overall performaace of the
CV-2 Airborne Relay (FM) which was utilized 24-hours-per-day on 28
of the 35 days of the campaign. It proved invaluable when it was
found that the infentry units were having difficulty maintaining
communications with higher headquartera biecause the range and terrain
involved presented too great an obstacle for the AN/PRC-25 radio, The
installation of a radio re}sy system (VHF) from Division Porward to each
brigade he~‘quarters was a definite asset and afforded each brigade with
direct telephone contact with both Division Forward Tactical Opérations
Center and the Division Base T-0-C, Sole user circuits from Field Forces
Vietnam T7-0-C to the Forward D-T-0-; and from Direct Air Support Center-
21lpha to the Division Air Liaison officer at the Forward D-T-0.C were
installed, ZEguipment and personnel provided by the 13tk Signal Battalion
during the various pheses of the campaign consisted of 29 specialized comm-
unicetions teams steffed by 89 personnel.

2. 54th Infantry Detachment {Radar Surveillance)
provided three teams during the campaign. The mission of these teams
was to detect and locate ground moving targets uaing :m/'rps-33 and AN/PPS-
4 radar apparatus., The teams were located in the vicinity of sach brigade
headquarters and, at times, with the battalions.

3+ 10th Radio Research Unit provided support
to the division during the campaign. Although specific aspects of the
surpcet rendered and effectiveness thereof are semsitive information, an
indice of the proximity of the teams to battle is the fact that five toams
sustained 2 KIA and 2 WIA during the campaign.
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4. 545th Military Police company provided
T.0-C security during the period, both at brigade and division forward
locations. Other activities included the maintaining of V.C.C en-
closures, helipad guards, roadblocks, guards on capturea weapons and
materiel, in addition to occupation of perimeter defense vhen the
situvation so demanded.

S+ 151 MI Detachment. This unit provided
interrogation of ¥-C-C/V-C-S in support of the division. It supplied
timely tactical intelligence to divisional units in addition-to builde-
ing up order-of-battle information for future operations.

6. Division Headquarters and Headguarters
Company provided the personnel and equipment to staff the Forward
Dut.0=C, Coordination with allied headquarters and maintaining
commnications with division headquarters could severly overtax brigade
commanders conducting operations at extended distances from the division
base. The lst Air Cavalry Division solved the problem by using a CH-54
*people pod* equipped for operation as an airmobile forward command post.
In the PLKIKU Compaign, the pod was co-located with A-R-V-N 1I Corps
Hsadquarters at PLRIXU. Communications from the committed brigade term-
inated at the pod and from there informatjion was relayed back to division
base.

Because of the scope of the operations and complexities of support
vctivities, divisicn headquarters personnel &lso removed much of the
logistical load from the shoulders of the brigade commanders, thus allow-
iny them to davote full time to tactical operations.

b. Fon-Organic.

(1) Combat Support. The primary non-organic combat support
provided the lst Air Cavalry during the PLEIKU Campaign was fire support
rendered by the United States Air Force. A total of T4l tactical air
sorties, at two toms of high explosive ordnance per sortie, were flowm in
support of ground -combat missions of the lst Air Cavalry. The bulk of these
sorties came during the division's encounters with the Yorth Yiainamese
66th Regiment in L-Z X-RAY and ALBANY, During the first 48-hours on 14-

15 November, U-8-A-F fighter-bombers wexe om corntimucus air alert over the
tactical area,

Yor the first time in the Vietnamese conflict, U-S-A-F strategic
bombers (B-52's based in Guam) wers used to exiend and inorease the
firepower of & ground combat unit and were, in effect, placed in general
support of the division's ground scheme of mancuver,

A total of 96 B-52 sorties were flown, with the first 18 on 15
November. The target area was only 5,000 meters from friendly elements.
On 17 November, the target area was within a few hundred meters of a
location formerly occupied by US Forces and which was vacated by ground
raneuver to permit the strike to be consummeted.

The initial targst area had been fortified with bunkers and & tramch
system vhich, due to the heavy canopy, had resisted successfully al}
previous strikes by tactical aireraft and artillexy. The fifty-ons
750~-pound general purpoca bombs carried by each B-52 ot only penastiated
the cenopy, dbut contained sufficient explosive force to destroy the
burke: and trench system without sccring direct hits.

As the intelligence picture grew, the number and size of the lucrative
targets outside the range of artillery inoreased significantly. Reaction
time was reduced. Tactical commanders could plan for and utilize B-52
airstrikes as a part of the normal pxéd-pianned T-A.C air missions. Thus
the vastly improved firepower, beyond the range of thé light artillery,
vas tied in with the mpid woving ground scheme of maneuver.
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The +~igiunal plan to employ strategic bombers in support of the
division vas presented by the Assistant Division Commander (AIC-A)
through Field Force Vietnam Commanding General to the J-3 of US Militsry
Asgistance Command, Vietnam.
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Another developement by the division's 43-man Air Porce :Air Liaison
Officer-Forward Air Controller team was the combined and coordinated use
of division-assigned airborne forward air controllers in L-19's over the
maneuver area and ground forward air controllers with each infantry
battalion.
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The division U-S«A-F team found that the only way to provide the
requisite close air s upport for the fast-moving situation presented by
airmobile forces was to maintain a continuous airborne alert of U-S-A-F
fighter-bombers. Then, in order to insure fruitful secondary targets
if close air support was either not needed or diverted, a system of primary
interdiction target designation was demrigned,

F TR I G
kg

5%

[

PIEERE SETS N S E1 N LR WL

Again, this involved close planning and coordination between the
AL-0, Division G-3 Air, Division G-2 and the Assistant Division Commander-
A to insure not only that meaningful targets were designated, but that
the targeting would also aid in support of the ground scheme of maneuver,
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U-S-A~F aircraft that flew in tactical support of the lst Air Cavalry
Division during the PLEIKU Campaign included: F-100's; FAC's; AlE's; B.57's;
F-102's. US Navy and Marine aircraft that flew in support of the division
(guided by U-S-A-F Airborne controllers) included:s P4B's; A4D's; All's,
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One of the most valuable lessons learned during the campaign from
the standpoint of close tactical air support was the technique of marking
unit perimeters at night in order to prcvide supporting aircraft with not
only a positive identification of the forward edge of the battle area,
but a two-point azimuth for laying napslm as well, Units utilized cxpended 3,
artillerycasings filled with sand and soaked in gasoline and fired by trip
flares {riggered menually. These, along with other similar expedients 4
provided definite identification of front line traces during hours of dark- ’E‘ E
ness and allowed for close, continuous tactical air support of ground units J
on an around-the-clock-basis. :
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(2) Logistical Support. The primary ncn-organic logistical ‘ ;
support was provided by C-123 aua C-130 aircraft working in the A-L-0.C .
vhen it was the sole means of logistical support of the division. U-S-
‘ i A-F aircraft delivered from logistical bases in Vietnam to the PLEIKU

3 . area a total of 6.5-million pounds of Class I, III and V supplies, pri-
E; ] marily JP-4. In some cases; the aircraft made wholesale deliveries to
g é;ﬁ forwar? airstrips, thus allowing the division to substantially shorten

its ¢ m vetail delivery lines of communication.
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Duri~g the early stages of the A-L-0-C nearly all cargo was delivered
at NEW PLRIKU .irstrip, and A-R-V-N and Navy-leased trucks were required
to transport the supplies to the diviaion's logistical base at CAMP
HOLLOWAY,
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8. INTELLIGENCE:

a. General Background. Prior to 19 October, the available
intelligence indicated strong enemy involvement to0 the east and north-
east of the division‘s base area. Because of the threat to the rice
harvest in the coastal regions from TUY HOA to BONG SON, the emphasis
on planning for tactical operations was directed to that general area.

On 18 October the enemy situation in PLEIKU Province was as
depicted in Inclosure 1.

Degpite recurring reports in II CORPS Tactical Zone that the PLEI
ME C-I-D-G camp would be attacked (most of which were discounted) the
enenmy attack at 191900 October was mildly surprising. But, even with
the building feeling of major enemy involvement, there still was general
concens\s that the coastal lowlands remained the real target area of
VIET CONG efforts in the corps area.

By the 21st the intelligence advisors at II CORPS headquarters had
drawn the conclusion that the PLEI MB attack was being staged by a newly-
infiltrated North Vietnamese unit, probably of regimental size, and
that it likely was conductirg a "baptism by fire" shakedown operation
enroute to a permanent base area.in South Vietnam. Strength was eval-
uated as one V-C battalion bing utilized against the camp, with two or
three battalions available for use against a relief force, should one
be committed. .

On 22 October, however, the advisors had revised their estimates
upwards sharply. Based on reports available to them, they believed there
were two regiments operating in the PLEI ME area. If this strength
estimate was correct, it was reasoned, the V-C were capable of mounting
an attack to destroy the C-I-D.G camp while simultaneously committing
sufficient forces to destroy a relief column. This second course of
action was considered most valid since the enemy had committed no addi-
tional forces against the camp and, additionally, certain C-I-D-G forces
that were outside the compound vhen the attack started were successful in
re-entering the camp without diffisulty.

The knowledge that the enemy had two regiments in the PLEI ME area
presented the A-B~V-N II Corps Commander with a dilemma. He could neither
afford not to relieve the camp and thus risk losing it entirely, nor did
he have enough troop strength in PLEIKU to effect a relief.

The probability of a regimental-sized ambush was fully anticipated
and it was known that reaction forces would have to be committed in
sufficient strength not only to be on a par with the ambushing element,
but inflict punishment on the enemy in the process,

In order to mount relief in the requisite strength, the II Corps
Commander had to commit his Corps reserve forces and, in the process,
strip PLBIKU of troop defenses.

Thie, in turn, brought the lst Air Cavalry Division into the picture,
first as a guarantor of the defense of PLEIKU, and subsequently as the
reinforcur of the LI Corps relief force.

b. Developing Situation. On 27 October the 1st Brigade of
the 1st Air Cavalry Division commenced offensive operations west of
PLEI ME to find and destroy the enemy. By this time the identity of
enemy units in the PLEI ME area were known as the 32d North Vietnanmese
Regiment, and the 101-B Regiment, an arbitrary designator given to the
unit that had been attacxing the PLEI ME camp. Later this designation
was officially changed to the 33d Regiwent.

During the next 12 days operations by the brigade and reconnaiseance-

in-force sorties by the 1st Sguadron, 9th Cavalry developed many targets,
some of whick resulted in fierce combat actions.

10
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Throughout this period the vast majority. of ‘the enemy persomnel en-
countered were Nor‘h Vietnamese Soldiers, the bulk of vhom were well O &
£ clothed, equipped and reasonably well fed. Most had ample small arms PO &
L) ammunition supplies. Of those who surrendered or were captured as the L
campaign progressed the major causes of disenchantment appeared to be . %
a lack of medicine or medical attention; continued aickgﬁéiiﬁ;lﬁpk of . ‘%
food and disillusiomment with the empty promises and bleak future of 5;
the VIET CONG cause. Z
M

- Additionally, a high incidence of malaria and malnutrition was re- -
- ported among some N-Y~A troope during the infiltration period. ) :

PO

While the msults of the lst Brigade's operations in the PLEIKU
campaign will be summarized in greater d:ctail later, it must be noted
here that on 9 November division intelligence estimates indicated that
1,387 ememy personnel were lost to all causes during the 12 days of the
division's involvement and that the bulk of these came from the 101-B/ 3
33d Regiment. The regiment was held at that time to be ineffective, as
such, with only some 600-1,000 personnel remaining. L

AN
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On 9 November the lst Brigade was replaced by the 3d Brigade, but
the division's overall concept of pursuit and destruction of North
Vietnamese forces remained unchanged.

RS2 S

The presence of yet another newly-infiltrated N-V-A unit was revealed
when a prisoner captured during a Cavalry ambush near the Cambodian border
identified his unit as the 8th Battalion, 66th Regiment, which had arrived
in South Vietnam only two days previously,

From the 14th through the 19th of November the 3d Brigade found ‘
and fought N-V-A units----the 65th Regiment, the remnants af the 334,
- the H-15 VIET CONG Main Force Battalion and an unidentified battalione-
S 8ize unit. The total estimated strength of all enemy elements on 14
) ) November was 3,631.

Again, s detailed statistical analysis of enemy losses will be pro-
vided latsr, but it should be noted here that the estimete of enemy strength
made by the division on 20 November was from 1,200 to 1,900 effectives
remaining from 2ll units.

£ i, 155 S s AT S AR S o TR P A N 2%

The division's ground elements apparently never were in coniact with
the 324 Regiment, aithough it artillery unit, firing in support of A-R-V.N
forces;, contributed to the losses sustained by that regiment. These est-
imates reveal a reduction in effectives to 450-650,

SR s

ces Terrain and Weather Considerationss

(1) Weauner. In general the weather favored airmobile
operations. Sky conditions were predominantly clear to scattered with
high ceilings and unlimited visibility. This applied also for nights
when visibility was obstructed only by darkness. The absence of :xtensive
precipitation also allowed unrestricted use of night terminal guidance
techniques, although aviation units possessed requisite field G-C-A
facilities to overcome marginal weather conditions. Average temperatures
were betwean 76 and 86 degrees and humidity was not a deterring factor. :
Moonrise, moonset and phase during the pericd 8«17 November favored night
operations and security.

o
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(2) Terrain.

(a) General. The battlefield covered approximately ‘
2,500 square kilometers on generally flat-to-rolling terrain. The area

¥ is drained by an extensive network of amall rivers and streams whose

E - predominant direction of flow is west and southwest. Dominant terrain

g \.} features included the CHU PONG massif in the southwest corner of the

E ) division's area of ope.ations (YA9099) and CHU GO wountain i~ the scuthe

ern portion of the area of operations (ZiA2206),
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Soil, for the most part, consisted of red clay which provided excellent
trafficability during dry weather.

(b) Cover and Concealment. The density of growth of ij
forests and grasslands provided superb concealment for both friendly and
enemy forces. Cover was pr: rided by numerous folds in the ground; grassy
anthills that were found in profusion throughout the the battle area; ditches -

and p5ddy walls.

(¢) Observation a1d Fields of Firs. The dense forests
and lush fields of elephant grass made observation and fields of fire a
critical factor in the zone of operations. The use of aircraft observer

platforms, however, gave friendly forces a distinct advantage over the -

enemy,

(d) Obstacles. While here were no obstacles, per se,
in the battle area that hampered airmobile operations (rivers and mountains
are not a factor in air assault techniques) the demsity of forest growth
presented definite problems in planning of airmobile operations and thus,
in effect, became a natural obstacle. The lack of good mlti-aircraft
landing zones presented the most persistent plamning problem during the
campaign. The sharply compartmentalized terrain, with ridges and valleys
running in a northeast-southwest direction, had a potential effect upon
the enemy's east-to-west cross-country mobility.

(e) Xey Terrain. The CHU PONG massif unquestionably was
the dominant key terrain feature in thz vattle area. Here was a strong
point, far removed from toads or trails, where the enemy could and did
construct unusually strong defenses and where his vulnerability to aire
mobile attacks was materially lessened. Furthermore, this massif lies
astride the boundazs between Cambodia and Vietnam and its “back door" in
Cambodia gave the enemy = valuable route over which his forces could cross
the border with little chance of detection. {”“

(f) Roads and Trails. With the exception of National -
Highway 14, which generally bounded the eastern edge of the division's
area of operations, the National Iighway 19, which traversed from east
to west the northern sector, and the access road to the PLEI ME C-I-D-G
camp, there were no roads in the battle area. The absence of ground lines
of comunication required total dependence on the A-L-0-C for movement of
artillery and re-supply; a définite factor in the planning of operations
during the PLEIKU campaign. Trails, however, abounded throughout the area
and served to guide the movements of enemy soldiers and formations.

d. Civil Affairs. Both Vietnamese and Montegnards lived in the
area.of operations. The majority of the Vietnamese had fled, however,
leaving the area to the Montegnards and the VIET CONG., The Montegnards
belonged primarily to the Djarai-Khcam Tribe. The civilians had not been
pro-VC, but with loss of government control in the area, the V-C filled
the power vacuum,

The V-C not only penetrated hamlzts, but set up fighting positions
inside villages. It is anticipated that the civilians again will become
good pro-government citizens when permanent security and stability is
restored. Many C-I.D-G personnel in Special Forces camps had relatives

living in hamlets throughout the area controlled by the V-C. Because -

future government control and support of the populace were directly affected,
great importance was attached in 1lst Air Cavalry combat operations to
minimize non-combatant injuries and tu stress good civil affairs planning,

e, FBvaluation and Comments.

(1) Morale. Although there were some indications of dis-
affection anda desire to surrender, the relatively low number of captives i
in ratio to the total number of N-V-A troops engaged indicated generally
good morale existed initially in the units with which the lst Air Cavalry
had contact.
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iveuess and discipline of the troops t.cing IIS elc-ntl. ‘;!ho‘i'e -oeui,.
however, to be a general deterioration of lornle tollw:lng bcisin defeat
on the ground, For exawple, one cspt:'e» from. the . ath cm,lsth
Battalion, 66th Regiment, reported after the engagement with.the 2/7
Cavalry on 17 November that his unit smtained 30, K14, . 56, m«nd, most
importantly, 50 deserters. Mdltionlly, rcpottl Lrom A-R-V- -forces;
indicates that personnel captured Ifiom thié 32«1 Rogimt i.n lsto "levuber
believed the wsr was lost. Another blew to m ‘morale was the ue of
B-52 strikes in close ground support. Cuptmd enexy aolhars rcported
that the raids struck tsrror in the hesrts of X¥-k troops aml there was,
general belief thet each strike aovered 20 square kilometers and that s
normal entrenchments were oi absoulutely, mo protection. .

(2) Leadership. Thromghout the campaign, enemy lesdership
appeared good. There were, of course, adverse rgports and, im one case,
a report of an officer running away under fire. Contimuation of mass
attacks in the face of wi‘aering protective fires indicates either an
absence of flexibility ur the lack of control and command facilities---

probably & mixture of both. However, i-odiate-l.ctiondrnll vhen nnrpziled,‘

and sound organization of positions indicate a high degree of professional-
ism,

(3) Tactics and Techniques,

(a) General, The average N-V-i unit avpears organiged
along the s ase lines us the Chinese Comunist Forces; that is, light
infantry units armed with a preponderance of automatic weapons, reimforced
by weapons companies and weapons battalions, (See organization clnrt of
the North Vietnamese division, known at a FIELD FRONT, which is believed
to have opposed the lst Air Cavalry Division during the PLEIKU Campaignm,
included as Inclosure 2). Each soldier carrics from three-to-five Chinese

"potato masher” hand grenades. Most soldiers carried a light bedroll,
comisting of a piece of waterproof plastic and hammock., Packs, which
contained changes of clothing, additional first sid packsts and eating
utensils, gemerally were left in base or assembly areas bsfore a fight,

(b) Camouflage, The N-VY-A soldier is an expert at
camouflage and uses every bit of cover and concealuwent to perfection.
He attached foliage to his eguipment to alter as mush as possible his
natural silouette, Some soldiers also used camouflage face masks. The
N-V.A soldiers habitually dig in, evin during brief rest or messing stops
and carefully camouflages his positions. Noise and light discipline are
excellent. He also makes good use of trees as firing platforms,

(o) Offensive Tactics. Using only small arme, light
mortars and anti-tank weapoms, the North Vietnamese soldier attempts to
close quickly with his objective area to render defensive fire support
ineffective and to overvhelm and discrganize defenders. Some attacks
vere preceded by light mortar fire and, in sowe instances, rocket fire
vhich was mistaken for mortar preparations. Attacks were characteriszed
either by an attempt to overvheim by mass at single decisive point or
encircling maneuvers with 50-75 man groups; or by a combination of both.
Other favorite offensive tactics by N-V-A forces seemed to be aggressive
small-unit encircling maneuvers, and rapid assaults by small units---6 to
10--=3gainst small, isolated elemeits, DBoth ploys were worked as counters
to encireling tactics employed by friendly forces.

Contrary to US forces' practice of firing mertars throughout the
area, N-V-A mortur firing generally was conducted only in front of their
route of atteck and frequently in a creeping pattern.

At night enemy units expertly probe defsnsive perimsters and go to
great langths to infiltrate elements that can act as stay-behind sniping
or killer groups. The close-in small arms fire of North Vietnamese
regnlaras was characterized by umerring accuracy and determination to hit
specific targets. These targets habitually were radio cperators and
identifiable leaders of all ranks.
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It shoul2 be noted, however, that these tactics were predicated
on an apparent doctrine that tactical air strikes would not be called
in within 500 meters of the fromt line trace; and artillery fires not
less than 150 meters from the foxhole positioms, They discovered
conclusively and fatally that 1lst Air Cavalry units will not hesitate
in calling both tactical air and artillery strikes within 100 meters
of the front line trace if the situation warrants such actiom, This
may precipitate a change in F-V-i offensive doctrine in fubure operations
against American units,

() Defensive Tactics. In many cases defensive
positions of small units were laid out in back-to-back iaverted "L's*
that provided enfilading fire in enlarged killing zones and tended to
deceive ittackers at to the exact trace of the position. The placement
of orei;-served automatic weapons indicated a sound knowledge of the use
of grasing fire to desy utilization of avenues of approach.

(e) Miscellaneous. N-V-A troops often tried to confuse
US forces during battle by shouting, "Friendly Forces® or "Friendly Troops"
in conjunction with wearing captured US sjeel helmets and equipment. The
momentary confusion caused by thase stratagems sometimes allowed their
users to fire firat or take evasive actions.

(4) Logistics. Food supplies appeared adequate for most
units except for somes elements of the 33d Regiment which had been separated
from their logistical base for several d ays. Some captured ntragglers and
deserters suffered from undernourishixant. There were peristent reports
toat major re-supply depots existed in the area, particularly in the IA
LRANG Valley. Small arme ammunition seemed plentiful. In fact, on the
night of 14 November, elements in contact with the 1/7th Cavalry were re-
supplied with 90 rounds each. A definite shortage of ammunition in larger
calibers existed, particularly in mortars. Medical supplies also vere a
eritical item for North Vietnamese forces,

(5) Weapons. At least two occurrences of air bursts in
the vicinity of aircraft were observed during the campaign. The presence
of the 14.5mm twin-barrel anti.aircraft wespon, which is standard in the
N¥orth Vietnamese division's anti-aircraft battalion, were reported on
several ooccasicns, bu’ none were captured or otherwise identified.

Captured weapons ran the gamut of infantry arms employed by N-V-i
forces. These included the 82mm mortar, 75mm Recoiless rifle, 12.7mm
heavy machine gun, the RP46 and RPD light machine guns, the 7.62mm SKS5 semi-
automatic carbine, and the 7.62mm AK4T assault rifle. Also captured were
7.62nm bolt action rifles and 40mm rocket launchers, which fired both 40mm
and 82mm projectiles,

Nearly all weapona captured from N-V-A units were of Chinese Communist
manufacture, with some coming from other Bloc countries, Weanons taken
from local force V-C units along Highway 19 and in the old LE THANE District

Headquarters were the assorted conglomeration of weaponry usually associated
with local units,

(6) Intelligence Techniques. Special Agent Neports (SPAR)
were wed for targeting U.S-a-F and artillery interdictoxy fires. During
the period of 18-23 November, there were 25 potential targets identified,
of which 17 wvere engaged. Of these 13 were poaitively coafirm:d as targets
either by observation of enemy persomnel, structures, retaliatory fires or
secondary explosions,

e v ——— A i PN o] Tl i O 7 8% o e o s A ST

N
i o 4 P i e b




chale el (e

LR G oy Tee A4S TP RIS R N0 S TERT TSR aRanar el

RPN EROE

v

TR T e

SR

\:A x

S z

RN
N
=2
i Al
32U

g

il

(S

1. voa nud!

N
o Snca e NS

T S g

[
Lo ool e St v A e T TR

oy
e ¢ beioralad

i
e

A e pev e o
Tt i o G

NG

5

.,..
P
g i

g

. s T S
e \h)@ »Wh,.ru\l w/v PR

RSN .Ig, 7.m
SIS RS
100 B “Uhvfﬁ PV A
, .

£
A BRI 4

RNy




EEHAT T ALEy ot R

o

P A e TR A AR &SSP

ek 1t Rdd

s s PASTIIEIAR ¢

wi
|
|
14.5

S T e, s

sSIC

H-15

17

I

J

[
12,7 W

66

11

82ma Mortar

NORTH VIETNAMESE FIRLD FRONT (DIVISION) ORGANIZATION
X X

NORMAL REGT ATTACHMENTS
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9. MISSION. Tho mission of the lst Air Cavalry Division in the
PLEIKU-PLEI MBE area was delineated in roughly two phases. Phase I, from
23 October through 26 October, placed the division elements in a defen-
sive, reinforcing and/or limited offensive role,

st

st SR

Phase II, from 27 (ctober until 2€ November, placed the division
in an unlimited offensive role to seek out and destroy V-C forces in an
area of operations that, by conventional standards, was immense.
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The missions were assigned either by the Commanding General, Field
Forces Vietnam, or by the Commanding General, United States Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam, through Field Forces Vietnam., The two
primary mission statements received by this divisi: . are as follows:

4

PHASE I: (Message 1097 from CG-FFV, dated 221421 Qct 65, to 0G, 1st
Aip Cav)

"SUBJRCT: COMFIRMATION VOCG FFORCEV TO CG 1ST AIR CAV DIV, 22 OCT b 5
65. ;

"1, (Omitted)

*2, {(Omitted) {

¥ w3, COMMENCTE: FIRST LIGHT 23 OCT 65 13T AIR CAV DEPLOYS ONE BN

TF (MINIMUM 1 INF BN AND 1 ARTY BTRY) TO PLEIXU VITH MISSION 70 BE PRE-
g PARED TO ASSIST IN DEFENSE OF XEY US/GVE INSTALLATIONS VIC PLEIKU OR
REINFORCE II CORPS OPERATIONS TO RELIEVE PLNI ME CIDG CAMP.™

SR

g ‘ PHASE II: (Hossm 1312 from CG-FFV, to CG, 1ST AIR CAV DIV, dtd
| 310145 Oct 65)

A R sSUBJEGTs CONFIRMATION OF VOCG FFORCEV TO CG, 1ST AIR CAV DIV, 28
o ) mT 65.

“REFs A. MSG 1097 FROM AVF-GC-OP, DD 221421Z.
B, MSC 38215 FROM MAC J311, DID 270629Z (NOTAL). i

Rt Bt o 205 5w AT At 0 P28 Y SR A o o T 83

*ELEMENTS OF 1ST AIR CAV DIV CURRENTLY IEPLOYED VICINITY PLEIKU

o T
At NG 0 TN P 3 A

WILL COORDINATE WITH AND ESTABLISH AN AREA OF OPERATIONS VICINITY PLEL :
ME CIDG CAMP AND UNDERTAKE OPERATIONS TO FIND FPIX AND IESTROY VC FORCES:

WHICH ENDANGER THAT GENERAL ARRA "
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10, CONCEPT OF THE OPERATIONSs

a. Phase I. The initial concept for this operaticn was to
deploy by air to the vincinty of CAMP HOLLOWAY a reinforced infantry
battalion to provide security for US units and installations in the
PLEIXU ares and to provide a reserve/reaction force for the PLEIKU area.

Within a matter of hours the estimate of the situation at PLEI ME
wvas revised and the divisional ¢ ~ittment expanded to a brigade task
force. The concept then developrd to provide limited offensive oper-
ations, utilizing air assault techniques to provide artillery fire
support for the A-R-V-N Armored Tesk Force moving to relieve the PLEI
ME Camp as well as support for the camp itself; and to provide infantry
security for artillery positions, while still maintaining a reserve
reaction force of not lesa than one battalion for the defense of PLEIKU,

b. Phase II, This phase was conducted using one brigade,
with three and four battalions, to conduct search and destroy operations
within sector and through coordination with U.3-S-?, C-I-D-G and sector
foroes to &velop texrgets to be engaged by rapid reaction forces., All
means available were utilized to gather information. Other friendly
forces within the rea were encouraged to participate by developing targets,
providing blocking forces or other support within their capability.
Battalions conducted search and destrcy jperations by establishing
compmy/platoon bages and developing the situation with squad size actionm.
Bach battalion maintained a reaction force laagered with aircraft when
rossible. Deceptive measures were employed to confuse the enemy and
nsonstant pressure was maintzined to keep him on the rum.

Commencing on 1 November, forces were employed in Area I and Area
II (Reference Inclosure 3) to develop targets and block the enemy escape
routes into Camhodia. Each battalion was prepared to commit one company
within one hour with the remaining companies following at approximately
one hour intervals to strike once a target was developed. Search and
destroy operations continued into Area II when targets did not develop
in other sectors, Continual attention was given to the security of the
force;, to include command posts and logistics bases.
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11, EBXECUTIONs Because of the complexities of the airmobile oper-
ations in the PLEIKU Campaign, and the inherent difficulties in presevting
the scope of the action in conventional narrative format, the following
method of unfolding the action has been chosen.

Bach day will be handlsed separat<ly, with an accompanying map to show
the major movements of maneuver clements during that period. Flag locations
ere as of the evening of the day in question, when units coiled for the
night. In cases where the veiscity of combat increased, inclosures, con-
sisting of blow-ups of the ipecific map location, will be provided to batter
portray the key movements vhat influenced the action.

Each day's summary will also include an intelligence summary, the bulk
of it after~-the-fact informatiun that was obtained following the battles
or the campaign. It is included because it is important to show the enemy's
actual movemants in connection with the movements of the division.

A day-by-day tally, when possible, of enemy and friendly casualties
also will be provided.

The friendly casualties are those that division records now indicate
occurred on the date in question. Individuals dying of wounds are con-
sidered to have been killed on the date their mortal wound was inflicted.
Eneny casualties, in the case of a two or three day rolling action can be
only approximatad on a day-to-day bhasis,

Additionally, a detailed task organization will be provided for each
operational day,
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23 OCTOBER
1., OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

At 191900 October 1965, the PLEI ME C-I-D-G Camp was attacked by
an enemy unit of unknown strength and origin. By 22 October intelligence
officers at A~R-V-N II Corps Headquarters were aware of a two-regimental
threat in the PLEI ME area. On that same day, the Commanding General,
Field Forces Vietnam, agreed to reinforce the PLEIKU area to allow the
II Corps Commander to commit a relief force down the provincial road to
PLEI MR in sufficient strength to offset the regimental force intelligence
sources felt sure was set in ambush. That night TF INGRAM, consisting
of one infantry battalion and an artillery vattery, was ordered to airlift
to CAMP HOLLOWAY at first light on 23 October. The task force began moving
by air from AN KHE at 0800 and closed at CAMP HOTLOWAY at 1300. While
the move was underway, the Commanding General, lat Air Cavalry Division,
gsensing that the divisional involvement was certain to grow once the A-R-V-N
relief column was committed, obtained permission from F-F-V to send to
PLEIKU the 1lst Brigade, then executing Operation SCRIMMAGE in the vicinity
of BINH KHE east of the DEO MANG pass along E:ghway 19. The brigade, with i
its headquarters element, the 2/8 Cav and two firing batteries of the 2/19
Arty, extracted from the VINH THANH Valiey by 1500 hours and closed by air
at CAMP HOLLOWAY by 2400, when it assumed operational control of TF INGRAM.

e i i Sl o 3 o0 O RS

The brigade was still charged with the scurity of PLSIKU, but had two
alditional missions: provide artillery support for Operation DAN THANG 21,
wnich was the A-R-V.N relief of PLEI ME; and to provide a reserve/reaction
force for possible committment to PLEI ME.

The actions of that afternoon led to the two latcter missions. While
the lat Brigade was moving to PLEIKU, the relief column began moving down
the provincial road toward PLEI ME. The total relief force consisted of
the 3d Armored Cavalry Squadron, the 1/42 Inf, the 21st and 22d Ranger
Battalions, all totalj 1,200 men, 16 tanks and 15 armcred persormel carr-
iers,

At 1400 hours the 22d Ranger Battalion was helilifted to a L-Z at
ZA150157 from which it was to sweep east to the FHU ME-PLEI ME road,
destroy any VIET CONG in the area and serve as 2 blocking force so that
any enemy along the road would be caught between them and the attacking
Armored Task Force. The official after-action report filed by the Senior
Advisor for the 24th Tactical Zone is silent on the role played by the 224
Rangers in the subsequent action.

The A-P-C troops and the tank company moved along the road supported
on the left by the 1/42 Inf and on the right by two companies of the 2lst
Ranger Bn. The tzsains, protected by two companies of the 21st Rarger Bnm,
followed approximavely two k.lometers behind the main attack force. At
1700 hours the main force halted at ZAl1717 while a pre-planned air grike
was conducted on a suspected V-C position at ZA172164. Following the
strike, the main force moved forward and at 1750 hours was taken under
heavy fire from the southeast and west of ZA172164. Simultaneously the
trains received heavy fire from the east and west. Once the trains were
pinned by mortar and automatic weapons fire, they were assaulted from
the south by a: estimated 2-to-3 company fcrce. An immediate air strike
was conducted on the attacking forces but not before considerable damage
was inflicted on the soft skinned vehicles of the trains,

When the V-£ force was repulsed, the lead zlement of the A-T-F pulled
back approximately one kilometer to the north and established a perimeter
at ZA193195. Throughout the night both positions received harassing mortar
and small arms fire. Mriendly materiel losses were two M3 Armored cars,two
5-ton ammo trucks, and two ges ankers destroyed; two 5-ton tracks, ore M8
armored car, one bulldozer, one lowboy, two 3/4-ton trucks and two 10S5um
howitzers damaged. There was no report of enemy casualties.
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION:

TF_INGRAM FIRST BRIGADE
2712 Cav HHC?lst Bde
B 2/17 Arty 2/8 Cav

Wpns Sec, 1/? Cav 2/19 Arty (-)
A/8th Eng ( D 1/9 Cav
2 P1t, 229 B 1/9 Cav
Tm, 10th RRU A 2/20 Arty

Sqd, 545 MP Co 3¢ F~S-B, (Spt Cmd)
F-A-C Tm, U-S-A-F C/227 AHB (- 5)
B/228 ASER (-)

3., INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

P

DIVISIONAL

Div Command Elements
17th 4vn Co

Cavalry units, upon arrival at PLEI ME began immediately to
collect and assess intelligence. II Corps intelligence advisors had
not yet “"made" any of the units in or around PLEI ME, other than to
correctly estimate that the total ememy strength likely was two regi~
mente, It was also estimated that there could be a regimental sized
force due west of PLEIKU, Generally, the intelligence picture on the
day the 1st Air Cavalry Division entered the scene is as depicted in

Inclosure 4.

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

None.
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24 OCTOBER
1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

The 1st Brigade begen completing its mission of supplying
artillery support to the Armored Task Force. B 2/12 led an air assault
on Objective FIELD GOAL (ZA238255) at 0812 hours, followed by Companies
C, D and the Battalion command group. B 2/]7 Arty landed as soon as the
1-2 was secure.

Late that afternoon, the 2/12 and B 2/17 Arty moved by road and air
to Objective FIELD GOAL SOUTH {ZA202207) where artillery fired support
for the A-T-F, then located about 9 kilometers south of FIED GOAL SOUTH.

At 1600 hours, 2/8 Cav made an airmobile assault and seized without
opposition L-Z SOUTH (2ZA209123) with A and C companies, followed by B 2/
19 Arty, which also began firing support for the task force.

B Troop 1/9 Cav Sqdn conducted recomaissance and screenirg missions
in the brigade's zone of cperations.

All Cavalry units were closed into night positions by 1900 hours.
The A-R-V-N relief column, meanwhile, had moved its main force north along
the road to the trains defensive perimeter, where casualties were then
evacuated.

To try to get the column moving on the 24th the 1st Brigade placed
an artillery liaison party with the armored column, thus guaranteeing as
artillery fire support for the task force. However, the task force
commander elacted to remain in that position for the night while sending
back to PLEIKU for additional supplies, The artillery liasion party came
into the task force on one of the incoming medical evacuation choppers
late on the afternoon of the 24tl.
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2, TASK ORGANIZATION:

1ST BRIGALE DIVISION
HHC, 1st Bde Tm, 10th RRU Div Cnd Pers
2/8 Cav P1t, 545 MP Co 17th 4vn Go
2/12 Cav F-A-C Tws, Air Force

2/19 Arty (-) 34 F-S-E

B 2/17 Arty C 227th ARB

A 2/20 Arty (ARA) B 228th ASHB
A/8 Eng

3, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

After the initial zngagement of A-R-V-N forces the presence of
the N-V-A 32d Regiment became known. Although the enemy has struck a
heavy vlow at the armored task force, it failed in its mission of come
plete fragmentation and destruction.

The enemy force still holding PLEI ME under seige had not yet
been identified, but the beiief was growing that it vas a newly-infil -
rated unit getting its "bavtism by fire".

All in all, however, the intelligence picture still was hazy and full
of conjecture.

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY LGSSES ENEMY 1.OSSES
KIA 0

No infantry contect and no
estimates on ariillery-
WL 0 caused casualties.

MIA 0
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25 OCTOBER
i) 1, OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

The Armwred Task Force didn't start rolling until 1300 hours,
and then mot until the artillery forward observer got in the lead vehicle
und literelly walked the artillery fire down the road in Tront of the
advancing colurm, The task force began receiving small zrms fire from
ZA178132, arousing fears that the enemy again was trying to amtmsh the
column. The Cavalry artillery and tactical air strikes supressed the
fires and the ®lief column arrived at the PLEI ME Camp at dusk, where
a defensive perimeter was established.

Meanwhile, to better support the advancing columm and to provide
cloge-in support the the camp itself, the brigade roved two batteries
of 2/19 Arty, plus a control element of headquarters battery, to Position
HOMBCOMING (ZA217109) during the day. The position was secured by all
elements of the 2/8 Cav, which had moved from either the previous night's
L.Z or from CAMP HOLLOWAY. The artillery then began delivery of a heavy
volume of fire in support of both the advancing task force and the PLEI
Ms canp,

At 1600 hours tne 2/12 Cav (~) and B 2/17 Arty moved by air from
FIELD GOAL SOUTH to CAMP HOLLOWAY to assume the mission of brigade re-
action force and 28 security for the PLEIKU area.

B 2/9 Cav Sqdn was returneéd to squadron control at 1230 hours and
L the souadron (-) began search operations in the area of the LE THANH
District Headquarters (m46245§ev1th a Specisl Forces C-I1.I1.C ¥Feola
Flight" attached. The attachmert, despite the aerial connotation,
actually wes a Montegnard grouna reconnaissance group consisting of
- six, 5-man scout squads., The squadron zlso screened the flanks of the
1st Brigade's operational area.
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2, TASK ORGANIZATION:

157 BRIGADE DIVISION (‘
No change excepts 1/9 Cav (-) g
Detach B 1/9 Cav at 1230 hou.s Forward D-T-0-C

17th A Co

C-I-D-G "Eogle Flight" .
3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

With the ambush by the N-V-A 32d Regiment less than successful,
a decision apparently was made by that unit to withdraw. The original
plan called for the 32d Regiment to completely destroy the lief column,
then, in concert with its sister element to the south,fall on the PLEI ME
camp and reduce it. (Estimated time for this fask was set at just one hour).

:‘:".!‘!""”ﬂ! SRR

L2

Now that the relief column had brokem through the camp, the plan

was spoiled snd the compelling reason for the continued seige of PLEI
IE vanished.

A%

At 2200 hours on 25 October; the headquarters of the regiment which
had been attacking PLEI ME ordered a withdrawal to the west, beginning
the next day, with a reinforced battalion designated to continue pre-
seure on the camp to cover the withdrawal.

All that was known to friendly forces at this time, however, was
that pressure on the camp was continuing from an enemy unit or units
of unknown strength.

S R A R T TR AR AR

A T R Tl Bk a3 LA i

-

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LUSSES )
KIA 0 No overt contact,

although artillery fires i
WIA 5 in suppert of the A-R-V.N )

unquestionably caused
MiA 0 enemy casualties.
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26_CCTOBER

1., OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

The Arnored Task Force commander was given a mission oraer to
conduct a sweep of the PLEI ME area early on the 26th, Initially the
task force was to move out in two colums. The tank company and the 22d
Rangers were on the right and the A-P-C troop, 1/42 Inf and 21 Ranger En,
were on the left. Upon arrival at ZA164055, the tanks and tracks were
unable to negotiate the terrain. The two columns ithen turn around and
approached the camp from the northwest. Zt 1205 hours the enemy opened
up with a heavy volume of mortar, small arms and recoilless weapons fire,
which resulted in friendly casualties totailing 27 KIA and 80 WIA. Al-
though the A-R-V-N wavered during the assault, immediate support by the
two batteries of 2/19 Artillery at HOMECOMING enabled the task force to

withstand the attack, and later move offensively against the N-V-A, Total

enemy casual ties reported by the A-R-V-N for that day were 148 KIA (BC)
and 5 capiured.

At 1315, while the task force was heavily engaged, the 2/8 Cav was
alerted to move to the PLEL ME area and support efforts of A Co, 8th
Engineers, in repairiw the airstrip. The engineer recon team was unable
to land due to the fires.

The decisionwas then made by the division and brigade commanders to
attack the hill mass just south of PLEI ME (ZA154039). An enlarged Area
sf Operations was obtained and the planning begun. The brigade received
the mission at 2145 hcurs and worked all through the night planning the
assault,

One of the most agonizing decisions that had to be made was the
choice of a landing zone. With enemy fire still being placed on the
airstrip, that was ruled out. Moreover, the N-V-A force at PLEI ME
was well equipped with heavy anti-aircraft machine guns, and had already
shot duwn seven aircraft, including two B-57 fighter-bomhers. It
finally was decided that the best landing zone that offered a degree
of protection againet anti sircraft weapons ringing ths FLEI ME camp,
and yet not too far away from the objective, wes a clearing north of
the camp,

Meanwhile, A 2/12 Cav was attached to the 1/9 Cav Sqdn and was air-

1lifted to ZV115915 frcm whence it moved by foot to ZV1C5205. At this
point the unit establirhed numercus night ambush patreols,
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION:

15T BRIGADE DIVISION »

No Crange except: No Change ~ )
Add 1/9 Cav (~;

5, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

Intelligence officers, while now definitely identifying the
unit involved in the gmbush of the ermored task force as the N-V-A 324
Regiment, still had no real positive identification of the unit in and )
around PLEL ME. Thers were several references by captives to the 101

Regiment, but there were dismissed because of non-agreement with current
order of battle holdings.

],

i The 32d meantime, was weli underwa; back to its regimental base at
! : PLEI THE (YA820070). By this time there were strong suspicions that a

2 N-V-A divisional headquarters was controlling the enemy action. In fact,
.» ' ’ later determined that this headquarters was at this time moving from its

.. , battle location at PLEI BON GA (ZA057155) to PLEI LAO TCHIN (YA807078)
% ' where it would be co-located with the 32d.

a2 B b A g e S SR WAL A e TR
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Meanwhile, the first elements of the unit in contact at PLEI ME k:
‘ was beginning its movement westward to its advance base at KRO Village 7
, | (Enemy designation) at (ZA08D030).

e

4, ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

v

4 FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES §
, Kia 0 Still no significant p

- : ground contact, al- ;
k' ; WIA 4 though the 2/19 Arty 5
:, 5 assuredly can take . 3
L 1 { MIA 0 credit for some of Y
2 ! the enemy casualties ‘ 3
3 ¢ counted by the armored }

} tagk force. -

7" é

, 5. ADDENDUM:

October 26-27 marked the turnim: point in the division's oper-
ation 2t PLEI ME. On the 26th, General William C. Weatmoreland, Comm-
anding General, US Forces, Vietnam, visited the Brigade Forward command
; post at HOMECOMING, Bven with the limited intelligence available at that
; time, it was apparent that the N-V-A effort at PILEI ME had been something
, more than a routine, "baptism of fire" operation. In the conference
. between General Westmorsland end divis.om office~3 the theme was expounded
that US Forces must now do more that merely contain the enemy; he must
be sought out aggressively and destroyed.

O RS W TE LR SR P S S S R S L

So the divasion's scope of operations changed from one of rein-

, forcement and reaction to that of umlimited offense. It was releassd

; from a small zone of operations and provided a tacticasl area of operations
that covered nearly 2,500 square kilometers. It was given the mission of
§ . searching ont, fixing and destroying enemy forces that provided a threat
9 ! to PLEL ME, PLEIKU and the entire central highlands.

R Y #5150

The 1lst Brigade assumed the divisional mission. Its concept was to

; conduct an intensive search fer the enemy, looking everywhere--- in the
villagas, in the jungles and along the stream beds, By wide-spread dis- )
persion, made possible by excellent communications and helicopter 1ift, :

! the Brigade was to sweep large areas systematically. Egch battalion was E
%0 be deployed with suppoxiing artillery and was to further disperse its
companies. Vigorous and intensive patrolling from company bases was to be

3 conducted. When contact was established, a rapid reaction force was t b§

3 assembled swiftly and lifted by helicopters to svrike the enemy. l?ap:. Ar

movement of artillery batteries , plus extensive use of tactical air strikes,

would provide the fire support.

HETIN

A e e A

sl

Here was airmobility's acid test. The next few days would reveal

wi.2ther three years of plenning and testing would bear the fruits of ‘5
victory---for a corncent and a division. 5
42 3
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21 OCTOBER
1. QPERATIONS SUMMARY:

The first offensive operations under the expanded concept took
place at 1000 hours when the 2/8 Cav air assualted to a landing zone nortn
of PLEI M. All commandes breathed easier when the landing was made with-

i out opposition. The battalion moved south by land to assault Objective
CHERRY (ZA155038) and secured the objective without significant opposition
at 1310 hours,

At 0715 B and D companies of 2/12 Cav with the battalion CP air landed
on PUNT (ZA183123). C 2/12 landed at HOMECOMING at 0860 and B 2/17 Arty
air landsd at PUNT at 0800. 41l units had come from CAMP HOLLOWAY,

Their movement was made possible because the 1/12 Cav had been
attached to the 1st Brigade and at 1615 hours closed at CAMP HOLLOWAY
from AN KHE and became the brigade's reserve/reaction force for defense
of PLRIKU. At 1730 hours, C 1/12 Cav moved by air to position DRAKE (ZA
122122), closing at 1850 hours.

3

At 1845 B 1/8 Cav arrived at CAMP HOLLOWAY.

The 1/9 Cav Sqdn continued i% general screening of the brigade ares.
It returned 4 2/12 Cav to its parent unit and the company closed at HOME-

A A e e AT g b e

P e Vian i & 25

‘2 COMING at 1730 hours,

i The 13t Brigade forward command post moved to HOMECOMING from CAMP

i HOLLOWAY, closing before nightfall, ‘
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION:
1ST BRIGADE DIVISION U
HHC, 18t Bde 1/9 Cav Sqdn (-) Fwd D-T-0-C i
2/8 Cav Tm, 10th RRU 17th Ava Co
1/12 Cav Tw, 191 MI-IPW
2/12 Cav Tm, 54th Inf Det -
B 1/8 Cav Plt, 545 MP Co
2/19 Arty F-A-C Tm -
B 2/17 Arty A/8th Eng -
A 2/20 Arty 34 F-S-E
227 AMB (-)
228 ASHB (-)
3., INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:
By the 27th, the N-V-A regiment responsible for the seige of

PLEI ME was positively identifed as the 101B or the 33d, the latter
designation used almost exclusively thereafter,

By the ené of the day, the lead elements of the 33d had closed on its
forward assembly area, the village KRO, while its rear-guard battalion,
was just beéginning to break contact at the PLEI ME C~-I-D-G camp. Bui KRO
was anything but a sanctuary as increasing numbers of helicopters flew

" overhead, '

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY LOSSES

KIA 0 S¢ill no significant
contact, although
via 2 patrols found small -
: quantities of rice { t
MIA 0 and some bodies, . -

46
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28_OCTOBER

RN

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

¢

Rt

TR NI

The brigade elements began spreading swiftly to the west of
PLEI ME. The 1/12 Cav moved from CAMP HOLLOWAY and from Position DRAKE
- and made airmobile assaults on positions vicinity PLEI LOUNG YA RANG (2A
960240) and began search and destroy operations in that area. Movement
tegan at 0805 and all elements closed in their positions by 1300 hours.

e

s
g

2/12 Cav continued to secure PUNT and HOMECOMING until 1440 hours,
when combat elements began search and destroy operations in the vicinmity
of PLEI KUENH XOM (ZA111142)o All elements were closed by 1740 hours.

Tne 2/8 secured Objective CHERRY and the PLEI ME Camp until late in
the afternoon. At 1500 hours the battalion minus moved by air to PUNT

with B company going to HOMECOMING, and assumed the artillery security
missions at both locations.

The 1/9 Cav Sqdn continued agressive aerial recomnaissance and
surveillance in the areas west and south of the PLEI ME camp. It was
beginning to make fleeting contacts with enemy elements west of the
cauwp and brought fire on targets of opportunity. The squadron‘s rifle
platoons each established night ambushes from a patrol base.

G PRI SN LI R I
.

R

The 1st Brigade command post moved from HOMECOMING to STADIUM (Za
3 202341) at 1025 hours, a position in which it would remain until relieved
by the 34 Brigade on 9 November.
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2, TASK ORGANIZATION:

IR I

1S? BRIGADE DIVISION O )
No Change No Change : i
3, INTELLIGENCE SUMMiRY: ‘ '3

| For the 33d Regiment, the continued pressure from armed heli-
copters near its advance base at the village KRO (ZA0B0030) was becoming
more and more uncomfortable. The fear of detection had begun to split )
the units and now many individuals had separated from their organizations -
and were straggling.

The 324 Regiment had nearly closed its base on the north bank of the )
IA DRANG, although the exact route it took in its withdrawal from the ambush
site still remains a mystery.

4., ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY LOSSKS: RNEMY LOSSES
KIA 0 KIA Unk
VIA 0 LYY Unk
M 0 yce 0

vcs 0

WPNS-3 hand grenades :

BQUIP-Misc field gear
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29 OCTOBER
1. CPIRATION SUMMARY:

The 1/12 Cav continued its company-sized search and destroy
aweeps in its zone of action, with D company occupying a village and
aosisting in the civic action medical activities., At 1800 hours the
2/19 Arty (-) moved from HOMECOMING to CHARGER CITY (ZA958245), operating
base of the 1/12.

The 2/12 Cav conducted small unit sweeps around its company bases and
although there was no contact, there were numerous signs vhat tho N-V-4
units had recently been in the area.

The 2/8 Cav continued to secure HOMECOMING and PUNT,

The most significant actions of the day were recorded by the 1/9
Cav Sqdn. During the night, elements of the squadron reporting fleeting
contact at its patrol sites, and throughout the day, the reconnaissance-
by-fire techinques of the squadron were gestting results. The scout sections
spotted and fired upon isolated groups of enemy, drawing fire in some cases.
The squadron's gun ships made several firing passes at a suspected strong
point at about 1400 hours at ZAO403 and the squadron's rifle platoons
followed up, but no contact was made on the ground between infantry elements.
At 1800 the squadron set three ambushes on Highway 19 to prevent movement
from south to north.

53




2. TASK ORGANIZATION:

18T BRIGADE DIVISION
No change No change

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

The withdrawval of the 33d Regiment was rapidly becoming s
nightmare. More and more armed helicpters began striking units of the
regiment., B0 close were these attacks presaing to the advanoe base that
by noon of the 29th the regimental cadre decided to keep the unit on the '
move 1o the west, seeking sanctuary. This time it was headed for its
"home" prior to the attack on PLEI ME, This was ANTA Village N-V-A design-
atior) at YA940010, located at the foot of the CHU PONG Massif. It was
here during early QOoctober, that the 33d had conduoted drills and re-
hearsals of its attack on the PLEI ME C-I-D-G canmp.

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICSt

_FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY L0SSES
Kk 0 KIX Unk

WLA 2 WIA Unk

MIA 0 vee 0

vcs 0

WPNS 0

EQUIP 0

Sh
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0 OCTOBER
1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

Giving ths maneuver battalions huge cbunks of real estate to
cover (Areas SHOE, EARL and JIM) the lst Bpigade continued its push to
cover the areas west of the PLEI ME camp.

The 2/12 Cav moved by foot and air to new company bases of oper-
ations, generally north and west of their initial poaitions, continuing
gearch and destroy sweeps, A 2/12 engaged briefly bdbut sharply upon
landing in ite L-Z and inflicted casualties upon the enemy.

A 2/8 Cav began moving by foot at 0740 hours from PUNT to Objective
MAGGIE (ZA143073) just south of PLEI ME, The area was reported to have
been receiving enemy fire. The company closed on the objective without
opposition late in the afternoon. B 2/8 Cav screened with two platoons
south from HOMECOMING, The remainder of the companv stayed at HOMECOMING.
C 2/8 Cav and 2/8 CP group (Fwd) moved by air from PUNT to Objective DOT
(ZA909172), closing at 1600 hours. They were joined by A 2/19 Arty, moving
from CHARGER CiTY.

In its area around CHARGER CITY, the 1/12 Cav continued it company-
sized searching sweeps, maintairing at least one platoon as a reaction
force,

The 1/9 Cav Sqdn moved its command post to PLEI RING DO (ZA218345)
just adjacent to the lat Braigade C-P;, and provided added depth tc its
defense. From this base squadron scouw swarmed over the woods and streams
of the n ling country west of PLEI ME and made numerous contacts, drawing
heavy automatic weapons fire in most instances. Fire habitually was re-
turned by the scout and weapons snips, but in most instances there was no
way of assessing sccurately the results of firing passes, Bui it wase
obvious that the enemy was being kept stirred up and on the move. That
night the squadron again put its rifle elements in night ambush positions
on Highway 19.
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION:

1ST BRIGAIE DIVISION
No change Ko change

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

Maintaining unit integrity was heccming increasingly difficult
for many elemen® of the 33d Regiment as Cavalry helicopters seemed to
be everywhere, firing invo carefully camouflaged positions and causing
individuala to either break and run or reveal positions by returning
the aircraft fires. And a new element of danger had been introduced,
Infantry units began air assaults in widely separated points throughout
the genexral area through which the 33d must pass,

At times these landings were far enough from regimental units
8o that battle could be avoided, but in other cases, the cavalrymen found
retraating elerents and sharp fire fights, always costly to the N-V.i
would result. And with each such engagement, further fragmentation of
¥-V-A units wouid occur,

As the small umit actions increased, the Cavalry obtained its
first North Vietnamese captives and more and better intelligence con-
cerning the enemy forces was beconing available to commanders,

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES
7 U] XIA - 6(%C) 11(Est)
WIA 1 WIA - 21 (Est)
MIk 0 vee 8

Vs o

WPNS - 9x Chicom
Assault Rifles
18x hand grenadss

EQUIP - 150 rounds
7.62 xm ammo

3 Indiv issues
clothing and
equip

1500 pounds of
rice
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31 OCTOBER
1, OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

The general movement westward continued for the 2/8 Cav. At
0815 hours B company moved from HOMBCOMING to Position CON (ZA945175),
closing at 1120 hours, A 2/8 was moved from MAGGIE to CON, and P company
and Battalion CP moved from DOT.

At CHARGER CITY the 1/12 Cav continued its series of company-sized
sweeps with little enemy contact.

In its zone the 2/12 Cav continued sweeping operations. The CP group
along with companies B and D and B 2/19 Arty were located at ZA057214. A
company wae at ZA06B159 with oreplatoon at ZAG42139. The piatoon engaged
a N-V-A force of estimated platoon size at 0710 hours and, with the assist-
ance of a cavalry squadron w2apons team inflicted 2 KIA and 1 WIA on the
enemy before he broke contwct, Before nightfall the battalion CP dis-
placed to ZA075219.

The 1/9 Cav Sqdn continued its first light and last light reconn-
aissance missions on the brigade's flanks in addition to its recon-by-
fire missions throughout the zone of action. The fires by the scout and
weapons ships brought numerous air-to-ground engagements. Prior to dark-
ness, two rifle platoons occupied ambushsites on Highway 19, The other
rifle platoon esteblished a platoon ambush and patrol base at ZA145173.
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2, TASK ORGANIZATION:

1ST BRIGADE DIVISION z i
¥o Change ¥o Change AN

[P DI

3, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

The constant harrassment from the air and the sudden and un-
expected landing of infantry sroops at points throughout the area was
causing consternation in the enemy ranks. Elements continued to dis-
integrate and fragmertinto small parties or, in, some cases, individuial
. stragglers. Many of these, left tofend for themselves, soon fell into
: the hands of Cavalry units. Contributing tc the problems of the 334 was .
the acute shortage of food and medicines since many units could not reach ’
theif pre-stocked supply ceches because of the sudden thrusts of the
helicopter-borne troopers.

JOR -

4, ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

i FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES
1 KIA - 2(BC) 17(Est)
wiA 0 WIA - 10 (Est)
MIA 0 vee 1

Vs 0

WPRS - 1 Assault Rifle
1 Carbine

3 hand grenades
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1 NOVEIBER

1., OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

The morning of 1 November began normally encugh, but at 0720
1/9 Cav Sqdn B Troop scouts spotted about a dozen N-V-A goldiers at
Z4036021. They were taken under fire and B Troop rifles were dispatched
to the area. Msanwhile € troop scouts had spotted another 30 enemy
soldiers a little further to the northeast. At 0808 hours B troop rifles
were on the ground and moving to contact, with the sccut ships acting as
a screer and guides., Closing into a streawm bed at ZA042028 the rifle
platoon ongaged a N-V-A element, killing 5 and capturing 4 more. Moving
on, the 30 man rifie platoon then captured an aid station, believed to be
at least regimental in size, with all supplies and equipment. The fight
arvound the hospital site coatinued and at 0955 another 15 enemy soldiers
wore killed and an additional 15 ceptured. This occurred at approximately
74045032 (See Inclosure 5 for detailed positions from 0800-1400).

Scout ships were sent aleft to drop surrender leaflets in the area
to further demoralize the enemy. As the fight went on, all captured
equipment was evacuated by helicopter, thus denying the enemy any chance
of recovering vital medical supplies. Due to the size and importance of
the target, it required the committment of the two remaining rifle platcons
of the squadron,

At about 1410, scouts, who had continued their screen of the battle
area, reported a battalion-size enemy force moving from the northeast
toward the squadron's positions. (Inclosure 6)

The enemy was taken under rocket and machine gun fire from the scout
and weapons ships but continued to close to the mjuadron's defensive positions,
From 1420 hours until 1800 hours the three platoons of the 1/9 Cav Sgqdn were
heavily engaged by the N-V-A element. Time and aygain assaults ~ -e repulsed
with just the organic wsapons of the three platoons, since the : .emy had
pressed 80 close g0 as to preclude the use of tactical air or aerial rocket
artillery support. The position was, of course, well out range of tube
artillery.

Re-supply and evacuation took place simultaneously in s small and
exposed landing zone. During the operation a total of sgven aircraft were
hit by hostile fire.

Reinforcement in the form of & platoon each from the 1/12, 2/12 and
2/8 Cav were airlifted into the battle area late in the afternoon, to be
followed by two more platoons from A 2/12 Cav. (Inclosure 7)

At 1700 hours B 1/8 Cav was relieved of its brigade security mission
at STADIUM and committed to the battle. By 1830 the commanding officer
cf 2/12 Cav had control of the battle area and by 1937 hours the Cavalry
Squadron elements, which had found and fixed the enemy for the infantry,
were extracted aad returned tuv the squadron base.

By evening the N-V-4 element had broken contact and withdrawn.

In other areas, the remaining companies of 2/12 Cav continued search
and destroy operations in their respective zones.

2/8 Cay CE Grovp end A 2/19 Arty airlifted into Position CAVALAIR
(ZA975035). A company was lifted from POT to CAVALAIR to help secure the
artillery base. D company was lifted to YA948125 except for the one
platoon sent to the hospital fight. C company moved to YAG00172 and
established ambush sites in that area,

The 1/12 Cav, meantime, developed an interesting action in 1ts zone
of operations. It moved two companies by foot during darkness to a ready
position around the village of PLEI XOUN (YA895505) while a C-I-D-G Straike

Force from DUC C0D began moving northeast. At daylight the companies moved

tc blocking positions and the C-I~DuG companies ertered the town and searched
it. Leaflets provided by a Psy War team were dropped in the village empha-
s1zing US and Vietnamese aims and appealing to the enemy to surrender. The
viilage waswell protected with man traps and punji 3takes. The batialion's
recon platoon wae committed to the fight witn the 1/9 Cav &t the hoapital.
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2, TASK ORGANIZATION:

1ST BRIGAD® DLVISION . ‘)
No change excepts No change ~

attach 1/8 Cav (-)
2 companies C-I1-0.G Strike Force
3, INTELLIGENCE SUMMiRY: ' -

The 33d Regiment sustained a major blow with the loss of its
regimental aid station. Many of the patients were captured, along with
many of the defenders and, more importantly, medical supplies already
in critical short supply

By now the regimental headquarters had reached che base at ANTA
village, but the bulk of the mgiment was still strung out beiween PLEI ME
and CHU PONG, And these elements continued to draw aerial rocket and
machine gun fire throughout the withdrawal. Also the heavy bombing and
strafing attacks by U-S-A-F aircralt were directed against regimental
positions with increasing accuracy as the s econdary target detection systems
of the 1st Air Cavalry Division began 10 click.

The precision of the strikes was so upsetting that regimental cadre
held a conference in an attempt to discover what was allowing the US forces
to make such repeated, accurate air strikes. It was concluded that only
spies within the ranks could be furnishing the location and movement of
of the regiment's elements.

The capture of the aid station was a major find i or the division and
3 besides the opportunity it provided for destruction of N-V-A forces, it

also yielded documents, including one particularly valuable map, that re-
vealed enemy supply and march routes. These, in turn,were converted into
intelligence that led to further interdictory bombings by the Air Force. !

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES

KIA 11 KIA - 99(BC) 183 (Est)

, WIA -208 (Est)

¢ WIA A7 veC 44

3 EQUIP - Regimental aid

E MiA 0 station with all supplies
v

300 pounds of rice
WPNS- 3x75mm RR rifle
1x82mm mortar w/sight
5 37 Indiv weapons

3 20 hand grenades

.f§ 10 bangalore torpedoes
E 35x75mm rounds

30x82mm rounds
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Total Infantry Battalion Moves 40

Total Artillery Battalion Moves 67
TYPE ACFT TOTAL SORTIES HOURS
LOH 8,013 4,909.6
UH-1B 11,522 7+328.9
UH-1D 33,522 11,904.2
CH-47 1,025 2,T41.7
CH-54 252 128.6
CV-2B 2,210 2,531.9
CV-1B 2417 2711.7
w-1¢ 244 4.5
TOTALS 63,204 30,031,1
TYPE ACKFY HIT BY SHOT RECOVERED**

ENEMY FIRE  DOWN

LOH 11 3% 1
UH-1B 15 2 1
UH-1D 21 2 2
CH-47 10 0 0
Cv-2B 2 ) 0

#-.LOH destroyed on ground by enexy fire.
#..Indicates aircraft was later restored
to flying status,

{v) Division Artillery. During the campaign svery
element of division artillery was utilized at some time or other, with
some artillerymen fighting in the role of infantry to d efend certain
positions, The artillery not only provided combat suppori for arganic
eslements, but fired numercus missions in support of A-R-V-K forces,
both at the PLEI ME C-I-D-G Camp and for the A-R-V-N Airborne Brigade,

‘‘he importance of the artillery in this campaign cannot be over-
erphasized. The ability to place artillery fire power in massive support
of infantry actions by the use of airmovile techniques clearly provided
one of the keys to victory at PLEI ME.

In addition, the division's aerial artillery watured.and came of
age Juring the campaign. The utilization of A-R.A to supplement and,
in some cases, to substitute for, tube artillery became comsonplace
during the various phases of the campaign., As the infantry commanders
became acquainted with the firepower potential of A-R-A in conjunction
with its flexibility and immediate response, it was used with increasing
frequency.

ARTILLERY STATISTICAL BREAKDOWK
(1) Totsl artillery rounds fired in support of campaigms
33,108 10%ms Hovitzer

1,356 2,75 inch aerial rockets HE,

v
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2 NOVEMBER
1. CPERATIONS SUMART:

The 2/12 Cav pulled all its companies into the hospital battle
area and began to fan out to the northeast in search operations. Company
A found 29 largs containers of medical supplies at ZA045038, following a
brisk encounter with a small enemy unit. At 1430 all three rifle cospanies
attacked to seize OBJECTIVE-H in the vicinity of 2ZA 065055 and captured 6
¥-V-A soldiers.

The 2/8 CP and A company maintained positions at CAVALAIR while B
company moved from NAX (ZA945125) to a position at YV9899. The platoon
of B company that had been committed to the hospital battle the day before
was extracted and returned to its parent umit.

Tn the 1/12 srea, companies A and B continued search and destroy
operntions. At the village of PLEI XOUK, some 500 refugees were evac-
uated to the LE THANH refugee camp. The remainder of the battalion
searched from bases in the vicinity of CHARGER CITY,

A company and CP groug of 1/8 Cav began arriving at STADIUM and had
closed by 0945 hours. B company returned to STADIUM from the hospital
operation. C company 1/8 remained at TUY HOA in support of TF AMOS.

1/9 Cav continued its first and last light recons and provided the
brigade with flank screens. The remainder of the squadron was coiled at
its location near the brigade CP at STADIUM. It was detached from brigade
control at 0840. The maps capturedthe day previously that depicted irails
and movement 8ll headed toward the CHU PONG - IA DRANG complex made the
division commander and his assistants anxious to get sowething going close
to the Cambodian border. The Cav Squadron was ideally suited for the task
and this was to be its next mission,.
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i 2, TASK ORGANIZATION;

3 1ST BRIGAIE DIVISION 0
No change except: No change except:

2 Detach 1/9 Cav (-) at 0840 hours Gain Op Con 1/9 Cav (-)

3, INTELLICENE SUMURY: )

oo Nonr

The 33d Regiment now received orders to head deeper into the -,
CHU POMG sanctuary. By 0400 on the 2d, the regimental CP had arrived

'f at Hil1 732 (YA885106). But vhile the head of the column had comparitive

safety, the body and tail, still stretching back to near PLEI ME, was -

s, anything but safe,

F Meanvhile, the N-V-A division headquarters (FIELD FRONT) had a

A bright spot in an othervise gloomy picture. The last of its three

o regiments was due to arrive soon in South Vietnam and begin moving into

2 assenbly areas in the CHU PONG-IA DRANG area,

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES

; KIA 0 KIA - 3(BC) 15(8st)

3 WIA 4 WIA - 13 (Est)

: MIA 0 vce 18

;| EQUIP-Quantities of

) hospital and surgical

: equip .
WPNS-7 indiv weapons

3 . 215 hand grenades

AMMO-20xT75mm RR rounds
35x82mm mortar rounds
3 600 12,7mm rounds
] 60,000 7.62mm rounds
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3 NOVEMBER
1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

The biggest action of the day came late in the evening, The
1/9 Cav Sqdn, which had once agaia picked up atiaciment of the Special
Forces C-I-D-G “Kagle Flight™ along with A Co 1/8 Cav, moved its operationz
to the IUC CO C-1-D-G camp and began a recopaissance in-force south along
the Csmwbodian border to the CHU PONG-IA IRANG complex. B troop, reinforced
by the rifle platoons of A and C troops, and the Esgle Flight, established
a patrol/ambush bese st YA 834061, where a five-ship landing zone vas
available. There, ambushes were staked out at YAS23071, 83%071 and 834054.
It was at the lattéer location that blocd was drawn. At 1930 hours this
scuthernmost ambush postion sighted a lsvge, heavily-laden N-V-A unit of
estimated company strength moving along an east-weat trail, The colum:
elected to take a break just 100 meters short of the ambush site and
loitered just outside the killing zone for a full hour-and-a-hairf. At
2100 hours the N-V-A unit formed up and moved confidently and noisily along
the trail to the west. The plctoon leader allowed the first element to
pass through and sprung the trep on the wveapons platoon, whowe men were
carrying machire guns, mortars and vecoilless rifles. At 2105 hours ecight
Clayxore mines set along a 100-meter kill zone belched fire and steei and
troopes blazed away with M.16's for two minutes, Simultaneously, Ciaymore's
gited both up and down the trail pumped death into the enemy column. There
was no return fire. (Positions at the time of the ambush depicted in In-
closure 8).

The ambush patrol returned quickly to the patrol base and helped
establish a perimeter defense. The perimeter was assaulted at 2230 houvs
by an estimated two to three companies of enemy troops. The patrol base
leader had called in his other outposts, but elected to leave the "Eagle
Flight" personnel outside the perimeter for the night rather than risk
trying vo get them in during a firefight at night when recognition mizht
be difficult. (The Eagle Flight wore different uniforms and, of course,
spoke Vietnamese and Montegnard), At midnight the perimeter was under
heavy seige and in grave danger of being overrun, but reinforcemenis were
on the way, (Inclosure 9)

In other actions ir. the battle area, the 1/8 Cav (-) continued to
gsecire the division logistic bause at CAMP HOLLOWAY and wes alerted to
prepare to rzinforce the 1/9 Cav battle area at first light on 4 Nov,

The rifle companies of 2/12 Cav continued search and deetroy oper-
ations in the vicinity of OBJECTIVE-E (2A061956) and discovered a large
quantity of medical supplies which were evacuated to PLEIKU. A company
made contact with a N-V-A platoon at 1450 hours and killed ons, The
battalion CP and D company remained at 24073222,

2/8 Cav was at CAVALAIR vith C company closiag by air at 1652
hours. B company moved by foot to ZAC32037 and A 2/8 moved to Position
PARIS (YA025057), closing at 1405 hours.

The 1/12 Cav continued to opevate in the vicinity of CHARGER CITY
and evacuated another 250 refugees from FLEI XOUN., C company moved to
an intermediate L-Z then moved northeast to MISSISSIPPI (2A060155)., B
company was lifted to a =2 at ZA076190 and then moved Yo TEXAS (24082167 ).
A company made a similar air and ground move to OKLANOMA (2A102169).
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2, TASK ORGANIZATION:

187 BRIGAIE DIVISION
No change excepv: ¥o change

223 AHB elements
replaced 227 AHB elements.

3, INPELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

The confidence of the nevly-infiltrated 66th Regiment was Ladly
shaken by the sudecious smbush sprung by the Cavalry Squadron in the very
heart of the CHU POMC-IA DRANG complex. The 8th battalion had gotten it-
self bloodied before it had been in country for two days and, by lszing a
prisoner, tipped off its presence in South Vietnam.

T™he 333 Regiment, meantime, was 8%i}1 trying to pull ite bruisad
and battered tail into the the CHU PONG sanciuary., But it became just
another day of constant harrassment from the air and ground marked by the
loss of still more medical supplies and ammunition.

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIQDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES

KA 4 XIa 73(BC) 37(Est)
Wik 30 WIA 65 (Bst)

Mix 0 ¥ce 1

EQUIP~Several boxes of
medical supplies

WPNS-1%xT5ma RR rifle
1x82mm mortar

1 barrel for 17:5mm
) &

AMMO-2,240 rds 7.62me
ammo

34 grenades

3x82mm mortar rounds

did i
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NOVEMBER
1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

With the original force in the ambush base established by B
Troop 1/9 Cav Sqdn insufficient to withstand the repeated assaults by
the aroused N-V-A battalion, it became necessury to effect an immediate
reinforcement, Shortly before midnight the rifle company standing by at
DUC CO, A 1/8 Cav,was alerted for committuent into the ambush site. Since
the landing zone could handle only five ships at a time, it was decided
to minforce by platoon. The first platoon was on the ground at 0040 hours,
folloved by the remainder ¢f the company in platoon 1ifts, closing by
0245 hours, It vas the first time that a perimeter under heavy fire had
been relieved at night by heliborne forces. It was also the first time
the Aerial Rocket Artillery was empioyed at night and in very close support
(S0‘meters) of friendly positions. (Inclosure 10)

By dawn the attacks by the enemy had slackened and incoming fire had
diminished to occasional sniping from surrounding trees., At first light
the remainder of the 1/8 Cav began mcving into the L-Z and the 1/8 Cav
sssumed control of the position. Cav Squadron elements were extracted
on outgoing 1ift ships. (Inclosure 11)

The 1/8 Cav conducted search and destroy screens in the vicinity
of the L-Z until late afternoon, and tien was lifted bhack to STADIUN
to secure the brigade bese. B 2/19 Arty was lifted to an L-Z at YA
841091 to support the 1/8 Cav, and vas lifted from there to a position
vicinity of ZA173100. '

For the 2/8 Cav, the day started routinely enough.. B company began
movement toward Objective AMY (ZA040048), closing at 0950 hours, At 0800
C 2/8 was airlifted east to an L-Z vicinity of ZA092092 to secure a
position for B/2/19 Arty and closed that area at 0855 hours. At 1130
hours Recon platoon was conducting search and destroy operations out of
CAVALAIR when it made contact with en estimated two compunies of North
Vietnamese in the vicinity of Z4978050. Two platoons of A co.pany were
committed to the fight at 1210 hours and continued pressure on the enemy.
Artillery and tactical air was called in and, after taking punishing
blows, the NuVwA force broke contact, leaving 12 captives amd 4:KIA on the
bvattlefield. A large number of enemy dead were carried away. Two
platoons of C company were recalled to relieve the A company elements,
which closed back into CAVALAIR for the might. B 2/19 Arty, meanwhile,
vas directed from the 2/8 location ars sent further east.

At 0800 2/12 Cav began a sweep operation in Acea POP with B and €
companies moving by foot and with A company airlifted to an L-Z at ZA
131030. B company made contact with a sizeable force of enemy soldiers
at 20087066, The company; supported by artillery fire, maneuvered to
overcome the enemy by 1500 hours. The company uncovered a large arms cache
{2A086065) and buried 7 N-V.A soldiers.

Working in Area SNAP, the 1/12 Cav remained in position until the
afternoon, A company btegan & search and destroy operation tcward Object-
ive ARKANSAS (ZA131158), A% 1625 hours C company commenced a search and
clear operation from ZA060152 to ZA048137. B company began movement at
1700 hours and closed for the night at ZA082152, Battalion CP and D
company remained at ZA077214.
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION:

1ST BRIGAIE DIVISION ;’"‘ j
Ho Change No Change Except Add: .

6/14 Arty (+) (Prov)
3/18 Arty (-) (Prov)
3, 1NTELLIGENCE SUMMARY: -

After failing to overrun US positions on the south bank o the
IA IRANG, the 8th Battalion, 66th Regiment, broke off the attack and
pulled its dead and wounded back from the site of the engagement. The
apparent discovery by Cavalry forces of a new No-V.A infiltration unit
would cause the FIELD FRONT to re-evaluate its tactical position and .
begin looking for waya to counteract the continued pressure. !

W e Bk sk M N o KA sl RS kT Y et

An immediate action was to order the 33d Regiment out of its
baae at Hill 732, which it had hardly reached, and onto the eastern slopes
of CHU PONG in the vicinity of YA922010 with its battulions (when they
slosed) to take up positions from Hill 732, dowr through ANTA Village
{940010) to the north bank of the IA MEUR (980000).

The fragmented bits and pieces of the regiment were still making
their way in a generally westward direction, clinging to stream beds,
utilizing all available concealment to avoid detection by the ever-present
Cavalry helicopters. There still was one unit reasonably intact---the
battalion that had acted as rear guard. Starting later and moving more
slowly than the rest; it was still east of main Cevalry positions, ;

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

- A A i AN el A PR TNARY o e A S, AR e e v e A % v

FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEYY LOSSES
KIA 10 KIA - 39(BC) 55(Est) }
WA 34 WIA - 47 (Est)
MIA 0 VCC - 21
EQUIP - 2 night light
devices
4 recoilless rifle
sights

4 mortar sights

[V

WPNS - 15 rifleo
2x82mm mortars
3x75mm recoilless
rifles

4xAR (Chicom)
1xlight machine gun
1l flare pistol

AMMO - 100,000 rounds
7.62 ammo destroyed in
place

20,000 rounds 7.62 ammo
{ evac

) 63x82mm mortar rounds
45x8]1 mortar rounds
44x75mm RR rounds

i9 hand grenades
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S_NOVEMBER
1. QPERATIONS SUMURY:

The 1st Brigude continued to maintain prescure on the enemy in
areas SNAP, CRACKLE and POP in & maneuver desigried %o squeeze the X-V-i
forces into a nutcracker.

In the 2/8 Cav sector (CRACKLE) A company moved by sir at 1000 hours
from CAVALAIR to PARIS (Z4025057) and éonducted search and destroy oper-
ations in that sector. The one platoon remaining of C company joined the
company in a search of the 4 November battle area (YA978058). At 1415
hours Charlie company started movement toward Position AMY (ZA042046) by
foot, tut were picked up enroute and moved by air to FALCON (Z4021031).

B company moved north from AMY on foot to a position at ZA045068. The

battalion CP, D company and supporting artillery closed on FAICON at 1800
hours,

2/12 Cav continued operations in POP, and, more perticularly, in the
vicinity of the arms cache (ZA086064) that had yielded considsrable quant-
ities of arms and ammunition. Tiere wvas so such materiel at this site,
in fact, that it took until 1500 hours of 5 November, to complete the
evacuation. The battalion coiled for the night with the companies well
dispersed in the battalion area.

The 1/12 Cav conducted search and destroy operations n area SNAP
with A company moving south to ZA062123, By 1800 hours, however, all
units had halted for the night and established company bases. The CP
was located at ZA082154.

The 1/8 Cav (-) continued to secure the brigade forward CP at
STADIUM for the entire period with one company maintaining a 30-minute
alert as a brigade rapid reaction force.
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2, TASK ORGANIZATION:

15T BRIGARR DIVISION
¥o Change lio Change except:

Detach C-I-D-G Eagle Flight
3, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

The day brought little change to the intelligence picture. The
66t» Regiment continued to close into assembly areas in the CHU PONG
sanctuary and the 33d Regiment waited for its shattered forces .0 rejoin
the parent unit. The 32d Regiment and FIELD FRONT, meanvhile, : emained
untouched and untroubled north of the IA DRANG and adjacent to the
Cambodian frontier.

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICSs

FRIENILY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES
x5 KIA - 4(BC) 18 (Eet)
wWIA 3 WIA - 19 (Est)
MIA 0 vee - 3

EQUIP - None

WPNS - HNone

AMMO - 7 grenades

2 magazines of 7.62 ammo
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6 NOVREER 4
1. QPERATIONS SUMMARY: |

As :n other previous actions, the day began routinely enough. ]
2/8 Cav rsmained in its overnight positions until 0730 when C company
began moving from FALCON toward Position SUE {ZA020058). B company
began platoon search and clear opsratiozns to the west of its position
(ZA045066) and at 1000 hours a platcon made contact with an estimated
squad of ensmy. iInclosure 12}, Contact was broken by the N-V-A
ismediately and the platcon pressed oa. By 1200 hours all elements
of the company had hit what appeared to be an entrenched ensmy company
and becams heavily engaged.

The fire fight increased in intens2iy and some elements of 3
company were pinned down and snexy fires were hindering efforts at
consciidation and aerial rocket sriillery and tactical air strikes
were called in to support the B company effort. As the platoons continued
to attack, the enemy made a delerm:ned effort to aplit two of the attacking
platoons. This was repulsed; tus the NoV.A unit, now believed to be at
least a battalion, began to surround B company. {Inclosure 13)

C company, which had bzen enroute to SUE, wes ordered to counter-
march and attack tne rear of tne N.V-A glecment. The coupany moved by
foot through the dense jungls apprcaching a stream from the west. When
it crossed the stream the company cax: up on tha left rear of the enemy
unit and then tried to wori tc the northeast in an atvempt to flank it.
C company then became heaviis engnmzed as 1t began to press the attack.
Air and artillery strikee were called for in large numbers but neither
B or C company were able to dbuxld up enowslt fire power from their own
positions to maneuver dec:sively against the H-V-A psoitions,

As darkness approached; both friendly and enemy forces began to
disengagey C and B companies to prepare positions for the right and the
N-V-A to slip away. The enemy left forces in contact, however; and
these elements coniinued to pour st *sratis weapons fire into the Cavalry
positions. (Inclosure 14)

By 1900 hours ¢ company linked up with B company and estabiished
a defensive mavimets+ 3t ZAOWI(SS and effected evacuation of dead and
wounded. Two plateons of A company were li1fted into FALCON as reinforce~
ment. Sporadic sniper fire was received into the night, btut there was
no further heavy engagsmeni,

Meanwhile, 1/8 Cav (-} moved from STADIUM by helicopter to Position
RED (ZA145115) in order to prevent asy enemy movement back to the east.

The 1/12 Cav remained 1n 1ts overnight positions until daybreak at
which time companies continued search and destroy oparations n area
SNAP. Units closed for the nignt with B company at ZA085.00; A company
at ZA0981083 C :capary at ZAO59109: and CP and D compary {-) at ZA074214.

B Troop i/% Cav Sgdn continued screening operations and reconnaissance
on the east and west flanks ¢ the heigade,
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION:

157 BRIGADE DIVISION {)
No Change No Change
3. LNTELLICENCE SUMMARY:
There was littls change in the N.V.A situation as the 334 ’
Regiment still awaited closure of its rear guard battalion into the
regimental base. On the morning of the 6th the battalion was the only ..
cohesive fighting force the enemy had east of the IA DRANG. By night-
fall it had ceased to exist as an effective unit.
4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS: -
FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES
KIA 26 TIA - 77(BC)121(Est)
WIA 53 WIA - 271 (Est)
MIA 0 vee - 1
EQUIP - 45 Indiv packs
and kits
WPKS < 3 heavy machine
guns
3 light machine guns
2 automatic rifles
23 carbines or assault
rifles
1 rocket launcher
AMD - 10,000 rounds 7.62 -
Amm —
2 anti personnel mines )
100 hand grenades. =~ N
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NOVEMBER
1. OPERATIONS SUMMARYs

The 1st Brigade commenced a movement designed to squeeze the
enemy into a nutcracker. 2/8 moved toandoccupied Position A (ZA028050)
to (ZA029071); 2/12 Cav moved to and occuppied tlocking Position B (2ZA
061067) to (ZA061058); and the 1/12 Cav attucked to s eize Objective MAPLE
(24040075).

2/8 Cav was in position at 1100 hours with B and C companies. Both
units remained in position until just before dark at which time they moved
to Position WING (ZA031061) where they remained for the night. A company
remained on FALCON, along with D company and the CP,

2/12 Cav moved by helicopter to Pogition B, closing at 1255 hours,
Ccmpanies A and C occupied their positions until 1515 hours when both
units began shifting to the south to keep the blocking position on the
east flank of the attacking battalion.

The 1/12 Cav conducted an attack toward MAPLE at 0805 with B and C
companies, The battalion was then directed to move through MAPLE and pass
between 3/8 and 2/12 Cav and pursue the withdrawing enemy. Boundaries
vere adjusted accordingly. Retreating small N-V-A units were hit during
the movement.

At 1430 hours 4 1/12 was airlifted to an L% at ZA028088, and B and
C companies continued movement south toward Position WING where they re-
mained overnight. D company and the CP did not mov~,

The 1/8 Cav, meanwhile, had no action at its position and after the

main action was completed to the west, began moving from RED to the AN
KHE base. The move was not completed until the following day.
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION:

: 1ST BRIGADE DIVISION
No Change No Change

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

In the CHU PONG sanctuary the depleted 33d Regiment licked its
wounds and waited for its stragglers to come in. The remainder of FIELD
FRONT forces were quiet. {

In the battle area there wes diminishing sctivity. One N-V-A soldier
surrendered with a safe-conduct pass.

'y ¥

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

4 a0l M 7T

FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES :
T 0 KIA-9(EC) 19 (Bst) ‘

{ WIA 2 WIA-48 (Est) i

MIA 0 vCC-12

EQUIP-None '

WPNS-8 automatic rifles
5 carbines

1 heavy machine gun

1 light machine gun

‘ AMMO-55 hand grenades £y
4 Claymore mines '
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) 1. OPERATTONS SUMMARY:

The ist Brigade continued search and d estroy operations in its

esctor vhile preparing for relisf by the 3d Brigade. This included
movesent of maneuver elements out of the battle area while still main-

- taining press ure on the enexy.

- 1/12 Cav began operations with C company moving southwest from
- WING to ZA993051. A company moved by helicopter to an L-Z in the
vicinity of ZA980053. Several small unit contacte were made by both
companies during the day. At 0700, B company left one platoon to secure i
- WING and moved to FALCON, 1/12 units closed into PALCON where they re- S
mained for the night.

2/12 Cav commenced movement toward FALCON at 0700 hours, closing at
1125 hours, where the entire hattalion remained overnight.

1/8 Cav completed its movement from RED to AN KHE,

2/8 Cav moved from FALCON to STADIUM and assumed the mission of
defending the Brigade forward CP,

B Troop 1/9 Cav continued to screen and recop-by-fire to the flanks

of the brigade, with particular emphasis on the area to the west and ,
south of FALCON, f
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2. ZiSK CROANIZATION:

1S? BRIGADE DIVISION
¥o Change Bo Change

3, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

Only fragmented units and stragglers remeined east ot the CHU
PONG ~ IA DRAMG compiex s the 33d Regiment vegan to asseas its losses.

Friendly intelligence at this point still was not really sure that
the entire 33d Regiment withdrew to the west. One prisoner taken at
PLEI MB stated positively that after the battle his wnit was to
walk for two nights south and east. In addition, thers was strong
auspicion that elemenie of the 32d Regiment may have slipped off to
the east after the ambush. By this time Field Force Vietnam had asked
the division to consider moving its operations east of PLEI ME if it
appeared that was no further contact iminent in the west.

4., ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FPRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES
XIA 0 KIA-2(C) 10(Est)
VIK 5 WIA-23 (Est)

ML 0 vee- 7

WPES-1 light machine
gun

1 carbine

2 asaault rifles

1 rocket launcher

AMMO-2 hand grenades
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9 NOVEMBER
1. QPERATIONS SUMMRYs
1st Brigade coumercad movament of its command post from STADIUM
%o AR KHE,yieldiw control of all unita left in the field to the 3d Brigade,

which moved its forward CP to STADIUM. Thetime of changeover was 1100
hours.

i anwhile, 2/12 Cav moved for FALCON to CAMP HOLLOWAY to prepare
for uvovement to AN KHE,

2/8 Cav remained at STADIUM during the day.

1/12 Cav remained at FALCON, running small patrols out from the
base during the day and securing artillery units there.

119

g

-~y

TN ks . -

PRI

Tl

e

N s o e N S, S s S e s P

e Tarn 3N

Gk e TS




—— ST TSN
ERLAANRAL ARG

v TR
IS ERUI SN A AL LA gt VSLYC Y

VA ey

- —

e

pra———

I

2. TASK ORGANIZATION:

1ST PRIGAIE p FRICADE DIVISION
HHC, 1st Bde s 3d Bde Fvd D-7-0-C
B Troop, 1/9 Cav z/e Cav(-)(091100 229 AHB

4 Co, 8th Eng Nov) 228 ASHB

1st P1t, 545 M Co 1/12 Cav(051100 ¥ov}17th &vn Co
Sig Spt Tm, 13th Sig 2/12 Cav{091100 lav;

Tm, 54th Inf Det € 1/9 Cav Sqdn

Tm, 10th RRU C 8th Eng

IPW/CI Mm, 191 MI  1/7 Cav

Det

Arty

Gt ety Tryon),

14
2/19 my( )(091100 ¥ov)
3¢ P1t, 545 WP
Sig Spt Tm, 13th Sig Bn
IPW/CI Tm, 191 MI Det
Tm, 10th RRU
Tm, 54th Inf Det
3d P-S-B (091100 Nov)

3, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

33d Regiment gathered in the last of its organic units and
began to count noses. There were many missing, The regimental muster
brought these casualty figuress

UNITS* APPROX STRENGTH PERCEIT OR

] PRICR TO PLEI ME NUMBER OF
CASUALTIES

15T BATTALION 500 33% KIA

2D BATTALION 500 50% KIA

3D BATTALION 500 33% KIA

REGT MORTAR COMPANY 120 50% KIA

REGT ANTI ACFT COMPANY 150 604 KIA

REGT? SIGNAL COMPANY 120 4 KIA-16 MIA

REGT TRANSPORT COMPANY 150 50% KIA

REGT MEDICAL COMPANY 40 80% KIA or MIA

REGT ENGINEER COMPANY 60 15 KIs or MIA

REGT RECONNAISSAKCE CO 50 9 Xii

#Dogs not include Regimental 75mm Company. Figure were not available or
obtainable,

In total, the headcount showed 890 men of the original 2,200 killed,
with more than 100 missing and still more suffering from incapacitating
wounds. Materiel losses were also heavy with the Regimental Anti-Air-
craft company losing 13 of 1ts 18 guns and the Regimental mortar company
losing 5 of its 9 tubes, Six more mortars were lost by the battalions,
along with most of the recoilless rifles. The ammunition, food and medical
supply losses also had been crippling.

At FIELD FRONT headquarters north of the IA DRANG, it was a day of
sit.ation analysis. Incl 15 depicts the intelligence picture ast it
appesred to commanders on 9 Nov.

4, ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY 10SSES ENEMY LOSSES
KI1A 0 KIA 0
WIA 4 WIA 0
MIA 0 vee 2

WPNS 0
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10 NOVEMBER

1, OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

The 3d Brigade continued to move fresh maneuver elements into
the battle area, replacing old units and laying out the ground work for
a systematic search op “tion in the area north, east and south of PLEI
MR. BEach baitalion war to have an ares and conduct careful search and
destroy operations in sector.

2/8 Cav sedurd the Brigade CP until 0800 and began movement to AN
KHE, closing by 1900,

1/7 Cav moved by return flight to STADIUM and began moving immed-

“iately into Area WHITE for search and destroy operations.

2/12 Cav remained at CAMP HOLLOWAY with one comp=ny on one hour
alert,

1/12 Cav had a small ripple of action at PALCON, wounding two N-V.A
and capturing another with a safe conduct pass on his person, The battale
ion began moving to HOMECOMING, closing with the artillery elements at
1645 hours.

C Troop, 1/9 Cav Sqdn screened the easiern flank of the brigade.
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2, TASK ORGANIZATION:

3D BRIGADE

No Change except:

Detach 2/8 Cav 102300 Fov

3. INTELLIGEWCE SUMMARY:

o v s o e o S e o en

DIVISINK
No Change

There wae little oxr no change in the situation as the trans-

ition between brigsdes continued.

The movement and shift:in emphasis

from west to east was to further siimulate a forthcoming deciszien from

the A-V-H division headquarters.

4, ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENLY LOSSES

KIA
VIA
MIA

Q
1
0

126

ENEMY LOSSES
Xia 3
WIA 2
R [+ 1
WPNS 0
EQUIP 0
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) 1. COPERATIONS SUMMARY:

1/12 Cav continued search operations in Area GOLD without
contact. B and D companies moved to STADIUM to provide brigade security. ;

Lo MY v SN

. 1/7 Cav continued to operate in Ares WHITE using squad-size
saturation patrolling techniques.

o 2/5 Cav closed STADIUM from AN KHE and was immediately air-
lifted to Area RED tc begin scarch and destroy operations, The
battalion closed at 1500 hours.

2/12 Cav was lifted back to AN XHE base,

R S N T

C 1/9th Cav Sqdn continued screening and reconaissance missions.
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2, TASK ORGANIZATION:

3D BRIGAIE DIVISION
¥o Change except: No Change

Attach 2/5 Cav
Detach 2/12 Cav

3, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

FIELD FRONT headquarters, after evaluating the situation, had
reached a decision. With American units seemingly withdrawing to the east
of PLEI ME, the decision was to attempt to reguir its early advantage
with an attack. The target owce again was the PLEI M8 C-I-.D-G Camp, The
division headquarters set the date for attack at 16 November, and issued
orders to its three regiments,

 “The 32d Regiment, of course, remained a cohe8ive fighting Yorce,
despite the casualties sustained during ihe embush of the A-B-V-N:Armored
Task Force on the road to PLEI ME,

The 33d, as haa been seen, suffered tremendous losses in its
attack of and subsequent withdrawal from PLEI ME, but it still was to be
committed again. With a view toward its future committment, the 33d's
cadre began reorganization of the depleted battalions into a composite
fighting unit.

The real cutting edge for the attack, however, was the newly
infiltrated 66th Regiment, fresh from North Vietnam and spoiling for a
fight. It would be in the vam of ‘he three regimental effort against
PLEI ME,

The disposition of the 66th on 11 November had its three battalionms,
the Tth, 8th and 9th, strung along the north bank of the IA IRANG (center
of mass Vie 9104),

The 33d Regiment still maintained its positioms vicinity ANTA Village
(YA940010).

The 32d Regiment was still north of the IA DRANG (YA820070).

To add punch to the attack, FIELD FRORT also decided to commit a
battalion of 120mm mortars and a battalion of }4,5mm twin-barrel anti-
aircraft guns. These two units were enroute down the anfiltration trail
and were scheduled to arrive in time for the attack, The next five days
were to be spent in preparation for and movement to the attack,

Thus, for the first time, a full N-V-A division would be committed
offensively against a target in South Vietnam,

4, ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES

KIA 0 No significant ground
contact

WIA 2

MIA 0
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12 NOVEMR

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

2/ 5 Cav conducted squad-size patrols in Area RED and discovered
numerous punji stakes on trails. Psy War teams conducted orientations
in local villages.

1/7 Cav continued small unit search and destroy operations in Area
WHITE with no contact.

1/12 Cav and 2/19 Arty (-) moved vack to AN KHE base.
€ 1/9 Cav Sqdn continued screens of the brigade flanks.

2/7th Cav arrived from AN KHE and was airlifted to three Landing
Zones south of PLEI ME in the vicinity of CHU DON Mountain to begin
search and destroy operations in that area.

The most significart action came almost at the day was ended., At
2323 hours, an estimated battalion sized force of erther N-V-A or Main
Foirce VIET CONG staged a violent attack on the Brigade base at STADIUM,
Nearly 100 rounds of 82mm and 60mm mortar shells were pumped into brigade
position in addition to a heavy volume of small arms and automatic weapuns
fire. The sttack was concentrated against engineer positions, the aviation
refueling complex and the brigade command post. By a few minutes after
midnight the attack had been beaten off and all firing ceased. More than
100 demolition charges were recovered when the attack area was ecreened.

Yeoman duty was performed by the aerial rocket artillery ships that
were laagered at STADIUM, All seven asircraft were airborne within five
minutes after the attack started and it was their combined fires that
stopped the mortar attacks.
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2. TASK CRGANIZATION:

3D BRIGAIE DIVISION R
No Change except: No Change i\ ).

Attach 2/7 Cav

Detach 1/i2 Cav .
Detach 2/19 Arty (-)
3, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

PIELD FRONT units continued preparations and rchearsals for -
the scheduled attack on PLEI ME.

There was little or no activity in the area where maneuver elements
were operating.

4, ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENILY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES
1 X1a-6(8C) 22(Est)
WIA 23 WIA-No est
MIA 0 VCC~ 0

WPNS-~ O

EQUIP-100 demolation
charges
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bk 13 NOVEMEER :
l U 1. CPERATIONS SUMURY:
: N
i The 3d Brigade continued its search and destroy missioms in
i the zone east of PLEL ME, but set the stage for a sudden thrust %o the
g . west by pre-positioning artillery,
i 2/5 Cav air assaulted to L-Z PALCON (ZA021031) and established an
5 .. artillery base with no opposition.
3 1/7 Cav moved by air from Area WHITE to Area MAROON and established
2 [ . company patrol bases without opposition. B.Co was detached and sent to
i , STADIUM to assist in security of the brigude base.
s 2/7 Cav continued search and destroy operations im Area BLUE south
' of PLEL ME.
$§ 3 C 1/9 Cav Sqdn continued to screen the brigade's flanks,
2
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i , 2. 245K ORGANIZATIONs . §
g ; loin gmcm ::Vgsmi (
- ‘ B i
d | ; 3, INMELLIGENCE EUMMARY: ¥
boog FIELD FRONT forces began staging in the CHU PONG-IA IRANG area ’
in preparstion for movement to PLEI ME and the projected 16 November
attack. Some recon parties and transportation units already had moved .
t out.
! In the east, however, there was minimum contact. .
H
4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICSs
i FRIENDLY 1033ES BIENY 10SSES
§‘ XIA 0 ¥o significant enemy ground
; contact.
5 VIA 2 ‘
2 MIA ]
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14 MOVEMBER
1. OFERATIONS SUMMARY:

CEEe 12 i rad

=

!
9

Few units that have a rendezvous with destiny have un inkling
of their fate until the historical moment touches them. So it was with
the 1/7 Cav on the wrning of 14 November. It wvas to be a routine oper-
) ation, in so far as any operation deep in enemy territory can be routine,
B company had moved back to the battalion positions near PLEI ME to prepare
for the lengthy airlift into an area adjacent to the CHU PONGS,

SUS ey Ry e

e e

At 1050 hours the firstcompany, Bravo, had landed at L-2 %-BAY (YA
935010) and by 1210 hours, the bulk of the battalion had closed. With
C company securing the L-Z, B company was moved north and west toward a
' finger extending down from the CHU PONG hill mass. At 1245 hours the
X company became moderately engaged and by 1330 hours wds being attacked by
at least two companies of N-V-A infantry. The westerly gplateonesf 3
company was cut off in the violence cf the first enemy assault and reesined
an isolated island of resistance un%il it was retreived the following day.

v e

Simul tanecusly vith the engagement of B company, a few rounds of mortar
fire began to fall on the L-Z and or B company, Rocket fire also was
experienced in several sectors. A company was moved up to the left flank of
B company wnd immediately became engaged with a company-sized N-V-A force
that vas driving toward Bravo's left rear. Fire was then coming into the !
landing sone itself, and aircraft bringing in the balance of the battalion :
had to be waved off. Thus far, all the action had occurred vo the wegst
and northwest of the L-Z in heavy jungle and tall grasa. (Inclosure 16)

Dum sk h s b s i smw w mmee o a —

Then C company, which had moved off the 1-Z to the east was attacked
by a two-company force of enemy. Elements from D company were moved to
reinforce and, combined with the tactical air, aerial and tube artillery :
support called to within a 100 meters of friendly positions, the attack :
was beaten off and the easternm portion of the L.Z then became secure and
relatively free of fire.

In learning of the intensity of the fight, the brigade commander 3
alerted B co, 2/7 Cav, which origimelly had been slated for brigade
security duty at STADIUM, to move directly to X.RAY,

The remainder of the 1/7 battalion, including the Recon Platoom, ‘
landed by 1500 hours and were fed into positions on the eastern fringe of '
the landing zone. Attempts to retrieve the isolated platoon by Bravo and
a platoon of Alpha company had failed and both companies were instructed

. to pull back and tighten up their interior iines. (Inclosure 17). Comm- 5 ]
unication wvas maintained with the isolated platoon throughout the fight. § 3
3

By then it was apparent that the battalion had engaged a force of at least
600 men,

By 1800 hours B 2/7 Cav landed in the L-Z and intially was placed in §
reserve as a battalion reaction force, Later, one platoon of B 2/7 re- o
inforced C 1,/7 and the recon platoon was pulled back to join the reaction i
force. The perimeter for the night of 14 November was generally as
depicted in Inclosure 18, 3

\ Throughout the night the N-V-A attempted to crack the perimeter of

- the isolated platoon, but intensive artillery protective fires that ringed
the position broke up every attack. The main perimeter was also subjected
to mpeated probes, and these too were repulsed. The two artillery batteries i
at FALCON pumped more than 4,000 rounds of high explosive in close support
of X-RAY, Tactical air flew missions throughout the night and the Air
Force flare ship maintained constant illumination of the battle area. Pilots
of the 1ift ships braved the dangers of the fire-ewept L-Z to bring in rein-
forcements and re-supply and carry out wounded and dead, |

Lo ire

Meanwhile, brigade had alerted the 2/5 Cav for commitiment -© X-RAY,

The battalion extiracted two companies from patrol positions south f FALCON : ;

and flew them to L-Z VICTOR (YV964994), with the CP and D company moving in

- from FALCON. 11 3

| R
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B comepny, on & search mission north of FALCON, fell dack to that positiom y.:
at night fall and vas prepared to join the battalion at first light. The
battalion was to move by foot into X~RAY the next morning,

s

T

2/7 Cav continued its operations south of PLEI ME, with C company %

and D company, while A company wvas moved to STADIUM to be a reaction force
. for the night.

1‘ € Troop, 1/9 Cav Sqdn made visual recomnaissance of the immediate ‘ ~
battle area in an effort to pinpoint movement of N-V-A forces. . ;

2, TASK ORGANIZATION:

3D BRICAIS DIVISION oo 8
¥o Change ¥o Change t

|

! ‘ 3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY; -
|

]

Some of FIELD FRONP's assault elements had gotten under way before
dawn on the 14th, bound .for PLEI ME. At noon, when Cavalry helicopters dis-
ey , gorged troopers at the foot of the CHU PONGS,absolute suprise had been ach- p:
4 ' ieved. Instead of launching a divisional avcack on PLEI ME and possibly
! ‘ regaining tactical initiative, the N-V-A division found itzelf engaged in a 4
’_;‘ : struggle to defend its own base. e :
o $ ’ » k *

The CHU PONG mountains and IA IRANG valley \long had been a sanctuary 3
§ : for the VIE? CONG and N-V-A forces. It was one of the mumerous so-called 8
i ' ¥gecret™ bases which provided the insurgents with a secure area in which
| ! to store supplies, conduct training, carry out administrative functions, . ;
. manufacture and mpair arms and equipment and provide an operating base ) 2
for combat units.

f ’ Since 1954 at the latest no Vietnamese government units had penet- -
i rated the CHU PONG massif. Undisturbed, VIET CONG units had enjoyed :
" ) years of safety in the mountains and their sheltered valleys. It was from
: the sanctuary and the supply bases in the IA DRANG valley that FIELD FRON? 3
) : and the 32d and 33d Regiments had moved on PLEL ME on 19 October. Now the b -
’ ; sancturary was threatened. §

Reacting swiftly to the Cavalry landings, FIELD FRONT ordered the 66th
Rogiment to attack the landing zone. Strong elements of the regiment were 4
established on the ridgeline overlooking the landing zone to provide a base 2

of fire. The 9th and 7th battalions of the 66th and a composite battalion
' of the 33d (formerly the 2d and 3d battelions) provided the initial assault 3
9 ' forces. 3

The attacks came in-company and multi-company force and were pressed
with great determination. They continued throughout the day and into the :
night. Despite the elan of the attacks, the regiments were unable to over- ‘o
run the position. The atiacking elements tried to maintain as close contact 7
as possible, not only to exert the maximum pressure, but also to prevent
tactical air and artillery from being used to help the defenders. Despite

this tactic, US aircraft slashed repeatedly at the N-V-A ranks, coming with- j
in 100 meters of the Cavalry's front lines. Mirderous artillery barrages :
were called in very close to friendly lines, breaking up the attacks and E

taking a terrible toll of men aad equipment.

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

. FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES i
3 ‘ KIA Because of the intensity . 4
and continuity of the
Wia 49 action, the enemy losses .
will be summarized on ‘he -
MIA 0 report of the 16th. ;
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15 NOVEMBER
1., OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

Unlike other days in the campaign, this one began and ended with
violence. At first light the companies in the perimeter sent recon parties
to acreen a distance of about 200 meters :n front of their positiomns. At
0650 hours, the two left platoons of C company (one the south and southeast)
began receiving heavy fire, A N-V-A force of more than two companies were
thrusting at- that portion of the perimeter. Despite intensive air stirikes,
tube and aerial rocket artillery missions; the enemy elements closed to
hand-to-hand combat range of C company. While this violent combat was en-
suing, the east portion of the L-Z also came under heavy attack. This was
at about 0715 hours. D company had the task of stopping the ¥-V-A attack
and did so with the aid of the air strikes and artillery., At about 0800,
the A company sector to the south and west came under attack and grazing
fire criss-crossed the perimeter and landing zome, Although A 2/7 Cav
was poised to come in by chopper; the L-Z was too hot at the time. (attacks
and positions depicted in Inclosure 19)

The portion of B company 2/7 Cav that had been held in reserve was
committed to the C 1/7 sector to throw back the enemy assault. The front
lines were marked by colored smoke and air strikes and tube artillery
strikes were brought to within 50 meters of the trace. The curtain of
steel finally broke the back of the attack, leaving the field strewn with
N-V-A bodies. By 0900 the fire into the landing zone itself had slackened
to the extent that it was possible to air land A 2/7 Cav and throw the
reinforcements into key defensive positions. (Inclosure 20)

Help was on the way in the form of the 2/5 Cav, moving by foot from
L-Z VICTOR across the ridgeline to the southeast of X~-HAY and into the
perimeter, scooping up two prisoners along the way. (Inclosure 21)

The battalion closed at 1245 hours and immediately was given the
mission of sweeping to the northwest to spring loose the isolated platoon
of B 1/7 Cav. The attacking echelon included A and C companies of 2/%
Cav and B 1/7 Cav. The surrounded platoon was reached without undue
op;\:osition and all forces returned to the perimeter by 1600 hours. (Inclosure
22

The forces in X-RAY all under operational control of the Commanding
Officer; 1/7 Cav then formed a tight perimeter for the night.(Inclosure 23)
The remainder of the night was marked by repeated small unit prohes of the
perimeter that were of little or no consequence in context with tae major
enemy effort of the day. The N-V.A had thrown his best into a mnjor effort
that morning and had failed.

The 3d Brigade continued to reinforce and support the bdattle at'X-RAY,
The 2/7 Cav (-) was moved first to L-Z MACON (YA935052) to provide an
artillery base, but found the snil unsuitable., The artillery position,
manned by B 1/21 Arty and the 2/7 Cav (-) moved to L-Z COLUMBUS (YA974036).

Meanwhile, the 1/5 Cav (-) closed at STADIUM and A 1/5 Cav was air-
1ifted to COLUMBUS to minforce 2/7 Cav, which already had provided two
companies to the cauldron at X-RAY, B and C companies 1/5 Cav went to
FALCON to provide security for artillery units there,

C Troop, 1/9 Cav Sqdn coutinuaed screening and reconsissance missions
in the IA DRANG valley and D Troop secured the brigade base at STADIUM,

The Air Force, during the first crucial 40 hours at X-RAY had tactical
air oons-antly on station with a fighter-bomber on a target run on an aver-
age of one every 15 minutes throughout the period.

Tube artillery fired more than 6,000 rounds of high explosive into
the defense perimeter area and aerial artillery contributed nearly 2,000
rockets to the fire barrier.
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CH-47 (Chinooks) of the 228th ASHB flew contimious re-supply missjons
into FALCON and COLUMBUS to keep the artillery in shells, and the lift
ships of the 229th AHB flew medical evacuation and re-supply in and out of
the beseiged landing zone throughout the period, in most cases at grave
risk to pilots and crew,

2. TASK ORGANIZATION:

3D BRIGADE DIVISION
No Change except: ¥o Change.
Add 1/5 Cav

Add D 1/9 Cav Sqdn
3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARYs

Despite the heavy losses sustained on the 14th, the N-V-A
division headquarters ordered continuation of the attacks on the little
position at the foot of the mountainy, The Tth and 9th Battalions of the
66th had been bearing the brunt of the assaults along with what was left
of the 33d. The 8th Battalion of the 66th was moved south from its position
north of the IA DRANG to bring pressure aginst the eastern firnge of the
1-Z. And FIELD FRONT summoned the H-15 Main Force VIET COMG Battalion from
an assembly area well south of the battle area,

The N-V-A eifort unquestionably was hampered by the unexplained
delay 1n getting the heary mortar and heavy anti-aircraft battalions off
the infiltration trail and into the battle zone., Neither has there been
an explanation for the failure to commit the 324 itegiment which apparently
held its positions 12-14 kilometers to the northwest on the north bank of
the IA IRANG.

The 15th also marked the introduction of a new weapon by the American
forces and one which struck terror in the hearts of even the most hardened
anemy soldier, Shortly after noona large area in the vicinity of YA8702
suddenly erupted with hundreds of thunderous explosions that moved across
the ground like a giant carpet being unrolled. The B-52 bombers had struck.
For the next five days the big bombers systematically worked over large
areas of the CHU PONG Massif, The N-V-A soldiers lived in far of these
attacks because they believed each raid covered a 20 kilometer area and they
were told that ordinary trenches and foxholes were of no protection.

4, ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES

XIA 67 Summary of all losses
on the recapitulation

29 68 of the 16th.

MIA 0
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16 NOVEMBER
1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

At approximately 0400 hours, the N-V-A infantry began light
probing attacks rt various places on the perimeter with elements ranging
from squad to platoon strength. At 0430 hours a two company attack was
directed against the southeast portion of the perimeter, now manned by
B 2/7 Cav. This was beaten back by small arms and artillery fires under
illumination provided by “Smokey” the Air Force flare ship. A second
attack by a company-sized element also was repulsed, At 0600 a company-
sized nssault was directed against the northeast portion of the L-Z, mammed
by eiements of the 2/5 Cav. It too was smashed by accurate defensive fires.
At 0627 still another attack was launched from the north, and again without
success. {Inclosure-24)

At 0655, all positions in the perimeter opened up with small arms
and machine guns. They systematically sprayed trees, bushes and anthills
to their front. This had the salutory effect of prematurely triggering
8 40-man N-V-A assault element directly in front of A 2/7 Cav. The unit
had been creeping forward, using high gruss and bushes for concealment.
The technique alsc accomplished its primary funciion by bringing down
several snipers that had climbed trees close to the perimeter during the
night.

At 0910 hours, all units began a sweep to their front to a depth
of about 500 meters, utilizing covering artillery fire, and policed up
the batile area, The first elements of 2/7 (-) with A 1/5 Cav attached
began closing into X-RAY after a foot movement from COLUMBUS, The
battalion completed its move by 1200 hours, and at 1400 hours, the 1/7
Cav, plus B 2/7 fav and a platoon of A 2/7 Cav were relieved on station
and muved by helicopters to CAMP HOLLOWAY for rest and reorganization.

Sporadic sniper fires marked the rest of the day at X-RAY and both
the 2/5 and 2/7 battaliors made plans for movement out of the area on the
following day. "he L-Z was located sloug the path of a prcjected target
area for & B-52 strike and it was necessary to move the units outside a
three kilometer safety limit,

To reinforce the units in thue battle area, the remaining units of
the 1/5 Cav moved by chopper to COLUMBUS, where that battelion remained
over night '

The 1/9 Cav Sqdn clements continued close surveillance of the
battlefield and the routes leading into it and, early in the af%ernoon,
one of its scout-gun ships (UH-1B) was hot down in thc jungle north of
the IA TRANG, Heavy fire from the area prevented the immediate recovery
of the ship and the crew was carried as missing.
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION:

3D BRIGADE DIVISION

' No Change Fo Change
3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

Esrly on the morning of the 16th, the N.V-A elements had
another go at X-RAY---and again there was a blood bath. The nu’. was
too tough to crack. But if this position was too strong, what about

. the artillery bases, from whence came so much of the N-V-A misery?

i Might they not be less well protected? Strong elements were set under

: way toward both COLUMBUS and FAICON. These included portions of the
66th Regiment and the H-15 VIET CONG Battalion,

Also, once the attacks on X-RAY were broken off, a general move-
ment of units began north and west along the base of the mountain and
in the IA IRANG valley.

; 4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES
KIA 6 (79 Cumilative) {(13-15-16 Cumulative)
; KIA -834 (BC) 1,215 (Est)
wia 8 (125 Cumulative)
‘ WIA -Ko estimates made
MIA 0 (0 Cumulative)
, . vee -6
WPNS & EQUIPMENT DESTROYED IN - WPNS & EQUIP EVACUATED:
POSITION: Assault carbines 54
Crew Served and Indiv Wpns 100 Assault rifles 57
; Anti Tank Rockets 9 Automatic rifles 17
Hend Grer.ades 300-400 Heavy machine guns 4
. Assorted 7.62mm Ammo 7,000 rounds Rocket launchers 5
Entrenching Tools 100-150 Pistols 2
Assorted Packs, Uniforms, etc, 82mm Mortars 2
Medic Kits 6
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17 NOVEMBER
1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

For the first time in the Vietnamese conflict, Strategic Air
strikes were to be used in direct support of the ground scheme of maneuver
Yhe strikes of the past two days had been in a supporting role, dut today
the ground forces would be moving in direct relation to the impending strike. .

Accordingly, both battalions still occupyimg the landing zone, 2/5 Cav
and 2/7 Cav,moved off with a mission to sweep to the north, with the 2/5 Cav ;
inclining slightly to the east and heading for COLUMBUS. The 2/7 Cav,
whicli was minus its B company and a platoon of its A company, but rein-
forced by A 1/5 Cav, was to follow the 2/5 Cav long enough to put a 3,000
meter saftey margin between it and the B-52 target area, then was tos p
to the wes: and northwest toward a map location that appeared it vouldgke
a possible landing zone. The map location (YA945043) was named ALBANY,

The 2/5 Cav closed at COLUMBUS at 1140 hours without incident.

The 2/Tth Cav was about to undergo it ordeal by fire. The battalion '
set out behind the 2/5 with A company 2/7 in the lead, utilizing the
battalion Recon platoon in lieu of its own missing platoon; followed by
C company, D company, CP group. At the rear of the battalionycolum was
A 1/5 Cav. (See Inclosure 25 for route of march and formations)

After clearing the 3,000 meter limit, the battalion swung westerly
and made its way through the dense jungle toward ALBANY. About 300-500
meters short of its objective area, the lead element captured two prisoners
without any resistance. As the lead element passed through the clearing
that was to become ALBANY, it began receiving extremely heavy fire from its
left and right front and from its right flank. Initial surprise had gone
to the enemy, but the troops of the battalion reactied quickly and cour-
ageously. The fight quickly became a general melee as each individual
fought his personal battle,

The brunt of the flanking move by the N-V-A was torne by C and D
companies, and in some cases the enemy thrust penetrated through the ranks
of the column. D company and part of the headquarters element began moving
to the east to link up with the lead elements of A 1/5 Cav, which also had
taken heavy enemy fire. Remnants of C company, along with the battalion
command group, fought their way westward to the clearing where A company
and Recon platoon were making their stands, (Inclosure 26)

Initially, the i1nsbility to precisely locate individual units in the
battle preciuded the use of supporting artillery and tactical air, It was
an infantryman's battle for sevrral hours. By mid-afternocn the pieces
were sorted out and heavy supporting fires began falling in among N-V-A
elements still pressing the attack. The first strikes in were by aerial
artillery, followed by a tactical air napalm run, which broke up a N-V-A
company-sized attack that was just forming aginst the westward edge of the
forward perimeter,

By 1825 hours the fire around the clearing had slackened to the
point where it could be used as a landing zone to bring in B 2/7 Cav from
CAMP HOLLOWAY, where it had been placed on alert as soon as word of the i
fight reached brigade headquarters.

Although the enemy kept pressure on both perimeter® during the nmisht,
he d1d not try heavy assaults aginst the pousitions as he had earlier at X-
RAY. I1lluranation by Air Force flare shins and a continuous ring of
artillery shells and tactical air strikes kept the enemy at bay and allowed
units from both perimeters to make repeated forays out from the positions
to bring back friendly casualiies. At approximately 2200 hours, B 1/5 Cav
marched overland from COLUMBUS and lainked up with the eastern perimeter,
giving it needed reinforcement. It was decided that the units should not
try to fight their way further in the darkness and the two perimeters were
meintained £or the might. (Inclosure 27)

There was noactivity of any type at either COLUMBUS or FALCON,
171
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION

3D BRIGADE DIVISION ‘\ )
No Change Yo Change

3, INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

The 8th Battalion, 66th Regiment was or the move and lad reached
a point in the jungle, just east of the IA DRANG (YAS404) during the .
morning. The column had halted, dug in hasty positions and generally was -
in a relaxed posture (some soldiers were eating their noon rice) when out-
poste trought word that a large American column was headed directly toward
them. The battalion commander had little choice but to organize harly -
positions and prepare for a meeting engagement at close quarters ir the
dense jungle. In some cases his machine guns had to be fired from unprotect-
ed positions and many soldiers were thrust into battle still wvearing their i
heavy forage packs.

When the fight came it was marked by its bitter inteasity; first of
the hand-to-hand conflict, and later by the sheer weight of the US artillery,
aerial rocket and tactical air strikes. By nightfall only a handful of the
original force remained organized in a combat posture., If this battalion
had been destined foar an assault on an artillery position, it would never
reach the attack position.

Meanvhile, the other battalions of the 66th and 33d Regiments, depleted
by the vicious combat of the past four days, began their gradual movement
toward the northwest and the Cambodian sanctuary. Due west, over CHU PONG
would have been faster, but the daily B-52 strikes had brought death and
terror to the N-V-4 forces and there was no alternative but to sk.rt the
base of the mountain.

Those troops still remaining in the now-deserted X-RAY area suddenly
learned of the reason for the exodus of the Cavalry. A B-52 strike had been
called i1n virtually on top of the old positions. )

The artillery base at COLUMBUS was still considered a target for N.V-A
and Main Force VIET CONG elements in the IA DRANG valley, and these units
steadily moved toward that objective,

4. ACTIVITES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES

KIA 151% KIX-403(BC) 100(Est)

WIA 121 WIA-No estimtes made

MIA 4 WPNS AND EQUIP EVACUATED:
Assault riflcs/carbines

#Includes those who later 112

died of wounds inflicted on Light machine guns 33

this date, and those originally Heavy machine guns 3

carried MIA and now changed to 82mm Yortar tubes 4

KIA Mo ctar Tripods

5
Rocket Launchers 4
Mortar sights 2
Moxrtar fuzes (Cases) 3
Packs. w/equip 21
Rice & medical supplies

WPNS AND EQUIP DESTROYED
Assault rifles/carbines 160

Light Machine Guns 6

Rocket launchers 4

32mm mortars 2

Rocket launcher ammo

(cases) 3 3
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18 NCVEMBER
1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

From midnight to dawn there was sporadic sniper firing at the
sites of both perimeters near ALBANY, but the major threat was over. At
first light A and B companies 1/5 Cav moved from their overnight positions
and screened to the west and linked up with the western-mcst perimeter and
the remainder of the 2/7 Cav at 0900 hours. The entire battalion patrolled
cut from the perimeter and recovered dead and vounded persomnel and friendly
and ensmy equipnent and wearons. The intermingling of U8 and N-VY-A dead
testified that much of the action had taken place at point blank range.

At 1400 hourey-A and B companies 1/5 Cav reverted to their parent
battalivn control and marched to COLUMBUS. The 2/7 Cav remained on ALBANY

for the night.

At COLUMBUS, the 1/5 guarded the artillery positions. At 1735 an
outpost at the northemportion of the battalion perimeter engaged the
lead elements of an enemy unit moving into an attack position. Within
ten minutes the battalion perimeter was undsr heavy mortar and automatic
weapons fire. Air strikes dropped ordnance to within 100 meters of the
perimeter foxholes. The artillery units at COLUMBUS were used in a:-flat
trajectory fire support role.

At approximately 2100 hours the attack lost momentum amd subsided imto
small arms fire that continued sporadically throughout the night.

Just prior to the attack, the 2/5 Cav, moving to thu west to a
blocking position, air a3saulted into L-Z CROOKS (YA875125) along with
an artillery battery. The battalion conducted patrols from the new base
and during the night received light probes and harrassing small arms and
mortar fire.

The 3d Brigade CP was maintained at STADIUM and the 1/7 Cav continued
rest and reorganization at CAMP HOLLOWAY,
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2. T4SK CRGANIZATION:

3D BRIGAIE DIVISION
¥o Change Yo Change

3. IMELLICEKE SUMGRY:

Once again the enemy found that US defensive fires make assaults
very costly affairs. The attack on COLUMBUS was the last enemy offensive
effort of any consequerce against American positions jm the IA DRANG,

By late evening the major contact had been broken and thereafter,
the only contact throughout the CHU PONG-IA IRANG coxplex was with
scattered N-V-A elements of squad or platoon size that had been flushed
out and chased by Cavalry heliborne or foot patrols,

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENILY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES

i 2 KIA-27(BC) 46(Est)

WIA 31 WIA-100 (Est)

MIA 0 WPKS-Light machine guns 4
Heavy machine guns 2
Assault rifles 7
Carbines 3
Rocket launchers 1

180

ro il o2 £ s o7

B ot R




L TR, A B
kR, A -7 - - -
- . e e X i BT o © ™ T T e S i
i Vanc
_po— i ¢
L4
)
Juf N R Vot o
Mo TR
: f.? B SR IO SRS
o
|nT. T ew e -
; : o
R B [
Y T LT
s " v.rﬁm 5
- ¢ ~ *
: OIS TR b A
4= T
: : r T
. b -~ ”»ce . o bt il
' T4 AL
: v
o T
H 4wt ,«MMQ
SN S [
iﬂ.\mt\ww;w y
1 >+t -
e ! Iﬂlw. w! T
RS o ’ .
.m‘x 14 i
bt i p 4
i »r,..w cod
I N ’
o q .
IR T
¥ o
“ . ” . i *» s»
L S (AR LA o
R oot U A
3 ety e s . ¢
S0 5. Y UGS o v .
Re fou o A
S 1N T .
k! i y :
N S NP i RPN S, I
s Ea T A T LS
AN R e : o R BT
%: Es . .. L -4 - -ae-
g 1 . T 1 ' [N .m
' 1 T RS
. o, :
, ! L
-t & PO H X
- A P SIS S B S
i - [ AT [ Do e~ ’
X | R : :
ki e T v, ot il ! H
Vo " - ' ¥ . ! N '
). -1 N ] 1
L o 4 N
:
[T S TR T R b
N A L s Ca
T el ot
o A {
) .
t
. N e s ™ ” A o : Sttt dodiite L s E s s it B F
USSP S L e i
T T TR YWV TSP CI TR TSRS i




PN

P RO

[P

19 NOVEMBER

1. -OQPERATIONS SUMMARY

As activity diminished in the ALBANY-COLUMBUS.FALCON area, the
3d Brigade continued moving elements westward, both for further search
and deatroy operations as well as to work in conjunction with the A-R-V.N
Airborne Brigad vhich was sweeping from DUC CO south along the Cambodian
border.

2/7 Cav was lifted out of ALBANY during the afternoon and the battal-
ion closed at L-Z CROOKS by 1430. The battalion sssuméd responsibility
for s portion of the L-Z security along with 2/5 Cav, which continued
security for the artillery positions as well as oonducting company-sized
sweeps in the immediate vicinity of the landing zone,

The 1/5 Cav linked with two artillery batteries at COLUMBUS and then
1ifted to U-Z GOLF (YAB41094), closing by 1850 hours.

Elements of the 1/7 moved to STADIUM to secure the brigade base, while
the remainder of the battalion stayed at CAMP HOLLOWAY,
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2.

3'

TASK ORGANIZATION: .

3D BRIGAIE ' ‘DIVISION :
No Change “* Ko Change

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

The remants of the 33d and 66th Regiments began moving in small

groups toward the Cawbodian border, utilizing the cover of the IA IRANG.
There wvas little contact with the Cavalry units,

4.

ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES
KIA ) ik - 5(8C)
WIA 2 WIA - 12(Est)
MIA 0 EQUIP - 0
WPNS - 0
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20 NOVEMBER
1. SPERATIONS SUMGRY:

The 3C Brigade moved its combat elements to Landing Zones CROOKS
and GOLP,; whick fitted in with the scheme of mpneuver ¢f the 24 Brigade,
which ws assuming control of combat elements in t.2 tattle zone. After
turning over control of units in the field, the 38 Brizade besun movement
back to AN KHE base with the 1/7 Cav and other attached snd organic elements.
For the . Forvard Support Elsment, it was the first relief since the camp-
aign had started on 23 October,

The 24 Brigsde plarned to use DUC CO Spacial Forces Camp (YA840252)
as an operating base for its forward CP, and closed during the afternoon.
The 1/5 Cav conducted patrolling from 1-Z GOLf#, and 2/5 Cav patrolled from
L-Z CROOKS.

1/9 Cav Sqdn screened the entire brigede sector after moving to and
establishing a base at 19th HOLE.

The 2/12 moved by track covoy from AN KHE {o STADIUM, marking the
second time this bettalion was committed during the campaign. During
the nignt some 60mm mortar rounds fell on STADIUM but there were no
casualties.

Division artillery units at GOLF and CROOKS continued to give fire
support to A-R-V-N airborne forces to the west. Most noteworthy was the
fires delivered in support of the 3d and 6th battalions of the »irborne
brigade when they struck an estimated battalion of the 32d Regiment N-V-A,

The division artillery units were credited by the airborne brigade

commander with having been responsible for 127 KIA by body count during
the tiwe the artillery supported the i-R-V-N,
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3.

TASK (RGANIZATION:

2D BRIGADE

1/5 Cav '_5012003
2/5 Cav 201200
2/12 Cav

1/8 Cav (201400)
1/7¢ Acty

1/21 Arty éamzoog
2/17 Arty (201200
B 2/20 Arty ARA

B & Eng

24 FSE

2¢ Plat, 545 MP Co

Sig Spt Tm, 13th Sig

T», 10th ERU

IPW/CI Tm, 191 MI Det

TM, 54tk Inf Det
1/9 Cav Sqdn (-)

INTELLIGENICE SUMMARY:

Artillery support continued to pound at vositiomsof the 32d N-V.A

3D _BRIGAIE
Ko Chsnge except:

Detach: 175 Cav
2/5 Cav
1/21 kriy
2/17 Lrty
6/14 Arty
3/18 Arty

DIVi5.0N
No Change except:

dad: 6/14 Arty(-
3/18 Arty(-

Regimont north of the I IRANG, while all other units pressed for the
Cambodian border.

4.

ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

YRIENILY LOSSES

KIA 1
WIA 0
MIA 0

ENEMY LOSSES
KIA - 5(KC)

WIA - 7 (Est)
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21 NOVEMBER
1. GCPERATIONS SUMMARY:

2/12 Cav moved from STADIUM to GOLP by air and assumed part of
the resporsibility for the security of that position.

1/8 Cav made i#8 second appearance in the campaigm shen it moved from
AN KHE to STADIUM,

2/5 Cav conducted patrol actions around CROOKS. B company conducted
a sweep to YAB78016 and made contact with an estimated enemy plstoon.

I/Sth Cav conducted sweeps around its base at GOLF and secured the
artillery units there,

191
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2. PASK OBGANIZATIOH:

2D BRIGAIB DIVISION
Fo Change ¥o Change

3. INTELLICENCE SUMMIRYs

Contacts were becoming more and more meager as the N-V-A division
Yled for the Cambodian saactuary, leaving the IA IRANG valley to the lst
Air Cavalry Division and the A-R-V-N Brigade.

4. ACTIVITIES SUMMARY:

FRIENILY 1OSSES ENEMY LOSSES
KIA 1 XA - 1(BC)
Wi 8 VIA - @
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22 NOVEMBER ,

1. CPERATION SUMMARY:

2/12 Cav moved out from GULF and seized Objective TEE, Mo
snemy contect was made, however one sniper was killed and another escapod.

2/5 Cav conducted four platoon sized patrols in addition to defending
CROGSS.

1/8 Cav lifted from STADIUM to CRCOKS and sssumed part of the defen-
sive mission.

1/5 Cav continued to defend GOLF.

1/9 Cav Sqdn screened the brigade sector without contact.
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2. TASK CRGANIZATION:

] 2D BRIGAIE DIVISION
: ¥o Change ¥o Change
i 3, INTELLIGEWCE SUMMARY:

: }
: Yone,
[4
H

4. JSCTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRISNDLY LOSSES ENEMY 1.OSSES
' 443 [ KIA - 1 (BC)
' VI 1

MIA 0
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23 NOVEMPER
‘i 1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

2/5 Cav crossed its L-D at 0800 bound for Objective PAR. The
mission ves to search and destroy enroute to the new .objactive. The
battalion moved artillery fire support ahead of it during the march.
Upon seizing the objective, 1/8 Cav relieved 2/5 Cav, and the battalion
airlifted bask to CROOKS. C 2/5 Cav deployed to CAMP HOLLOWAY as the

. Brigade reaction force.

2/12 Cav conducted patrols from TEE with no contact.
1/5 Cav patrolled from GOLP with no contact.

1/9 Cav Sqin continued reconnaissance in sector without contact.
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2, TASK ORGAMIZATION:

2D BRIGAIE DIVISIoN
¥o Change ¥o Change

3. INPELLIGENCE SUMMARY:
¥one.
4. ACTIVITIES STATIS?ICS:

FRIENDLY LOSOES ENEMY LOSSES
KA 2 Kone

WIA 14

Mii 0
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24 ¥VRER
1. CPIRATIONS SUNURY:

2/12 Cav moved to seizc Objective GRERN and LADIES TEE and then
returned to Position TEE. No enemy contuct was mude.

2/5 Cav moved from CROOKS to CANP HOLLOWAY,
1/8 Cav aeized 18th HOLE and returned to CROOKS with no contact.

The action of the day came when a scout ship of 1/9 Cav Sqdn sighted
a soldier waving a T-shirt in a jungle clearing. YA945038. After Astert-
aining that he was friendly, the scout ship dropped down and picked him up.

The individual, identified as PFC Toby Braveboy, A Company 2/7 Cav
had been wounded in the leg and hand and had been evading capture since
the night of the 17th when he was separate? from his unit. Ee was evac-
uated to CAMP HOLLCWAY, where emergency surgery was accomplished, and then
further evacuated to a hoepital in QUI NHON.
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TASK ORGANIZATION:

2.

Mo Change

DIVISION

2D BRIGADE

¥o Change

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

3.

~—

ENEMY LOSSES

ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

4.

oo S e e o 25
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25 NOVEMBIR
1. OPERATICNS SUMMARY:

1/5 Cav moved from GOLF to CAMP HOLLOWAY,
2/12 displaced from TEE to 19th HOLE,
1/8 conducted local patrols from CROOKS with still no contact.
2/5 continued as the brigade reaction force at CAMP HOLLOWAY,

1/9 Cav Sqdn continued to provide reconnassiance in the brigade sector,
vainly seeking contact with the enemy.
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3 2. TASK ORGANIZATION:
2D BRIGADE
, 2D BRIGADE
g No Change

i 3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:
% None

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENBLY LOSSES

None
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DIVISION

Bo Change
ENEMY LOSSES
None
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1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

It was all over. The N-V-A division clearly had left the field
and escaped back to the Cambodian sanctuary. There was 1liitle left for
the Cavalry elements to do but move back to base and wait until the enemy

made his next move.
1/5 and 2/5 Cav moved by truck from CAMP HOLLOWAY to AN KHE,

1/8 Cav and 2/12 Cav closed on CAMP HOLLOWAY for movement bark to
base camp.

1/9 Cav¥ Sqdn covered the withdrawal and then closed im to CAMP
HOLLOWAY,

2/17 Arty (-) displaced to DUC CO to provide artillery fire support
for the A-R-V-N Airbornc Brigade in the lest phases of that operation.
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TASK ORGANIZATION:
2D BRICADE
No.Change except:
Detach 2/17 Arty

1/9 Cav Sqdn
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:
None,

ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY LOSSES

None

DIVISION

No Change

ENEMY LOSSES

None
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12. RESULTS: Meaningful assessment of the results of the 35 days
of airmobile operations that swept across the rolling plateau country
west and south of PLBIKU should be made only in context with the actual
or potential involvement of enemy forces; the dangerposed, and the ability
of A-R-V-N forces to resist that threat.

What were the goals of North Vietnam's invasion army at the ‘outset of its
adventure at PLEI ME? Hov serious was the threat, not only to the install-
ation in the immediate path of that force, but to all of the Central
Highlands as wellZ Could that threat have been stopped without the 1lst
Air Cavalry Division?

Too, when results of any action or campaign are assessed, statistics
must be utilized. In many cases it is the only way results can be shown
in a tangible manner and, therefore, readily grasped. So the statistical
breakdown showing casualties inflicted upon the enemy, casualties sustained
by the 1st Air Cavalry, and the arms and materiel captured from the enemy
ig included as Inclosure 28.

Even standing alone and without explanation, these statistics depict
gignificant results. The total of confirmed and estimated enemy kills
were in excess of any figures previously reported in the Vietnamese
conflict.

But there are many intangible elements that cannot be portrayed by
statistics. Indeed;, the most significant aspects of victory can be dis-
cussed only in speculative terms tased, of course, upon certain vital
statistics and reasonable assumptions.

The battle at PLEI ME was not a haphazard engagement, generated by
local enemy forces. Rather it was clearly the outgrowth of a master plan---
a campaign to secuve and dominate a major portion of South Vietnam. En-
titled the WINTER-SPRING CAMPAIGN of 65~-66, the plan reportedly envisioned
the establishment of a North Vietnamese Army Corps of three divisions in
South Vietnam. The corps was to operate in an area bounded on the north
by the 17th Parallel; on the south by a line running generally along the
southern boundaries of PLEIKU; PHU BON and PHU YEN Provinces; on the east
by the South China Sea; and on the west by the Laotian and Cambodian
borders. Control of the corps wus to remain within the high command in
Hanoi.

Within the frame work of the LONG XUAN (Winter-Spring) CAMPAICN 66-65,
there were three FIELD FRONTS (a designation considered to be interchange-
able with the term DIVISION) that were to conduct a series of lesser caxmp-
aigns. One of these was the TAY NGUYEN (Western Plateau) CAMPAIGK which
had as its objective the seizure of National Liberation Front provinces of
Bl (KONTUM) and GIA LAI (PLEIKU Province and parts of BIHN DINH and PHU
BON Provi..es). Specific objectives of the TAY NGUYEN CAMPAIGN were the
Special Forces camps of PLEL ME;, DAK SUT, and DUC CO; the new LE THANH
District Headquarters; and PLEIKU,

The strike at PLEI ME was the opening gun of the campaign. The
PIELD FRONT selected to control the attack correctly estimated the strength
and capability of G-V-N forces in and around PLEIKU, That estimate counted
on the II Corps Commander being capable of committing not more than one
infantry battle group and an armored cavalry squadron to the relief of the
PLEI ME camp. It also estimated that US forces could or would place two
battalions in reserve at PLEIKU, Based nn this estimate, the FIELD FRONT
commander deployed two regiments; more than enough to accomplish the desired
mission of destruction of both the relief column end the C-I-D-G Camp.

The lure and the ambush at PLEl MB was the beginning of the struggle
for the highlands. Had it been successful, FIEL) FRONT's courses of action’
could eith~r have been to repeat the same tactic on other peripherial out-
posts---DUC GO, PLEI DJERANG, DAK SUT, DAK TO---or to maintain its initial
momentum by moving directly to attack PLEIKU, But whether by the long or
the short route, the target remained the same. To control PLEIKU is to
control the highlands,
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The question then remains: could the threat hava been stopped with-
out the lst Air Cavalry Division? In arriving at the answer, several
factors should be considered.

Regardless of potential reinforcement by US forces, the II Corps
Commander was obligated to commit a force to the relief of PLEI ME or
risk the destruction of the camp,

Without reinforcement, the Corps reserve at PLEIKU could not be
coamitted without endangering the security of that strategic center.
Moreover, it is unlikely that A-R-V-N reinforcements, already committed
in other sectors of the Corps aresa, could have been brought to PLEIKU
in time to mount an effective relief.

There is strong evidence that, ogardiess of a US pledge to defend
PLEIKU, the available G-V-N forces tisre would have been committed on 23
October piecemeal and in no greater avrength than anticipated and plammed
for by the N-V-A comsanders. In a plswning conference the night before
the relief column was to be committed; the II Corps Commander indicated
he wanted to airlift one Ranger Battal iom southeast of PLEI ME, leave one
infentry battalion in PLEIKU as a resarve, and move down the road to the
oamp with only one Ranger Battalion and the armored cavalry squadron.
That this concept was developed well after the Coxmanding General, Field
Forces Vietnam, had promised a 1st Air Cavalry Division battalion task
force for the s ecurity of PLEIKU indir ates the existing tactical frame
of mind. US advisors at the conference disuaded him and the relief columm
was dispatched with sufficient strength to avoid defeat in detail,

After the initial meeting engagement on 23 October between the armored
task force and the North Vietnamese 32d Regiment, there was more than a
little reluctance on the part of the TF commander to get his column rolling
tovard PLEI ME, It was only after the guarantee of fire support from the
1st Air Cav artillery units and the actual placement of an artillery liaison
party from the 1lst Cav artillery in the column that the task force once
again got moving to the C-I-D-G camp.

On 2€ October;, when the task force began a sweep outside the PLEI ME
camp and was struck hard by the 33d Regiment, it again was the fire power
of the 1st Brigade‘s artillery units at HOMBCOMING and PUNT that saved the
force from a severe mauling.

Theee were factors involved in the immediate defense of PLEIKU and
the relief of PLEI MB. Despite the casualties taken by the N-V-A regiments
at the ambush site and at the Special Forces camp, both units withdrew
in order and as tactically cohesive and effective units. The danger to
PLBIKU was only temporarily allayed.

The pursuit of the North Vietnamese 33d Regiment by the battalions of
tha 1st Brigade and the 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry introduced the enemy to
a new concept in warfare. Hia retreat from PLEI ME to CHU PONG must surely
have been a nightmare. The enemy was routed from his hiding places, hounded
and pursued, fragmented and destroyed in terrain he had believed would be
his protector. Certainly nothing in the enemy's background or training had

prepared him $0 cops with the full effects of an unleashed airmobile pursuit.

The actions of the 3d Brigade in the CHU PONG.IA DRANG complex re~
vealed to the North Vietnamese Army how individual combat skills and
masaive supporting fire could be used to achieve an objective. The comb-
ined combat power brought to bear on the newly-infiltrated 66th Regiment
and the remnants of the 33d Regiment resulted, as the statistics clearly
indicate;, the near amnihilation of both regiments.

This left the 32d Regiment and, although the A-R<V-N Airborne Brigade
made <+he infantry contact, it again waes the Cavelry's artillery that
furnished the real killing blows. When the regiment finally reached its
Canbodian sanctuary, it had not more than 1,000 able-bodied men remaining,
making it something less than an effective regiment,
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In sum, then, the 1at Air Cavalry Division achieved two things during
the PLBIKU Campaign. I¢ countered the immediate threat to PLEIKU, and it
seriously disrupted the enemy's longer-range plans for the highlands.

The results of the campaign were well summed up in the statement
made by the Secrctary of Defense Robert S. McMamers when he visited
the 1st Cavalry base at AN KHE, on 29 November 1965. He termed the total
campaign an *unparallelied achievement" and declared that there would be
"sore air cavalry divisions."™

Many fruits of victcry or defeat are psychological in nature. The
victory achieved at PLEI ME has had the noticable effect, at ieast in
PLEIKU Province, of stimulating an optimistic attitude toward the struggle.
After the VIET CONG raid on U-S/G-V-¥ installations in PLEIKU in February,
and the attacks on Special Forces camps throughout the year, culminating
in the regimental-sized seige and axbush at IUC CO in August, there was
little cause for optimism anywhere.

US advisors too have become more optimistic, not so much about the
eventual defeat of the VIET CONG, but that the A-R-V-N commanders will be
more receptive concerning adoption of concepts that heretofore have been
belittled or rejected. For example, advisors with the A-R-V-N Airborne
Brigade are confident that that the dramatic demonstration of what close
support artillery can do for infantry will go far to convince the brigade
of the desirability of training officer forward observers (at the time of
the engagement, not a single officer P-O was assigned to any of the 32
rifle companies in the A-R-V-N Airborne Brigade).

Conversely, what was the impuct of the defeat upon the North Vietnamese
forces? The invasion army of North Vietnam found itself beaten in land
combat for the first time in 15 years and by an Army that its propagandists
claimed was weak, ineffective and decadent. Beyond these points, the total
impact can be only a matter of sheer speculation or fond assumption,

It p-rhaps suffices to assume that since victory for the U.S/G-V-¥N

forces has brought soms joy and optimism to that aide, then, assuredly,
defeat must have brought asome measure of despair and pessimism to the enemy,
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STATISTICAL AMALYSIS OF RESULYS
1. CASUALTIES INFLICTED UPOK THE ENEMY (By lajor Uait)

ist Bde 23 3d 3de 10 24 Bas & 1/9 Cav® 23 TOTALS
-9 Jov Nov-20 Nov JNov-25 Kov tct-26 Yov

VC(¥VA) 216 1,224 7 12 1,519

x1_(ac)

Vo( Ar) 610 1,388 20 24 2,042
bd

TOTAL JIA 826 2,612 27 9% 3,961

YO (IVE)

VIA (is?) 780 2 __ 0 347 1,178
1)

CAPTIVES 138 19 20 0 157

#Dencites pericd vhen cavalry squadron operated directly under divisional
éontrol and casualties were not figured in brigade totals.

2. CASUALTIES SUSTAINED BY 1ST AIR CAVALRY UNITS (By major unit)®

st Brigage 34 Brixade 22 Brigde 200418
m 51 239 4% 300
ViA 192 307 H 524
A 0 4 ) 4

#Yncludes 1/9 Cav Sqdn Casualties.
#42 killed and 11 wounded by premature burst of defective mortar round.

3. ARMS AND MATERIEL CAPTURED FROM THE EMEMY (By Major Unit)*

1st Brigade 3d Brigade 24 Brigade TOPALS
Individual 177 T680% 2 8974+
Vu%g
3.1‘.' erved * 100 [ 126
apons
Pateriel # # # #

#As noted in Parsgraph 8; weapons captured during this period primarily were
of Chinese Communist manufacture, were of good quality and were well maintained.
Sheer weight of .numbers precludes detailed listing of all captured arms.

400 weapons vere destroyed in place in LoZ X-RAY and L.Z ALBANY due to the
inanility to evacuate them. A simiiar fate befell substantial amounts of
smmunition and grenades.

#aring the campaign a N-V-A hospital was captured along with $40,000 of
surgical equipment and supplies. Most of the supplies were turned over to

the PLEIKU Hospital, or to the division-sponsored refugee dispensary at AN KHE. ‘
#8early 300 pounds of enemy documents, many of them bearing "top secret” labels;
were captured and processed through divisional and II Corps intelligence channels,
and about 30 pounds were evacuated to higher headquarters.

#Substantisi quantities of ammunition and gremades were captured and either
evacuated or devtroyed. Following is a repressntative listing of materiel
lossas sastained by the enemy during the campaiga:

250,000 rounds of 7.62mm ammynition, linked and individual
rounds.

500 grenades., nrimerily CHICOM potato mashers.

114 rounds or 82mm mortar ammo

45 rownds of 8lmm mortar ammo

85 rounds of TS5am recoillesa rifle ammo

40 rounds 4Omm rocket launciher ammo

#A quantity of imdividual field equipment vas captured during the csmpaign. But
materiel suwoh as packs, shovels, picks, rain jackets, eating utensils, other awch
items quickly found its way ‘n%o the hands of the troops as war souvenirs.

{Inclosure 78 to Combat Operations After Action Report)
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13, ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

a, General, The defeat ddminiatered to the enemy forces in
the PLEIKU campaign was the direct resuit of combat power, precisely
and overvhelmingly applied. Behind that combzt powey however, lay
sdministrative and logistical planning that began three years ago when
this airmobile concept began its testing. It was culminated with th
successful support of co.wat forces in the campaign.

In fact, were it not that the logistical plans were so well
developed and prepared for any contingency, the magnitude of supplying
the division solely by means of air lines of communication could have
slowed or halted the offensive machine, That this division not only
could transport its combat elements over distances 6f more than 65 kilo-
meters at times, but could supply them with food, water, fuel and
ammumitionyindicates the adequacy of the logistical organization and

planning. X ;

{1) Adverse situations and solutions, ]

(a) The bulk of supplies delivered by Air Force
asircraft during the early periods of the A.L-0.C were received on large
pallets with vhich organic mechanical handling equipment was unable to
cope. Logistic bases wers notified that all supplies must be placed on !
4-by-4 pallets prior to Loading on Air Force 463L pallets. However, thie ;
procedure was not effective until the late stages of the A-L-0-C,

{b) Since the A-L-0-C terminus was at NEW PLEIKU
Airfield, supplies had to be off-loaded, palletized and hauled by road
to CAMP HOLLOWAY where the division's combat service support units were
located, a distance of approximately 7 miles (by road). This meant
double handling of all supplies received by air---6.5 million pounds
total. A-R-V-N and Navy-leased trucks were requested to assist in tcans-
porting supplies from one field to the other, They responded and, sithe
out their cooperation, the division would have been hard yressed tv move
this massive amount of supplies.,

(e) Special coordination effected. Coordination was
made with II Corps Headquarters on use of A-R-V-N trucks to move supplies.
Coordination was made with the 315th Air Division on Air Force aircraft
landing at forward landing zones such as at CATECKA PLANTATION and at
IUC CO. The Commanding Of ficer of NEW PLEIKU Airfield was contacted for
permission to use that site for sling-loading of 500-gallon fuel bags.
Pernission from the Commanding Officer, CAMP HOLLOWAY, was obtained to
use his facilities for the division‘s forward support element operations,
as well as for use by the combat elements as a staging area. The amount
of coordination requirel to support the campaign points up the need for
divisional personnal to relieve the brigade commander of all but tactical

duties.

(2) Maintenance. The maintenance of aircraft during the
PLEIKU Campaign merits comment, not only because of the superb job that
was performed; but because the successful accomplishment of the mainten-
ance mission during that campaign proved, as much as anything, that the
concept of air mobility was a success. Aircraft that sit on the ground
because of maintenance problems do not provide mobility. It is note-
worthy then that division maintenance persownel were actually putting
into the air more mission-ready aircraft than were being dead-lined for
combat, operational or maintenance reasons, During the peak operational
period of 14-19 November, when the division was severely pushing its
aviation resources in providing logistical resupply, maintenance was
proving that it could meet the challenge.

But one point should be made at this juncture. This maintenance
was performed with existing stocks of P-L.L and A-S8.L repair parts,
and the rate of fill of repair parts did not keep up with demands during
this period. Had the operatione continued on for any appreciable period
of time with the same degree of intensity, both ground and aircraft main-
tenance could not have met unit demands,
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(3) Combet loads appeared to be adequate, but it
commgnders are persistent in their recommendation for a pre-filled,
disposable M-16 smagszine. Small unit after-action mports are replete
with references to the potential dsnger that is courted when rifle-
men sttempt to re-charge magazines during heated engagements. Insofar
as aerinl resupply of disposable magazine in lieu of loose rounds is
concernsd, there would be a slight increase in bulk, but not encugh
to be a significant logistical factor,

(4) Medical services as planned by the division were
more tha: cdequate, as were medical evacuation facilitics., During
sharp sni;Jements when friendly casualties were heavier, helicopters
from the division's 1ift battalions were utilized extemsively for
evacuaticn, This, however, is a planned adjunct to the evacuation
capability. The division's tactical S-0-P, indeed, the airmobile concept
royuires extensive use of 1lif't aircraft for evacuation as well as logistical
back-haul. The reaction time for medical evacuation by the air ambulance
platoon was sometimes increased during the initiul stages of airmobile
assaults due to lack of familiarity by medical evacuation pilots with the
pick-up and landing zones being used by specific units. It was found by
having air aubulance ships follow major troop lift formations during
initial assaults, pilots were quickly oriented and able to provide

speedy evacvation to the initial assault elements during that critical
period.

(5) Casualty reporting as a whole was excellent, but
difficulties were met when the division operated at extended distances
and vhen the lines of communication were overburdened. This problem was
overcome by the use of air couriers and by placing personnel from the AG
Casualty Reporting Section directly with the brigades. The problem since
has been more fully resolved by establishing a secure Radio-Teletype
station at division rear casualty reporting. The station operates on the
D7 Adminiatrative/laogistics net. The forward casualty reporting teams,
located with the forward support element at brigade, have ready access
to this secure communications system.
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14, SPECIAL EQV" 4{ENT AND TECHNIQUES: Because of the uniqueness
of the initial contact betweenm a US airmobile force and North Vietnamese
regular army units, virtually every phase of the campaign and every facet
of combat movement, combat support and administzative support represented
a new technique in this particular environment. Following are the ones
that would seem most significant.

a. Throughout the campaign, aerial five support was used to
repulse enemy attacks at night. In most instances no prominent terrain
feature existed that could be used as a reference to mark the friendly
positions, The use of C-ration cans, ammo boxes or artillery cannisters
filled with sand and saturated with fuel provided a simple method of
marking the trace of friemdly positions. The containers were emplaced
around the perimeter and ignited on order by using a wire to ingnite a
trip flare positioned over the container. The necessary fuel was delivered
to the unit when it was resupplied at its night location.

b. The technique of vectoring of aerial rocket artillery was
refined during the campaign. The most effective procedure developed
was to select a distinct terrain feature and give the pilot an azimuth
and direction from that location. In the absence of distinct terrain
features, smoke grenades were used. Similarly, the night marking techn-
iques used for tactical air also were employed in vectoring aerial artillery
ahiPSQ

ce. The use of airmobile techniques in providing close, continuous
artillery support in mass to widely separated infantry units, and without
regard to convential terrain considerations, received and passed the combat
test. In connection with the use of artillery, a number of teclniques
were develrped that merit discussion.

(1) Simultaneous ground and aeriai observation. In rugged
or heavily wooded terrain ground observers frequently encounter diff-
iculty in locating and adjusting the initial rounds. The aerial obsexver
cannot always see the target. If both observers are monitoring the same
radio fiequency, desired results are most efficiently obtained by com~
bining the capabilities of both observers. The aerial observer “walks in"
the adjusting fires until the ground observer can assume control for the
close-in-adjustment.

{2) Adjustment of illumination. Frequently close-in def-
ensive fires muat be adjusted under illuminating rounds. A technique
was developed to greatly reduce the expenditure of illuminating and HE
marking rounds. The observer requesw and adjusts the illumination in
the normal manner except that he ammounces "hest light" to the Fire
Direction Center when the round best illuminates the target. The F-D-C
controls the firing so the adjusting rounds impact “t the time previously
determined to be the "best light".

(3) Artillery in support of ground movement. During this
campaign this technique was re-discovered. Operations revealed the pot-
ential of artillery in dispersing or preventing possible ambushes and
assisting personnel to maintain direction while moving through dense
terrain., The use of artillery fires to probe suspected enemy positions
permits friendly forces to gain definite intelligence with minimum ex-
posure to perscimel. For units moving through dense jungle the use of
air bursts was helpfi.l in maintaining a "fix" on location and direction.

. {4) The importance of having mutually supporting artillery
positions became evident during this campaign when two artillery emplace-
ments were attached simultaneously. When an emplacement is surrounded by
dense vegetation the 105mm howitzer cannot be used in the direct fire role
without causing casualties to troops on the perimeter. On several occasions
in order to attain proper mutual support, it was necessary to organizc an
artillery bettalion into four "skinny" batteries instead of the customary
three.
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d. Deceptive air reconnaissance, Excessive reconnaissance of
a proposed landing zone is a sure sigmal to the enemy. One technique
used with apparent success was to fly past the area of interest on a
high pass, to a distance of 5-10-10 kilometers and then return past the
area at a low altitude, from a different direction.

e. Reconnaissance by fire. Particularly during the pursuit of
the 33d X-V-A Regiment from PLEI ME to CHU PONG it was found that re-
comaissance-by-fire in open or semi-vegetated arecas is a valuable air
cavalry technique. Scout helicopters, during one period, initiated recon-
by-fire in 105 instances, and received return fire from the ground 37
times, These arem were then fixed and provided iv-vative targets for
aerial artillery and tactical air strikes, if not for infaniry mancuver
elements operating in the area. The ability to flush out hiilden enemy
elements was a large factor in the fragmentation and destruction of the
33d Regiment. A refinement of this technique put the cavalry squadron's
riflemen aloft in an "Eagle Flight" or airborne reaction force able to
respond at once when the scouts found a target. The capture of the N-V-i
hospital on 1 November was a prime example of this technigue.

f. Reconnaissance in force, This technique, employed by the
division's sky cavalry squadron, was particularly effective on several
occasions during the campaign. Most noteworthy was the action on 3
November on the Cambodian border. When combined with an instantly-
responsive airmobile infantry reaction force, the technique demonstrated
itsworth beyond question. During the action of 3 November, it was also
proved that a perimcter under fire at night could be reinforced by heli-
copters. This was done by means of violent fire from the perimeter it-
self, alcag with close-in (50 meters) rocket fires from aerial rocket
ships just prior to the setting down of 1lift ships. The violence of the
fires prevented the enemy from reacting, not only when the 1ift ships were
unloading troops, but while they were loading wounded for a medical evac-
uation back~haul.

€+ Counter-sniper action, Pre-planned, systematic small-arms
fires by personnel on the F-E-B-A, with emphasis on saturation of trees
in bushes in the fire zone had the salutory effect of killing tree-climbing
snipers and discouraging infiltrators, particularly when the fires were
delivered at first light. Additionally, a "mad minute" can aid in pre-
maturely triggering enemy assaults, thus rendering them more vulnerable
to defensive fires.

h. Target detection and destruction. Operations by the division
in the PLBIKU arearefined a previously tested technique of detecting and
rescting to enemy targets of opportunity., The D-T-0-C received direct
S-L-A-R and infra-red (I-R) reports from the aerial surveillance and target
acquisition platoon (OV-1 Mohawk) and U-S-A-F gources, plus reports from
the Radio Research Unit. These reports were evaluated immediately and
were reacted to as follows:

(1) Information on any target confirmed in the vicinity of
maneuver elements was passed on to the controlling brigade headquarters.
The brigade reacted by maneuvering forces to engoge the target, Ly firing
artillery, by directing supporting tactical air strikes, or by any come
bination of these actions.

(2) 1If a target was of no immediaie threat to maneuver
elements, the D-T-0-C recorded the target for strike by close air support
aircraft which had run out of stay-time over the tactical zone, If within
range, it also was scheduled for H&I urtillery fires. During the period
18-22 November, for example, 22 targets were recorded. Thirteen of these
were engaged by T-A-C air resulting in four secondary explosions in additiom
to the destruction of military structures. On four occasions the aircraft
drew return ground fire. This technique is ideal for use in sparsely pop-
ulated areas, which allow freedom in the use of tactical air and artiliery.
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i. Tree climbing techniques. During the campaign many units
placed infantry and artillery observers in trees to improve observation.
Although tree climbers work fine, few are available in a tactical zone,
and so an expedient was devised. Two short lengths of rope were used.

One section was passed around the tree and held in each hand. The second
length was tied to each boot after being passed around the trunk, leaving
about 12-20 inches between the boots. By using the two ropes in conjunct-
ion with the knees, even inexperienced climbers could easily negotiate a
tall tree,
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15. AWISOR/COMMANDER ANALYSISs

a. Lessons learned,

(1) Many friendly casualties have been caused by punji
stakes; by snipers firing from trees; and by lead elements tripping
booby traps. The us~ of two-man teams operating orn the "buddy” system
greatly reduced the <. urrence of these incidents. One man watches
primarily for punji stakes and booby traps, while his buddy searches
the trees and the area to the front and flanks for snipers.

(2) Search and destroy operations where the enemy and
innocent civilians are intermingled continues to present problens.
If an operation is imminent, women and children normally will hide in
holes for protection against artillery ana small arms, In areas where
it is suspected that innocent personnel are involved, a recommended
solution is to have Vietnamese interpreters call into holes before
clearing them. Smoke and/or C-5 is effective in clearing holes and
turmels, vhere small arms are not particularly suited,

(3) Experience indicates that troop landings for searck
and destroy operations should begin, when feasible, on high ground and
extend toward blocking force: located at the base of the hills. The
downward movement preserves the strength of personnel, allows for complete
coverage of the terrain and prevents the enemy from using the hills as an
escape area.

(4) Pathfinders should always be included in the initial
1lifts into landing zones to assume responsibility for navigational
assistance and L-Z control. The pathfinders are particularly useful
in directing the aircraft into and out of the L-Z between enemy and
friendly fires, toth during daylight hours and in darkness. The path-
finders are equipped with beacons to assist in night resupply and are
also used as a reference for U-S-A-F flare ships in support of night
tactical operations.

(5) Despite the fact that many aircraft receive hits by
enemy ground fire when flying at low altitudes, experience indicates that
there are times when the best chance to successfully complete a mission is
when assault altitude (50 feet absolute or lower) is used. The situations
which favor the use of assault altitude are:

(a) When weather limits altitude to less than 2,000
feet absolute height.

(b) Minimum restriction to friendly support fire is
desired.

(¢c) Maximum surprise 1s required.
(@) Vector control aircraft are available.

(6) Wvhen aircraft from many units must be pooled to execute
a mass 1ift as well as several ancillary missions, it is best to execute
a ma8s lift initielly and then allow specific units to revert to their
separate missions. Except when cogent reasons dictate contrary actions,
it is especially important that air assault be accomplished by & mimimum
number of multiple 1ifts, scheduled into the landing zone at the maximum
rate that the L-2 will accomodate. These prccedures greatly reduce the
exposure time of aircraft and assure placing maximum combat power on the
L-Z in the minimum time, while providing the enemy with the least chance
toreact to the landing.

{7) Density altitudes in excess of 3,000 feet reduce cons-
iderably the maximum allowable loads. For example, a CH-47 departing
AN KHE (1,500 feet) to QUI NHON (sea level) can safely transport 9,000
pounds. The same aircraft departing AN KHE to PLEIKU (2,500 feet) can
safely transport only 7,000 pounds. All aircraft loads for divisional
aircraft had to be recomputed for each area of operations and the info-
mation disseminated. This became a particular problem vhen UH-1D loads.
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were recomputed, reducing the infantry loads frow seven to five combat
troops.

(8) Time is the essence when helicopters sre loading or
unleading under enexy fire., Yehicles which are loaded in a secure area
and are destined for a "hut" landing zone; should be backed into the
aircraft for a speely exit, Vehicles picked up at a "hot" gick-up zcne
should be driven on forwards for speedy loading.

(9) The importance of having supplies pre-palletized camnot
be over-emphasized. For exampie, the normal loading time for 200 rounds
of 105mm howitzer ammunition into a CE-47 was about one hour. The same
load on 4-by-4 pallets eould have been loaded intarnally in 20 minutes,
The same load in & cargo net, could have been moved in minutes when
slung externally. Because both UH-1D &nd CH-47 :diwcraft can sling load,
the pre-palletizing is limited to 1,200 pounds pex pallet, thus allowing
flexibility in scheduling retail deliveries to smaller units,

b. Civil Affairs. The lst Air Cavalry Division, since arriving
in the Republic of Vietnam, has had a firm policy of treating civil affairl/
civic action as a vital adjunct to combat actions., The PLEIKU Campaign
was no axception to this standing procedure. 41l division, brigade and
battalion operation plans and orders contained civil affaire amexes that
spelled out in detail all available intelligence concerning the indigent
population, in addition to plans for handling the people affected by combat
actions,

Approximately 2,700 refugees from VC dominated villages were taken
to the new LB THANH District Headquarters, where a nsw village had been
established. This movement, from four locations and, in many cases, with
farm animals and household goods, required a total of 40 sorties Ly CH-47
helicopters. Food and clothing was drawn by the division from United
States Operations Mission and distributed at the refugee camp, In addition,
600 other residents of PLEIKU Province were given medical assistance at
daily sick calls and several thousand pounds of rice that had been captured
from the enemy were distributed to the hungry. The medical supplies
captured at the N-V-A hospital were in turn given to the hospital in
PLEIKU and the dispensary in AN KHE,

c. Psychological Warfare. The division made extensive usez of
p8y war teams attached to the division or made available through II Corps.
In one case, the cavalry squadron followed up a combat action with a
leaflet drop within hours of initial contact. Loudspeaker systems, mounted
on helicopters, wers utilized urging the enemy to give up. In many cases
the voices wera providad by surrendered N-V-A personnel,
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16. SUMMARY, During the period 23 Octocer to 25 November 1965,
elements of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) supported by U-S-A-F
and other US Army Units and in cooperation with A-R-V-N forces, con-

ducted a highly successful campaign against major enemy forces in PLEIKU
Province. This campaign destroyed mai.r slements of three N-V-A regiments

and had the strategic importance of interrupting the planned future oper-
ation of the N-VeA in the central highland region of Vietnam,

The PLEIKU Carpaign was the firat real combat test of the First
Tean™ as a unit, and for the airmobile concept. The results clearly
indicate that both came through with flying nolors,
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