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1. This after aotion roport nu.marisu oombat a.otionu of the lset

'Onalry Division and supporting unita during Operation MASHER and WHITE -

. WIKG 25 Jan = 6 Mer 66. Division operations were initiated in respense
. to Field Force Viotnam OPLAN 3-66 (MASHER) received on 22 Jan 66. The

area of operations ia uhm o e 182503000 ‘map ssotion utta.ohed as Overa. -

18y 10. The operationsl erds cospriges the northeagtern ~ori.on of Binh

Dinh Provinoe, . Frinoipal: combat operations ocourred in the HOAL NHON.

. “Digtriot coastal plain extonding noxtheast of Bong Son ‘and in th.o Kim Bonc
Valley. (Bo:l. bn m.t-»iot) southeast of Bong Son.

26 Hndqurteu st On.vn.lry Divi-i.on wu the control headquarters
for these oporationn. The reporting offioer is Major Genersl Harry W. O

 Kinnard,  During the poriod 25 Jan ~ 2 Fob 66, Division oontrol was exer=
.. oimed by the Division CP at the An Khe base and a forward OP under Colonel
‘Williem A, Baoker; Ansistant Division Cormmander. Gn 3 Peb 66 the Division %

.+ Main CP bacame: ‘operational in the Bong Son ares and remained in that loca=

_"bion through the end of thiy oampaign. A Toster of senior officers imvolved | i
_;_m the omduot of this. oa.mpa:lsn followss S I TR 1
k i .l{a.;]or Genoral Hu-ry L3 .0- Kinnu'd R Di.t:l.uon; ;"GG// Jl ;‘il
_._;-&"_L Br.lsldior Ganord. John H. Hr:l.sht ea ADO J B ‘ o i |
. Golonsl Williea. AoBedker o = ADO Y o i
 ;| 1 Golonol Gcorgo e Butty Jf. , == Ohief ot Stafs ;l
:j:colono:. vy By Boberts e 00, 2atBrigade
= Golonel. w:mm__:__i_;_ noh - ©0, 24 Brigade
B Go].onol Harold a." ‘  — 00, 3 Brigade |
i . Golomel M.lan u -fudott Js.* © w. 00, 11th Avistion Group |
Oo].onal John J; Einnum == 0O, Support Command i * {3
T Ia Ool I-lo:d .1. E . as 00, Division Artillery . |
posmsker | | = 00, Lot Sqda, 9th Cey B
. |
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SUBJ'EG'J.'O Combat Operations After Lot.‘u.on Report (ROS HMN J}/I;; . .'
" Lt 0ol Eobert 3o Malley - -='00, 8th rugr B o 1
Lt Col Jokn D, Wnite .- - 01 | A |
Lt Col Bobby R, Lang " o - G2 | :
Lt Gol Earl K. Buchan - | -3 | ” | ll“
Lt Col Bonjauin S, Silver - G4 | o | ' ,
- n

Lt Col Robert J, Crairs w05 T

3s Task organization ani wajor ohanges during the Bm Son campaign
weres o ' '

- ae Ooneral, No organic units were dotaohod du.ring the period.
The status of ma:jor nonorgan:lo units followas

\ !

(1) 6tn Bn. 14th Arty (175um/a" How) was demhed orroot:.u .

1 Po‘b 66 and roturned to FFORCEV oontrol. R

S (2) Units pmov:l.oualy a.ttached or OPGON w_hoaej status remained j
unchangeds ‘ o .
- 34 Bn, 18th AfLy" (6" How/isms SP) i one 8" Btxy snd |

one 175um Btry wore deployod to the operational area and cne B" Béry
| remained at An khe for bame defense. .

: "B" Btry, 29th Arty (Searchl:lsht) -~ 8 &VeTage of 4 : l
narohlighh ware deployed :I.n the oporational area. .

10th BED provided normal tam to oa.dh ocm “ted hrisado ;
) in tho opere.tional area plns additional teams to snpport tha D:I.viaion areas F :
of interaut. ' R . , , o 1
o 19151; mnet prov:l.ded normal IPU/GI tem to eaoh oomittod % . ﬁ
br:l.cnde pluu su.pport for Division Gz, :

17th &vn o (CV-2) remained attached to Div:l.sion Support
Gmand ag did the 4T6th Avn Co (Hv Helioopter CH.54) 0

: (3) 24 Bn, 17k Avty (105mm Towed) whioh is attashed to this |
Division was used during Operation MASHER/MHITE WING to provide General |
Support for the ARVN Airborne Brigsde. This mission was peri‘ormod from |
27 Jan through 20 Febh 66,

(4) 1et Bn, 30th Arty (155mm Eow, towed) (mimus one battery)
was attached to lst Cavalry Divigion Artillery end given a General Support
mission oomnanoing 27 Jan 66 and oontinmuing until tho end of tho operation,

e Br:lgade task orgenization and major ohn.ngu during tho conduct
of tho operation follows ‘

24-7-1" = PHASE I

w_gmam An.glm__eagﬂ__"mmﬂsm
1/1 03?_}-.“ S - | . 3/8 Car ‘.
2/1 Csvl _ | o L 2/3 Cav

D e 1 M iy . . L e i aa LY
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|
|
1

1/12 Cav . ' _ 2/19 Arty (DS)

2/12 Cav ' | 2d Bde

lst Sqdn, 9th Cav (=) - o 1/5 Cav

Avn Gp (<) (8pt) | 250w ‘
1/21 Arty (DS) (Reinf as required) | 1/77 Arty (ns) o | | 1

*

Co G, 8th lngr Bn : R
Flat (=), 545 MF Co . D - ‘

*

*

IPW/CL Tm, 191 MI Det R R 4

* Tn, 4lat CA

*

Sig Spt Tm, Co A, 13th Sig Bn

* Ty, S4th Inf Det (Surv Redar) S S
# Tm, USAF Weather Det o !
* Fwd Spt Elm, Spt Cmd (Spt)

* This grouping is normal for eaoh committed brigade and will not be ine :
cluded in subsequent brigade task organization listings. ' I

4=10 Fab PHASE IIX ‘
Bong Son Ares of Operations @~ 4n.Khe Bage/TACR Operations

24 Bde o | lat Bde
1/5 Cav , |  1/8 Cav
2/5 Cav R | . 2/8 0w :;
2/1é Cav - | © 2/19 Arty (DS) |
-1/77 Arty (DS) : | o ,\ - |
3d Bde | o | .
1/7 Cav
2/7 Cav
1/12 Cav
1/21 Arty

o i N TR TR
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. . =28 Fob FPHASE IV
e 511-14 Feb)
Ennsiiﬁxﬁﬁﬁmhss;gnaxa&iann ‘ Ap Xho Bage/TAOR Opepations
( ‘PZdJBdG : | | 1at Bde
1/5 Cav
2/5 Oav
2/12 Cav
1/17 aety (DS) . . | o
" 34 Bae L o | o |
1/7 Cav ) ' ’ . | . o : | ' A | 8
2/1 Cav | A - |
1/12 Cav ”

1/8 Cav
2/8 Cav
2/19 Arty (DS) r

1st Sqdn, 9th Eav (-) (GPCON) . |
1/21 Arty (D8) . S o
' .« (17=28 Feb) . |
lat Bde R ;..u. : . % 3 Ble

1/8Cav - . 1/7 Cav
LT X
‘ifiz_cav s 7 1/21 Arty {DS)

2/19 Arty (pS)

24 Bde _ ' o | :
Vs O S o
2/5 Cav . | - o |

2/12 Cav
1/77 Arty (DS)
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> |

1/8 Cav - . 34 Bde

2/8 937 ' 1/7 Cav 5_
A Trp, 1/9 Cav (OPCON) ) /7 Cav .

/17 hety (+) (08) YAk (09)

4o Supporting Foroes.

as The Capital ROK Infahtry Division suppofted these operations '
b - ’ “:.
|

(610C) (Hwy §1%r Segzri;i of'th;hpri;ary Gpround Line of Communioation §
wy 1 om Qui Nhon to Fhu Ly.

(2) Security of the forward supply point (Division add Qui ;
Mhon Support Area) and airoraft lasger area vioinity Phu Cat Rifle Range. !

(3) Assumed responsibility for security of Bwy 19 to the
veat side of the Deo Mang (An Khe) Paas. . .

(4) The effectiveneas of these operations was exdellent insofar 5
a8 their effeot on Division operations was conocerned. -

be 224 Infantry Divieion (ARHN)'supported operations by ==
(1) Seouring Hwy 1 from Phu Ly north into the Bong Son area.

. (2) Seouring Division and Qui Nhon Support Area (lst log
Command) supply bases in the Bong Son areas :

(3) Conduoting offensive operations and blooking missions
within zone in oocordination with Division operations. Prinoipal units eme
ployed in accomplishment of these operations were the 40th and 4lst Regi-
ments. On 17 Feb a VN Marine Task Force was attached to 22d Inf Div and
assumed security mission in that portion of the coastal plain northeast
of Bon Son initially cleared by the ARVN Airvorne Brigade., 22d Div units
conduoted 31 company and 35 battalion or larger size operations in acoomp- -
lishing their missions, Overlay 1 shows the principal areas of operation
 and tactioal operations direotly coordinated with last Air Cavalry Division.
The results of operations by 22d ARVN Division are inoluded in the summary
of operations attached ss Inclosure l. ‘ | o _ K

(4) 224 ARVN Division accomplishment of assigned missions
in support of Division operations is coneidered excellent. There were
no attaoks or ambushes on Route 1 during the ehtire period. There wera :
" no attaoks on Division installations in the Bong Son area except for one E
.instance of 8 ~ 10 rounds of 60mm mortar fire on 21 Feb 66 which resulted |
in minor damage and 3 WIA, ' : : ' ' : E

l

0. ARVN Airborne Brigade oonducted search and destroy operations
in the area north of Bong Son and east of Hwy 1 from 28 Jan until relieved
and withdrawn during the period 17 - 21 Fev 66. The Airborne Brigade sec-
tor and locations of principal operations are shown on Overlay 2., Results
of operations are summarized in Inolosure 2. - ARVN Airborne Brigade opera=
tions oontributed significantly to the effeotivenoua_of‘DiviaiOn operations
during Operation MASHER. ‘ S .
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de III Marine Amphibious Foroe (TF Delta, Operation DUBLE EAGLE)
operations in southern Quang Nai Province were coordinated with Divieion
operations during the period 3 - 15 Fob 66. Liaimon officers were exohanged
between the Division and IF Delta on 3 Feb. Marine operations oonsisted of
entry into the northern portion of An Lao Valley and along the Quang Ngai/
Binh Dinh Province boundaries to block northern exits from the Division
area of operations, No difficulty in coordination or fire support was en~ .
asountered .and these operations are considered to have enhanced the ¢ffece-
tivenesa of Division opoeraiiona. {Refer to Overlay 3). s

: es» Qui Nhon Support Area, lst Log Command eatablished forward
supply pointa located with Division logistioal installations at Phu Cat ' -
24 Jan - 18 Feb and moving to Bong Son 19 Feb, The NSA forward supply
points and the FFORCEV Combined Traffic Center rendered outstanding sup-
port to this Division during the oampaign. (Refer to Overlay 3). '

f. TUSAF Taotical Air support provided 600 sorties in support of

Division operations in the Bong Jon campaign. 0f these 390 were preplanned
and 210 were immediate request misaions. All Tac Air requeats were sub- '
mitted through DASC Alfs, Nha Trang, Preplanned requests were sutmitted

by Army communioations (1and line) and immediate requests were subtmitted
- by Air Foroe radio nets. Reaotion time for immediate requesisa averaged -
15 = 30 minutes. Operational dats on miseions end effeotiveness is inoluded
in Inolosure 1, - o - R - _

8« Haval Gunfire,

'(1)' The follo'wina ahi_pa'-':ere 'pos:l.tioned to aupport 'Divin:l.on_ _

opﬁatiqpa‘l' .
28Jen~5Ped - USS Mason
30 Jan = 31 Jan . USS Shelton
30 Jan - 1 Fei» - = . USS Orleokl
T Pb~8Fbd . USSBarri
26 Feb - 3 Mar © USS Orleok
3 Mar - 4 Mar o . Uss Spm_eton.

(2) Fifty-seven missions wero fired totalling 3213 rounds. |

(3) ANGLICO peraonnel‘wero available to thie Division from
PFORCEV Advanoe CP oo-looated with the Division CPe : '

5. Intelligence.
a, Operation MASHERs o . |
- (1) Intelligenoce Summary, Prior to TET Holidays, 21-24 Jan,
indioations were that the 18th IVA Regt had moved to the vioinity of Dam
Tra O Lake, DR 9802 to oelebrate the holidays. A4s this Begt and the 2nd

VC had left Binh Dinh together for action in Quang Ngai, there was a pos=
sibility that the 2nd VO might have returned unreported to the Binh Dinh

6,
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_arca. Because of the absence of information the 2nd VC had continued to
'bo oarried in Quang Ngai. Three unidentified, unconfirmed battalion sighte=
ings were reported in the MASHER area, two on 4 Jan and three on 11 Jan,
indicating some type of redistribution of forces was being undertaken,
Additionally two other Main Force Battelions, unidentified, were reported
in the area of operationa.

(2) lnemy Strength and Disposition Anticipated. Inemy strengths

and identifications at the beginning of Operation MASHER were as followss
With the exception of the 521 Loocal Forxce Co which is normally carried in

the area, the identification of other units reported, was not known. After

the 17 and 18 Jen engagenent vstween ARVN and the 6th Bn, Quyet Thang (AKA
9th Bn/18th Regt) South of Pin Cu Pass vicinity of BR 9085, it was felt
that the Division would probaily be facing the remaining elements of the
Quyet Thang or the 24 VO (AKA Quyet Chien). Various reports from Hoai Nhon
Diatrict Police through Einh Dinh Sector Advisor indicated the existence
of approximately 3 unideni“ied WVA Datialiuas with an estimated strength
of 2000 ineluding suppori irooyps. The disposition was as depioted on
Overlay 4o - : _ .

(3) HEusuy streagth encountered Del {27 Jan £6) in the Operation .

MASHER area began, [lollowing a deceptive phase lasting from 24 thru 27 Jan,
in the vioinity of Dam Tra Q. A S ,

. (a) During the four days, 27‘-'51'Jén, the following
enemy units with strengths indioated were encountered, Idemtifioations

were obtained through prisorer interrogations and exploitation of dooumentse

" Quyet Tem Staff = 9 .
A v Military "

B = Politioal

C - Hear Sarvioeé

AL Company 120
7%h Bn _ H00
9th En | . 500
Other Support Units 540

(v) The Quyet Tam Regt (AKA 22d Regt) was a relatively
‘now NVA unit which hed nreviously been reported in Quang Ngal Province.
From interrogations it was detsrmined that this unit had infiltrated from
NVN, through Gim Lai Frovince t¢ the Kim Soa Valley (ER 7679) and thenoce
to Quang Ngai for operations. It 'was assumed that the 8th Battalion was
also in the are howsver divigion \nits had no contact with it. .The dis~
position of units is carried on Overlay 5. ' '

. (4) Losses - with tho tuild up of friendly forces in the area
of operations, the enemy began a withdrawal in a westerly and northwesterly
direotion charactorized by fierce defense of suspected headquarters aress .
and important installations =3 well an rear guerd action to cover escape of
the NVA Battalions-aiong with their woundeds The following enemy lossea
were aocounted for during Operation MASHER: '

7
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KIA (BC) ' 603
KIa (EST) 956
WIA (BST) . 357
vee | 242
vos 459

The enemy, by breaking contact and dispersing in small -
groups, intermingling with the population and moving at night and during
bad weather, avoided further contsot. His estimated routes of withdrawal
and final dieposition ere shown on Overlay 6. “

- (5) Terrein, The terrain consisted of a coastal plain with
mounteins to the west and scuth. Aerial photographs of typical terrain
within the area of oparations are attached at the end of this report.

(6) Impact of friendly oporations on the unemy, Two Battalions
of the Quyet Tam Regt, Tth end 9th plus unidentified support elements, were
. rendered ineffoctive as & result of Operation MASHER. The long range results

of loss of equipment, persomnel, and prestige will bo diffioult to overcoms | '

and further task his overburdened infiltration system.. ’
be Operation WIITE WINGs

" (1) Intelligence Summary: At the completion of Operation

MASHER on 3 = 4 Feb 66 the Division was faoed with the following choicess k

Continue to pursure the enemy, who it was falt had exfiltrated the MASHER
erea in a northwesterly and westerly direction; underteke operationa in . )

the Kim Song Valley or initimte a cempaign down-the cosst south of the -

Song Lai Giang River. The preawnce of Task Force Delta, III MAF in SE :
Quang Ngai Province set the stage for a combined lst Cav/Merine Operation k
in northeastern Binh Dinh Province with partioulsr emphasis on attempting
to locate and destroy emomy units which had successfully escaped from the
Coastal Flain into the An Leo Valley and hills between, Although the enemy . |
strength and disposition wers unknown prior to Operation WHITE WING it was ‘
felt that a major effort in the An Lao Valley would be worth while sinoce :
the area had long becn known as a major VO North to South logistieal :
communications route snd contained msny rice casches and resupply points for
© VC military units. Repeated firing at aireraft indicated the presence of ;
unknown hostile forces in and near the An Lao Valley. Reportedly the Seo
Vang Hesdquarters was in the high ground to the north of the valley.

(2) Haeny siresgéh and &iéposition anticipataeds Onerliattalion '
plus service trnops and security troops for hospital, rear service and
district headquarters, Sao Vang. ' '

Phemy KIA (B0)  u [ /o
Hnemy KTA (BST) 18 B BT
vco S 25
ves Y
Individual Wpmns - W

N e e T R
R P oo Pk




- Activity for the first several days consisted of company and smaller size
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. (5) Impagt of friendly operations on the cnemys Diviaion
operations in and around An Lao Valley were the firat since tho area was ;
logt to the VC by ARVN in December of 1964. The psychological effect gained |
_through knowing that friendly forces can enter and scrutinize VC controlled
areas "at will" cannot be overlooked. In addition to the KIA count, & .
large amount of rice was taken in the operation and much valuable intelli-
gence was gained which can be utilized in future operations. The operation
succeeded in throwing the enemy off balance, disrupting his movements, and
-added to the general turmoil experienced by. the VC during current operations,
Four thousand five hundred Vietnamese eleoted to come out of the valley to
avoid V€ control. The adverse effect on enemy forces will have a long f
lasting effect in that area. :

¢, Operation WHITE WING (EAGLES CLAW) i

(1) Intelligence summaxys Prior to Division operetions into
the area bounded by coordinates BR 6067, B3 6000, CR 0667, it was known
thaet the Kim Son Valley served as a rest area for regimental-size units
and that it was a part of the VC infiltration route system in Binh Dinh
Provinoe. Because of the continuous movement into and out of the area and
its use as a steging area, many unit identifications were associated with
the locale, but the momentary extent and disposition of forces was hazy.

(2) Enemy strength anticipated:s It was felt that one main
force regiment, possibly the 210th VC, was established in the Kim Son
Valley area. Other units helieved in the area included one local force
company and possibly one or two main force battalions. SPAR reports
during the period prior to operations strongly indicated the presence of
a divisional or high control headquarters in the area. One other major
unit, the Quyet Thang (AKA 18th NVA) Regt was carried east of Hwy 1 with
the reported intention of returning to the Kim Son area. - It was conoluded
that the enemy would attempt to withdraw his major forces from the area,
covered by an aggressive delaying action. . It was believed that enemy unite
fleeing from the An Lao Valley oould possibly have entered the Kim Son area.
- See Overlay 7.

(3) Enemy strength encountereds

(a) On the 11th of February, the 3d Bde commenced
operations in the Kim Son area followed a few days later by the 2d Bde,

engagements., On 15 Feb contact was made with elements of the lst Bn,
Qiyet’ Chien Regt (AKA 93rd Bn, 2nd VC Regt) which resulted in substantial
enemy losses and capture of a VU Bn Commander, Following the action, heavy
oontact with elements believed to be from the 1lst and 2nd Bns plus the pos-
#ible headquarters of the Quyet Chien Regt (AKA 2nd VC) continued in the |
" "Iron Triangle" area (BR 774760, 774756, 777758) and vicinity of BER 7374 un~- .
til 21 Feb, when after a B-52 strike, the VC broke contact and are believed [
|
i

to have withdrawn to the West.

(b) On the 23rd of February the 1st Bde made contact along
the high ground west of Hwy 1(BR 868l) with elements of the 4th Bn, Quyet .
Theng (AKA Tth Bn, 18th NVA) Regt, who had croased the highway from the i
Kast, Sporadic oonteot in the area oontinued tnrough 27 Feb, and as of h
that time, it was felt that the entire Quyet Thang Regt (AKA 18th HVA) was
in the area, with its 4th (AKA Tth) and 5th (AKA 8th) Battalions west of the
highway and the 6th (AKA 9th) Battalion east of Hwy 1, The Quyet Thang Regt |
suffered the loss of most of itse heavy weapons oapability during this engage~ |
ment. See Overlay 8. ‘ ‘ ‘
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(a) The following units were identified with the atrengths
indioated during the operational phases 1

Sao Vang "A" (Militery) - Unk _
Sao Veng "B" (Politiﬁal) o - Unk | 1
Sao Vang "C" (Rear Sarvice) . Uk {'
| 704 Signal Co | o T i
706 Ahk Co | | 125
200th Bn _ o ‘  420 ;
Lien Tien 10 (“2" Bn Mobile Hospital) .. 400 | ";I
' F106 Bn : : - w0 1
lst Bn, Quyet Chien (AKA 24 VG Regt) L 680 '
24 Bn, Quyet Chien ‘ | Unk i
17th Mortar Co, uyet Thang (AKA 18th Regt) 140 | |
16th RR Co, Quyet Thang L | 80 }‘
4th Bn, Ayet Thang . | 400 ﬂi_'

.~ e Seo Vang organization developed by Division operations
during MASHER/WHITE WING is at Intlosure 2. - :

. (4) Hnemy lossea for operations "WHITE WING" (EAGLE CLAW) as .
of 281800 Fab 66 (less An Lao Valley Operation). | ‘ |

KIA (BC) =~ 709 .
KIa (BST) .. 160 o i
wIA (EST) 978 \‘
- VOC - 326 |
VoS 259
Ind Wpna 154

Crew Served Wpns 46
Migo (Commo) 10 Radios | | .

_ (%) Impadt of opei‘ation WHITE WING (BAGLE'S GLAH) on the enemyt |
Division operations in the Kim Son amrea have had the following impact on
enemy Oapabilities in eastern Binh Dirh Provinces ‘

(a) In addition to the losa of over 1469 personnel killed
and 976 wounded, main foroe units have had their heavy weapons sirength re=
duced gubstantielly by the loss of 6 -75mm RR, 13 AA guns (10 = 12,7 and 3 =
50 oal), end the disclosure that the Quyet Thang Begt has only one of its
82mm mortars combat affective. ' :

10




Hwy 1,

eret Theng Regiment and one unidentified looal force company were expected
. 40 be encountered. The remainder of the Quyet Thang Regiment, the 4th Bn
‘and 5th Bn, were believed to be west of Hwy 1 and could possibly be employed

.]enemy would attempt to avoid oontact with friendly foroes and ‘exfiltrate the
ﬁreao ‘ . :

. ) |
AVCGT 23 April 1966 j
SUBJECTs Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS MACV J3/32) . {

‘ " (b) Bassd upon confirmed and estimated pereonnel and equip-
ment loeses, ‘the following units are now ocarried as combat ineffectivet '

. AA Co, Sao Vang Divieion . :_.“-41 ‘ﬂ-. h,,;ﬁl

i
ool
‘lst Bn, wuyet Chien Regt (AKA 93rd Bn, 2nd VC) '; ‘

flg, 4th (AXA 7th), Morter Co, and 75mm RR Co, Quyet
Tang (AKA 18th NVA) Regt.

Unidentified support elements of 704th and 705th Co '
of 3a0 Vang Diviasion. 3 ‘ i
3

(o) Enemy dispositions carried as of 28 be'ssﬁié ehown.
on Overlay 9. o '

d. Operation wHITE WING/BLACK HORSE,

(1) Intelligence summary. From interrogation of captives from'
the .Quyet Thang Regt (AKA 18th NVA), information from the local populace, .
and reports from a Hurricene Team that had been sent into the area T2 ‘ours ..
prior to H-Hour it was believed that at least one NVA tn and perhaps one loocal
foros company were in the N Chop Chai/Hon Cao hill mass (BR 9493) east of

(2) Enemy strength antioipated. The 6th (AKA 9th) Bn of the ;

in a reinforoing role in support of the 6th Bn., It was conoluded that. the f
|

: N
(a) On 1 March the 2d Bde attacked in the N Chop Chai/ |
Hon Cao aress 1/8 Uav recoeived a probe (30 - 40 VC) vic Obj 100 at 1830,
During the next four days operations oontinued with results as shown in ‘
per (b) below. It is belisved that guerilla forces were encountered. No |
-identifiable units were encountered. ' . '

(b) ‘Enemy Losses for Operation WHIDH WING/BLACK HORSE as -

of 6 Mer'66l o | - .
KIA (BC) v “.'. -
KIa (EST) 12 ';;' | a ﬂ:
WIa(EST) - 13 . - ?
vee - 40 | | |
ves r 102
o wes S
| MISC ' : 41 800 Piastere

(o) Information received from the local populace indioeted
that the 6th Bn had in faot been in the area but that, perhaps because of
prior knowledge of the operation, it had exfiltrated tc the south approxi-
mately 48 hours before the operaticn commenced, . _

1
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6o (C) Division missionas

: ao OConduct offensive operations as néoessary to dominate the  {
taotioal area of responsibility and to contribute. to GVN paocification program
in the Song Ba and Song Con Valleys. L ‘ : o

‘ b, In oconjunction with HVNAF and other US/FWMAF conduot search
and destroy operations in Northeaatern Binh Dinh Province.

. 04 Provide one 105mm Howitzer Battalion in a G3/reinforeing role
in supporting operations by the ARVN Airhorne Brigade.

~d. Maintain one battalion as IMeld Force Vietuam reserve/reastion
foroe. ' .

7. Conduot of operationat’

a. Basic guidelines that influenced the tactioal operationa for
each phase of this oampaign inoludedt :

. (1) Operations should be of sustained duration in each area
in order to develop acourate intelligence and to disrupt VC/NVA freedom -
of movement and ocontrol over the olvilian population end resources.

(2) Within populated areas minimum force was to be applied
until oombatants and non-combatants oould be identified and aeparated,
Use of Riot Control Agents and Psy War operations were to be oonsidared
to support this goal. - '

(3) Friendly forces were to orient on enemy forces as developed
within sectors end zones. }Minirmum oontrol measures were placed on hrigade
operations. within assigned mectoras. Extensive use of artillery and USAF
Tac Air was specified in all operations to interdict VC/NVA movements withe
in sectors once a force had been found. A vigorous Pgy Wer program (leafw -
lets, loudspeakers, and taped appeals) was to be closely integrated with

tactioal operations. - : .

_ be Division initiasted operations in the Bong Son area with one
brigade TF (4 Inf Bn's). An additional brigade headquarters and up to two
.additional infantry battalions were to be prepared to entexr the operational L
erea if the size of enemy forces located and engaged warranted additional
foroes, As the campaign developed a second brigade and six infantry bate
talions were committed in the Bong Son ares leaving base defense and TACR
‘operations to one brigade (2 Inf Bn's) effective 3 Feb 66,

[
I
8. Executions Division operations in the Bong Son Campaign during }
.the period 25 Jan -« 28 Feb 66 were conducted in four phases, The areas of o
primary emphasis during each phase are indicated on Overley 10, A separate l-
overlay is furnished to provide a more detalled rapresentation of each phase. :
> |
1

a. PHASE I, 25 = 27 Jan 66, 'The 3d Brigade (4 Battalions) moved
by air and surface commencing 24 Jan 66 and established a forward base at ‘
#Fm Cat. On 25 Jan 66 the 3d Bde and 1/9 Cav initiated operations along ™. |

/ the Southexn portion of the Chop Chai hill mass southeast of Bong Son to - ™
ﬁ daceive the VG as to our main area of interest and to enhance the seourity [
' of Hwy 1 ae a ground supply line which had been planned for the campaign. . \i
. Operations were conducted using reconnaissanoe in force techniques. The :
", 2d Bde still locatod in the An Khe base was alerted to be prepared to re- . i
"lieve 33 Bde should significant enemy forces be located and engaged in Ebih -
area. Aotions during this phase are portrayed on Overlay 1l. e

| |
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(1) 24 Jan 66, 1/12 Cav moved by organic air from 4An Khe to |
Phu Cat Rifle Range (BR 905520) and secured an aircraft laager area, fors
ward support base and acted. as Division resorve. /7 Cav moved by convoy
from An-Khe to Phu Yat (Hwy 19 and Hwy 1) with lst Sqdn, 9th cax and 2/20 _
Arty (Aerial Rooket) providing column gover, _ ;

(2) 25 Jan 66o 1/7 Cav moved by convoy to assembly area George
and commenced decepilon opsrations attaoking to PZ TANGO encountering mode
erate resistance. 2/7 Cav moved by air (USAF C-123) from An Khe to Bong
Son .and ccoupied pogitions to ascure the airfield ares for 34 Bde CP and
Div Forward CP that olosed in the afterrnoon of 25 Jan, During the 2/7 Cav
- move one C«12% crashed shortly after take off from An Khe with all 42 troops !
from 2/7 Cav plus four USAF crew members on boexd killed in the orash. lst '
Sqdn, 9th Cav conducted deception operations in the Suoi Ca Valley to inoludaf.
landing and ground raeconnaissance by infantry elementae

(3) 26 Jan 66, 1/7 Cav intensified ite deception operatlons
sweeping to the north to-objective GOLF and ECHO meeting sporadio reaistanoe.
2/7 Cav alr assaulted from Bong Son to 0b3 DOG encounterlng light enemy
reslatanceo

‘ (4) 27 Jen 66. 1/7 Cav in the final deception phase air
assaulted to the Suoi Dinh Binh Valley and conducted search and destroy
operations to the north to the Song Lal Giang River meeting light- enemy |
resistance. 2/7 Cav continued clearing Obj DOG and the 3d Bde Forward CP
displaoced to Obj DOG. ;

” ,_,,.,,-..mu\""‘" . RO

"(5)“'Ihéloﬁdféi2§;ﬁ6iﬂdes the regulta ofloperations-for ?HASENI;

Pl
B

-. \i .
. b. PHASE II - 28 Jan-3 Feb 66 (Operation MASHER)., This vas the |»
major phase as directed by Field Foroe Vietnam. It included the security j
of Hwy 1 by the 22d ARVN Division, security of Hwy 19 by the Capital RCK
Division, and seaxrch and destroy operations by the ARVN Airborne Brigade |
on D-Day (28 Jan) in conjunction with the lst Air Cavalry Division. The L
Airborne Brigede was to attack in zone east of Hwy 1, Division operations I
- into the heavily populated and productlve coastal plain were initiated by .| ¥
‘the 3d Brigede and let Sqdn, 9th Cavs” The 2d Brigade snd two added infantry i i
battalions moved into the erea 2-3 Feb and the Division Main CF was estab- Lo
lisched at Bong Son 3 Feb. The objective of these attacks was to locate f “\
and deatroy VC/NVA units; erhance the security of GVN installations in Bong - \
Son, and to lay the ground work for restoration of GVN control of the popu=- \
lation and resources of the rich coastal plein area, During this phase, ‘ . .
Division units inflicted known losses of 300 on the Tth and 200 on the

9th Bn Quyet Tam Regt. Both enemy battalions were rendered ineffective J
with survivors aplit into zmall groups. OConcurrent with tactical operations l
Co A, 8th Engr Fn construsted a C-123 airstrip at Obj DOG, This airstrip

(Hwy 1) was dierupted. The 1lst Cavelry Division plan was based on using ; /
infentry to secure positions STEEL and BRAS3 for artillery and then search I
and deatroy within artillery support range. Actiona during thls phase are ‘ s
shown on Overley 12. r

)

(1) 28 Jan 66. 2/7 Cav air assanlted into LZ 3 and LZ 4. o
L2 3, on the sastern end of p031tion ‘STEEL wes secured without enemy contact. \

The landing at 12 4 was mot by heavy small arms fire and morter fire. Three
CH.47's were hit by fire enroute with the artillery to STEEL, One hour
_after the initial lift-off, four CH-47's weres down from enemy fire and twelve
UB-1D's had been hit by fire. This period of operations was characteriged

by extremaly bad weather requiring low level flight. The decision was made

to abandon the idea of seouring STEEL and orient on the enemy. Another com-
pany of the 2/7 Cav was maneuvered north towards LZ 4 to assiat but beoame
heavily engaged with the enemy. Elements of thﬂ 1/7 Cav. vere ardered into

1% | | c ' i
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PATA to seoure a (H-47 which had been shot down end ocontained a 105'hovitﬁer.

+li¢ company enoountered moderate enenmy resistance and utilized the howitzer
in a direot fire role to rapel the enemy. By 1500 hours, 28 airoraft had
boen hit by fire, An aettempt was mede to insert another company of the 2/7
Cav into LZ 4 since the initial group was atill engaged south of the LZ in
their original location. The affort wesn't suocessfuly three ships being

hit on the first 1ift with two orewmen being wounded, Contaot .in the LZ

at the end of the day wns s+i11 heavy, with the enemy looated in well dug-in
pofitionso , ' o

| (2) 29 Jan 66, BEarly on the moraing of 29 Jan, the two come
penlea of the 2/7 Cav linked up in L2 4, tut were still under intense enemy
fire. The 2/12 air assaulted mouth of LZ 4 to maneuver north and flenk -
the enemy, 1/7 Cqv elements secured ROMEQ north of L% 4. TAC Air worked
over LZ 4 with napalm to azsigh the 2/7 Cav, getting many secondary explosions
in the trenches. Enemy disposition included well fortified positions, deep
trenches, and extensive tunneling, 2/12 Cav maneuvered towards L2 4 to
relieve the enemy pressure, and elements of the 1/7 Cav north of L2 4 set

‘ upgblooking positions facing south to engege the fleeing enemy.

i (3) 30 Jan 66, LZ 4 was still under heavy fire early on
30, Jan. Resistance decreasod et dawn end extonsive clearing operations
began by 2/7 Cav while 2/12 Cav began moving slowly north out of the LZ
area, The 1/12 Cav was moved from Phu Cat to pen DOG and eir asssulted
into L& MIKE and LZ TOM, Ilements of 1/5 Cav were sent from the Division.
base area to Fhu Ozt to replaoe the 1/12, The 2/7 Cav confined . their
search end destroy wmissicas io Lé 4 aros. A detailed scoount of small
unit.ground action at LZ 4 is attached at Inclosure 3,

I ~ (4) On 31 Jan 66, 1/7 Cav. became heavily engeged in the
vioinity LZ ROMEQ by the enemy sttompting to escape the ares. 2/12 Cay
moved north end 1inked up with the 1/7 Cave All elements of 1/12 Cav
consolidated in vicinity of L% TCM and sterted sweeping south toward ROMEO,
2/12 Cav moved north and encountered moderate to heavy resistance as did
1/12.Cav moving south,, ‘

[ (5) On 1 Fab 66, 1/7 Cav started gweeping west towsrd psn
QUEBEC, 2/12 Cav continued mweeping north and linked up with the 3rd APC
Cimpany of the ARVN Division. 1/12 Cav established & blocking position at
BS 865134 and 2/12 Cav turned west driving into the 1/12 blocking position.

: 147 Cav returned to vieinity LZ 4 while elements of the 2/7 Cav were seouring
t

e artillery at L% MIKE and position DOG, Sporadic enemy resistance was
eqcountered during the day. <

(6) On 2 Peb 65, 2/12 Cuv clements encountered moderate
resistance receiving mortar and reocilless rifle fire early in the morning.
1/5 Cav arrived at position DOG from Division base, A B.52 strike southeast
oﬁ position STEEL was exploited by elements of 1/9 Cav., 2/12 Cov air
agaaulted to L% SUE without having enemy oonteot, and continued to sweep
south., 1/7 Cav made o gweep to the West closing into position STEEL with
1ight enemy contact.

| (1) On 3 Fey 66, 1/9 Cav made extensive reconnaissance of

-aﬁééhéf 3;52 atriks arsa south, of position BRASS with negative enemy Con=-

tact. 2/12 Cqv continuod south into An Do Valley, 2/% Cav arrived et
position DOG from Division base area and air assulted tc Position GOLD
with negative enemy oontact. The 2d Brigade CP arrived at Bong Son while

the 2/7 Cav returned to Position DOG.

14
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i
. ~"(8) Inclosure 1 includes the resultas of operaticms for PHASE Il. j

——

0. DPHASE III 4 - 10 Fob 66, (Operation WIITE WING), FPHASE III
wvas designated Operation WHITE WING to denote the escalstion from one MN\\“W
~ /origade to a divisional operation employing two brigades and six battalions
/ of infantry. The conocept enviasioned air asssulis by bettalions from hoth
/ brigades from the Nui Da Den Mountains into the An Leo Valley, a reported
! VYC stronghold, under enemy domination for over a year., The brigades were
to establish blooking positions east of the valley on the dominant terrain,
assault three battalions west of the valley, and then atteck East into and |
through the valley, The attack‘hould then move South to oclesr the valley,
with the brigedes providing security for and assisting in the evacuation , 3
of refugees., The attack wes ooordinated with the III Marine Amphibious | / ok

Force in the north who established dblocking positiona to prevent the enemy . )
. Division) established & blocking position at the scuthemend of the valley,ﬁjﬁ !/
‘\\\ to blook that emcaps route {Overlay 2} Marine and ARVN actions were oco= 7}\

 from esosping, (See Overlay 3). Similarly, the 2d Bn, 40th Regt (224 ARVN

-ordinated with the attacking elements of the lst Cavalry Division. Rsadjuat-ﬂf

“ment of Marine and ARVN boundsries was aocomplished several times in this .7 |
phase to fit the tactical situation, Actions during this phase are.shown ﬁ /
on ngrlay 13°.M,A,uw..w :‘“m.mwww.J“iwnmﬂﬂﬂ%ﬂ%ﬂmwwwuH“mwmmmwwwwww* : 1

(1) The period 4 - 6 Feb was typified by extensive saturation |
patrolling in the vieinity of battalion position areas to enhance local j
seourity but negligible enemy contact was reported. The planned lift off e
to the valley was delayed bacause the mountain area where the troops were
was completely oovered by low clouds. - ' '

_ (2) 7 Peb saw the air assault of three bettalions into LZ's _
west of the vallay. The 1/5 Cgv air assaulted from BHASS to COPPER, the .
2/5 from GOLD to COPPER, end the 2/7 Cav from DOG to ROOX, The battalions

_moved generally east into the initial objectives overlooking the valley.
Tittle enemy resistance was enoountered. Ope battalion moved onto the
high ground east of the northern area of the valley establishing blooking
positions and preparing to exploit or assist units in the valley area.

(3) During the period 8 ~ 10 Fgb, divisional unita ocleared the
"An Lao Valley of V€. The brigade on the north encountered sporadic resistange
and slow progress through densely populated areas. The brigade on the south
. moved South down both sides of the valley by oombined air and ground moves
by companies end platoons with light enemy oontact, securing intermediate
objectives and on 10 Fgb gecured their final objectives, (18 and 19).

(4) During the Operation WIITE WING Phase, 10 infantry -
battelion moves and 12 artillery battalion moves were completed. Addie !
tionally as an indication of the lst Cavalry Division's oapability, 3,491
refugees were evaocuated from the An Lao Valley bemgg}icoptar.

. (5)_ A summary of operations”data for PHASE III‘is“inoluﬁed
in Inolosure 2, - ‘ "

o d. PHASE IV 11 - 28 Fgb 66 (Operation WHITE WING/EAGLE'S CLAW).
#"The EAGLE'S CLAW Phase of operations was based on intelligence reports of
7/ large enemy forces loocated in the Kim Song Valley in the southern poxrtion
'f of the Division area of operations. The 3d Brigade was to air aasgult with
[ . three battalions to establish company size ambush sites astride probable ‘
\ enemy escape routes in the valley fingers. The ambush foroes oarried supplies ;
for 48 hours and moved overland from landing gzones into the embush sites. . )
\\Sﬁf\ffmainder of the force (approximately 1/3) would air assault into the

—— ' o ' : : _ - - o ,_w;—ﬂm""”M"m
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" center of the valley, (position BIRD ~ Overlay 14A) and act as the "beater”
foroce, attacking out of the valley forcing the onemy towards the ambush S
sites, The 2d Brigade would ooncentrateMts efforts in completing search .

and destroy operations in the An Lao Valley and the coastal plain area \
working generally from North to South and prepare to be committed in the - \
Kim Song Valley gn order. 24 Brigade operations 10 = 15 Feb prior to entry \
in the Xim Song Valley is illustrated on Overlay 14. Operations by all .
three brigades during WHITL WikG/EAGLES CLAW is depicted on Overlays 14A /

i md 14-B. ‘ ] . ,."'/

T (1) The plan-become actuality on 11 and 12 Feb, 'Two companies
from each of two battalions air assaulted into landing wones and moved
immediately into amiush sites. The remaining companies, plus another bat-
talion air assaulted into position BIHD, encountering only light resistance.
These forves, aoting as "beaters", began attacking out from BIRD in the
sector forecing the enemy down the'valleys. These forces coordinated their
attack and saturated the zone as they pushed from BIRD.

(2) On 13 Feb, the ambush sites became company patrol bases
and extensive patrolling in sector located two large weapon caches and
contact with an enemy platoon. On 14 Feb contact was made with an estima-
ted compeny, and there was & noticeable rise in small unit contaot through=
out the seotor. These widely dispersed ground operations continued through’,
the 15th and were.acoented by incressed heliborne assanlts of platoon and
" compeny size. ' B

( On 16 Feb the 2d Brigade conducted air assaults into
COIL (1/5 Cav) and RECOIL (2/5 Cav) during the morning and established
blocking positions. The 2/12 Cav initially was retained at PONY as a
reaction force and to proteot the brigade forward base and artillery at
PONY, No enemy resistance was engountered vicinity COIL and RECOIL
although two dead VC and some abandoned 8lmm morter ammunition were found,
During the afternoon of 16 Feb the 2/5 Cav tightened their sing of blocking
positions by establishing C 2/5 at MIKE as well as establishing units vice
inity LZ's JOHN and JIM, One company 2/12 at PONY was dispatched with an
engineer demolition squad *o destroy a cave large enought to hold twe VC
companies. The lst Brigade essumed responsibility from the 3d Bde at 1500
hours for operations in thi southern end of the Kim Song Valley and the
3d Bde returned to An khe and essumed Division Base and TAOR misgions on
this date. n 17 Feb 1/5 Cav began ground attacks West toward MIKE and
RECOIL, 2/5 Cav attacked to seizo LZ PEYE within the RECOIL area with Co B
and at 0915 hours made contact with a VO oompany with heavy weapons and a
large number of eutomatic weapons, Co A and C 2/5 Cav moved Southwest
from MIKE to assist Co B 2/5 and Co B 2/12 was atteched to 2/5 Cav., Co B
2/12 conducted an air assamlt to vieinity BR 755744 (southwest of PETE) &
and immediately came under fire, Artillery and TAC Air were used to provide
close support for 2/5 Cav units and by 1800 hours the enemy broke contact.
The results of this 2/5 Cav action was 127 VC KIA (BC), 100 VC KIA (est)
" plus the capture or destruction of 3 x 8lma mortsrs, 4 . 5lmm RR, 1 x 75mm
RR, 75 . 8lmm mortar rounds and 10 x 57mm RBR rounds. Based on the number
of heavy weapons, volume of sutomitic weapons fire, and extent of communi-

and destroyed a weapons vattalion,

oations and defensive positions it was concluded that the 2/5 Cav had attacked

(4) On 18 Feb the lst Brigade continued sweep and patrol actions

with 1/8 Cav in the high ground north of BIRD and 2/5 Cav in the area southeas

of BIRD, Single and mlti-compeny sesrch and destroy operations, with blocking

positions along likely avenues of esoape, continued in the upper reaches of
. the Kim Song Valleys The 2d Brigade continued to encounter heavy enemy

contact vicinity BR 779758 and this area, because of the disposition and !
elaborateness of enemy defensive positions, becsme known as the "IRCN TRl
“ANGLE", Artillery end TAC air strikes; in the objective area, supported
the attack by friendly forces but the enemy defenses were not penet;atad.

f—
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Company sized blocking positions were established gast of MIKE and on the
south (BLOCK #2) by 2/5 Cav to interdict the suapsoted exfiltration of
the enemy from the "IRCN TRIANGLE" area. 1/9 Cav soreened the Division
arez of operations to the east and west, .

(5) On 19 Tg¢b, the 2d Brigade continued to sttack the "IRCN
TRIANGLE" against determined enemy resistance. Patrol and ambush operstions
from the blocking: positions were intensified to contain the enemy force
ingide the "TRIANGLE" by 1/5 Cqv, 2/5 Cav, and 2/12 Cav (=). The 1st
Brigade (1/8 and 2/8 Cav) continued search and destroy operstions north
and southeast of BIRD and 1/9 Cqv soreened the Division sren of operations.

(6) On 20 Feb, 1/5 Cav oconducted ground and heliborne assaults

with the enemy resisting from well fortified positicns in the "IRCN TRIANGLE"
From enemy radio transmission interoepted and the volume and caliber of

fire received, it was estimated that a Rpgimental Hgq was encircled in that
area., IEnoirclement of the RECOIL area in depth continued as elements of
2/12 Cqv air assenlted into Obj SAM (southweast of RECOIL) and Obj 22 (weat
of REQOIL)., Ferce fighting ensued vicinity Obj 22, between A 2/12 Cav

and an estimated enemy company, with the .enemy unit suffering heavy oasuale
ties. 1/8 Cav and 2/8 Cav continued sweeping the upper reaches of the Kim
Song Valley with numerous olashes with small enemy groups reported.

(7) On 21 Fob, friendly forces withdrew from the vicinity of

!

‘the "IRON TRIANGLE" to allow a B~52 and CS strike on that area at 1600 houra,

Withdrawal was completed under cover of artillery fires and TAC Air strikes.

. Then, after the B-52 and B8 strike, friendly forces were alrlifted back to
1%'s vioinity the "IRON TRIANGIE" with 1/9 Oav reaching the emstern edge.
of the "IRON TRIANGLE" and 2/9 Cav blocking at PETE., 2/12 Cav (~) had
remained in blocking positions vioinity LZ SAM'with A and C Companies at
LZ JGHN and Obj 22, - o : o

© (8) On 22 Feb, 1/5 Cav swept through the "IRON TRIANGLE'"
areas 2/5 Cav ewept southwest from PETE and joined 2/12 Cav (=) at SAM, .
4, C, and Reoon of 2/12 continued local patrols vieinity Obj 22, At 221300,
2/12 Cav was extracted by CH-47 from Obj 22 and LZ SAM and closed PONY at
221446, 2/5 Cnv was airlifted from LZ SAM to DUCK and 1/5 Cav was aire
lifted from the "IRON TRIANGLE" area to PONY, closing at 221600, The
NTRON TRIANGLE" engagement is summarized as followss Ag 0940 hours 17 Feb,
elements of the Division initiated action egainst a well fortified enemy
force estimated to be a V¢ Bn reinforced with a heavy weapons company and
possibly a Regimental CP vioinity BR 779958. OSubsequent attacks during
the next four days resulted in heevy fighting as the enemy continued a
stubborn defense of the area. Divigion Arty fired a total of 491 misaion
from conventional tube arty, 10 ARA miesions, and 4% TOTS on the objeotive
area from 17 - 21 Feb 663 39 TAC Air sorties were put into the target area.
Friendly wite conducted a total of 21 air movements into and around and
out of the objeotive area, and conducted a total of 335 ground attacks with
units rarging from platoon to oompany size. Friendly casualtles were 23
KIA and 106 WIA and enemy loases were 313 KIA (BC), 398 KIA (Est), 4 WIA,
508 WIA (Est), A B~52 strike and a S mission on the objective area at
211600 zzsulted in oceasation of the enemy's defense of the area. Tyoops
exploiting the B-52 astrike encountered very light resistance; asome bodies,
weapons and individual equipment items were found among the fortified
positions,  The following enemy equipment was oaptured by friendly forces
during the engagements . _ ‘ .

T= SKA Bussian Carbines
6 = Chiocom AK's

17
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|5 « TS M-l Carbines

5 - U8 ml_',Rifles _ B : o |

. 3 ~ 8lum Mortars o -, I ‘. wosn f
.1 = 82mm Mortar

1 - 40mm Rocket Launoher
5 = 5Tmm ‘Raooilless Rifles

'j-BAE'a V --.ht'ﬂl‘;. i !

.1 - 9mn Pistol | o l g

. (9) On 23 Feb, 1/8 C,v oontinued merial and ground search b
and destroy operations north of BIRD, 1/12 Cav conduoted offensive opera . A
tions in thé high ground and along trails in the Noi Go Chai hill mass ‘

. southeast of PONY and engaged an estimated VC ocompsny vioinity BR 859805,
1/5 Cav, 2/5 Cav, and 2/12 Cav conducted local search and destroy operations
vioinity PONY and DUCK, S '

| - (10) On 24 Fab, 2/8 Cav air assaulted into the Noi Go Chai
.-hill mass to reinforce 1/12 Cav. . The two Bns them conducted search and |
destroy operations sweeping the hill mawm area, Inemy oontact was light . .
and the enemy appesred to be moving in amall groups to the NW and attempting
to avoid engagement with friendly forcee. ' l

o (11) on 25 Feb, 2/8 Cav occupied blocking positions in the
Noi Go Chai hill mass. 1/8 Cav air assaulted into the Niu Hon Giang hill
. mass (BR 8177) and attacked in the southwest portion of the velleys 1/12 L
. "Cov was extrected from the Noi Co Chai area, 1/5 Cav and 2/5 Cav air
. assaulted into Suoi Ca Da Valley (BR 8387) and the Nui Dau Truong high

ground (BR 8484) south of the valley. Enemy contact remained lighte = |,

Several crew-sorved and individual weapons (75mm RR, 7.62ms LMG, Rifles 1
. and SMG) were captured, L L ‘ :

(12) On 26 Feb, the 1lst and 2d Bdes, with 4 Bns, searohed -
the Suoi Ca Da Valley and experienced sporadio contact with small groups |
of VC, '1/5 Cav returned to the "IRON TRIANGLE" (BR 7775) to demolish
fortifications and destroy any enemy forces in that vioinity. 1/9 Cev
established ambush sites in the valley vicinity BR 900800. Indications ‘
that enemy morale was low resulted in inoreased Pgy War efforts with emphasis

on loudspesker broadeasts by enemy leaders who had surrendered. = ,

(13) On 27 Fob, the lst and 2d Bdes with 1/8 Cav, 2/8 Cav,
and 2/%5 Cav extended their ssarch of the Suoi Ca Da Valley and adjoining i
high ground. 1/5 Cav established blooking positions in’ the high ground
northeast and east of FUNY. Extensive search operations caused further
fregmentation of enemy forces into amall groups, thereby reducing his ef=

" fectivenesse ' ' o

- 18
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|
(14) . n 28 Feb, units conducted local patrolling and security |
missionse. 1st Bde and 1/12 Uar returned to An Khe leaving the 2d Bde (5 ;
Bns) in the operstiunal aves plenring to execute search and destroy operas
tions in the N Chop Chei hill maus southeast of Bong Son,

_ - (15) FPHASE 'IV results through 28 Feb 66 are ocontained in
Inolosure 1. ' e, o o a

0, PHASE V, 1 » 6 Mar 66 (Cperation WHITE WING/BLACK HORSE), \
it v ‘ |
.~ (1) The Division order to the 2d Brigade for BLACK HORSE had

ag its objeotives the location snd destrv.otion of enemy forces and base
installations suspected of being hidden in the rugged N Chop Chai/Hon Cao .
higl mass (Overlay 15)c The 6th Bn, Quyet Thang Regiment waa suspected of
being in the area on the basis of prisoner interrogations plus information
from the local population. Persistent reports over a long period had apecu~
lated that the arsa contained lerge supply caches, : s

(2) The Division concept of operations was based on a thorough f
ground gearch of the area dus to the hesvy vegetation and deep ravines |
throughout the aree plus support from the 224 ARVN Division to seal off

the area, Arrangements wers made for the 22d ARVN Divigion to ocoupy blook- :
ing positions along tho Song Lal Gieng River and Hwy 1, to smoreen the sea |
approach with the 224 Division Junk Fleet, and to sweep the low ground along
the southern edge of the hill mass in conjunction with Division airmobile
operetions. _ . o ' _ . i

- {3) 24 Brigade airmobiie'operationa wore characterized by = |
the use of marginal LZ's inoluding holsas blown in the forests by Air Force
‘bomba. . Bntry by rappelling from UH~1D's and by CH-47 trooper ladders waa

used to good advantage shrouguout this phase.

(4) 1 Maroi. The 24 Bde initiated opsrations with three bate
talions. 2/5 Cav conducted an air assault from DUCK to 0B at 0843 hours
and conducted subsequent ground search activities without enemy contact. !
1/8 Cav moved by air and ground into Obj 100 without contact - oommencing F
at 0847 hours. 2/8 Cav air assaulted into LZ JOHN at 0910 hours engaging
and killing 2 VG, ' The ARVN 3/3 APC Troop aweep t¢ a blocking position south
of LZ JOHN (refer to Overlay 15) produced the best results of the day as
oontaot was made with about 150 VC, After the 3/5 APC Troop engegement was _
completed the 2/8 Cav moved into BULLS EYE in preparation for subsequent ]
operations, The APC Troop reported 50 VC KIA (BC), 30 VCC from this encoun- j
ter. The 1/5 Cav remained at DUCK as Brigade reserve and 2/12 Cay continued |
to seoure Brigade and Division installations at TWO BITS, B

- - (5) 2 Maroch. 1/5 Cav air ssseulted into HAMMER at 0745 hours
without contast. 2/5 Cav conduoted extenaive patrolling vioinity BOB re-
gulting in 2 VC KIA and 35 VCS, 2/8 Cav conducted thres oompany size pa=
trols in the BULLS EYE ares encountering one enemy squad with 3 VC KIA (BG)
and 2 WIA (E3T), 1/8 Cav at Obj 100 was probed by 30 = 40 VC twice during
the night of 2 = 3 March resulting in 7 VC KIA (BO), o

(6) 3 Maroh, 1/6 Cav conducted en air assault from Obj 100
to STUD at 0910 hours with minor oontact, 2/8 Cav continued sweeps around

BULLS EYE looating one hmt nsed to menufaoture booby traps and having one
VC surrender, Other units continued operations with only minor ocontacts.
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(1) 4 Maveh. 2/12 Cav departed foxr An Khe by CVe2 and was |
replaced at TWO BITS by 2/5 Cav, 1/5 Cav continued operations vicinity
HAMMER and in sweeps along the Song Lai Giang River picked up 42 V05, 1/8
Cav oonducted search operations weat of STUD without contaot.. 2/8 Cav . §
oonducted en air assault into FAT at 0745 with no contact. _ |

(8) 5 March, The Diviaion CP, 1/5 Cav and 2/5 Cav deployed
fron Bong Son by OV-2 =nd 2/2 Cav was returnad by CH-47's. 1/8 Cev moved
to TWO BITS to provide security pendlng return of this battalion to An Ehe
on 6 March.

|
‘ ' (9) Al*hough BLACK HORSE did not achieve the deaired oontant

with major enemy forces the information concerning VO activities in the area
will assist future operationa. It is felt that any major forces in the area:
moved out, probably to the South, about 27 Fob 66, There was no evidence
that this aree iz used by regular VC units on s recurring basis not is there
eny evidenoce of extensive svpply caches, Howsver a loocal VC guerilla
organization exists in most vi;lagea and the area is uped as a rest ares
and to support transient units. lHesults of FPhase V operations are summarized
in Inclosure 1. . P |

90 Results. Inoloaura 1 summerizes the fbllowing 0parations data -
for Operation MASHER/WAITE WING 25 Jau - 6 Mar 663 _ , IR

a8, Enemy lossos of peraonnel and equipment by phase and totals ; ‘
as & result of Division oparationl plus Div151on casualtiea for the same ;
period. ﬁ“'r

: be Total enemy losses inflicted by lot C&valry Division, ABVN 1
(224 Division = ARVEF Airborne Brigade), end ROK Diviaion in execution of - '
missions outlined in FFCRCEV OPORD MASHER. _ {

c. lot Cavalry Division = Army Aviation Performence Data. ' i
de 1lst Cavalry Division Artillery Performence Data. !

10, Administrative matters. During Operation MASHER/WHITE WING logis= |
tical elements were faced with supplying two brigades conducting sustained |
operations as well as the Division base, This support was olosely coordim- )
nated by repreaentatzvea of this Dlvision and Qui Nhon Support Ares (QNSA). |

as DBasio logistical planning for Operation M&SHER/HHITE WING was
based on maintenance of Route 1 as an "open road" by ARVN end RCK.forces.
The outstanding menner in which this was eccomplished has aliweady been dew~ ;
goribed esrlier in this report. Another provision was the planned co-looatioﬁ
of QNSA forward eupply poinis with Division Suppoxt Command FSE's at Fhu.
Cat. (24 Jan - 18 ¥sh) end at Bong Son (19 Feb ~ 6. Mar)., This system re=. |
sulted in outstanding coordination and liaison. OStockages were built-and ;
depleted according to the tactical situationa, Througheput of supplies -
direct from Qui Fhon to tactioal units was greatly facilitated bv this co=

looation.

bo The Combined Treffic Control Centexr established by FFORCEV . ‘
to control and schedule convoys on Route l was very effective and should
be continued in future’ operations. :

Co Thia Diviuion construoted an airstrlp aultable for €-123 upe

in Avea DOG (BS 880004) a8 a baok up in the event Route 1 wes interdioted. -
It was unnecessary tc use this fleld for resupply but it was used during
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the withdrawal of the ARV Alrborne Brigade and will support BVNAF armed
forces stationed in the coastal plain area as part of the pacification
effort, Division engincer troops constructed a second airstrip at BER 680535
(vioinity P Cat) oapable of accepting C-130 traffio to support future }
0perations in NE Binh Dinh Province. ‘ |

‘ do During the operations le.rp;e qua.ntities of Class IIT4 were
consumed, The hulk of Clasa IIIA was delivered by the lst Log Command
-elements directly to the operations area, Fuel bags (500 gellon) were
received in sufficient quentities to. sustain operations, A gignificant
quantity of replacement fuel dispensing pumps, both 50 40 GFM and 100
.GPM were received durmg the periodo .

. Qe La.rge tonnages of Clasa V were delivered directly from Qui
Nhon ‘to the operations area in Bong Son. Although pyrotechnics and 1llume
ination rounds continue to be in nationsl short supply this has net effected
the combat ¢apability of the Division. Double and. triple ASR were authorized'
during the period as dictated by the oom'ba't‘. ‘sltuation, :

£fo Supply gupport for the Divis:.on in the MASHER/WHITE WING- operam
tion in Bong Son srea included the followingt

CISS I (A)9 Tone (B) 41 Tona (c) 35,755 Oases = |

| _;dnags‘xxz HOGAS 103,100 Gal |
Dissel - 27,100 Gal - O

AVGAS - 60,450 Gal

~ JP4 - 1,283,195 Gal |

Clasa v 3,813 Tons ;
' {
For the first t:.me fresh vegetables were procured fo:c troops in the forward
arelo

ge HModical evacuation .Erom the operational aroas to the supporting %
medical companies was performed by back~hanl on non-medical helicopters
and organic medical helicopiers assigned to the 15th lMedical Battalion. )
Casuslties were aplit between Qui MNhon, Nha Trang, and the 24 Surgicsl
Hospital (Mobile Army) at An Khe, BEvacuation of the Division medical
companies was socomplished primarily by 498 Medicol Company (Air Ambulance) |
helicopters with assistence from 17th Aviation Company CV.2's in’'some ine '
gtances, The Medical Pod (CH-54) was employed in the operational area by (
the 15th Medicel Battalion during this campaign. :

he Relieble communications were maintained batween the Division

base at An Kho and the Main CP at Bong Son to include secure teletypewriter
cireuits, During Operation MASHER/WIITE WING teletype circuite from Division
Forward CP to brigade CP's were established over the VHY radio relay system.
Circuits were oparsted with on-line security equipment.. The system enhanced
communication security as well as providing a printed copy of numerous operas
tional messages passed batwaen Divieion and Brigade Tactiocal Operations
Cantera.

Speoia.l Equipment a.nd. ’I'aohniques»

" &s A significant "ﬁ.rst" wes achieved during Opera.t:v.on MASHER/
WHITE WING by airmobile displacement and positioning of the 155mm Howitzer )
(towed) under comba.t conditions. Four gun betteries of lat Ba, 30th Arty
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