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REPOKT (1 THL, R.ID ON 1ST US .IR CuV.ALRY DIVISION ‘-Lﬁjﬁé

BASE 10 i Kib O D0, NIGHT OF 19 FABRUARY 1966 M
’ ' Co f e d
I. DETERMINATION OF MIPSION: | 9"“

1. Purpose of the raid:
 This raid wo.s intended

- Te counter the "Dry Scascon® plun of the americans and to
push the political struggle movemrnt o stop further.

To destroy one bor dlanent of the cneny, and on Imortant

part of the US facilities and wogsons, as well as to erosbe trouble in
the rear ese arca nf tho enceuyw,

~ To inercase the oombat oxperdence of exlre and to raise
tho combat tactics and technigue’ of the unit to a hirker lerrcc.

2. Corpab, t"g,tlcsu8f“

Sceretly used assoult fodce and cohined fire phuer o raid

‘n ¥he oasc.

Acquirement: Dusure the suceess in the first batile,

3. abbacking forces:

The attacking forces congisted 03 the following:

|

407th Battalion minus one eomnans

One &2mm Mortar Tlatoon with four {2m morbtars

-~ One company of ;rov1nco Local unit

¥ilitia, Guerrills and concentrated units of arcas 11 ond &

hie ?remarationsr

11 preparatiens’ 'had Lecn mode within the nerloc'wrom 20 Deceuber
d965 to 10 February 1966 therefore oa the nipht of 19 Fehruery 1966
f#he avtecling forces were reeds Lo corry out the ordcr from the higher
headquarters. :

5. Tavorpeble . conditions s, diffioulbies (in gone ral)

2. TFavorable condibions:
The entire unit-fron caire to soldiers- weos iighly exeited

oy the dotermination to destrow tlic .mericans in vengeance for the
peonle in the North and the 3Soutl. who have been killed W+ them, Calre
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and seldiers sworec to overconc all »essible d_j,:fficyg_tf;ag cnd donger in
the fertheoming fight, R

4 high tradition of lLeroic strugsgle had eon croated due
te successive victories. over the US treons and nuppet Jrmy during the
nast fow yoars,

. Difficultiss: The wiit had recently meved to the now alace
with a variety of ebjoctives, so codre ond soldicrs were not familisr
as vet with the way ef preparin; Jor these onjectives, Iercover,
thor wore still unfamiliar wit: the rosds sud Lincs of communication
‘o this arca so their movement v.s very difficult,

ption of misgiong

6, Resolubions made wnon 4o, assu

' The Tarty Committec -7 the ~olitico~niliter- co ~rnders had
studicd tihe essigned mission s ahalyzed rnd evaluoted the cneny situatio:
and frilenls situation to find oub frctors that were fovorable: or
Cisadvrntescous to us 8o as %o decide Necess Yy Measui'es v overcomne
JREfievdties mnd achieve the ‘assigned nissions successfull-r,

e Eroparatlons for tho battlefield:
1+ Some clements were or-animed 4o prenare o bhe battlefield,

These clasents consisted of cofwe Tran bettelion level eslre down to

soldicrs {fire nower elemont [oombat support/ and asseult, Joree).

~ Three Terpain Zecouncissance elements, escl consist i
of 5 or 6 .ergons were ongenined y Lo survey and nenetiate into the
engm worrain from-3 differont Sireetions.,

~ Zlement #1: Surveyed r~nd penctrates inko The' enemy oo
.“:’:‘x:o:z‘._ tli.p mamvow whigh leg’s %o “le base, It nealls gtortling from
Da Tran- ;ﬁﬁlit@ 5ton9,-7 Hill, this clement oved north westvard: tow o

L} ~ - ~
the base rad further to Hon Con.

~ =lement #2: Movédl ‘along the ~iis of Aoal 12 south of Hon
vong airileld to penctrate into the parking esea and the Lospitel cree
of the UStroors in the nerthern portion of M0 mrrket /Cho Don/.

s _i:‘élcniunt‘-.fm Moved custword along the sxis of Road 7,
across Ba, river, into Tan: Tos aren, But.as it was difficult to cress Ba river
his- element hdd to seek the war to venetrate inte 04y Me airfield area
in An Fhe city. ' - SRIEE :

-

Roconnoitering the terrain abd s ~rénaring Jor the penetration
nacossitetos choosing definite objedtives: landing areh of ‘tile’’’
velicontors, ottlo 1pesitions, artillery;  Lrucks, inforaition conteér,
Division Headquarters, Brigade CP, and vital !Acéﬂ'ceﬁ‘ﬁfa.te&i'ai"c%as on
viiich e edn concentrate ous heavy Zirenoier ond’ which coinbe the wio op
torgot of .tteck for our fircpower /Jeouot surert/ elesent sn? ourp
assoulls force,  These preparation must be ready - within 2 months,

- sesult: :
'Ble:zzent 1, on ‘the whsley 1id its job well

=

+ Slewent 2, though being! dble to locste only o gne il
nunber of objeetives. o cut’ o

1 aamhaF e T e T




) ) +ulementgd eould neither lﬁd%ﬁgbthe objectives nor cross the river
(:; because the riVer was at high tide,"

b. Freparations by the attaciking forces, While preparing the
battlefield the unit can organize training for soldiers and cadre on
higher combat technique so Lhat they can meet the combdt requirements
in the forthcoming battle, 411 preparations, combat plans and combat
training must be based on and in accordance with the terrian features of
the enemy hase and ‘thé énemy defense system. ~ The unit must), in addition

*to training,:constantly encourage cadre and soldiers tc do their best
in the performiamce of theéir . combat missions, and ‘to clear their mind of
-such thoughts as fe.r of enemy artillery and aircraft, fear of being .

. defeated and fe:r of moving de¢p into the enemy landy Meanwhile all

(:3 material preparations must be made before the combat in order to chsure -
sucecss. s '
 C. Combat plan. - L
‘§ituation. | '

e Terraim features:

The US 1st Cawalry Division was based within An Khe Dis-
trict, in & large valley surrounded by high mountain and "o,ver‘ bases, which

/ were located from 3 to 15 kms away. There were also hills in or near this

area: Hin Cong NGi Dat, Hon' Nhon. In addition there were many small ‘
- hills’ ingide or in the surroundings of the base ares against which the
Ci\ enewy was building a brestwork system. On the whole, the area close
- to the eneny base was flat, thinly wooded. This base, therefore, was
closely concealed behind a hedge, In the dry season, the trees in
this area can be burnt to meke landing areas for helicopters,

~ On the east is Ba river which always flows very swiftly,
80 the attacking force from outside can hardly crogs it., . ;

= On the sauth is road 19 which runs through AanH@yciﬁj
and southern Hon Cong. ‘ : - o ;
_ . . S e
. On the whole, the terrain is favorable to the eneﬁg -
because the enemy oceupies all the surrounding hills to exténd®his
controliover the surcovnding areasy In addition, there are many open
+ fields which can be used ag iahding areas for helicopters that 1ift
enemy trocps to this base when reinforcements are called for to wtop .
our close quarters attacks, These {ields can be used ag landing areas
for enemy reconnais;afice pianes whose missions are to detect our
trovps and fix cur locations., '
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In such conditions we are-obliged to stop gur plans of close quarters
attack and cur movement during day time. We can only overcome these
difiiculties by moving our- troops at night and by secretly opening
underground ways to avoid the eyes of the epemy.,. ~ = . '

2, Fnemy situation:

dne r_defensive system: :The-enemv defense system is
~established &round the eneimy base ares with a circumfererice of
2Qhes, including within it such hills as Hon Céng, Mii D&% and .
Da Trang. This base is.protected_by‘]z layers of barbed wire of
all patterns and 211 types,. of Which %he barbed wire entanglements
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are mere humercids and tm.chlv wovcn.
Ihese berbed wire fencea meke : ttemwts inp-ssible o penatr:te into the

enemy base by crevping or cllmblng thr. uvgh the berbed wire. Between these
layers .f ®orbed wire fences ave muny fields of anti-personnel nines ete...

Hon Cdﬁg elone is protected by tws loyers of borbed wire ¢on-
centind ana sbrul -ht stone wollss Thers are no troils or roads leading
1nto thls cree and . each enbmy past in the srea nmst use 2 dgflnlte road,

South Hun Cung is loc‘tud on the axis of road 19 and is’ surs sunaed
by a system of strotegic Hamlets with & very strict cuntrol system which
gives no access to our troops fr.m ocutside. In the eastern ind siuthern
pmrt of an Khe city near road 19 are wekll secured systems of ‘strotesic
hamlets in whlch there ore none of .ur cxents operating,

' Inside the'epemy Base area:

Inside cluse to the barbed wire fences is o system of sandbay.ed
Rlsckhouses, ench protected by 4 or 6 enciy anu ail set from 4O tu 60,
meters amrt., In between these bluckh uges are comuab posmtlons, gach
gusrded by 2 or 3 enemy soldiers. . This system as o wh.le is a cuntinued

covert underground defense line. Behind thig Lihe wre houses mde by

corrugoted iron shests or tents. These Puses abe protected by breastwoiks
and sandbags and are percelled into meny c.opnrtments These houses | A
occupy mon seporcte sectiuns of the arems., They provide lodging for many
eneiy briszades. In the imner perimeter are the landing fields for heli-~
copters, Between various sections occupisd by the eneny troops are parking
fields for engmy trucks and armer end landing fields for helicopters.

At night, the whole base-arsa 1s. 1it by a powerful SYStbm of slec-
tric lights. There are Algo, patrol trucls equipped with strong
searchl¢ shts running their ruunds.‘ Besides, there are many fixed
searchllghts vdong the sumwounding barved wire, fences and on the hllls to
1i. ht aruaa B or 5 kms uway.

.
-

“_' In,uhls Lwae drea seachllghts arﬂ 1_re frnquantly used than {lares,
C—raldl Vletnomesm (1nclud1n puppet ledltrS And persurnel of the
puppet governmant) are not llOWbd tu avorogeh this base.

Enemy . Querrating procedures:

The enemy fire is woven into a thickly woven net of fire witi ol ‘
types of weapens ronging frow individuel weapors to 155mn Rik's, Day and
nizht the enemy uses its artillery to shell areas und roads suspected of
sur presence / VC/ on penetrction. dverydey they use 19¢mm and &fmm RR's
to shell craine the bease from the barbed wire Lunced Jutward to prevent cur
p0351ble close qu..rters attucks.

besides they stlll use helicopters to luft pl touns or Co-
penigs of US Speclal forces to blocking points (usually from 8 to 10kms. ¢
way) to checle the divectiun of vur ivwepent .r to search the hills o nd
aur foresbed areas arguny the case tor LI pes. of our activities, These
forces pften stcy wutside the'base frum 2 to 3 days awaiting o new iorce to
raplace them. Phbv unsed to 56% gk to the buse at nlght. .

pEREANES
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Cammemts
Enemv strong po:.nts‘ §

¢ r
R

- Adequate stength weapons and equlpment
- The enemy knew how to take advantage of the terraln and
landmarks to deploy bls troop&

Enemy wesk points:

- The enemy morale was shaken'by our sapper activities.
, = The enemy was overconfident in his weapons and the obstasles
(:j ] . around his ‘bivouac sites, As a. result, he showed several
d : vulnerabilities of which we could take adwantage-

; 'DunLng night time: Sentries were. posted at plllboxes and soldiers!
guarters, Patrol tours were made in the soldiers! rest and combat areas.
On"the top of Hon Gong, three searchlights were used to help the view
of the sentries posted in tlie s nldiers' quarters and cn the road.

Enemy force:

~ An entire dir cavelry division with 18,000 US soldicrs
 was stati-ned in the base. One Reglﬂnal Forces Company and
one Popular Forces Company were statisned in An Khé city,
=~ There were nearly 500 helicopters of various types, 150 heavy
( ™ guns (from 81mm to 155mm) and 1,600 vehicles of various +ypes
(1nc1uding armored personnel carrmers) ‘ .

btrongly and‘weakmy protected dlrectlons:

; G

“The enemy put emphasis on the protection of the wes&uanﬂ .
northwest sides of his locaticn. East and southeast, were Tis vulnerable
directions (from Ba River upwards):,

" Enemy reinforcements and supports in case of teing attacked:

~ The enemy often used artillery fire to support attacked unlts.
He shelled into our possible locations and movement routes. '

~ He used hellcop+ers to conduct fire to cut off our movement
routes and to intensively strafe areas, especlally high areas, where his
troops had beeh thproughly destroyed, N

~ He used.armored personnel‘carriers-to bldck outr movement routes.

People's situation: | ti‘ o ‘? : "..'ih - ]; 7.{;--

Generally speakn.r;g, in earl.; 1965 a,lmost all people, 1nclud1ng
MQntagnards, were, libcrate¢ pxcept those living near. An Kne city,

In August 1965, the above a1r cavalry dlvi31on occupied and
(fﬁ te?rorized thHis arca causing‘the people to move into our remote hase
— areas. The wicked RVN: authorlt:.es returned and cont*olled the people and
. oppressed the Revolutlon. o sy :
The people were anxious and confused. Théy could not g0 from
place to place because most of them were in illegal status, Famine
.appeared due to poor production outputs.

5
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- Based on the investigations ard preparations for enemy. and friendly
forces; to meet higher 'echelon's requirements;: and in atcordance with
the assessment of the enemy, the Party Conmittee and commander made the
following rés~lution: . e T : ‘ o

- Use a fortified assault unit to destroy Hon Céng high point (C3)

~ Use a fortified assault unit to make %eep thrusts into enemy areas
and helicopter landing sites around Tan Tao high point (C1)

~ Use a fortified assault unittto make a deep thrust into the southern
part of Hon Cdng (along Highway #19, Chd Ddn) in order to harass
and wear ‘down enemy forces {C3) . ’ R Cat

- A fortified assault unit will launch attack on Cay Me Airstrip
or An Khe city ten days after the D-day of the main unit. (C1)

—- Usé four 82mm mortars and four 60mm mortars and 350 mortar shells
(including 185-82mm shells and 170-60mm shells) to shell fiercely
into the helicopter landing site, housing areas and enemy brigade
headquarters. ‘ , T

~ The Province local company -and district concentrated troops will
block enemy withdrawal routes and provide security fqr-re@r.greas.

Main direction of ‘attacks: -

Céntral points_bf all signal‘énd liaison'actiVifies were located on
the top of Hon Cong and in the airstrip area to be attacked by the mortar
element, . However, the: top of ‘Hon Cong was the most important point.

- Hour of deployment: 2250 hours _ .

~ H = hours: Main H ~ hour: 2300 hours secondary H - hour (in case
of unexpected o¢currence):. 2330 hours. ‘ T
Latest H ~ hour.{free for-all elemshits to open fire and carry
out thelr missions no matter what happens): 0100 hours on
20 Feb 66, | ' S

Organization, equipment, and missicns of each element.:

Element #1: (Destroyed enemy troops stationed;on the top.of Hon;Cong.

ThiS mi.s Sion was assumed b:/ 03)

- This element consisted of 23 comrades divided into 5 cells
(includihg 2 reserve cell ‘armed with 2 B4O rocket launchers, 2 company
cadre, liaison cadre, medics), Missjpn of this element was to destroy -
enemy troops stationed on the top of HSh.CShg and tq hang a NFLSVN flag
there, During combat, the following slogans were used: "Be accurate,
be prompt, thoroughly destroy the enemy, quickly clear the battlefields,
immediately withdraw to maintein security". After the battle, a 3-man
cell, including a platoon.cadre, was legt behind so that this cell could
use explosive charges and subSmachine guns to intercept US reinforcements,
After this, it bivouacked on the top of 5ion Cong to control the battle-
fields and launch attacks on the enemy brigade headquarters area and

enemy troops assembling at the airstrip 4n the north of Tan Teo,

~ This element was armﬁd with sub-machine guns, AK assault rifles,

explosive charges and grenades., (The 3-man cell was armed with 2 sub-
maghine guns and one explosive charge).

" Elemert #2: (Consisting of 10 comrades, including 2 platoen leaders,

'béionging to C1).a

&




This element was divided inte 3 eells, armed with 9 AK, 1 BLO rocket
lavncher and j:rockepss,,Each-man;mmﬁ-ﬁnméd~with 5 o 7 hand grengdes

(500 grams each), grenades, .1 "fenee destruction tube" and 2 pair of scissors

to cut barbed wire. ,

Mission of this glefient. was to déstféﬁ'the‘eﬁgmy,aégembiy area,
attack the. enemy brigade[headquarters'anq  . : S
' Z?agé 6 of original text/ - o
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then attack the helicopter landing sidle located rnorth east of Tan Tdo;.
- Blement #3:- (EXeGuted deep thrust inteo vehicle parking.area,,store-

hoﬁgés and concentration of ‘personnel in ares south of Hon Cdng)..; C3 vwas

in charge of this mission, ' : - . : S

This element included 18 comrades reinfrorced with one 57mm RR and
12 shells. They were organized into 5 cells including one warning cell

Placed at- the flank. Two comrades wére given the mission of deceiving the
‘énemy in order to mislead his fire. Two C tadrg were in charge of. this °

mission, Equipment consistod of 1 BhOTRL,'AK.aSsaultﬁrifles and ‘grenades,

Their mission consisted of executing a deep thrust into the whicle
parking aréé;’storehéuses;and-enemy-concentratiqn point in.area south;
intercepting and attacking trucks passing by the airfield area, along
the portion of the road leading from Don Market to Hon Cong, then firing

_57mm ‘shells into the storehouse area, : «.¢ v | o

“:Blement #h:  (Launohed attatk deep anto Cay Me.airficld area and
An Kh&"-. -~ Tor a period of ‘10 subsequent days) C1 was given this mission.

This element consisted of 12 comrades including 2 c cadre, .They
were organized into 3 cells. Bquipment consisted of 1 B4O RL, AK assault
rifles and: grenades enough to launch two battles successively,

wTheir mission wasAtd study and prepare téiattaék objectivés around
An Khéj";- armed at Cay Me airfield, enemy artillery positions, depots
and the American concentration points. They had to launch one to two

‘battles, using one small element. Time prescribed was at the end of

February 1966, o

" Element #5: .(Attacked the horse~back /Ridge of carth/ west of Hon
Cong if the eremy concentrated here), -C3,including 12 comrades, was
assigned this mission, o :

. They were organized into 4. cells. Equipment consisted of 2 AR's,
submachine_guns, explosive charges and'grenades.z :

‘Mission: If the enemy occupies the ridge of earth west of Hon Cdng

. summit to block our advance to Hon Cong,.this element has to approach

the enemy, deploy secretly, and as soori as the element in Hon GShg opens
fire, immediately raid - the enemy position, destroy him in order to
protect element #4 withdrawing along the roadside.. If ' there is no
ereny, develop formation, deploy'forces,and provide security for
element#1 to withdraw safely, =~ ¢ o - S

Fire power /Combat suppon§7 element:

Eqﬁipmentz 4 60mm mortars + 170 shells
4 82mm mortars + 185 shells, total 355 shells
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.- C.4 Gombat subport was assigned the mission of: .

-+ ~Directing strong fire into: the helicoptdr dirfield area, the
brigade command post and its complekx;: assigning fbreest protect the
flank ‘of the battle grbund:iﬂﬂncrtheastl rea, ‘organizing medical

(:} evacuation after completion of the missiom, - - R A
~ Deploying one squad of C3 in the observation post area to attack
the landing force and provide security for the withdrawal of the main
(—> element attacking the main objective, .’ L SR

v

- Assigning 2 squadgof C1 to prpvide.security fbr the surgical
staﬁionuand"the withdrawal path at the rear. R

- Deployingkthéﬁprovinée local company in open fields to attack
landihg trowps; protect the rear and the withdrawal of the entire unit,

| The withdrawal would take place 3'days after:the battle was lsurched.
Coordination: -~ v out- S P

- Hon Cong element #1 and the fire péWhr;onmpat-§Pppot§7 element
were the main elements to launch the attack, -but Hon Cohg would' have

priority to open fire, '

SRR

- [Page 7 of original text/. © "
The ather elements shalld observe. the prescribed. time, mainbaiv . =
security, c¢nsure good preparation, lannch assault upon opening of fire,
develop combat, formation, acepmplish, the prescribed mission, clear up
thefha¢w;ofieldZand=withdrawiaccordiﬁg to the plan. . .. .

R

(H/ 0" After’using all the - . . ammunition issied, the fire power:
! element would withdrew, leaving behind one element to evacuate wounded., -

: Upon completion of mission, ldn CAng element #1. should leave behind.
; one cell (well concealed).to operate day and night, then withdraw. . The

element at the horsefback'[Eidge or eart§7 would withdraw é{tef“elgmeni #1..

and proteoct the rear of the formation,

-'“.L“:,,.Eg i
Assumptions:

During the movement- to contact we may rossibly encounter the. enemy. .
We should aveid him by &ll ways and means, In case we carnot avoid him, .
. only one or two comrades will open fire and stay close to the enemy while
(’\ the others elements continue to rroceed. -

B

B |

- In case the main elements (HSn,Céng_element-qnd fire power element)
encounter the enemy, they -ahould try to find concealment and wait until
he moves past, then continue to proceed toward the objective and launch
the attack on the 24 of*Bdfnight.A.Thisvstill‘enSureé'a.gqgiﬁée attack
although the other elements have opened fire-on the lst night.

" In case the Hon CoMg elelment ‘éncolngrs the enemy &t ‘the horse-back -«

and cannot advance. to‘the old road, two cells must be assigned and™

i resolutely move to ‘the ‘summit: of Hon COng to destroy the eremy in this -
place regardless of any difficulty,.

45 ’
| - . : :
|__« / N ' SRR 8




O

#02-1021-67

Implementation of the combat plans

ent to contact: Due to the broken terrain, the compartmented
Characteristics of the eneny positions, the combat ‘requirement and the
long distance between our elements and the objective, a Specific plan had
been made for organization o cdmbat, coordination, and settlement of
every situational condition, Efements which had to move Separately
thoroughly understood and scrumylously followed the plan,

~ Blement #3 was aplit froﬁ the formaﬂion 42 hours before the opening
of fire and did not have any megns to maintain liaison until the with-
drawal to the position_prescribgd for the entire unit,

-~ Element #4 was Split from the formation and could not maintain
liaison until four days prior tq the opening of fire,

- Element g
liaison until completion of missjon and withdrawal to prescirbed position
17 consecutive hours), .

:E1966, all elements sccured their conmbat

positions, destroyed the fence s e retly, - At 223'0"5611‘1"'8 Zghol.ild be 0230 hI‘_S_7
they developed their formation a@ﬁ ready to open fire upon orders,

Evolution of the battle: On’ 19 February 1966, at 1130 hours while

we were moving to contact the enemy, 1 € of Americans landed from helicopiers
at the rear of our-formation5 along the. rosdaides. : '

LPage 8 of sriginal text)

We aésigned one squad led by 1 @ commander to move back and stay elgse
to the enemy. The mission of this squad was to fing out if the enemy
searched, discovered or ambushed us and if the did, to stay close to
him, wait until fire was heard from the base sie/ to launch attack in

order to protect the route through which the unit would withdraw the next
morning, : - ,

.,

- HdnACShg element #1 approached Hon Cang'base, did not find the
enemy at the horse-back but discovered a'largg,road‘with traces of armored
trucks.going from area south of Tan Tao and 3ydi Dau,, They then assigned
one cell of element #5 to launch attack on the horse-tack, concentrated
explosive chargegand f fiwe DoWer in order to block the'dv&ntuality-of‘yhe‘enemy
coming from the main area to attack us when we opened fire to attack the
sunmit of Hén Céhg. This cell was also assigned the.missionfof-providingy

seoﬂrftf‘fdr.element #L to withdraw safely.,

Generally Speaking all elements followed the blan properiy throughout,
the movement to contact, '

At 2300 hours sharp, the Hon Cong element opened’firé, occupied - the
bridge head, seized the énemy machine gun and two minutes later destroyed
the entire enemy security guard element in the signal center aresg, then




:{strong reaction, 3 comrades were mlssing.

#oz;.‘igéirm.

“destroyed his radar, technical perSonnel and command post Tho.enemy

directed fire at usy killing 1 comrade and wounding 3 others, We then
onVBloped the flank, advanced, and 8. minutes later, occupied the entire
area; hoisted the L beration Army flag on the top of Hon Cohg then began

- te,control: the battle field,” We withdrew 30 minutes lator, leav1ng
o behind 1 cell to stay close to the area Nbrtn of Hon Gong.‘ : :

15 minutes after our seizure of Hon.Cong, the enemy reallzed that
they had lost this point,  They then used 90mm DKZ and fired from
the Tan Tao Center area. At the same time 2 HU.TA helicepters flew over.

- From Cgy Me airfield 3 more airplanes toock off. Strong fire (1nclud1ng
.mortars and machine guns):from the ares yes$ of Hon.Cong was‘directed édnto

the top of Hon Cong and the horse-back to intercept our withdrawal. We
dominated the situation for 30 minutes then w1thdrcw. Due Eontngwgnemyst

: sy
Fire, powers: Upon operiing of fire we directed strong and accurate
fire to. the . -gnemy position paraly51ng thoienomy'ontlvitles fh'“this area.
Columns. of fire were seen in the camp site and héli€opter patkihg area,
After 8 minutes of firing,' we withdrew safely, Fifteen minutes later
the enemy used 3 HU1A, 106mn mortays. towflre‘alcng our Wwithdrawal path
but it was to lnte.
o PERY IR LS L
. Element #2: Upon openlng of fire, element #2 launched attack'on the

sgbjective 80 rapidly that the enemy had no time to take action, 1 USC

occupying the blockhouses inlbrthemames was completely destroyed within
5 minutes. Another cell attempted to attack the airfield and command
post but.the distance was too long and when they withdrow they were
intercepted by enemy fire -directed from both smdos of the road and
could not move out until
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1800 hours the next day. As they moved out, they were discovered by. an

" Américan squad. Our comrades opened flro and destroyet: the entire eneny
squad -One of our comrades was wounded, 1 was killed, Two remaining
comrades were wounded in the arms and could not rejoin their units until

. 5 days later..

Element #3: Arrivod at the proscrlbed area that nlght but all
vehicles had moved out.  The Americans had not vet come, At 2300 hours,
vehicles stopped moving on the road from the post_to the area where they
haul away the soil (because it was on 7th night [Ebsslbly sgturday n1ghﬁ7),
Thereforo,thero was no obJectlve to be attacked., We only used 57mm RR

- to fire at the storage area and at the hospital.. A FOL: depot was burned.
. Two compartments in the hospital . collapsed killing a number -of ‘wounded -

soldiers under treatmont here.

- The dece1v1ng Cell d1d not accomplls itS‘miSSion‘for-foar of
strong reaction, . S ‘ _-“ SN rf : :

p 1600 hours on 20 Fobruary 1966, as an altgrnaté 6" thelr
defensive plan; the Americans. uged exp1051ve charged to destroy the '
blogkhouses on the top of Hén Cohg. Two comrades of the element left
behind were caught under the falling blocs of the collapsed blockhouses
and could not move out. There was no way to rescye them., They then
told a third comrade, outside, to report to the unit commander on their

. 8ituation, then began to shout as loud as they could. 'Upon their shouts,

the Americans rushed toward the place. The two comrades used grenades,

.killed a number of Americans, then sacrificed theiyr Iives.




Ja Llement #4: This element did hbt launch any'battle even though we
. .Were at the end of February 1966, This is due to the Zﬁoqg7 ideology of
-the cadre in charge,

Withdrawal: Generally Speaking, all elements succeeded in withdrawing
safely without difficulty,
Enemy reaction: The eneny was violently attacked by surprise, Many
installations, including the signal communications:’ and radar center,
were destroyed at the very start, therefore they could not use the
command net and became confused, Their reaction was slow and wesk, their
(T) fire was not accurate, They only succeeded irn directing strong fire to

the top of Hon Cong at the beginning of the battle but later their fire
ecame sporadic and did not affect our formation, )

iy

Results of the battle:

| s e
Enemy losses:.. 497 Americans KIA’PC CL Q‘ g 9’ r— .D

- 97 aireraft of all types
About~ 50 vechicles of all types, signal and ) destroyed
radar statior, and other equipment ) '

=~ 2 artillery picces (105mm) - )
- 2 cseetion of .. the hospital §
~ Depots, ammun.uion destroyed
P - 10 tents = ) -
(:] = 5 blockhouses )

1 50 caliber machine gun ' ) ’Tlud QX (m
1 new rifle and ammunition ) seized 44«1% —_—

ECLUSSIFIE D)

Friepdly-loéses:‘711 comrades KIA . ' , fz)f

W : 7~ wih . —
A m— ———

Comments _on the battle:
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All cadre and soldiers appeared determined in their missions, This
could be seen through their Preparations for the battle - - - - T
ST ldsa result, they succeeded in wearing down enemy strength,
destroying a part of the facilities and equipment ‘of & US base in An Khe
. and hoisting a NFLSVN flag on the top of Hon Cong, consolidating-
our reputation and Causing anxicty among the RVN soldiers who began to
lose their confidence in the US troops; ' ' :

- They succeeded in conducting a raid and destroying an important .
”{:j high location which was a'midpoint of commnication and liaison activites
~ of a large US base. : ‘

. - .Though they had no signal and'liaison facilities, they succeeded
in maintaining contact between various elements, o .

, - Though this method of attack was used for the Tirst time, they
/ succecded in carrying it out #rsem  the early moment of the battle, They -
/ also succeeded in solving a humber of ideological problems of their units,
j making.ths_troops no longer.afraid of dangeroug attécks, of iSblation,
! of air " aritllery fire,

i1




Ci).

o
o

 Strong points: Investigation of the enemy and preparation for

. friendly forces were made successfully and in time,
T L SRR R

~ The soldiers had high fighting spirit and showed determination
in their missions,

.~ They sucdeedeg in consolidating our réputation by hoisting our
flag on the top of Hon CSng. :

L. -_Gombaﬁ preparations were carefully and thoroﬁghly-made;

Wéak points: Leadership o? unit commanders or leaders (from company
commanders to cell deaders) was not perfectly performed during combat
and. withdrawal, ' SR

- Attacks from the &ast and the gouth were not, succéssfully launched,

~ Preparation for the battlefield was not thoroughly rade. The
troops were still afraid of being discovered by the enemy,

- Disciplinary measurcs were not strictly complied with (this must
be checked to ensure that all combat procedures will be complied with
by all cadre and soldiers).

- Booty was not thoroughly collected, £ number of killed soldiers

‘were .- . left on the battlefield. This showed that the units failed

to comply with agreat policy of the Party,
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