
il.FrENDIX B TO INCLOS1.RE 1 

SUDJECT: s.F'I'En .~CTluN RETORT - B.:l.ttle of lU'l Tinh 

1 ~ (U) OLf!'i.. ... TICH: LEIi.t;HING r 

2. {U} FlliIOD COVEHED: !i12-44 Junu.::ry 19M 

3. (U) LOC .. TION: ;.lIT TIl"lH (M), }orr TH..l~G (v» rHU MY (D)~ BINH Dn:H (F), 
REFUDLIC OF VIETN.~1 (BR 997a31) 

4.. (u) can1iJm HEi.D·~U,-~1'I".ElW~ 1ST !"l..TT;.tION (MEeH) 50TH INF •• NTf~Y I 2D 
DRIG;.DE, 1ST ~~n~ C"V:.l1i.Y nmsroN 

5. (u) :GEl \nTn-ro. OFFlCiR: C.·.fT •• IN JOHN i~ TOPFER 

6. (e) TASK ORG,..NIZ;~TION: 

a .. D Co 1/50 Infantry 

b. D Co 1/50 Infantry .., 

c. n Co l/S Cavalry 

d. C Co 1/'5 CavDJ.ry 

e. I3 Co 2/5 Ccvalry 

7 .. (c) fJUFi-0I,TING FORCES 

n C Troop 1/9 Cay (GS) ..... 

b. 2/20 .~rty ( ..... 1..i.) (GS) 

c .. ~ Btr,y 7/13 Arty (105) (IS) 

d. D Btry 7/1"5 ;4rty (aTl ) (0$) 

e. 2d Brigade Aviation Platoon (GS) 

f. l3 Co 227th ~via.tion Datta.1ion (GS) 

g. 7th l.ir Forc:e (Tt-CAIll) (GS) 

h .. 15th Med En (GS) 

i. D Cc 6th Ene;r En (00) 

j. MTF-i (105) (GS) 

kit National Police Field Forees (OS) 

1. ND.val Sw:Lft Doats (GS) 



s. (c) INTELLIGENCE 

Vill.9.gers tv the Wi::st of ,in Tinh reported tho.t on 1 Janu.:1.ry eon 
NVi. IllU!llkn wns seen l'i1Gvin'~ to the east and north. The b..-:.ttalionl s 
mission w:'.S rer-ortcdly to lr~pc.re fer the lIfint0r/Sr.-ring offensive .. 
Dpccific r.tissic.n ",'l).S b€:li~voG. to be to atto.ck fire b~ses c.long high­
,·r:..:.y #1 erta a1&a to ctti.:c.t;: l~F/FF outposts .. 

9. (C) HISSION-: Fmd and destroy the en~ bo.tt~lion. 

10. (C) CUl:;C£rT CF crEr~·.TIONS: D 1/50 is t·o conduct Cordc..n & Sea.rch of 
J'\n L.."1.C (1) and (2). D 1/50 is to conduct SC<'lrch & Clear <--perations 
in the Sl..'utbern Cny Giop mounto.ins. 

11. (C) EX£CUTI0N: 

a. D 1/r;IJ nt 1032 hi..'Urs on 2 J:muary while moving into flIt Lac (1) .. 
received a hea.vy volume of smnll ar.:ts and auto:m:::.tic we:l'P)n5 fire 
frem th:::.t h;mUet and the h~lct ilm:lCdkt~ly bcrcering it on the 
nGrth (;m Tinh). It became n.r,.parent D Company , .. 'as in,·oonte.ct~nth 
a ~jor force. llt 1051 hvurs it \<re.5 decided to cor.lmit B 1/50 which 
wes \-Iorking o.b; . .:!-lt e,ooo meters flU of the ccmtnct nrca. D Cc.nra.ny 
continued in .c<.int.!l.ct. iJ"l.<, ships Were c3.11ed in and received c..~trOCl­
ly hea.vy v",lunes of fire. At 1203 hours, D Ccmpmy succoeded in 
breaking c{mt.:J.ct and c.rtillory ceased. The loc~l 'populace was 
then eiven 30 minutes to clea1' the cGntact area, L,t 1237 hoUTs 13 
1/5 Cav ~~IS o.ir-assc.ult~d into tho contact ~rGa to the south. 
r;o.tioncl I'olicE: Field Forces were 1rcught i11m the area to screen 
and control the civili,ms. • .. t 1302 hours D 1/;;J ilIlc1 E 1/5 b0ga.n 
moving into the cvnt<>.ct area supported by tuba artillery, :,IlL nnd 
C 1/9 Cr.v gunshirs. At 1410 hours C 1/5 w<:.s .:tir assauJted into 
the area of ccntr-.ct on th~ ''lest. &I.t 1430 h...;urs 3 1/50 closed the 
cont.-;.ct nrec:', frun :the n<-rth. The enCP-lY '\Ins then surro'U.l'1dcd and 
::lll elE!!:.'lents began closing in. Tac ldr vms CElled in and tub~ 
artillery continued pounding the area. The attack "1::1$ !!let with 
fierce resistance and tho Tusk Force ~.S unable to sweep the entire 
cont.'lct are.!!.. At 1537 h<.-UTS D. '/50 c~pturQd a PH "Iho revealed two 
ccmFnies of the 97th Dn, 2d VC I\.cf,;t, 3d NV':. Div n.nd one re!l.r 
services Cc. of the 2d I\.-agt vicrc tropp.:ld in the hr.mlet. i .. t night fall 

. ~ll units ~ullad ~.ck anu 6stablish~d blocking ~nd ~bush positions 
c..n J'(;utes of enemy egress. .It 1£357 hours D 2/5 C~V wt'ls air 
a56ault~ in to further bvlstcr the cordon, Sl-",ridie cont.1;ct was 
lIk ..... de with snall grcups of NV." thrQughvut the night .. try inS to cxfll­
·trcte the c~ntact are~. 

h. On 3 Janmry C 1/5 !ollo'ltled F 1/'}J attacking from the north, D 1/50 
attacked from the enst and B 1/5 att~,ckod from thE: south. E 2/5 rem.:l.inec 
in position as rosf;ilrve. All units r.let with spornc1ic,llgll1t to heavy contact 
throughout the morning. hir strikes a.nd artillery continued. By 1300 
hvUTS the last Fockct of rosistence had be·,;n el~.t~ted. lolice of the 
~ttle area then bCgC;ll' ~'-lld Ii 2/5 returnod to ta.renW control. Though 
the battle had l.'7ldec., 13 1/50 and C 1/5 rem..1.ined in the contnct eres. 
through 4. Jmluary' diseing through the demolished bunkers and fortified 
posi tions recovering enemy bodi(::s and weapons. Total body count for 
the operaticn vms 10; with 28 'WCup;;ns ca:r.tured. US losses were six 
killed and 2e wounded. 

416'1 -&9; :iT [ Ii ( 

.. 



-12. (C) I;EIU1l.TING UFFICcl~lv ;.N .. LYSIS: The b<lttlli: of Im 'l'inh is significant 
in th~t it .w.:1S },reccooed by an ~(mt intelligence rCf,ort, the first of In£J.IlY 
such rO::forts th.:lt proved to be accur:lto resulting in highly successful 
oper~tions :.g.:-.inst the Gnu-:;y in this ~rca 6f operations. Also of significe.nce 
~.S tho hi~.;;hly off-.;ctivC} usc <..f Civil ,.££·:,.i1'5 in this c.cti.::,n. The battle 
tcck r-lzce in 0 h~:wily l"')Jci:;'.t{;C f.r,;;~. 'In", Task Fore6 Conl<l-:!.nder, cognizant 
of thu iin};01·umc03 of i(evcluti::>n-~ry Duvclcr,nent quickly re:~lized tho prvgrnm 
c(~ulG. ~:l5ily bo joor:erdized. "(ere <lction to the c-.lntr<:l.ry not t~ken. Consa­
qu.::ntly he pulled back 0:.11 Clcr.l~nt5 as scun ~s fe:1.siply possible in order 
to c·,r<:.cu). te the orc.l vf c.ivilbns. This \'.;t.s accomplished with a. minimUf:l 
cxpmditurc of time and under thf:i circUT'.lSt.:m:es, little;: coniusic.'n: As n 
result miny inn0ceht lives w~r~ sr~rcd. ;U1other significnnt asre~t of the 
Ltctiun w':.s the rc~.lizD.ticn that th.-; cncilW \-1.... .... 5· entrenched in , .. oll-t'crtified 
positicns. ilith this in r.UU1d the decision ~s reach~d to bring in r~inf0rcing 
gr.;.·und troops to encircle the ~rell Ill1d then m::!.kc lI'~u:i.m.ut:a usc of tube ~d <leriel 
rc.ckG-t nrtillery as l'1ell as t~ctic.:.l air. This: p!'oved tv be mCist effoctive :'\nd 
1'm sure ext~em~ly d~rlllizing to the ~ne~¥ troops •. This 'is borne out ~ 
thJ c.ogrec of f::xtrer..<:l sh(.:-ck three prisuners were in ~Jhen ct.pturcd. \!ithl1ut 
this tromcnd .... us supporting firepower 11m sure friendly c~.su<,~ ties '\'rould ru:.ve 
be~n grec.tly increased. This high~ successful victc'l'Y ~s rct'.lizo(~ boc!:usc 
of tho cxtrcD.cly professicn~l ~nd curnpctent support offered by ~ll cl~rnont5 
inv(.;lvGc. bh"ulcl .:.>n~ of thes~ elencnts been Inissine t~c oper"1tion \iould 
not h~ve bC0U as successful nnd nut ne~rly so ccmplete. 

C~pta.in, Infnntry 
RCFortL~g Officer 

'-. 
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{k t 4 '7:)hM; (pc -..J L 
:.r·rSNDlX C T(; D!CI..C.5UHE 1 

1 • {U) 01 En .. . TIUN! I t:rtSHn~G II 

2. (u) r::~i.I0D co\rFr"..ED: 23 Jan~ry 1968 

3. (U) WC: .. TluN: Trung Thu::m (H), Y.y Chc.nh (v)., Phu 1<1y (D)~ Binh 

Dinh (I') I Ropublic of Vietnoo (Eli 965663) 

4. (u) CC:>~·::.tm HZ.i~r.Qu,.RTms: 1ST BN (}~), 50TH IIlF.lJJTi'Y, 2D Dlli.:; 

1 ST ;~m ChV DIV 

c. .~ Co 1/';1) 

b. COO 1/50 

c. 1st Dn 41st l.TI,VH Inf jj egi.m\3n t 

(~. ropuln.r Fcrces .~ 
.: 

7. (c) ;:..UPHR TlNO FORCES: 

til.. A Troop 1/9 Cav (GS) 

b. 2/20 :.rty (.-iRJi.) (GS) 

c. E Dtry 7/13 Jlrty (105) (DS) 

d. B Btry 7/15 :Lrty (SlI ) (GS) 

e. 2d Ode i.vio.ticn Fl!::.toon (O.s) 

f. ,15th Hadj cal Bn (G5) 

8. (C) !F:TELLIGEJ.!Cil:: Previous intelligence reports indic<::.ted 0. gcner~l 

buildup of onern;r in l{y C~ (V). l>lore rocent reports indic:.t~d ::1...., 

enomy int.ent to att::.ck tha pc:-.cifiud c-.ron in Ihu l-iy District •. On, the 

night of 22 J~n these reports were re~lized 'when a,Iopul~r Farces out­

post at Ch~nh i..n to the 98St of .:rruent; Thuan was attacket'!. RepoTts' indi~. 

ated th~t the enemy 'Wvuld ambush relief forcC3s mvving to the aesistence 

. of the fopul<ll' Forcos along highw:.y 504 .. 



9. (0) 11ISSILiN: •• ssist the ropuk.r Forces <.utpost nnd destroy the 

~nen'\Y. 

10. (C) CiJl~C~I'T OF uE::.1L. TIOIJ5 : •• 1/50 is to move clong highwo.y 504 

to i\ssist the f'F outpost. 1/41 is to occupy blocking positicns 

to th~ svuthe3.st. C 1/,50 is cn standby £l.lcrt. 

11.. (c) ~::.zCUTICN: t~t 0620 he'UTs A 1/50 beg~n their 0';'"/0 to rcinfcrce 

the PF. The HiS ·c.:::ptured e i1'l fr(';D 95th Bn, 2d VC Regt, 3d lJ'IJ~ 

Div.. The Ii-I sto.tod th~t the r.l.nin porticn of the b<l.tto.licn w.lS in 

lllilbush positions .:llong h1i'Y 504. il. 1/5:) was notified of this :me. n.t 

1006 hcurs hit thG ambush site. Tuba ~rti1.1ery ~d All.".. were ~lled 

fer ~nd beg~n poundine the are~. The encny respo~d~ W,ith intense 

autcm:ltic )OlO.:1pcns, r~cc;,illess rif~e, rocket ~d rnortr..r fire. C 1/50 

lOS committed to the north of il 1/50 ccnw.ct o.t 1050 hI'S. They 

closed .0. t 11.46 h,", UI's nnd h::!.c "nly spor~dic cont:~ct. Hen.nwhile the 

bnttle i. 1/50 w-\s eng~ged in rc.gcd across:::. frunt of a.prr(;·xi.rn.:i.tcly 

800 r.\cters. :1Rt~, Bunships of A 1/9 C!!.V DonG. f:icout' birds c!Jntinued 

receiving heavy fire a.s they fIe,,' over the c:"nt(1ct areZl.. i.t 15211-

hours it bc<::~e evidc:nt to thu on~ they Were being decisive~ 

.dcfe::.ted end beg ... ..n Ntre~ting tc the s.;..uth'llest. itt 1604 hours the 

~tt1e ended. ~'1. 1/50 ·cot:l..":J..:ncea police of the b~ttlc ru:-oa. I!lld <.:on­

tinut::d until dP.rknes5 h."l.lted tho (;.per,~ti.cn. The. next day A COl:lp.~ 

cor.lf.letcd polict} of the b;:.ttle are:l. Zn~rny body C~::lUnt WSOS 137 

Id.lled ~nd 33 we~r4..'ns cnpturcd. Friendly cs,sunlties "lore 4 killed 

and 21 wl..llnded. 

12. Ml GRTIRG (!FFICEIi.lS jll{ • .LYSIS: This r.ctiIJn more thmt <my other in 

l:1.y experience, is indiective of :thu awes<.:nu riro;~ov1Cr nnd toUll 

ccobllt effectiventlss u! a moch:mizad infc.ntry cl,..;tpruty. As cru'l be 

asccr~~ined frun the foreg~ing1 alnost this-entire n.ction wa5 tc;,ught. 

by;. 1/50. Of the tct,;:.l body cuunt this e~'D(:Any ll.ccr..untcd for 124. 

This is nut to s::..y suppvrting ilr!:iS "Iere net required.. Quite the 

contr~·; ;.R.., tube artillery and SCvut ships p;tayed n. vit.~ role" 

~Jithu'Ut C:(..'ubt this ~cti..:,n c,",uld nut h;;-.vo b(;'-.,;n 2.5 ne~tly executed 

weN it net fer their tre"'ien~h.'us support. However I feel the swift 

nnd total activn C~ be ~ttributed to the mechani~ed infantry. I 

duubt th~t ~y other unit could kill 124 while losing only 4 in a 

nattur of 5v:t:l.C six huurs under sl.z:d.1iar' circUr.l..stances. \. 

/?r rf~. ~ J.?p;t6~ y.f. JOIM Jo TOT-FER. 
C~ptain, Inf~try 

ReportinG Officer 

• .. 



I 

1'I'OiJ'Nj 1mlAN SKETC"ti MAP _ BATTlE OF J,J. ... 


