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SUDJECT: .JFTER ..CTIUN REFORT = Battle of fin Tinmh
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(U) OFER.TICH: FERSHING I
(U) FEKIOD COVENED: @2-fk Janusry 1968

(U) LoC.TION: &N TIH (H), MY TH.NG (V), YHU MY (D), BPINH DIFH {r),
REFUBLIC OF VIETH.M (BR 957831)

(U) COMMARD HE&D WUARTERS: 15T 5.TT«LICK (MECH) 5OTH DIFEMY, 2D
mIG’iIDE, 1ST I’IIIL GuV..'LLEi.Y DIVISION

(U) RE: RTING OFFICAR: C«FT.IN JOHN & TOFFER
{C) TASK ORGuNIZATION:

a. B Co 1/50 Infantry

b. D Co 1/50 Infantry .
¢. L Co 1/5 Cavalry

d., € Co 1/5 Cavalry

e, 3 Co 2/5 Covalry

(C) SUFECRTING FURCES

8. C Troop 1/9 Cav (GS)

b, 2/20 arty (;.IL";) (Gs)

e. E Btry 7/13 arty (105) (DS)

d. B Btry 7/15 arty (8") (GS)

e, 2d Brigade Aviation Flatoon (GS)

f, B Co 227th Aviation Dattalion (GS}

g, Tth &ir For’ce (TnCATR) (GS)

h. 15th Med Bn (GS)

i, D Cc &th Engr En (GS)

j. MIF-a (105) (Gs)

k., MNational Police Field Forees (GS)

1. Naval Swift Dosts (GS)
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Villagers to the west of an Tinh reported that on 1 January en
NVi. Dattalicn was secn movin: to the eest and north, The bottalionts
missicn wos reportedly to jrepere for the Winter/Siring offensive.
Specific missicn was believed to be to attack fire bases clong high-
way #1 ond also to cttack RF/FF outposts,

(C) INTELLIGENCE

(¢) MISSION: Find and destroy the enemy bsttalion.

(C) CCICEXT CF CIEu:TIONS: D 1/50 is to conduct Corden & Search of
in Lac (1) and (2), B 1/50 is to conduct Semrch & Clear cperations
in the Scuthern Cay Gier mounteins.

(C) EXICUTIuH:

2. D 1/50 at 1032 howrs on 2 January while meving into hn Lac (1),
received a heavy volume of small aras and automotic wedpons fire
from thot homlet and the homlet immedictely bordering it on the
ncrth (in Tinh), It became apparent D Compeny was ine oontect ,with

a mzjor force, at 1051 hours it wes decided to commdt B 1/50 which
wes working about 8,000 meters 1% of the centact area. D Comrany
continued in centact., AR ships were called in and received extrem-
1y heavy velumes of fire. At 1203 hours, D Cempany succeeded in
brezking coentact and ertillery ceased. The loczl populace was

then given 30 minutes to clear the contect arce. at 1237 hours 33
1/5 Cav was sir-asszulted into the contact cres to the south.
Lotional Folice Field Ferces were breught inte the area to screcn
and control the civilisns, ot 1302 hours D 1/50 and E 1/5 began
moving into the cuntact area supported by tube artillery, AR and

¢ 1/9 Cav gun ships. A4t 1410 hours C 1/5 wes air assaulted into

the area of centoect on the west. at 1430 hours B 1/50 closed the
centact eren from the north. The enemy was then surrounded and

all elements began closing in, Tac sir wes called in and tube
artillery continucd pounding the ares. The attack was met with
ficrce resistance and the Task Ferce was unable tc sweep the entire
contact area. nt 1537 hours B 1/50 captured & Fil who revealed two
cempanies of the 97th Dn, 2d VC Lcgt, 34 NV, Div ond one rear
services Cc of the 2d Regt were trapped in the hamlet. fit night fell

. 21l units pulled back and established blocking and apbush positions

¢n routes of enemy egress, .t 1657 hours D 2/5 Cov wes air o
assaultsd in to further bulster the corden, Eporgdic contsct was
mode with small greups of NVa throughout the night, trying to exfil-

trote the cuntact ared.

b, On 3 Januzry & 1/5 followed R 1/50 attacking from the north, D 1/50
attacked from the east and B 1/5 mttncked from the south. B 2/5 remained
3n positicn es reserve, &11 units net with sporadic, lightt te heavy ccntact
throughout the morning, hir strikes and artillery continued. [y 1300
hours the last pocket of resistence had been eliminated, lolice of the
battle area then begen end B 2/5 returned to parental control. Though
the battle had ended, B 1/50 and € 1/5 remaincd in the contact area
through 4 January digging through the demolished bunkers and fortified
positions recovering enemy bodies and weapons. Total body count for

the operaticn was 103 with 28 weapons captured. US losses were six
killed and 28 wounded,
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42, (C) LEiCGRTING CFFIC:R'v »NuI¥SIS: The battle of in Tinh is significent
in that it was jrecceded by an agent intelligence report, the first of many
such roports that proved to be accurate resulting in highly successful
operctions sgoinst the enemy in this orea of operaticns., AlSo of significance
was the highly effcetive use ¢f Civil wffsirs in this cetion. The battle
teck place in a henvily pupuloted aren,  The Task Foree Cormonder, cognizant
of the impertence of ftevelutionary Develerment quickly reclized the progrom
ceuwld easily bo jecyardized were action to the contrary not taken. Conse-
quently he pulled back 2ll clcements as scon s feasibly possible in order
to evecmte the arce of civilions, This was accomplished with a minimum
expenditure of timc and under the circumstances, little confusien, 4s a
result miny innueent lives were spared, Ancther significant aspect of the
action wes the reelizaticn that the cnemy wos entrenched in well-fortified
positicns. 1iith this in mind the decisicn was reached to bring in reinfereing
greund troops te encircle the area and then meke paximmm use of tube =nd acrial
rocket artillery as well as tactical air. This: proved tu be most effective and
I'm sure extfemely demcralizing to the eneny troeps. , This is borne out by
the degree of extremc sheck  three priscners were in when coptured, Vithout
this tremenduus supporting firepower I'm sure friendly casualties would have
becn grectly increased. This highly successful vietory wes realized boctuse
of the extromcly professicn~l cnd cumpetent support offered by 21l elements
invelvee. Should one of these elements been missing the operation would
not hove been as successful ond not necrly su ccmplete,
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' JUHN L TUITED

Ceptain; Infantry

Reporting Officer
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SITENDIX € TC INCLUSIRE 1

SUBJECT: ..FTE: ..CTICH & GUT - B.TTLE CF TRUNG 'I'l-L.KH

g, {U) CIZi.TICN: FERSHING II .
2, (U) FERIOD CUVERED: 23 January 1968

3, (U) LOC.TIN: Trung Thuzn (H), My Chenh (V), Fhu My (D), Binh
Dinh (P), Republic of Vietnom {BR 965663)

t. (V) CO2UWD HeiDQU.RTERS: 15T BN (1), 50TH IFF.NTRY, 2D DD&,
15T +IR CuV DIV ’ '

5. (U) RTZ-CRTING OFFICER: CAFTL.IN JUHN . TOTTER

6, (C) MR OTGANTZ TICH
2. & Co 1/50
b. C Co 1/50
c. 1Ist Im List iBVH Inf Begiment
¢, Topular Ferces l

7, (C) oUFFRTING FCRICES:

a. & Troop 1/9 Cav (GS)

b, 2/20 .oty {aRa) (G5)

c. © Diry 7/13 arty (105) (DS)
d,. B Btry 7/15 arty (8") (GB)
e, 2d Bde iviaticn Flatoon (GS)
f. 15th Medjcal Bn (G5)

8. (C) INTELLIGENCE: Previcus intelligence reports indiccted & general
buildup of cnemy in My Chonh (V). Kore recent reports indicated an
encmy intent to attnck the pacified cron in [hu My District.. On the
night of 22 Jan these reports werc reslized when a Topular Foerees cut-
post a2t Chonh /in to the sast of Trueng Thuan was attacked, Reports indic

ated thot the enemy would embush relief forces moving to the assietence
“of the Fopular Forces along highwey Oh.
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{(C) HISSIUN: ussist the Topulor Foreces Cutpost and destroy the
enemy,

(C) CUNCEPT OF ULERLTIONS: « /50 is to move 2long highway 504
to assist the TF outpost. 1 /41 is to occupy blocking positicns
to the southeast, C 1/50 is cn standby alert.

(C) ZX3CUTICK: at 0620 hours & 1 /50 began their move to reinferes
the PF. Tae IF!s coptured = i fronm 95th Bn, 2d VC Regt, 34 WL
Div. The Iy stated that the main rorticn of the battalicn was in
ambush positicns along by 50k. 4 1/50 was notified of this and at
1006 hcurs hit the ambush site, Tube artillery ond ARi were called
fcr =znd began peunding the area. The eneny responded with intense
eutcmatic weapons, reccilless rifle, rocket znd mortnr fire. C 1/50
was committed to the north of 4 1/50 contact ot 1050 hrs. They )
closed 2t 1146 hours and had enly sporzgic contact. Meanwhile the
pattle i 1/50 was engaged in reged aecross & front of appreximately
800 meters. -Bi, gunships of i 1/9 Cav an¢ Scout birds continued
receiving heavy fire as they flew over the cuntact arez, at 1524
hours it beeame evident to the enemy they were being decisively

" Qefested and begen retreating to the southwest., &t 1604 hours the

batile ended., i 1/50 commenced police of the battle ares and con-
tinued until darkness halted the cperation. The next day A Company
conrleted police of the battle area. snemy body count was 137 N

. Killed ond 33 weapens captured. Friendly casualties wore & killed

ant 21 wounded.

& CRTING (FFICER'S aluLYSIS: This ncticn more tham any other in

ry experience, is indiective of the awescne firerover and total
ccmbat effectiveness of a mechanized infantry cenpany. iis can be
ascertained frum the foregeing, almost this entire action wes fought .
by « 1/50. Of the tctal body count this cunmpany accuunted for 124,
This is not to say suprorting orms were nct required. Quite the
contrary, .R., tube artillery and sccut ships played a vitel role.
tYithout coubt this acticn ceuld nut hove boun as nez2tly executed
were it nct for their tremenduus support. However I fecl the swift
and total acticn con be attributed to the mechenized infantry. I
duubt that any other unit cculd k&1l 124, while losing only L in 2
netter of svme six hours under similier circumstaonces, \

JOHN 5 TCFFER
Captain, Infantry
Repcrting Officer
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