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Combat Operations A:?ter Action Report 

TO: Commanding General 
- 1st Cavalry Division (Airmbl) 

ATTN: AVDAGT-DT 
APO 96490 

1. Nama of Operation: Jeb stuart lll. 

2. Dates of Operation: 17 ~l9.y 1968 - 2 November 1968 

.3. Location-: Northern I Corps Tactical Zone 

4. Control H3adquarters: 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 

5. Reporting Officer: 

Sqdn CO 

LTC Richard W. Diller 

MAJ Hl.rold L. Rose 

LTC Richard W. Diller 

LTC William C. Rousse 

CPT Darrel A. Harral 

lLT Earl D. E:i.kenbet'ry 

CPT Darrel A. Harral 

CPT Alfred W. H3ustis Jr. 

CPT Frank L. Alverson Jr. 

17 l'ay 68 - 5 June 68 

6 June 68 - 17 June 68 

18 June 68 - _7 July 6S 

8 July 68 - 1 Nov 68 

Date 

17 M3.y 68 - 11 Aug 6S 

12 Aug 68 - 26 Aug 68 

27 Aug 68 - 4 Sept 68 

5 Sept 68 - 27 Oct 68 

28 Oct 68 - 1 Nov 68 
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LTC Clemen G. Courtney 17 M9.y 68 - 29 119.y 68 

CPT Frank L. ~.h-erson 30 M9.y 68 - 7 J1;lle 6S 

MAJ Jame s vl. Nc.pier 8 June 68 - 19 Sept 68 

CPT Harry E. McCloud 20 Sept 68 - 5 Oct 68 

MAJ Jams W. Napier 6 Oct 68 - 10 Oct 68 
I 

f MAJ Robert E. Poston 1l0ct 68 - 1 Nov 68 

B Troop ~ 

MAJ J:!mrrw D. weeks 17 M9.y 68 - 8 June 68 

HAJ Charles T. Gilmer 9 June 68 - 18 July 68 

MAJ Frederick N. Olson 19 July 68 - 1 Nov 68 

.Q..12::9o-e ~ 

101M Alle n L. Matthews Jr. 17 ~Iay 68 - 14 July 68 

HAJ Thomas H. Sherron 15 July 68 - 27 July 68 

MAJ Allen L. Matthews 28 July 68 - 18 Aug 68 

MAJ John M. Toolson 19 Aug 6~ - 10 Oct 68 

MAJ Goo:"ge H. Calvert II Oct 00 - 25 Oct 68 

MAJ John M.· Toolson 26 Oct 68 - 1 Nov 68 

D Troo'.) . ~ ~ 

CPT James R. Howe 17 M9.y 68 - 18 May 68 

CPr Ca:-1 H. Chaboudy 19 May 68 - 17 Aug 68 

211' Ee::l1e at L(I .D£l.nie ~.s Ie A''.g 68 - 4 Sopt 68 

CPT Darrel A. Harral 5 Sept 68 - 1 Nov 68 I 
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6. Task Organ5_zat:t.:·n; 

a. Initial Organization - Hq, A, B, C J and D ~OOp3, 

b. Subsequent Organization - D Troop went u.''lder 
of the 2D Brigade for the mjor portion of Jeb Stuart III. 
Patrol (lRRP) came under operational control of 1/9 in the 
stuart IJ.I; other task organization did not change. 

7. Supporting Forces: 'None 

op9rational cor.trol 
The long Rar.ge 
closL~ days of Jeb 

8. Intelligence: See 1st Cavalry Division (Airlll:lblle) Msum 

9. Mission: Conduct reconnaissance in general support of elelD3nts of 
1st Cavalry Division in operation Jeb Stuart III. 

10. Concept of Operation: The 1/9 Cav was in general support of the 
Division during the entire operation. The exception to this was the placing 
of D Troop under operational control of the 2D Brigade for the major ~tion 
of the operation. The Air Cavalry Troops supported each Brigade with general 
reconnaissance and conducted other reconnaissance on a mission type basis. D 
Troop conducted dismounted ground reconnaissance in conjunction with e]B~nts 
of 3/5 Armored Cavalry Squadron as well as mounted operations in support of 
2;) Brigade throughout Jeb stuart lIT. Also during the operation, A Troop 
was tasked with general suppo:::-t of the MoIrines 1st MoIrine Division and the 3D 
Harine Division on several occasions and B Troop Waf! In general support of 
'~~e 101st Airborne Division (Airmbile) dU':ing lI.n operation in the A Shau 
Valley • 

.. 
11. Execution: 

2.. The first significant ".ction the 1/9 enct)::ntered during Jeb 
S~uart III occured shortly after a rocket attack on Ca~p Eva.ns destroyed the 
J,.SP. B Troop's aero rifle platoon (I.nd D Troop were in::;erted vicinity of LZ 
J.ong (YO 573217). As some of the elements were being inserted, they cane 1.:Il.der 
il'~tellse AW fire from an unknown siz.ed enemy force. ReGults of the oncot!nter 
Ker(! 6 friendly KIA,. 6 friendly ~;H'J 1 l:rI-IH Bhot do~m t;ith enelIlY' casualties 
1:nIClOlm. B Troop gunships, AIl!.., tube artillery and airs'trikes were called 
iutc) the area. The enemy broke contact and friendly troops were extracted 
"'ith no further casualties. This action see/ll3d to initiate extensive 
()pe.rations in this arEa by the 3D Pdgade throughout Jeb Stuart nI. 

b" L1 the month of )fay, all Air Cavalry Troops concentrated 011 
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recon:r.aiss~,nce of E,'l.8FJ A ..... :;.C.8 ~.O~';. gD.c. 1140 The I!St~eet, Without J~.l~,T· r.. .. /) 
received heavy emph!3.si.5 ~.S L l:'rOi)p Has insert2d in"jo al! C,'l,l'ea vic: .. i1:.·' .. J'" of O?:D 
4851 and conducted op€ra.t~,c'':,5 t~1a.'6 f:;:0ifi 2,'3 -, 25 I'E.y. A D-4 b,llluoze.r was 
also employed to destroy the bunh:er compl'3xes uncoYeI"3d. Results of this 
operation were 1 a:rms (A.che uncovered, 5 tons of rice captured, 2 ~'VA KLo. 
and several detainees. 

c. During the mmth' of Jur..e, Jeb Stuart III continued and 1/9 
elements continued with extensive air and ground reconnaissance. During the 
month, A Troop worked with 1st Brigade in conducting reconnaissance of the 
northern portion of the AO and Base Area 101. -On 8 June. "A" Troop Blues 
(Aero-rifle Platoon) were inserted at YD 289476 and found 11 75 I·U{ recoiless 
rifle rounds and 5 " of docuuents; both were evacuated. B Troop conductfld 
sweral very successful operations w::.th RF r sand l'F r s during the lronth of 
,Ttl!'!€: • SeYeral enemy KIA were accounted for in these operations which were 
rnz,inly centered around combined operations with the RF /PF and B Troop Blues. 
(h 18 June 12 Evans received a rocket attack from the mountain range jue~ 
scuth of the 12. B Troop responded :iJThmd1ately, pinpoj,nted the enemy rocket 
J..:.unching positions and directed eleme!').ts of the 3D Brigade inb the ar:?a. 
l; Troop c)nducted several r..ight I'.mbu3h<;Js during the month. ThuR:1 ambt:!;:.es 
H'3re ii'!S'~.~umer.tal in helping the 1st Cuvalry Division in denyin<s the Nlif.. 
~h" ,'ice which was bei.'1g harvested at this time. 

d. D Troop conducted se7eral searer.. and cj.€~l.r operations d\I1:'i~ g 
.T::rl'l ,rhile conducting ambushesdlt!'ing the ho1J':'f' of o.ar:<:noss, It 'was durir;g 
.hue that D T::-ocp :!nitial::'y cp.me 'lr.d.0r oprat iNJal c.(;nt.rol of t:~'J 3/5.' en. 
2.7 Juae, D Troop while ~(Qrk::.ng wi'yn ele:r.e:lts of 3/5 '.'kinity of YD 403633 
Jngaged and killed 1 NVA. This engags!!'Bnt in:J ie.ted '.rh::>.i:. resulted in cor..tact 
,.-it.il elements of the 8ll;th l><'VA Battalio·:l. During th':! ?.etion. D Troop and 
"ljlveral companies of the 1st te.'lm clos8d e core;,,!'). of t:1e area of contact lrhile 
.lit' Cavalry eleme~,t.1l of B a."d C T:'oo~s screenec. the f1=,n:~s of the contact area" 
J~n corrpletio!l 01' the 3.c.f:'~~_::G:J 0. l)OCS count re-,realec: ~.~~.'J.4:. D Troop had ar.co .... ~nted 
",~ Ll Nn'l!' "T;\ """ ",> r'lon."""y"o r'~"l'r~d '0', ~"d~'r4d''',' "ni c· n·n=.' ser,""'" ~;.J •• ::;)~ .. eV _ J.\..&.O'~.1 .):';"'_ ,;,.!lL ..... JJ,) '';''.'"'' 'J , ;J- • . :_ ..... _ •• u ..... '-10. 0 ~ v", ..... 

· .. .,;~·~ons capt \a'EOd. 

, f'" 1 . ' e" S"..l.l.j- 3D),., tho cn~.ltJ.r·,L~a't.l(;e 0._ E.:Y.:ltt-":::'B~VC ·-J~0··l'3.. rec:·.:naJ.ssa!:.tt; o~.-

~ ~.r.": ~ i (' GC:'.V'E'..:ry ~:~'J0F3 xl1 '>.) ~.<~.irx2d g!'c..l:.~~(I. I'cCOnnai3S3.:1ce by t Troop., :_)t'l'i.nS 
l..Il·!'3 "l.,::'r..th inc.re{·~Ged 0m.ph3.3i.~ '-\"3.'3 pJ~~Qd. ~J.r()!l the gt.thering of intelligence 
~),~ ~ugh thE: use of "sniCe~". T:,,,:;8 J:'':'ssc.ons increased markedly during tl'!e 

.n:'.:'.(t',:~ as the er..em:f began a .. h .... d.ing ccrrt,'!;;'ct with the 1st Team. Armed reconl'ln.ics.:tncp. 
.:: : ... ,',;-.8 r.nd Ti"C ,~,~, ~rerG eI:'?J'J:r.od "dt!-. 3!'.iffer a:rcraft thus providing the 
~ .. --:~.?b~J.it~ .. to e,::ploit in"Jn0.:liE:.tcly 11!:lr'lA: mode 1" readinga ott.;Jit:.ed by tho on~J':\:' J 
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Night hunter kille:,:, op3ratio!1s were ccr,1dClcted b;r A Troop in con';un~tb;'l l:ith 
'~he l·st Brigade; trefe a~tions re:l'Jltec. j,n St~~~cs:Jf·_~. interdic·;:'ion o:~ the m;;.in 
r-\.ve!'s leading into the 1st, Bri[ade ThC!l and the dC3truction of several ener:lY 
sar.r,Jans • 

f. General reconnaissance in the Jeb stuart III AO continued 
throughout the month of August. Dt:ring the month both A and B Troops were 
put under operational control of other XX:JV Corps elerrents. C Troop supported 
~,he entire division with reconnaissance during one period of time during the 
l~,"nth. Special emphasis was placed on denying the enemy the use of previously 
o~cupied positions in Base Areas 101 and 114. Continued pressure was placed 
~190n the enemy throughout the AO as elements of the 1/9 continued to find 
'lILr.erous bunker complexes and enemy staging areas. Upon insertion of the blues 
on 20 August near Quang Tri City, A Troop came in contact with ~lh9.t \;-as later 
r1Jtermined to be an enemy battalion. This contact was exploited by D Troop 
a:1d other elements of the 1st Team and resulted in 144 Wi< KIA as well as 
neveral ener.w ce.ptured. The month was characterized b:r a genere.l scaling 
:hn'm of offensive operations conducted by the enemy and an incre:J.se in sniffer 
,1,11i other intelligence gathering missions by 1/9. 

g. Septel'!ber sa',l the 1/9 conU.nue in general support 0f the :'.crr, t~(,." 
·tl:i:'~h the period PUl'.ctuated by several brief encounters with the enemy" "'l~::y 
Blli;:>hi1sis 1"r"s pbced upon reconnaiss!lnce of the rocket belt surroundinf; (La 

Ce:mp ~van8 area and the Song Bo River 0 Extensive rice denial op8:'"n.tiC"v.? 'i·~re 
f!211 :lucted by ali the Bhl<1 pla'~oon3 a71d D Troop as 'Tell, C Troop C~?t ure':. c. 
"(;f')t'3.1 of 18,OCO pounds of ri~~c and picked 1.:.p 41 CJ~ So) A total of over J..ci ~ons 
~f rice were cattlU:'8d bv 1/9 dU!~inA' Se1J-'ce~nb~.t', D Trou!J continu~d to op.'='f'C:'.t.e 
',lith 3/5 el(;ments on 9AtensiITe f,8:.rch ~~d cle2.1' cpe:·l;ti.C".~s dl1r:;.ng the r.-.od.;;-: 
eonducting a total of l7 of t'13S8 'lrissi,)ns as ~Tell 1:.5.3-:) ambus;, patrols:, i', 
")locking operation~ &~"!d 2 cordon oIX':,at.io:";so On 27 3ep~'I..~mb8r c.t YD 46558~ ~ 
'llj-:'OOp accounted for 1 iNA KIA and C.3..?t1.ICed 2 l?vii. off:Lc":.X'3 ~ 

h. October ~JaS highli£;hted oy tho ret urn of D Troop to 1/9 c('d.:-ol 
,I-:ld the irnr.ediate utilization of the Troop i:1 sevoral reconnaissance in for-CEl 
'nd>:'ationso The hi1' Cavalry Troops conducted e:::tensive aerial reconnaiss~,r,ce 
',iith the Blues and D ~.·oop The Bl1;'&s were ins'Jrt,')d over 20 tim3S during V.e 
ml?l't':l. D Troop was bserted at- :'Z I.l3.ho el)". 5 October along 1'fith C Troop El1:.8o. 
:),J"~'!ltions were cor.ducted in the 2-:'80. sl;rrour.di11g the LZ and at YD 166315 ~.n 
'1:~,:(,.Jnsive enemy base cmJI;J and hQ.gpital complex "ere uncovered. This fir.d 
·.";aulted in the captm'e of tremea:lou,s R:mourrt,(, of enemy weapons, ammuniticn, 
1):l" .. 1iprrcnt a~c~ rreoic['.:i. s"J!.'plie;-) ~')~T ·t/~:1J..: 1st Tef"Jl1, j) Troop was i::lserted or.. .3 
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more o~ce,Rions d'lrj.ng th~ :nor .. th :.. .. 08V~t.:':;..s j.:: t:1:) \;:':1~overing o~ flt'~;(':;:'nl er..an:r 
base :-\.I'eas and. '~~3 ·re~cn..1"],ais[.a.r_ce of zoyura::_ ;,.::c~a3 of suspecte..:' c:~~:r.y activit yo 

:1.. The end of Cctober saw the concl'~sion of Operation Jeb Stuar'~ 
III with the e,1emy rendered essentially illeffec'~ive i:l the 1st Cav TAOR, 
Conti.:o1ued empM~is lIpan exploitation of the result.s of aerial reconnaissance 
reaped great dividends for the 1/9 as well as the 1st team. The enemy base 
c.x·aas ~rcre satll!'ated by artillery;. TAC rtir J Troop insc:'tions and vario!.:::; other 
(,ffensive operations frequently initiated by findings of the aero-scout 
;']".~oons. large numbers of the eneqy were killed and captured and his supplies 
~'ere destroyed, He was denied the food he so urgently needed as sightings by 
:"/9 aero-seouts resulted in the capture of vast amounts of rice, Combb'ld 
efforts of 'all 1/9 elements with the various units of the 1st team resu':r,,)d 
:in the successful i.'1.terdiction of the enemy I s routes of re supplJ', his b;; . .,fl 
!'.rec.s and in a general disrupt ion of his ent:ir:e scheme of nanet:ver to t.11''' extent 
that his forces were essent:l;:l.lly ineffective in all parts of the 1..0. 

12. Results: Throtlgh extcmsiv, reconnaisse.nce efforts: b0th ground and 
air, several large enemy contacts ~'16re l;Jade resulting in significant losses of 
ensm;l' personnel. Several large s":.aging a.!'eas were un.zovered as woll as 
numerous bunker complexes. Sign::.ficallt amounts of rice were ccptured by 
e2.coLtent s of 1/9 a s were savera2- IN" and VC cMre. Succes siul intere.ict.inn 1.: 
er.eLlY resupply routes was e.ccorlplished and the enenw ~!IlS denied the use )1' tN' 
pre'lious s:mctUiL:'YS of BOi&e M~a 2.02. and Ill:.. In 5.c.di'jion, a cJose c!'!.d L·u".:~?~·~ 
~'orkinb rel<.tions!1ip was·est<.bc.ifhed O€t,reer; the 1/9 and the v.:-rjouf) C;Vj.{ '. 
District Forces 1:.1 t.l:a ],,0. This prove~t very bmefiC:';11 to all as thE! ~/9 
provided mobility and firepower 1'Ihile ~he G'IN !i'oc'C3S prc'lic'.ed [cod intelligencd 
and reaction forces e Thj.s relG.tj.::o.shir ~e::r~lltfJd. jr.., .l. very. successful effo~:,'~ 
t.o eli..':I . .' .. '1.Ilte the 1fjl, ilith most, of the VCl being killed, captt1:rE'd or dri';l3n 
on.1:. of the area., A ::·e~n,,'!:l.e of er.:.em:," lCi3f,es jnlpl);:;eQ by t!',e 1/9 Ca,Yt.,\.1r:r Sqt;.ariron 
dt:cine; operation .Jab Stuart. II; is E .. S fOaO'iS: 

NVh.Kli 
VC KIA 
Detainees 
Wpns Capt Uree'. 
Rico Captucnd 
Documeats Capt.ured 
AlImU:ll tion Cart tU'ec1 

330 
66 

505 
2!l? 

t:4. T()l1S 

9?t Inches 
4(';,:9 Rounds 

J':;, Jl.dr.t'.nistr:l~ive M3.tters; None 

.-,--------
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14. Spechl Equipmsnt and Tbchniques: 

a. Extensive use of the "Sniffer" as c.n intelligence g.:.thering source l'/'",S J'!i;de more effective through the use of a scout to=. as the sniffer aircraft flew over an area in which a llli.lX reading was obtained, the area was marked and the scouts conducted visu:.l reconnc.iss~U1ce of the arCD-. This' technique frequently resulted in the lecation of enelIlY' bunker complexes which ~10uld hD-ve been very difficult to find otherwise. 

b. Extensive use was rr ... de of the rec quire rig during operation Job Stu,-rt ill. ....ellin it proved to be an invaluable aid in the extra.ction of perso~nel from otherwise inacessable areas. 

c. Placing the IRRP1s under operutional control of the 1/9 resulted in lllOrc rapid and complete elCploitation of enelIlY' sightings. Support of the mRP teams has also been simplified by this relutionship. 

15. COnul;;J.nder1s i.nIllysis: The operational cababilities of the Squadron were fully exploited durine Jeb stuart III. Daily reconnaissance activities were influenced by existing weather conditions and ilvai.lD.bility of aircraft. The VD-1idity of the general support role for the SqUlldt"on was clearly evi&3nt throughout the operation as SqU<J.cl!-on resources were s1:1pleyed virtually the entire length and breadth of the ICTZ. Sooodron assets were used in support of all four divisiClns within the ICTZ. 

a. The effectiveness of the reconnaissance conducted by an a~ cavalry sqUE.dron cannot be accurately measured soley in terll'.s 0:: enemy KIa. Effective aerial reconnaissan(;e will provide a sound basis upon which tactical disposition of ground troops can be made. These dispcsitio:1s will lead to enemy contact and the oppurtunity to inflict even heavie:' losses· upon the enemy. Such has been th? case not~ only in Jeb Stuart III but :':'1 those instl:nces when sqoodron troops su.pportad other divis5_ons in ICTZ. i.ccurate reporting of no enemy act.ivities within an "'-I'ea provides the comm:.nder a sound basis for' economy of forces thus permitting [7'eater concentration of combat powers in these showing evidence of enemy activity. 

b. The short period of tiraewhich elapsed between gair.il'.g operational control.of the IRP Company and the conclusion of Jeb Stuart III has not provided sufficient oppurtunity to accurately evalmte the impact. During future operations, this relationship and its resultant impact will be th0rouehlyexamined. 

c. Detaching any Troop front this squadron adversl:r affects itr, · .. bEtty to perform its mission mst effectively for the Division. Duri..1lg 1::0 s~, 
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of this period D Troop has been OPCOE to other units. IEek of tU~ co~:nd 
reconncd_ss[~.nce cabnb:'1ity restricts "':·tle sqU?.d!'on. ~3.rEely to a.E;ri~~l 
reconnaissll.nce. Results obtained. durine Octorer NhG::. this troop \'if'."! under 
tb, control of the squadron are considered mllch r.,ore productive than per:'C'ds 
Nhen other headquarters controlled its combat enrlcy:r.8n':.. l';hcnever t.:lct.;.Cf'.: 
conditions permi.+'." the troops of the squadron should be employort under 
squ:<dron. control in support of the Division1 s reconnaissance pl.o,n, 

l6. ReCOllUl1endations: 

a. That sniffer aircraft continue to be employed with aerial scout 
teams and The ,tlr to enhance the effectiveness of utilizing sniffer as an 
:!.rLtelligence gathering media.. 

b. That continued emphaSis be placed upon the use of the Nac 
Quire rig for extraction of personnel from in:lccessable areas. 

1 r..",cl 
After Action Report for 
Operll.tion Cornr.enche Falls 
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. Inclosure 1 to Aft"r Action r,aport for Jeb StUiJ.rt III 

SUhJECT: J.fter "ction IWcort for Operc.tkn Cor;,m'~llch" Fr:.lls 

1. Na.ms of Oper<ition: Cor,lJl1P.nche Falls I, II, III. 

2. Dates of Oper",tion: 11 SepternJ::er 1968 - 23 Octo1:cr 1968. 

:3 • location: Ease ..rca. 101 

4. Control He"dquarters: 1st Cavalry Division. 

5 • Report inC Officer: 

C Troop 

MAJ John M. Too lson Jr. 

Mi\J Georf,e H. Calvert 

Date 

11 Sept f8 - 10 Oct 68 

11 Oct 68 - 23 Oct 68 

6. Task Organization: C Troop in [oneral support of 2D Brigade. 

7. Supportin[ Forces: None 

8. Intelligence: See 1st Cavalry Division Int sum 

9. ~lission: To provide general reconn"issance for elements of the 
1st Cavalry Division in support of Operation COlllrnanche Falls I, II, III. 

10. Concept of Op6rcltion: C Troop 1/9 C,,-valry provides general support 
for elements of the 1st Cavalry Division in Oper~tion Cor.lIlJanche Falls. Conduct 
other reconnaissance on '" mission type tasis. 

, 
. 11. Execution: C Troop initiated recollJld.issance in support of CO!11mnche 

Falls on 11 Sept 1968. ThroW;hout the initial stages of the oiJere.tion, C 
Troop located several 1:.unker cOlr.pkxes and enemy starin!; ard.S throur,hout 
the TAOll.. Support WIlS also provided the ilRVN's <>s thGy or:ere.t6d throu£hout 
the AO. Toward tha closill[ days of Cot.=nche Falls, D Troop 1/9 was used 
in reconnaissance in force oper_t ions in we stern 11.0 vicinity of LZ Idaho. 
Oper-<tions in this area r6sulted in the location of a lLLree emlTJY storage 
area and Lase area. Tha !\ltV!. el"ments in the area were troucht i.'1to the 
cor.lplex for further exploration of the ar8a and evaClli1t ion of the captured 
supplies. 

12. Jtesults: Ease Area 101 was successfully interdicted 10y (,10lll&nts of 
the 1st C"valry Division. Extensive aeri"l and eround recoll.'1c.iss().nce by 
"hmbnts of 1/9 C:"V"lry resulted in the location of several eneT.lY storage 
areus, ltCconnaissance in force operations by D Troop re sultec'. in the capture 
of V'"st 1m6unts of enomy munitions, r,18do:cul supplies and weapons. 
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Inclosure 1 to After Action Report for Jelc Stu.rt III. 

SUt.JtGT: Jiftl-r "cticn Report for Oporc:.t ion Cor.manch" Falls 

13. Administro.tive x'B.ttors: Nens 

14. Spccii11 hquipment and Techniques: None 

15 • Cor,lll,~nder t S Analysis: None 

16. Reconnendations: None 
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