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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS
1ST AIR CAVAIRY DIVISION ARTILLERY
APO" 96490

AVDAAR-0O 10 August 3968

SUBJECT. Operational Report of the tst Air Cavalry Division Artillery for
Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFGR~65 (RI)

Commanding General
1st Alr Cavalry Division
APO 96490

1, (C) SECTION 1 OPERATIONS: Significant Activitdes.

a, This reporting period saw the conclusion of Operation DELAWARE,
and the start of Operation JEB STUART III,

(1) Operation DELAWARE was a reconnaissance in force into the A
Shau Valley by the 1st Air Cavalry Division (-2 Bde) and the 3 ARVN Regi-
ment, 18t ARVN Division. Throughout the Operation the 2nd Battalion, 19th
Artillery, and st Battalion, 21st Artillery were in direct z:pport of the
fst and 3d Brigades respectively. Supporting the fires of the two direct
support battalions were B and C Battery, ist Battalion, 30th ‘rtillery

(155 towed) (GSR), and A and C Battery, 2nd Battalion (Aerisl Ar¥ llery),

20th Artillery (GS), Artillery extraction from the A Shau Valley uogan

on 10 May with the movement to Camp Evane of C/1/21 Artillery frem 12
Tiger and B/1/21 Artillery and C/1/30 Artillery from lZ Goodman, On 11
May, A/1/21 (~) moved from LZ Pepper to Camp Evans. The following day
B/1/2) was deployed from Camp Evans to LZ Jack and A/1/21 (=) to 12 Jeanne,
Three tubes of B/1/30 were extracted on 13 May from 1Z Stallion to Camp
Bvans, but inclement weather delayed displacing the remainder of the battery
until 15 May, at which time the entire battery moved by rocad to LZ Sharon.
The sume day A/2/19 Artillery and B/2/19 Artillery were airlifted toeCamp
Bvans from 1Z lucy and LZ Stallion respectively and moved from Camp Evans
to 12 Sharon by road, On 16 May C/2/19 was airlifted from LZ Cesdle to

1Z Sharon, and the two tubes from A/1/21 on Signal Hill were airlifted to
12 Jeanne completing the extraction of artillery from the 4 Shau Valley.
During Operation DELAWARE, the 2d Brigade, t1s% Air Cavalry Division, with
the 1=t Battalion, 77th Artillery in direct support, was under the
operational control of the 3d Marine Division operating in the vicinity

of the Khe Sanh Combat Base, They also operated north of the 3d Marine
Division Headquarters at Dong Ha and participated in Operations SCOTLAND
11 (16 Aprn-?uay)anu&mnnsqm(s-wmt%e).

(2) Operation JEB STUART III began on 171100 May 68, The mission \
of the 1ACD in this operation is to destroy enemy forces, installations,
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AVDAAR-CO 10 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 1st Air Cavalry Division Artillery for
Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI1)

and caches within the 1ACD area of operations with emphasis on NVA Base
Areas 114, and 101, Simultaneously, the division condueted offensive rice
denial operations within the A0, The artillery available to support the
operation consisted of the battalions organic to Division Artillery plus
the attached 1/30 Artillery (155nm How towed) augmented ky A Battery, 1st
Battalion, LOth Artillery (105 SP), tst Battalion, 83d Artillery (8" SP)
(=1 Btry), and éth Battaliom, 33d Artillery (105 towed) (=2 Btry). On
27 May 19€ the 1st Battalion, 30th Artillery was assigned to the tst Alr
Cavalry Division, During the reporting period mwmerous changes wers zade
in the number and caliber of corps artillery units available to the
division, At the end of the reporting period, nonedivisional artillery
supporting JEB STUAKT III consisted of C/2/94 Artillery (8% How SP),
B/6/33 Artillery (105 towed), and A/1/40 Artillery (105 SP),

(3) JEB STURT III has been characterised by frequent saell unit
contact rather than ma jor engagements. All LZ's within thr Division ares
of operations came under rocket and mortar attack during the reporting
period, susta only light casualties and damage with one exception,
At 1920 hours on 19 May 1968, Camp Evans received 12 x 122mm rocket
rounds which impacted in the vicinity of the ammunition supply point,

The resulting explosions completely deatroyed the ammmition supply point
and damaged a number of ajreraft laagered in the vicimity,

(L) The most significant enemy contact during the period occured
during the three days from 27 - 29 June 1968 when elements of the 2d Bde
made heavy contact with the 814th NV. Battalion, 7th Front, in the hamlat
of Binh An (YD 405633) located on the coastal plain mortheast of Queng Tri,
As infantry and armor elements of the 2d Brigade surrounded the enemy
forces, artillery, aerial rocket artillery (AR.), airstrikes, and naval
gunfire delivered devastating fire into the enemy positions resulting in
225 NVA killed and 44 enemy taken prisoner,

b. DBirect Support Artillery.

(1) 2d Battalion, 19th Artillery: The begimning of this quarter
found the 2¢ Battalion, 19th Artillery in the 4 Shau Valley (Operation
DELAWARE) supporting the 1st Brigade in a reconnaissance in force. The
operation was characterised by continuwous moderate contact requiring close

and continuous fire support. On 16 May 1968, the battalion was sxtracted
from the A Shau Valley and continued to provide dir.ct support to ths st
Bde in Operation JEB STUART III conecentrating on base area 101, A
suczessful operation was staged against the enexy, driving Mnm further
into the base area, As a result, 12 Barbara (YD 330335) was estabiiahed
on 10 June. On 28 June, B Battery, iceated on IZ Barbara, wee placed
under the operational cantrol of 1t Batlalion, 77th Artillery, to suppore

3
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the 2d Brigade. During the period 17 May (Operation JEB STUAKT III) to the
present, the battalion hes participated in three joint ARVN/US operations,

two in the coastal area and one in the jungle area, Two of the operations

required the ARVN Artillery to be displaced by 2ir., The /RVN artillerymen

were given air movement training by the 2d Battalion, 19th Artillery, The

2d Battalion, 19th Artillery, is currently deployed as follows:

HHBesovosresvoneeld Betty (YD 3w502)
Btry heseesisoseell Sharon (YD 338&90)
BUrY BeeseesssaolZ Barbara (YD 330335)
Btry Cevececeoeoll Anne (YD 29839’0)

(2) 1st Battalion, 77th Artillery: At the start of the reporting
period the 1st Battalion, 77th irtillery plus A/1/30 irtillery (OFCON) was
in direct support of the 2d Brigade which was OFCON to the 3d Marine Divi-
sion. The battalion partieipated in Operations SCOTLAND II (16 April -

7 May) and CONCORDIA SQU.RE (8 - 17 May 68), On 4 May 1968 A/1/77, located
at 12 Peanuts, (XD €09392), came under 120mm mortar and 122mm rocket fire.
At approximstely 1630 hours throe 122mm rockets impacted on a helicopter
pad in the ridst of approximstely 2000 rounds of 105m ammunition that

had been delivered just prior to the attack. The resultant fire and
explosions, coupled with a direct hit on a 105mm gun seetion rendered pore
tions of,the unit ineffective, Although the cook=off of howitzer ammunition
continued on thru the next day two gun sections econtinue? to funetion.
However, in the pre~dswn hours of § May 1968 1Z Peanuts again received
incoming 120mm mort~r rounds and B-40 rockets coupled with a ground and
sapper attacks The attack was repelled with thirty-two NVA killed inside
the defensive wire. Once 2gain the battery suffered losses in both
equipment and personnel., Upon motification of the sarious losses in both
personnel and equipment that 4/1/77 had sustained, action was taken to
have the unit sxtracted end repositioned at L2 Jane (Base Camp of the 2d
Bde, 1ACD). On 5 May 1968 all personnel and equipment were extracted
from LZ Peamuts in spite of sparadic incoming rounds and continuing
amunition cook-off throughout the day. Simultaneous with the units
extraction the 27th Maintenance Battalion (DS) and all other 1st Air Cav
Div Support Command elements assisted in reconstituting A/1/77 through
the movemsnt of required operable oquipment into 1Z Jane by roac and CH=47
heliecopters, By dusk, 5 May 1968, ./1/77 was in position with the neces=
sary persomel, equirment, and ammunition to continue its mission of
close and continuous fire supfort while continuing to replace ond re-
furnish lost ana damaged equipment. On 17 May, the battalion, in direct
support of 2d Brigade, returmed to control of the 1st Air Cavalry Division
and dispiaced to LZ Jane (YD 380425) to begin operation JEB STUART III.

Or, 23 May 1968, C Battery was moved to 17 Meredith (YD 470209) and placed
OPCON to the 1st Battalion, 21st Artillory. On 9 June, C Battory dis-
placed to its prescnt vosition on 1Z Mooney (YD 445193). On 25 Juns, B
Battery displaced fron 1Z Jane to 18 Carol (YD 343193). The current
deployment of 1st Battalion, 77th Artillery, is as follows:
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HHBQ.Q. Q'.l.....m Jane (YD 3&’&25)
Btl'y A..u.o....m Hardcore (YD l‘l}8510)
] Btw B..........IZ Carol (YD 31‘3193)
Bt!‘y Cococssneeceld Mooney (YD M5’93)

(3) 1st Battelion, 218t irtilleryt The battalion remained in direct
support of tha 3d Brigade throughout Operations DEL:W/RE and JEB STURT IIL.
The battalion (-) returned to Camp Evans from Operation DELAWARE on 9 May
68, A Battery (-) returned on 10 May while 1 platoon of the battery
supported the operation until its termination on 17 May 68, In order to
support the mneuver elements along the coastal plains and base area 114
during the current operation (JEB STULKT III), A Battery (-) was displaced
ta LZ Jearne (YD 551393) on 12 May with the remaining platoon arriving on
17 May, B amd C batteries alternated between LZ Evans (YD 529320) and 12
Jack (YD 495286), B Battery, presently located at Camp Evans, is the base
defense battery and provides artillery support for the 1ACD Training Centes,
The 18t BettnliOn, 21st Srtillery, i curreatly deployed as followss

HHBooesosesesceolZ Evans (YD 529320)
BLrY Aveseccessesl” Jeanne (YD 551393)
Bt!‘}’ Beeseoeooss LZ Evans (YD 529320)
Btry CovseecssselZ Jdack (YD 495286)

c. General Support irtillery.

(1) 2d Battalion (Aerial Artillery), 20th Artillery: During the
period 1-7 May 1968, the battalion was in general support of Operetion
DELAW.RE. . Battery established a forward operational base at 12 Stallion
in the A Shau Valley and provided priority of fires to the 1st and 3d
Brigade elements in the valley, Operations were conducted in the face of
the heaviest anti-aircraft fire encountered by the Division to date, con-
sisting of .50 caliber mechine guns, 23m, and 37tm weapons. B Battery
was placed in a2 general support-reinforcing role to the 1/77 Artillery
in support of the 2d Brigade in the SCOTLiND II A0. Operztions were con-
ducted from LZ Stud (forward operational base) with the 3d Marine Divieion,
On the night of 4=5 May, 1Z Peanuts was assaulted by WA forces, B Battery
rodded continuous fires in defense of the position and contribvuted
signifiemtl to repulsing the attack, Covering fires were provided for the
next two days for the extraction of forces from 1LZ Peanuts and LZ Snapper,
C Battery was in general support and answered calls for fire throughout
the division .0, Two sections were OPCON to /. Battery in the s Shau Valley,
Battalion Headquarters remained at LZ Evans, coordinoting ond controlling
the widespread assots of the battalion, ~ and B Batteries flew mortar
patrol sorties nightly from their forward operational and rear bases,

C Battery patrolled the "rocket belt" south of LZ Evans nightly from 8 -
17 May. Priority of 4 Battery fires were given to 1at and 3d Brigade

b
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slements in the A Shau Valley, On 13 May, . Battery was placed in GSR/2/
19 irtillery. Extraction from 1Z Staliion began on 13 May and continued
through 15 May., This period was maike: by sporadie firing of NVA artillery
on the 1Z, On 15 May the battery forward base closed and the battery
reverted %o a general support role at 1Z Shoron. B Battery closed-out

its fo.ward base at IZ Stud or. % May but continued to provide GSR fires

to 1/77 Artillery, The 2d Brigade conducted operations with the 3d Marine
Division north of Dong Ha during Operation CONCQMDIA SQUARB, From 8 May
through 17 May, B Battery estimated 172 NVA KIA by their fires and was
officially credited for a body count of 66 NVA, CONCORDIA SQUARE
terminated on 17 May, and B Battery reverted to a general support role

at 1Z Jane. C Battery remained in general support of the Division,
Battalion headquarters continued operation at LZ Evans, Rocket/mortar
patrol was conducted nightly a2t 1Z's Bharon, Jane, Evans and Stallion.

On 17 May 68, the battalion commenced Operation JEB STUART III. On 3
July, 1LZ Evans was hit with rocket fire while 1Z Miguel was simultaneously
attacked by NVA forces., C Battery participated in the successful defense
of Miguel throughout the night. On 29 July, B Battery flew 64 sorties and
fired 1325 rockets in support of C/2/12th Cavalry when the unit became
heavily engaged west of LZ Jane, The 2nd C~ttalien (&eri-l /rtillery),
20th /rtillery is currently deplo;.i ar follows:

HHB..--.........LZ mns (YD 529320)

Btl'y AOOOO..OO.QLZ Sharon (!D 338‘590)

Btﬂ B....-.....LZ Jare (YD mus)

Btw C..-.......LZ Evans (!D 529320) !

(2) et Battalion, 30th Artillery: At the begimning of the reporting
period, the battalion remained attached to the Division, . Battery, OPCON
te the 1st Battalion, 77th Artillcry, was located at LZ Srmpper (XD 842346).
B Battery was located at 1Z Stallion in the A Shau Valley with ths mission
of general support, reinforeing the 2d Battalion, 19th Artillery, €
Battery in general support, reinforcing the 1st Battalion, 21st Artillery,
also participated in Operation DELIWARE and was located at 1Z Goodman ‘
(YD 320071). On 17 May, the batt~lion began supporting Operation JEB
STUART III. On 27 May 68, the 1st Battalion, 30th Artillery was assigned
to the 1st /dr Cavalry Division by US/RV General Order 2522, On 5 July 68,
B Battery (-), located at 1Z Sharon, displaced to the Citadel at Quang Tri
(1D 346534) to support a ccmbined operation on the const conducted by ARVN
elsments and elemants of the 1st Brigade, On 22 July 68, two platoons of
C Battery, located at 1Z Mooney, wers airlifted to LZ Maureen (YD 428121)
for the prupose of interdicting the A Shau Valley. One platoon from A
Battery was airlifted from 1Z Jene to IZ Carol (YD 343193) on 28 July 68,
also with the mission of interdicting the A Shau Valley. The st Dittalion,
Joth artillcry, is currently deployed as follows:

5
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HHBosoossoceeasel? Evane (YD 529320)
Btry A 2").00.0012 Janre (YD 380&25)
Btry A (FLT)e..e1Z Carol (YD 343193)
Bt!‘y B g"")o eveelZ Sharon (YD 338h90)
Btry B (PLT)..ee1Z Anne (YD 250401)
Bt!‘y Y 2"')00000.1‘2 Maureen (YD "28'21)
Btry C (PLT)....12 Jack (YD 495286)

(3) Battery E (Avn), 82d Artillery: The battery remained at L2
Evans for the entire reporting period, co-located with Headquarters and
Headquarters Battery, 1st Alr Cavalry Division Artillery. The unit provided
direct and gencral aviation support during Operations DElAWARE (1-17 May
1968) and JEB STUMT III (17 May - 31 July 1968), Aviation support was
provided to Headquarters, Division Artillery, tst Battalion, 30th Artillery,
and the direct support battalions for command =nd control, artillery
adjustment, reconnaissance and surveillance, logistics, and administration.
During the reporting period, 10 of the 16 OH-13 which were assigaed in lieu
of the authorized OH=6 s‘rcraft wcre replaced by OH-6's,

2. Section 2, Lessons Learned: ~ommander's Observations, Evaluations,
and Recommendations,

ee Personnel.

(1) Aviator Experience.

(a) Ovservation: furing the reporting period the level of
avietor axperience has dropped significantly through the replacement of
experienced aviators with newly iroined aviators.

(b) Evaluation: The drop in aviator experience has resulted
in the requirement for extensive unit training, a reduction in mission
capability, and an increase in aivcraft accidents,

(¢) Recommendaticns: That the assignment of avintors provide
a greater mix of experienced aviasturs,

b, Operations,

(2) Enemy Artillery.

(a) Obscrvation: Enemy Artillery can owtrange U,S, artillery
when operations are conducted near national boundaries,

(b) Evaluation: When this division conducts operstions near
nationzl boundaries beyond which the enemy enjoys sanctuary, it can expect

6
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Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR~65 (RI)

to be shelled by enemy artillery which can outrange U.S. artillery available
for alrmobile operati.ns, The enemy artillery positions c~n be attacked

by TAC AIR, but this is not as responsive in the counter-battery role as is
8!‘1’-1113!70

(¢) Recoomendation: A new aimobile artillery weapon or
rocket assisted ammuniticn for current light and/or medium artillery be
developed which would have a range equal to or exceeding that of the 130mm
and 152mm guns available to the enemy,

(2) OQperations with Units Unfomiliar with herial Bocket Artillery

(a) Observation: Coordination and control of ALRA fires presents
a problem when supported units are unfamiliar with ARL operations,

(b) Evaluation: Tt has been found that ground controllers
from units other than those organic to the 1ACD do not understand ARA
employment. They expect the aircraft to fly a low, armed reconnaissance
type run which would enable the pilot to distinguish between friendly
elements and enemy troops as the firing run is made, When close ~nd dis-
creet R/ fires are desired, positive marking of all friendly elements
must be accomplished,

(¢) Recommendntions: Prior to planned operations with units
other than these of 1/CD, liaison should be effected to orient advisors,
artillery liaison officers, and for.ard observers conceming the employ-
ment of AR/, When this is not feasible due to operational requirenents,
14CD Circular 525-8, "BEmployment of ierial Rocket irtillery", doted 15
July 1968, should be diatributeu te the units prior to operationu.

(3) Anti-pircroft Fire Suppcesjon.

(a) Observation: Du:ing operations in the A Shau Vallay
artillery fires were used effectively to suppress anti-aircraft fire,
thereby facilitating airmobile ofperztions,

(b) Evaluation: Coordination between helicoptcrs or fixed
wing aircraft and artillery units con mutually increase the effcctiveness
of airmobile operations,

(¢) Recoumondrtions: Alreraft operating in areas threatened

by anti-aircraft fire should be made aware of procedures for contacting
available artillery units and adjusting artillery fires,

Ce Tra.iningo
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(1) Sendardization Troining for SR Lviaters.

(2) Observation: Most newly assigned aviators are directly
assigned from flight school and require considerable additicnal training
prior to relenss on combnt missions.

(b) Evaluation: Newly assigned aviators on their first
eviation tour assigned to iR/ are weak on in-{ligiit emergency procedures
and require additional training prior to release for combat missions,
These individunls also must be trained in rocket gunnery and artillery
tactics and procedures, The shortcomings of new aviators and a list
of recommended aread to stress in flight school has been provided the
Director of Instruction, U8 Army Aviation School, during a recent visit.

(¢) Recommendation: That CONUS aviation training should
place a greater emphasis on emergency procedures, rocket gumnery and
artillery tactics and procedures,

d. Intelligence,
(1) Imagerv Interprctation. e

(2) Observation: Fhoto missions were of little or no value
due to late receipt of photo interprctation reports,

(b) Evaluation: Requests for photo missions submitted
before and during Operation DELAWAIE were of little or no value © using
units due to late receipt of the photo interpretation reports., 4is an
example, on 2 May, after a DS artillery battalion placed counterfires on
a suspect rocket location, it requested an imnediate photo mission,

The miasion was eventually flown arxi the photos werc received by the
Battalion on 18 May.

(c¢) Recommendations: Initial imocory interpretation read-
out of items of military significance should be expedited t> the using/
requesting unit by RIT or other approprirte slectronic means, Tie photos
£an be forwarded at a later date,

a Jogistics,
(1) Byjlding Matorialg.

(a) Observotion: Due to nirlift requirements, ~ircraft on
forward fire bases laick construction anterinl for fortifications, pare
tieulrxly wooden beams nnd stecl matting roofs, The building of bunkers

8
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"is time consuming and mny times results in fortifications which are not

properly constructed to afford maximum protection.

(b) Yvnluation: Building m~terials are gemerally in short
supply. Some of the material that is obtained is wasted by inexperienced
builders, Often the mnterial is destroyed rather than moved, when a unit
moves, Simple pre-cut trnkers would greatly allevinte the problem of -
procurring materizls ond constructing bunkers,

(¢) Recommendation: That standard pre-cut bunkers be designed
and made aveilable to combrt and combat support units. The bunkers should
be easy to assemble and disassemble,

(2) Zoltdal Steckege of Forword Supnly Baze (FSB) fcconalished by
idpdrop.

(a) Observation: TInitial stock-ge and resupply for the
forward supply base (FSB) in th- L Shau Vrlley (JZ Stallion) was accom-
plished by alrdrop without propzr correlation between operational re-
quirements and types of ammuniiion delivered or with regard to require-
ments for complete rounds for separnte loading and semi-fixed howitzer
ammunition.

(b) Evaluation:

1 The supply build-up at IZ Stallion wzs accomplished
initially primarily by C-130 airdrop with subsequent air landed supplies
upon opening the nir field., The C-~130 drops were initially made in poor
visibility and within WA anti-nireraft range. Thess factors contributed
to wide dispersion of artillery amunitimw mm and 155mm) throughout
the aren making recovery time consuming, ccstly in man hours and in some
cases, prohibitive due to lack of security., The clearing of the drop
zone (DZ) was further complicated initially by insufficiont personnel
and lack of sufficient motor transport,

2 /Airdropped items of artillery ammuniticn were not
corralated with actual requirements, This was particulorly trus of
seperate londing amunition where incomp~table amounts of fuzes, pro-
Jectiles, ~nd propellants were dropped, .dditionzlly, the ~mount of
various types of ammunition, (high explosive, smoke, white phosophorous
and i1lumination) dropped was not in consoance with stated operational
requirements. This difficulty was alleviated with resupply from 1Z Evane,

(e) Recommendations:
1 Sufficient personnel and equipment be inserted early

in the initial supply build-up phase to cope with ¢learing the crop gone
at FSB's,

LOVATDENTIAC
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AVDAAR~CO 10 hugust 1968 [

SUBJECT: Operational Répert of the 1st Air Cavalry Uivision Artillery for
Period Rodine 39 July 1968, KCS CSPGR-65 (RI)

) 2 Aireraft loads or flights be planned to provide com-
Plete rounds of separate loading ammunition,

The quantities of various types of artillery munitions
delivered be comensurate with the tactical requirements specified. This
can best be accomplished by the presence of liaison personnel at .SP's
where ampunition is being prepared for air delivery,

(3) Supely Retrograde Concurrent With Bxixactdon Operations.

(a) Observation: Retrograde of artillery ammunition must be
already fitted to the extraction of maneuver ~nd artillery units,

(b) Evaluation: During extraction from the A Shau Valley,
10-16 Moy 1968, artillery armunition was retrograded at a greater rate
than were the artillery units, This resulted in a2 requirement to airlift
retrograded azmunition to artillery units by CH=47. This was partially
attributed to weather ond visibility cbscurring some 1Z's on which
artillery was employed, thus delaying their extraction, However, it may
also be attributed to the folipwing:

1 Tonnage requirements were stressed by logisticzl
planners with little regard for incividual items,

2 lack of apprecintion for problems relative to com-
plete rounds associnted with seperste loading and semi-fixed artillery
ammunition, i,e., fuze, projectile and propellant charge,

(c) Recommendation: Planning for retrograde of artillery
ammunition must be planncd in det~il, yet must provide for flexibility in
order t0 adjust to changes in the t-ctical situation,

f. Organization,

(1) Liaisop Personnel for the fix Cavalry Division iridllery.

{a) Observertion: Liaison personnel are required fer division
artillery headquarters.

(b) Evaluation: The TOE for Headquarters and Headquarters
Battery, Aiy Cavalry Divisicn Artillery (TOE 6~701T), makes no provision
for liaison personncl., The need for these personnel was again demorstrated
during Operations DELLWARE ~nd JEB STUART III in which division artillery
headquarters was requi.red to fumish liaison to the 3d Regiment, ist ARVN

10
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AVDALR-CO 10 August 1968
SUBJECT: Oparational Report of the 1st Air Cavalry Division Artillery for
Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSF(R-65 (RI)

Division, For over two years, the addition of liaison personnel has been
recommended through MTOE action, '

(¢) Recommendntion: That division artillery headqunrters
be authoriz~® " . ison personnel consisting of three officers and 2ix mN.
(MTOE propc :..- will continue to reflect this requirement).

e, Other., None,

S LS

1 Incl WILLI:M R. WOIFE JR.
Organization, 1ACD Arty Colonel, Artillery
Comnanding

1
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' ‘; AVIAGS (19 fveust 1068)  1st Ird
SURJWCT:  Orerational Penort of the lat 4ir Cavalry Division irtill-rv for
Temod ndins 31 July 196*

: 1st Adr Cavalre Mvis‘mm, #10 :"n "rancj%no 04497 1 19 Mmemst, 1040
! CG, FCV, ATTM: 73 "WT, AFC San F‘ranciano 043nA

1o Attached is the Operati~-nal Renort 1e-sons vearned of tha 1lst Ai~ Navalrr
™Mviston Artillers for the re~iod emd’ne 31 Julv 1749,

2. Oistribution is beine made in accordans: with A2 §25-1%,

AR Wb
1( o ‘z

FR '8 g0 okming T

T ".»“.?'5"’"”.?'{

f'hiﬂ“ of Steff
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AVII-GCT (10 Aug 68) 2d Ind MAJ Sanderson/wd /2504 }b

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the lst Air Cavalry Division Artillery ‘
for Period Ending 31 July 1948, RCS CSFOR~65 (R1)

DA, HO, XXIV Corps, APO 96308 29 August 1948

T0: Commanding General, 1lst Air Cavalry Division, APO 9ALS0

1, Reference USARV Reg 525-15,

2, The inclosed ORLL (1st ACD Arty) is returned for action renuired by
paragraph 5g, reference regulation.

3. Request the ORLL fogether with comments and/or recommendations mentionad
in paragraph 2 above, be retwned to this headruarters NLT 4 Septembar 1948,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

~E /.
H. R. TAYLOR
CPT, AGC

Asst AG

13
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AVDACS (29 Aug 68) 34 Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 1st Air Cavalry Division Artillery for
Period Ending 31 July 1968 RCS C3FR-65 (R1)

1st ACD, AP0 94490 1 Sep 68

Cammanding General XXIV, ATTN: G-3 D&T, APO 96302
1. Reference USARV Reg 525-15, para 58

2. Concur with basic report,

FOR THE CQMMAIDZR:

\
5 '
i
t

.. CONRAD L STANSBWRRY
ca, G
Chief of Staff

4
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVII-GCT (10 Aug 68) 4th Ind MAJ Sanderson/jas/2506 J‘
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 1st Air Cavalry Division Artillery
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CS FCR-65 (R1) (U)

_ DA, HQ, XXIV CORPS, AP0 96308 11 September 1968
T: Commanding General, United States Army, Vietnam, APO 96375

1o (U) The inclosed ORLL, 1st Cav Div (AM) Arty, is forwarded in accordance with USARV
Reg 525-15.

2. (C) Comments on Section 2, Lessons Learned: Comrander's Observations, Fvaluations
and Recommendations, are listed below.

a. Item: Aviator experience, page 6, para 2a(1). Concur and recommend the rec-
ords of experienced aviators be screened by higher headquarters for aerial rocket ar-

tillery experience and assigmments of experienced ARA aviators made to those positions
when feasible,

b. Item: Enemy artillery, page 6, para 2b(2).
(1) This paragraph has been nunbered incorrectly; it should be 2b(1).

(2) Concur with recommendation. Extended range, rocket assisted projectiles (RAP)
are presently under development, as is a new 155mm self propelled gun-howitzer. The
new weapon, however, will not be Phase I or II air transportable.

co Item: Operations with units unfamiliar with aerial rocket artillery (ARA),
psge 7, para 2b(2). Concur. The following action is being taken to familiarize for-
ward observers with characteristics and adjustments of all types of artillery:

(1) 6th Bn, 33d Arty has initiated a forward observer school of five days dura-
tion for forward observers from the 1st Cav Div (4M). The course will begin in early
September and will include ARA, naval gunfire, COFRAM, and all other phases of artil-
lery observation (the ARA portion will be taught by 1st Cav Div instructors).

(2) This training will be evaluated by HQ, XXIV Corps Arty for possible Corps-
wide application.

de Item: Standardization training for ARA aviatcrs, page 8, para 2¢(1). Concur
and recommend US Amy Aviation School take into consideration those areas to stress
in training that were provided the Director of Instruction by 1st Cav Div Arty.

e. Item: Imagery Intercretation, page 8, para 2d(1).

(1) Concur with recommendation for rapid dissemination of photo interpretation
(PI) reports. The following has been accomplished to speed delivery of btoth PI re-
ports and photoprints,

-
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVII-GCT (10 Aug 68) A4th Ind 11 Sep 68
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 1st Air Cavalry Division Artillery
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CS FOR-65 (R1) (U)

(a) Photo reports containing significant tactical items are telephoned to Corps
G2 Alr by III MAF within 4 - 12 hours after the aircraft lands, Corps G2 Air further
disseminates the information to divisions by telephone.

(b) Det 45, 1st MIBARS is now operational at Phu Bai. This detachment makes

supplementary P1 reports, reproduces photos as required and assures timely delivery to
all divisions.

(2) The experience of Corps Artillery during Operation Thor is provided to assist
other units in planning special operations. '"During counterbattery operations conducted
along the DMZ, RTT messages were tranmmitted to control headquarters giving readouts
of photo missions flown only hours before. This system provided for engagement of new
targets within a reasonable time frame and also provided targeting informatior ifor up-
dating and deleting targets fired on prior to photo missions. A responsive system
must include, as a minimum, a direct communications link with the facility providing

PIR and regularly scheduled photo recon flights which may be diverted as necessary
through liaison persomel."

f. Item: Building materials, page 8, para 2e(1). Concur with recommendation,
however, the provision of standard pre-cut bunkers will not alleviate the problem of
unit destruction in ljeu of movement., Recommend this problem be addressed at division
level by the Division Engineer. Due consideration should be given to:

(1) The technique and procedures used by division units.
(2) The availability of various types of material to the division.

g+ Items: Initial stockage of forward supply base (FSB) accomplished by airdrop,
page 9, para 2¢(2), and swply retrograde concurrent with extrection operations, page
10, para 2e(3). Concur with recommendations, however, both these problems can be
effectively resolved at division level,

h, Item: Liaison personnel for the air cavalry divieion artillery, page 10,
para 2£(1). Concur with recommendation. Armor, Infantry and Mechaniged division ar-
tillery headquarters and headquarters battery (TOE A-302G) are authorised liaison
sections; the need for a liaison section for the comparable organization in an air-
mobile division would be equal if not greater.

e >
A ferdb -
R T&&on

FOR THE COMMANDER:

CPT, A
Asst AG
Cy Fum:
HQ, 1st Cav Div (A¥) (b

HQ, 1st Cav Div Arty

CONFIDENTIAL




3
H
i
1
1

AVHCC-DST (10 Aug 68) 5th Ind (0) i'AJ Ulingman/hga/IBN 4433
SUDJECT: Operational Deport of the lst Air Cavalry Division Artillery
- for Period Ending 31 July 1968, 1C3 CIFOR-65 (1)

Fa

IEADOWARTERS, UNITED STATES AICY VIDTHAN, APO San rancisco 96375 8 0CT 1968

TO: Cormander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOF-IT,
AP0 96558

1. (U) .This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Zeport-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1948 from lleadquarters,
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) Artillery.

2. (0) Comments follow:

a. lelerence iteu concerning aviator experience, page 6, paragraph
2n: This headquarters does not control the input of experienced aviators
to USATYV. llowever, in assigning aviators asong the major subordinate
cormands, this headquarters exercises stringent control to ensure that
each command recelves a proportionate share of experienced aviators.

The distribution ol experienced oviators Athin ony major sutordincte
cormand 1s correctl; the prerogative of its commonder.

b, leference item concerning enewy artillery, pase 6, paragrapn 2u(1):
Zoncur in need for nirmotile artillery wcipon and/or rocket assisted
wanition to previde greater range Jor airmonile artillery. As coment
2=(2), 4th Indorsement indicotes, this 15 currcitly wnder “evelopuent.

¢, Telerence iten concerning standardization training for A™A Avistors,
pare 9, paragraph 22(1): Concur dth tue recormeadstion for grecter
c.aphasis on inflight eiergency procedwes. This recormendation was given
to the Director ol Instruction, Loi/ViS dusing lds visil Lo WAV L July
19462, onconcur with the recoilsendution thst USALID plice Lore eupuasis
on rocket gunnery and artillery tactics and procedures. .vigtors in
troining at the Avistion Sciool zie not identificd for speciclized assign-
neals, such s zerdal artillery. any odditionzl specialized ticining would
be cceomplished at the expense of Lasic ~viztor training.

d. Geference iteuw coicerning liagery interpretation, page 3, paragiaph
2d(1); and 4th Indorseuent, ileadruarters, .LIV Corps, page 1, paragraph
2e: Concur. .Jction initlated Ly leadquarters, ZAIV Corps to speed delivery
ol imsgery interpretation reports vill ;reatly cssist in getting the infor-
aation to the requesting unit in time for t.c information to be of value.

e. Lelerence ites concerning bullding materials, page 8, pasragraph
2e(1): Concur with recamendation that pre-cut Lunkers be used when
feasible. The use ol steel matting in Lunker roofs is not authorizec.
It is structwrally unsourd under iampact loade.

17
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 CONFIDENTIAL

AViCCDST (10 Aug 68) 5th Ind (C) _ (R :
SUNJZCT: Operational Report of the lst Air Cavalry Livision Artillery
for Period Ending 31 July 1958, C3 CSFOL=65 (i1)

f. leference item concerning liaison personncl for thc lst Cavalry
Tivision (Alrmobile) Artillery, page 10, poragraph 2f(1); and 4th Indorsc-
sent, paragraph 2hi, The requirement for a liaison section in the I'D of

he lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile) Artillery is recoguized as a necessmy
addition to that unlt; however, due to the criticcl space shortage, it is
not possible to honor the request. The followlng alternatives have been
provided the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmotile) Artillery:

(1) Swbndt an LTOD for I, lst Javalry Division (Airmosile) (-701T
rellecting the required personnel.

(2) 1In order to expedite the requested increase in authorizatiou, it
is recorriended that nine trade-off spaces ¢ identified. The L.TCZ for
alfected units should he submitted simultaneously. The trade~ofl spaces
cannot be provided from units included in the LA directed standardization
procrai.

SOL TR COLLALDG

Sy furn:
i XV Co
‘N 1st Cav Div (A1) Arty
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GPOP-DT (10 Aug 68) 6th Ind (U) _
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 1lst Air Cav Div Arty
for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65

(R1)
]
HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 2100719

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army, Washington, D, C., 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and

forwarding indorsements and concurs in the report as
indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

| G

C. L. SHORTY
CPT, AGC
At AG
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Organization; ist Air Cavalry Division Artillery

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery

Btry E (kviation) 82d Arty

2d Battalion, 19th Artillery
Hgs, Hqs and Svec Btry; A, B, C Batteries

1st Battalion, 2ist Artillery
Hqs, Hgs and Sve Btry; A,'B, C Batteries

1st Battalion, 77th Artillery

- Hqs, Hqs and Sve Btry; A, B, C Batteries

2d B: *talion (Aerial firtillery) 20th Artillery
Hqs, Hqs and Svc Btry; A, B, C Batteries

tst Battalion, 30th irtillery (assigned)
Hqs, Hqs Btry, Svec Btry, A, B, C Batteries

P1t (=), Btry C, 4th Battalion, 60th Artillery (OPCON)
L x M55's, 4L x Mi2'y, 4 x M23 xenon Searchlights

Inel 1t
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