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Combét Cperations After Action Report - Opera?liion CONCORDIA SQUARE
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DEP.RTHENT OF THE ARwMY

1ST AIR CAVALRY DIVISION

APO 96490

Commanding Gemeral |
lst 4dr Gawalyy Division

- 3 June 1963

LOGATTON: _ Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Province, RVN (See Incl 1)

AP0 Q€490 e
(U) OPERATION: CONCORDIA SQUARE )
(V) PERIOD COVERED: 081600 May 68-17110Q May &8,
(U)-...
(U) COMMAND HESDQUARTERS: 2d Brigade, ist Air Cavalry Division
(U) REPORTING OFFICER: Oolonel Robert N, Mackinnon
€0, 2d Bde, 1st Air Cav Div

(C) TASK CRGANIZATION:
a. HHC 24 Bde ,
b, Maneuver Units N

1.5 Gav

2-5 Cav

Ce

do

Arty Support

1-77 Arty (~ C Btry)
A1-30 Arty (GS)
Other

B~8 Engr Bn

2d F3E

B-15 ¥ed BEn )
24 Pib A4 15 S&S Bn _
Be27 Maint - -
24 P1t, 545 MP Co ‘ :
2 Squads 25th P1lt (Scout Dog)
TH, 191 MI Det :
TM, 5 WHTR Bn

TM, 7 PSIOPS Bn

M, 37 RBU o

PIO TM, 15 Admiun e
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7. (C) INIELLIGENCE: ¢ A/ P4 /7'7 7

8, Weather, Climatic conditions as forecasted for the Ding Ha area
prevailel during the operation and did not seriouly hamper airmcbile operations
tthin the 40. Ground haze was excombend twice until mid-morning, with unlimited
cellings and visibi®iity there after. Precipitaion was negligible. Wind averaged
o=0 knots from the MW with the temperature ranging from 74~99,

b, Terrain, The 2nd Bde operated in Northern Quang Tri province
alaig the eoastal plains, Scrub brush wes the predeminant type of vegetation
in he area, Tree stand, ditches, and sand dunes restrict ground observation
and fields of fire to 150 meters, Movement was generally unrestricted through-
out the A0,

¢, BEnemy, Unite ldentified in combtact with elements of the 2nd Bde
were zd Bn and 3rd Bn's 48 Regh, 320th Div; 1Cth Ba (Trans) 320th Divs 15th
Trans to; 48th Reghbs 5th Trans Co 9th Group; 228Eh Bn, 350th Regt, 330th Div;
330 Dir Hg Uo; 19th Bn, 27th Regt. 304th Div; 7th Bn, 56th Regh, 324th Div.
(A1 corfirmed by POW), Elements of the 2nd Bdé were in mbderate to heavy
contach “hroughout the Operabion. o
8, () MISSION: Conduct combat operations within A0 to locate, destroy
or captute the evemy and to inmterdict his infiltration route. . T
Y N

",

9. 'C) COWCEPT OF OPERATTON: - : ey
a. The @4 Brigade depioyed from the Scotland IT AO to the vicinity

¢f Dong Ha prior to the commencsment of Operation Concordia Square, At 081600 .

Hay 68 the 24 Brigade assTimed Gantrol of the A0 {Tncl 1} with two (2) Air Cavelry

batteliions, 1-5 Cavy and 2-5 Cav.

b, The 1-5 Cav was responsible for the Southern portion of the AQ
with the CP located abt Firebase C-l, On 11 May 68, 3-5 Cav was tasked with the
mission of providing ) Company to secure HwY 1 within their A0 up'to Firebrse
C « &, This requirement continued throughout the Operation, On 11 May 68, the 7
1-5 vav was reinforced w%h a tank piatoon from Company C, 3d Marine Tank .
Battalion, - R S e :

A

¢, The 2-5 Cav was respongible for the Northern half of the AO (Inel -
1). Their CP was located at Deng Ha, initially, but deployed to Firebase Gwl
on Il-May 8. On 16 May 68, 2-5 Cav conducted a Joint operabtion with the lst
ARVN Division to open Highway 1 from Firebases Cel %o A2,

d. During the entire o¢peration the 2d Brigade CP was loczted at Dong-
Ha with its rear elements located at LZ Jane,

. @ In Operation Concorcia Square the 2d Ble had available. the follow-
ing fire supporta . - e —— e TR w2 5 8 s

(1) Artillery
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(a) ” 7%h Arty (105M Towed) ~
. ry T
¢ Btry
A Brty 1st Bn 30th Arty (155MM Towed) QOPCON 1-77

(b) B Btry, 2d Bn 20th Arty (4RA) Reinforcing,

" (e} The irtillery organic and attached to the 3d Marine
Division Artillery was also availible and consisted of J05MM howitzers,
155MM howibzers, 175MM guns, 8 in Howitzers and 4,2 mortars.

{2) Air Support: Close air support was availisble from the Tth
Air Force,

(3) Naval Support: Naval ships, to include both cruisers and
destroyers were in general suppart of the 3d Marine Div.

f, Avaition support was provided by Brigade AVN along with lst Air
Cavalry Divisional resources from the 1lth Aviation Group, The following is a
recapitulation of avistion support provided to the 2¢ Bde: )

(1) UHIH S pport

SORTIES HRS CARGO (TONS)
T\,
227th AHB 665 150 114
229th HHB 51 156 & - :
24 Bde Avn LT7L 118 2
. TOTAL . 170 1O, 175
(2) OH-13 G « 7 o \
HRS
2d Ble Avn 143
(3} CH~47
SORTIES HRS GARGO f, T"NS)
228th ASE3 _11.2 27 L2o

© 8o Aerial Recomnaisance was provided by Brigade Sv‘outs and by teams
from 4 Troop 1-9 Cavalry, A 1-9 Cav had availible as an average, ome red (gun)
team and one white (scout) team daily in support of 2d Br:.gac*e, .

(1) General: The 24 FSE continued %o S‘.lpp_OI"b the 2d Bde combad -
operations and the Marine LSU continued to substitute for the FSA,

(2) Supply & Services: Provided by the Marine Clags I yard,
' _DOWNGRADE AT 2 YEAR INTERVAL P
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(a) Glass I: Class I at Dong Ha met the requlremerrts of
the Brigade. . e . .

(b} Class II & IV: The supply of Class II did not meet the
requivements of the Brigade. There was a limited supply of clothing, boots,
socks, towels, heat tabs etc., Supply of barrier material (Class % was unsatis—
factory since lumber Was nch available,

(¢} Class ITT: Class III items were limited but sufficient
to meeb minimm requirements, .

{d) Class V: Class V items were sufficient,

‘ ‘ (e) La.undry and Bath: Laundry services were available ab -
Quang Tri., No bath unit was a,va:L*aLbiLeo ‘

(£) Water Point: The waber po.wt at Dong Ha did not have a
pump which is necesgsary to i‘_ll the waber blivots which are slung out to field.

(3) Transpox*batmonz
{a} Land: Satisfactory - o A
(b) Air: Satisfactory ‘
AT, EYESULION: : S T
a. Operations during Concordia Square were characterized by heavy
contaets ccecuring bobh fraa daylight and night opgratlons. Conbact was estab:-

lished with numerous differwey: .epemy units since the main infiltration route
passed thru the Bde 40, 2-% Cav experienced oubstanding suscess conducting

company size nlgh‘t. ambuehee-" to inbterdict this infiltration route, Almost as a
routine, Firebase C~L reccuved artillery fire a,t appro*am“ly 1800 hours daily,

b. The Tirst major contact involved all companies of the 1-5 Cavalry
vicinity of YD 2367 (See Incl 1) when, on 9 May 58; they made contact with an
estimated enewy battalion, Friendly casuslities from the contact were 17 KIi
and 42 Wis. On 10 May 1948 after artillery and airstrikes wers placed in the
area through out the night, the 1-5 Cav_gwept the area resulting in 147 NVA
KTa & 57 individual weapons and 10 crew-served weapons capbured

c. Also, on the night of 10 May 1968 D 2-5 Cav conducted a company
size zmmbush vicinity of YD 24,3707 (See Inel 1), A% 2205 hours,; an infiltration
group of approximatly 200 NVi moved to within 2; meters of the ambush before the
commard to open fire was given, The results of this highly successtul ambush ~
were 47 Wi KIa, 2 NVu -W 5, 10 individual weapons ﬂapuured and no friendly
"a.uu&th_v.es, T C - e

=

d, On 11 May 1968, 4,B, & D’ 1-5 Casr made conbact with an urknown size
enemy force vicinity of YD 243673 (See Incl 1) resulting in 5 US KIA and 21 US
Wli. Ernemy casualities from the initial combact were 47 NVA KIL ard L :mdividual
weapone and two ercw served weapons captured. afber exbensiv
and airstriles were -1;=cn'° _in the ares _through the rw’"c ana in

6 tbg h.pjct d"‘"fﬂ

the 1-5 sweep the area ‘f‘lrd:rg ar sdditional ; 25 NV g'in al\'ml.al WEARONS
o DU A N ; ’i‘ 3 I8.R IWIERV..L
e .,.DECL. SITTIED AFYER 12 TE.RS
-, _COMEg EhIFrg - TDUD BIR 500,70
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and one crew served wea” Total enemy losses from the act were 82 NVi
KI4 end 72 individual a crew-served weapons captured,

e, On 14 May 68, D 2-5 Cav again conducling a company size nighu
ambush engaged 50 individusl vicinity of YD 243693 (See Inel 1} resulting in
20 NVi KIA, and 5 individual weapons and 1l ¢rew sérved weapon Caphireda

f. Heavy contact was established by two companies cf the 2-5 Cavalry
with an estimated reinforced enemy babttalion vic YD 248742, Conbact was broken
and ‘artillery and airstrikes were called into the area for the next two days.
The battle area was never swept due to the termination of the Operation,

12, {(C) RESULTS OF OPER,TION:

NV. KIf 2L 4

PW 15 S
DETATNEE 18 .

¢/s WeHs 21

IDIV WPNS  13@
LG CiL RDS 92

s/1. RDS 260
HG/MINES 28
US KIa 25 _ .
US Wi 117

13, LESSONS LEARNED:
a, Markirg Panelss

(1) Observation; Marking friendly positioné with smoke grenades
can draw indirect enemy fire,

(2) Evaluation, During the opcration the enery possessed the
capability of employing accurate indirect fire on friendly positisns, If smoke
grenades were used to mark friendly locations for aircraft, the enemy could use
it as a target for artilléry. I% was found that the use of marker parels served
to merk Ffriendly positions as well as swmoke grenades, wibhout drawing artillery
fire, Wheén US issue panels were not availible, fisld expedient mebhods were used,

(3) Recommendation: When the enemy has the capability to deliover
accurate indirect fire, marker panels should be used to mark friendly locations
instead of smoke grenades, - S T

b Tark-~Infantry:

e - o . . > .

- ¥ ke T s T g A
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(ORI T oK.
(1) Observation. The use of armor_in conjuction with infantry
in attacks against fortified enemy positions is a hlghj_y successful tactic,

(2) Evaluation, 1-5 Cav employed a platoon of tanks in suppord
of an operation against a fortified village, The tanks were pos::bloned with
the assaulting infantry, The tanks dellvered suppressive fires with their .50
caliber machine guns and dellvered accurste bunker destruction fires with their
main armement, The suppressive fires allowed the J_nfarbry to advarce within
cloge proximity of enemy positions in order to mop up the bunkers stunned or
breached by the tanks main armament, Helicopters were employed as air cover .
to detect and neutralize enemy anbi-tank measures,

(3) Recommendation, Commanﬁers should consider the use of tanks
against fortified positions whenever they are available, The added accurate
firepower, ‘shock action and mobility enables the advancing :Lnfan""‘ry to close "
with and finish the enemy while restrlctmg cas uaiiulcsa

Co Night imbushes,

T N - .= -

(a) Obsurvatlon. When the enemy is not familiar w:Lth the terra:m
night operatlons s especially r.Jzﬂ:)uslrles, can be highly successful.

(2) Evaluation. The main infiltration rowte from the North :Ln‘f,o
this part of the ares passed through the 2-5 Cav i0., One company would conduf‘”b
limited operations during the day and establish night ambushes, The infiltration N
groups from the North wereg not famliar with the terrain.and recelved | poor tra:rm ;
ing pZ'lOI‘ to infiltrating, Enemy elements had Iit%le or no security in i‘ront q,i
their main body and were easy prey to a well established ambush, -

7

(3) When operating in an ares which has known infiltration routeis,

night operations should be emphasis as rmugh as : mush _as possible, .

e -

FOR THE COMMANDER: o T

i j}’p e TE
RE’P’F D DRISCOLL
s g ;Lsf. 3 LT, mfanhry
Asst, Adjutans
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