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r REPRODUCED ATTHE NATIONAl ARCHIVES ~ 

SUDJECT: Ai·~j0:' ~i\.I;·t.ion Report: Ope~.tion by 3rd D::::~c (S0p)" 1 Cf'.j C:::v I'i v 
\~1)~ 5- .... 12 I\'ovember 1971 to Recover US Pr:i.soners of We:..' 

Commr.ndinG GonGr~l 
Third Ree:ion~ Assisknce COI!lt1..'!l d 
!PO r.n-Country 96375 

1. (C) Preparrtion. COL:llIlC1.nc~nG Genere.1, 3rd Dc1.e (Sep), 1st C:'.v Div 
(Ali) on 4 Ibvember 1971 rocei vec1 mission from He.! TRAC to conduct l:'. 
combr.t oporrtion to loc~.tel:'.nd evr.cUr.te llr.mricr.n Prisoners of Ur.r in 
the Dinh Quen r.rec.. A Specir.l Operr.tion Terl!!. from MACSOO, Tt!sk Force 
1AE (c. coabr.t RcnGor TerrIl of 515 personnel), wr.s plt.ced OPCOI,T to CG, 3rd 
Dele for the durction of the opere.tion. ·Doteiled str.ff plrnnin::.; r.nc~ 
limiteti. visu:-l reconnciss~.l1ce lrere conc.~uctec.1 on 5 November 1971, follollOc 
by c Dc:e str.ff concept briefilli;; to r.pproprir.te COJll[1£'.nders; Operrtion 
Orcer 9-71 (Inclosure 1 ) \rlt'.S publishe(~ shortly thereafter which outlined 
the mo plan for C.CCOIilplish1nc the mission. ' '" 

2. (C) Gonercl Concept. The 3re. DelE) orer.nized t! t!'.ilorec1 tc.sk force 
consistinc of c. fonIr·.rC. we Tesk Force CP element, cn Aimobile Infe.ntry 
Dcttrlion, three six I1lt.'.n Dc1e Rall(;er Tet!.llls, r.n Air Cavr.lry Troop, TF 1AE, 
l:'.nd t! slice of too Dc~e cvir.tion lift, MEDEV1.C, flareship, end Sunship 
support. ThE) operr-.tion \-InS plr.nnec: to bE) conducted in three phc.ses. 
Phe.se I wr.s tho c.eployaent of TF Gerry Owen to the obj ecti ve a:>ec; inser
tion C1Ul positioninG of TF 1AE forces, r.nc seizure of en Americcn POW. 
Pbf.se II yes to be ~~or development of the situction end exploi~.tion 
to loce.te cc~citionr.l powts sus "I') 0 ctec1 to be in II "Shelter ll eree. Phf'.so 
III lor.s to bo commitment of 2-5 Cc.v ip the conduct of nom.el opere.tions 
in the c.ret! r-.Il::: c.oployment of TF Gerry Owen forces to hOIilO str.tion. 
Durr.tion of the operc.tion WC.S ost:iI!w.tec1 ct five c..1fYs. The Dde OPClID 
depicted severt.l plr.nnin~; options and other dete.ils. 

3. (C) Execution. ProGression of events 'WS es folIous: 

e.. 04 Nov 71 - CG 3rd Ik10 recoive<.1 mission fron CG TRAC. 

b. 051700H - Due steff concept briefinc for commc.ncers cue steff et 
Dele CP (Lien Hoe). Iesire expressed by CO TF 1AE to COlTILlOnCe operctions 
on 7 l'bv rr.ther than 6 Nov, e.s tcx collection point would not be opere
tionc.1 on SUl'l(1cy, 7 Nov 71. 
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st 

' __ '1 ' .- - _lbe:..~ 'i9'!1 to Recover US Prisoners of W~r 

c. 070830H "" :eGC TF CP c1epcrtec.l for LZ Rock (YT47733S) by OlI-/ .. 7 
helicopto::.' • 

d. 0?'11GGH '" TF C:? operrtioncl.. 

e. 071,45:;H - Asst"':uJjj Teco D (two beck up teems n'UI?lbering 23 men) of 
TF 1AE ~rr:i:ve:L t't :'·Z Mr.k by UH-1 H helicopter. 

f. 07171,53.... l'lr,reship ('.ne: elements of D-229th A1:lD in position c.t 
Rock. 

g. 071920H - Ass,ult Ter.m A (20 men) of TF 1AE inserted by CH-47 
ct LZ N~ncy (YT565.3G5). 

h. 071940H - TF 1AE{-) boL:;cn t1l'ounc~ me,reb to objective !'·re~ from l{'"!ncy. 

i. 00060011 - 10 ship reedy-flight, 2 sections AFA, lEDEVAC on 
stction ct Mace; D-229th AHD on st.-tien r.t Rock. 

j. 091700H - Flc.resl!ip positioned ct rock. 

k.. 090020H - XF ficreship c.1ispc.tch:::c1 cs airborne :relcy; Rr.sh FAC 
cirborno rel~y cborted due to cc1verse weethcr conditions between objective 
e.rea r.nd Bien HoC' .• 

'-", 
1. 09Q600H - All TF circrcft in position rae.ely to respond to situr.tion 

requi:t'Gl!lents. 

m. 090710H ... TF 1AE reported thr.t it wns m:i.sorlented. 

n. 091210H -TF 1AE lo~ted by JUH-1H cl.rcrcf't.. Ioce.tion pE'ssocl 
to cOIi:!iDl'.nc.1er on ground by TF Gerry Otlen COIlllDrnc1er. TF 1AE wr.s positioned 
short (ecs-c) of the objective by 1700 I:leters. 

Oe 09'\630H - FIr. res hip posi tioneo. c.t Rock:. 

p. 092100H - TF 1AE(-) resumed movement to objective erea. 

q. 100555H ... All r.ircrcf't in position rec.c1y to respond to situction 
requ:trerl!:m-t.s .. 

r. 101630H - FleI'Gship positioned r'.t Rock. 

s. 10:2100H - TF 1AE{-} reported its loct'.tion cs 150m from the 
objective ~:''"eu. 
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A~J})i.:I'~r.P '14 NoveTaber 1971 
Si;D-:ECl' : After Action Report: Oper:·.tion L'y' .3rc1 Lde (Sep), 1 st C:-v D:t v 

(PJ.i), 5-12 November 1971 to Recover US Prisoners of Vier 

t. 102200H - Received intelligence report from US A:~visor, Dinh 
CJucn, of current tr'.x collection opere,tiona rlone the trc.i1 le::'.(11nc to 
t..'1e objective c.ree. Intcllit;;once forwrrl1ec. to TF 1AE (-). 

u. 111.3.30H - TF 1,AE (-) (.1isprtchec1 six mr.n torn to recon objective 
Crec.. 

v. 1116.30H - Flr.resldp poSitioned c.t Rock. 

'W. 112300H - TF 1,AE(-) hecrd severr.l shots fired nerr the objective 
e.re('· from their c.sserdbly l".Tec. TF 1,AE (-) suspectec: recon tec..m mcht be 
in trouble. 

x. 120600H - All ['.ircrci't on st['.tion. 

y. 120650H - TF 1,AE (-) reporte0. they h£'.d not been in contrct "With 
their six nrn reCon te:-.D for r. consic1err.ble penoe!. of tine. 

z. 120915H - Recon teen cr.llo:~ on "UHF Gucrd Freqll requestine 
e:>.."trc.ction. 

all. 1209.30H - ttPink Te('.llllf from D Trp, 229t11 Af':;D leer.ted r.n(~ oxtrr.ctec1 
the recon teClJ.. 

bb. 1210.30H - TF 1AE(-) extrt.ctec1 by D Trp, 229th AlE. 

cc. 121200H - 2-5 Cr.v becc.n insertion of its units. Aree. of oper"tion 
turned over to CO, 2-5 Cav. 

dd. 121205H - Dc~e Rcngor Tec.ms 76,71, c.nc1 72 insertion completed. 

ee. 121215H - Renger TecJ:1 reley site oper..tion[~ c.t Nc.ncy. 

ff. 121.300H - D Co, 229th MID released to Dc1e control for conduct of 
normcl operrtionse 

ea. 121:3?5H - TF 1AE completed return mOVeIlent to lone Tb.".nh by CH-47 
helicopter fron Rock. 

bh.. 1 ~ 500H - TF CP becr.n movement by rece. convoy to Dien Hon. 

ii... 'j21635H - TF CP closed Dien Hoe. 

j j (, "': 2"i -II 51! - 2-5 Cc.v il1sertions completed. 
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AVDAGT .... P 14 November 1971 
SULJECT: After Action Report: Operr-tion by 3re. Lee (Sep), 1st Cav Div 

(AM), 5-12 rbvomber 1971 to Recover US Prisoners of War 

4. (C) Sl.lmtu>ry. 

a. Tl!sk Force 1AE (-) wrs oxtrf.cted c.t the request of their c()tllIlf'nc1er, 
on the [,'l'OUllC, five doys r.fier insertion. The TF 1AE (-) beccme disorientet: 
the first niGht when w.!lkincr off FSt Ncncyj es c result, only 1000 meters 
\/ere covered tlurine the first niGht IS movement. On the fourth niCht. (10 
lbv) the TF 1AE COIilIllcnder reported he w.S in position, c.p;,roxim;-tely 150 
meters f'raIl the objective r:rer.. While in the el!lbush site position, 10-12 
Nov 71 J C. tc-x collection point V'.s not observed to be estr.blishc(\ by TF 1AE. 
The TF 1AE COIIIIilCllcer f'elt bis position m;:-y he.ve been coopromised ec.rly in 
the operr'.tion due to the density of WOo(~cutters end other personnel in 
the cree. The cref. of operc.tion contr.ine(: nUi:l.eroUS uz:u:n. .... rkec~ trr.ils t.folich 
mece orientr.tion c1irticult. These fr.ctors required TF 1AE (-) to move 
with inorec.seG cr.ution, bincering desired qUickness of' movement to the 
obj ecti va c.ree.. 

b. US Air Forco "&'sh FACti pilots end US Army Avif.tors performed 
cam.rc.bly enc professionr.l1y curing extreme edverse nichtti.Ioo \-ref.thor --, 
conditions "Thile Iill'.intcl.ning an eirborna relc.y t·thich insured contlmwus 
communicc.tions Yi th the Ground element. 

C. During the Tesk Force Gt:'.rry Owen COl!IIll!'.nderls c;ebriefinG of the 
TF 1AE(-) personnel, upon extn;ction on 12 Nov 71, it w.e discovered thet 
c woo(~cutter ~d been tied to c tree on 9 Nov 71 to prevent cOI!IPromise of 
the operc.tion. A 3rc.1 Dc1e n Pink" Teem (one 0R-6A E'.nd one AH-1 G) was 
Cispctchec: to the eree'. with two members of the extrccted task force t:'.nd. 
the woodcutter ~s released. 

d. The operr-.tion \reS concluded with the insertion of the three 
trigr.de Renger Tel'.m5 l'.nd the 2-5 Ccv in multiple LZ IS to conduct P:h.F.se 
nl opere.tiona. 

Fm THE COMMt..NIER: 

1 locI 
e.s 

DIST3.:i:Dti:rrON: Specicl.1 

CG TRAC ..., ;. 
CG I .31\1 Dt1r.; (Map), 1 st Ce.v Di v - , 
DCo..A - -, 
B-3 - !:i 
CO, 229th l:.ED - 2 

N.")"'uo 1 - .D-.ietributed less previOUSly issuec Incl 1 (OPaID 9-71) 
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