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SUDJEcr: .Afiei- Action Re!)ort - Comret Oper:;-.tions "by- the 2nd De_tk.lio-"l, 5th 
Ce.v::.lry in t.he Dinh ~ Are ... , 17-25 Nover.1ber 1971 

C~Tug Generd 
Third Regio~J. A.ss:t5fo.nee Comand 
.APO In Coimtr.r 96375 

1. (C) PIJRPOSE: T~.is :repol."t is an ~ysis or ~ctions Unde~ken by i-.n 
e.il.illObile inft".ntry :.:in:t.~.lion C!uting eombe.t o~ti.ons 17-25 Nov 71 nec.r the 
boreer betireen long Khe.n..li. &lld :U:inb 'l\ly Provinc~s in tbe vicinity of Dinh 
Que.n, South Vietnal:I. It se:r'll'os as an ex:::-..lt!ple o:f 11ciymmie defe.nse 11 tYpe 
opert".t.i.ons. Thi:J :report !>rioo:rily eovers those lllO'-jor e.ctions taking pla~ 
d\lrl~ t.he Hth ~vts contact vd.th the enemy auri.n.g the period 17-19 Nov 
71 ; briefly dC!lpicts t:t~ose events le..~C!ing to that conte.ct.) mu1 outlines 51.1.b
sequent o~tions. 

2. (G) D/'£KGRCmm: On 10 Nov tw usu.~ reli2.ble source reports indiee_ted 
:the !)resence of a Regin:enttl CP As:;ioci~te in the area of IT61'1382 ~ "'fl647366 • 

. ,TGrrc:i.n ~""Si~ revealed ~t tlN ~ree bounded by Tr6237, 6935, 6730, :.1:1Jd 6230 
, "!-JOuJ.cl be s.n ide2.l base l!'.res due to the lr.ck of open G:reas sui~ble for LZ's 2.Dd. 

"the thick vegetati.on lolhioh consisted or double c:anopy jungle. US advisors end 
their ilVN eountel:"'.>ar'Gs at Dinh ~n t.oc Vo De.t stt>:tecl the.t t.'le e.rea in 
qt.lest1on w~8 be:ini" used ~.nd hi::cl been Ussd in the ].)O'.st as an eneey 'tra.Li$hipment 
~soc. To obtctn first be.nd Wornctj.on on t:ie e.reo., &nger Tet'.l!l 79 t~s :i.llSe~d 
a.t lT664345 on 15 Nov. Thirty l!!int\tes af't.er insertion the te::til found a :oorth
sou-t.h treil which :indic:dec~ use by 10 :i..tu'J.viduds in the J.r_st eight hours. At 

.1730 hrs the te~.m killed one in<lividu.cl l:lOv;i.ng sout:1 on the trdl. The 
: inclivi<lutl e.arriec1 an SES rifls1 5 lbs of' .fresh "19ge't<:.bl.es 11nd ona ounce or 
~oCUl!'.ents thet ic1mTtified hill1. as a ~'bar of' K!76A HospiteJ.. Duri.Dg debriefing 
the :IX!-trol leo.der fcl.t there w·s si;;n.il'icmt eneJJtY ::,otivity in the o:ree and 
recomma?ll1ec1 continu~C frieruUy oper~:tions S.n tl:Je Vicinity• To ~oit the 
sitU.i!tion, the 2-5 C::.v w.s in.sertec into the ~e. bY airmol:A.l& ~t ~sS<.l'.', 
on 16 Nov. 

3. (C) ~cTISNCS OF EW!JTS; c.. 16 Nov - Co A, 2-5 Gav, COn<"..'lu.cls: ainnobD.. 
col'Jlb;:t cs~:.::illt ~t 1100 hrs i'ro!!l. Yl'503403 to YT652357 to conduct grotl!l(1 recv,~ .. 
nci.:::s~nee ::.n tiie vle:i_nity of Rl""-nger Teem 79 1s contact on 15 Nov. 
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Co···---~ Z7 lhvembor 19'n 
A.ftel" Action Report - Combet Ope~tion.s bJ" tr..e 2.r>..d Datt<:lion, 5th 
Co.vul.ry in the Dinh Qu<::n A:re::.1 17-25 November 1971 

b. 17 Nov - Co D, Mth Cav eo~lucts airlllobile eoo.bet t\Ss~ult at 12SO 
hrs fNil U574'.3CO to Il654356 ~1 Coi:ltlenees g:rol.ll'ld :roconnaisscnee (1:ncl 2,:; 
& 4). kte nfternoon ( 1600 hrs) A Co 3t TI655346 locates a north-sou.th 
lo~,!P.11g roe.Cl indicr.ting he<'-vy recent Use, ~d shortly theret:fter ene<ees five 
illdividuals on top o:f a bllnker at YT65!i345· This cont<.>.ct le.sts ~or 'Well over 
~ !:l.ou:t" with the er.reiey' :i:Gspondi~ 'With heevy volume of small r>.rtas7 I'-40 1s, 
!!l<;clline-e;un fire ~ cle.Yl!\Ore mines; sup1xirting ca..6A. 1s and ~-Ew1G 1s receive 
llec~vy 8l"01.1.nd to air !ire. J'ust prior to Cl.ar~~si A Co 1dtit~,~ to the nort'.·· 
~nd utilizes axte:osi ve field ertillery r:ircs (Ine 1 } in an attempt to ~~u-r.~ 
and destroy the enemy. 

e. 13 Nov - A e.nd D Co's oove south on th<! logging road ap)?roxtmeteJy 200 
l!l.eters e~..rt. A Co loc::tes previous c1<.y1s eontsct .s:t.:te end reports :it es 
deserta<1 with eVidrnce o~ ~oC. ~ils ler.d.i:cg south. At 1345 hrs 7 D Co, d 
YT655345, rea~ves fire i'ror.i eneiiJY' forcca in a bo,mker coinpler. 30 meters to 
their i'ront. In the exelrrnzc, D Co SUffars one ldlled and t-wo i,ioundec', soldi.ers; 
CJ&...6A's, .Ai!-1G 1s 1'.nd l-ED!N-"-C reeeiVe he~vy fiNs \.Jith one OH-&\ gunner 
receivi~ woUlldis in tile e;r1:ls and o.ne MlDEV.-~C pilot a foot wund· D Co tn.th
d~:ws to A eors loe<'.tion end ME"IJSV.ACS t;1eir wUJ.lded e.n<r dead. D Trp - 229 ..O..$, 
F Dt:.-y - 79 Arty, USJ.F eircrcft, end 1-21st Arty support conte:ct with hesvy 
f'U-es. 

d. 15 Nov - On-6Ji. receives 15-20 I'¢Unds of g:round to air fire c~urlng first 
light cl'..sck; ~.s coneucrt,s XM-15C CS dr¢p ani::r e;..'l:>ends AH ... 1 G CS rockets on the 
-U-.rget ro:ea. The 2-5-th Gav's reeon platoon com.oo.t. ass~.ults at 1045 hrs f.ron 
!"OD M.:-.ce to Y:J.654347 z:ru'.l linlcs up with A Co. 3rc1 Dee conducts CE-47 napalm 
drop on six: eDeley btlrl!C$rs in the eontect eree. resulting" in ~ large secolld<:~ 
e..-cplosio:n end destruction of six bunke:"."S. VlW supports operi;:.tioll \·Ii.th 9 sorti.es 

e. 2/:1 Nov - 2.;.;~ ~v, after extensive 105/155~ end VNAF F-5 e.ir su.:;>~orl, 
:i.oves into the uea Y'l'65~7 f'l'Olll the northeast· eDd rinds bunl~ers deserted 
of a~eey- forces; eonf'iseetes QOC'lll?Ja:nts, medicu supplies, pith helmets, M..79 
roimds, 1400 lbs fiolll"', 450 lbs eorn1 anc1 C-4 while searching over 100 bunlcers 
e.nd ~ 30 ra..<>Jl dining -._res. Acc'itiol'ltll cletdls ere depiete<1. in pcN. 4b b61.ow. 

f. 21-25 Nov - Thoro'l.l.B"h se:i.reh of thq aree. eorrtinues (Incl 4)'. 

4. (C) iiIGIJLIG!?LS: ~. ::ztensive i'ielcl artillery, a.eritl field &till~:ry~ 
and USJ..F ~ VN.!!F E.Seets liere utilfaec1 ;;-.ij;dnst the bunker eomplexes. 1fu°.!I"• 
erous mu..>Utio:t'l$ -.iere er.iploy~e to inelude. delivn:ry of CS by- UE-1!{ and iill-1;} 
mid nefclh by CR-47 holico~)tel'S (In.cl 1 ). Aerial !ield U'tiller,y- ~ndeG. 
over 1100 ten lb rocJ:ets rnCl over 600 seventeen lb rockets C!.url..!.lg the pe:ric;.-
17-19 Nov 71. Field artille:cy stwporfod with over 2400 HS 1051ll1Il rotUlds, 9(> 
ffi i 55m NUr.ds, ~nd 1 ZS ;:; C inch shells d.Uting a five d2.y period. VNA:r :£' ~ ', 
9 sort.ies al~I t:'Je SrC:. I'•:e CrO!l!)ed ov.sr 700 Gt.llons of M:;>clln from CFI-47ls 
ori. the enaiey-, Strong inC.:ie::-tions axe that thes& lY.r'el)~.rc:tioris severely injura<.1. 

tba en~ ~;ld d:l$:..,-.....:::te<! hls ple.ns; ~ .z.Qe ccsue.lties ~re 1'rlllir:Iized. 

di&PJ2J215 L_ 
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Sl;l:J.sc·r: 
Z'i !lbv~oor 19'71 

Aft.er Action ~port - C.Oir.bat Operation~ by th.e ?..&ld &:~talion, 5th 
Cavalcy in the Dinh '2UBll Area, 17-25 Hovernoor 1971 · 

b. '!he bunker CO?!'q'lex cov~red an area 1000m I 200m 1md contained an 
e~timated 100 bunkers, both living and fig~\ting. 'lhe size varied :from 
8 ~ 5 ft to '10 x: 15 ft with J f't of' o~r head cover. 'lhe bunkers wre 
i!l good condition ranging :ln age from 4 months to brand new; some yere 
i;;till under construction. The oompl.ex also inclu:ied a training area 
(eo!!!plete with obstacle course) and moclt~q:is of' concertina vi.re entangle
lllel!ts. a classroom and mess hall. During the seareh of the bunkers a 
1 f:·"\Olb flour cache estimated to have been in place for tw months i.e.s 
discovered. Only a smal.l amount of doounen ts were captured and no mi t 
identification lol&S determined. Other i tans captured included small 
amoU11ts of F.edical supplies and clothing found in the bunkers and 450 
lbs of eom found in the !dtchen area. an agent reported cm 19 Nov that 
he saw 90 indi'11iduals southaast ot Dinh Quan carrying 17 ..ounded personnel 
and n!'orted that 15 lllOt"e ,.iere killed bylli:rstrike. At Y'l'626318 on 
19 Nov, Ranger Team 79·ooserved an mknow number of individuale carrying 
wanded perso=el moving to the wst. In the mornin~ the Ranger Team 
confirmed tl">..i.s information by locating nUl!lerou.s blood trails to the wst 
and Ml"th-west of their posi ti.on. .W indications pointed towrds hai;1vy 
enellzy' cesual-ties, altho\lgh no bodies were discovered in or near the com
plex. On 23 fov at YT65434S ( 1 kln east of the bunker coinplex) G Co, 
2/5th Cav discovfred a second ~lex eonsisting or ~ bunkers (33 wre 
destroyed and 7 wre in good condi ti.on) uaed in the last 48 hours. Search 
of t.Jiis CO?!!plex produced a 11hard goods" cache consisting of flJ :s.-.G0 rol.l!l.ds 
which were in fair condition and estim~ted to have 'been in place approx-
imately two months. ' 

5. (G) CXJNCLUSICNr a. 'lhe disoo~ry or the hard and soft goods 
ea.eh.es indicates t.."le erle!DY had pla."llled to use this area as a logistics 
base for operations in the Rice .Bowl during the next few lllOlltb.s. .Al:thoi:g:1 
no positive enemy unit identifications bAim been made to date, the foJ..'.:.ov
ing circumstantial e'l1idence :.;i.:ggests that the enemy force enoountered 
in the bunker C0111l>letx on 17 !iov was a Main Force i.mit. This UC.it -was p:--r
be.b:cy the 1st ai, 3.3rd NV.A Regiment. 

( 1) Tne ene!lt" !'ought for t~io days employing large qll8:lti t.1.ea · of 
8IJ!llltlnition and withdreu only after his position became comp.1.etely untenable>. 
These actions are ebaracteristic of a Ma:ill Force l.llli t as opposed to a. 
Local Force one. 

(2) The bi.lt'..ker co1:1plexes a.re esti1~ated to have been used by a 
battalion size forc34 

( 3) 'lhe 33:.:-c'-. NVA. Reg!.~.ent has tndi tionally deployed one battaliCJn 
to the Rice :Eow--.. ''-<:> .3tif•pv:r-t Local Force uni ts in disrupting the harvest 
and Ct'1~ '::lC~::i:.lt~ ';:'}.:J• 

(4) P:·1 :.: .. .::-,/.::..•·;;.;, .~'.':."~:rr"'~ cl.ocuments, and other intelligence sources 
indie&w th•! :~~d il~, :>r~l 3;.:, and HQ of 3.3rd NVA Regiment s.re located 
south of r:~ ! , 
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.k.\'\.!~(~f-1' ;:z:; i'll"/':"e-..-:1~1" 197"! 
S\:;1),"r3Gl': .!fter Action ftePort - Col1!h!lt Operatior.s cy t'.1a Z'.ld lhttaliou, 5th 

Cavalry in the Dinh QUan Ax'ea, 17...:i5 Novelllbe!" 19'11 

(5) '!he al'remee of bodies end docw.l'.'.nts in the bullk'3r comple:xes f'urther 
:l:".?,"'...~~ten the p:res~.nce 0£ the J.3rd NV.A Regt as it is that unit's noI!llal mode 
o:i.' ~y.,.r.!!.t;iori. to thoroughly police the battlefield. 

b. Offensive operations by this airmobile batt.alloo within the 
p!l::-a.m~ters of dynamic defense guidelines have g:reat.l,y assisted the local 
V.i.eimune.se forces ill the Dinh QUsn area. Since :introduction of the 2/5th 
e&·.- Sil ti1at a-rea, enemy incidents have ceased. 

c. 'lhe enell'y suffered casUB.lties and his eurrent and future plana 
and timetables appear to have been disl"'Upted • 

.FOR '.!Jill CCl-iMANDERt 

INC!.OSURESt 1 - Fire Support EJ<pendit.ures 
2. - General Area or Operations 
3 - Bunker Complexes 
4 - Direction of Coiiipany Advancements 

DISTRIBUTION: 

CG TaAC - 3 
CG ~ BDE (SEP), 1ST CA.V DIV (AM) - 1 
DCIJ-A. - 1 
DOO-B - 1 
ro, 2/5 Ca.v - 1 
CD, 1/21 st .Arty - 1 
00, 229th AFlB - 1 
00, D Trp, 229th AHB - 1 
S-2 - 1 
S-3 - 3 (Record Copy) 
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NUMBER OF PAGES: 7 

MESSAGE: 
In response to your inquiry, attached, at no charge, are photocopies of "3rd Bde 
{sep) 1st Air Cav Div (Am) After Action Report, combat operations by the 2°d 
Battalion, 5th Cavalry, Dinh Quan area ...... " (OS 557.8 D 56 T47 1971a). 

Our library participates in an interlibrary loan service. You must initiate loans at 
your local library. Patrons may borrow up to six items. Our loan period is 60 
days for printed materials and microform items. We do not loan periodicals, 
archive materials, rare books, or items printed before 1950. Our library is a 
lender of last resort. We do not loan materials that are readily available 
elsewhere. Photocopy services are limited. We provide a one-time courtesy 
service of ten pages maximum of photocopying. 

You are invited to visit the Institute. Except for Federal holidays, we are open 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 7:45 AM to 4:15 PM. The Institute 
will be closed on Wednesday mornings until 11 :30 AM. Beginning January 2001, 
our regular hours will be from 10:15AM to 4:15 PM, Monday through Friday. 

Richard Baker 
library Technician -
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