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v DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 18T CAVALRY DIVISION (ATRMOBILE)
» 170 an Pranoimoo 96490

AVDAME | 15 May 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - lessons leamed lst Cavalry Division (AM),
Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR=65 (R2)

THRU: Commanding General
II Pield Foxce
ATTN: AVFBC=RE-H
AP0 96266

TC: Assistant Chief of Staff for Forve Development i
Department’of the Army §
Weshington, D,C, 20310

1. (C) Operationss Significant ictivities

a, MISSION: During the reporting period the lst Cav Div (AM) contimed
operatiofis throughout the TAOI to interdict’enemy infiltration routes through
Toy Ninh, Phuoo Long, Binh Long, Binh Duong, afd Bien Hoo Provinces in order
to deny enemy access to the population centers, and to neutralize enemy forces
operating throughout the area, Division elements oontinued to suppoxrt the
GVN Pacifiocntion Progrem and oconducted Dong Tien operations with RVNAF forces

operating within the Divisfon TAOL,

b, GEVERAL:

(1) The ) February’1970 through 30 April 1970 period saw a contiruo~
tion of the roles, missions, and funoctions of the lost repoxting period, bdut
in an avea of operations (AO) that signiffoantly inoreased in sige dus to the ]
redeployment of the 1st Infantry Division, During tho reporting period tho ;
onomy genorally avoided contact exoept for four periods of inorensed notivity,
moat of vhich totk place in Waxr Zone C, Those poriods of inoreamed aotitvity,
their highlightes, and friendly and ensmy casucltios are .summarised below,
idditional details of theso operations can be found in paragraphs 1 o, 4, e,
and f,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
FOR OT UT 1 DRCLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. i
702040 000 DR 5200.30 i
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SUBJECT: Opexational Report = Lessonk Learned lst Cavelry Divisien (AM
' Pariod Ending 30 kyeil 1970, K08 ORPGBeCS (R2) )

-
FERIOD  HIGHLIGHTS B KA KA VI
1«4 Feb  Attack on FSB TTHA 220 5 1
4=19 Maxr Attack on A/@=8 Cav in their KDP

Attaok on C/28 Cav in their NOP 119 29 146

Attaok en B/2=8 Cav in their NDP
29Mam1Apr Attack on FSB JAY

Attack on PSB ILLONGSWORTH 313 » 107
10-16 Apr Attack on FEB ATKINSON 314 S -]
3 Days 1634 86 313

Sz) Operwtions in the Bu Gio Map Ared {Northesstem Phado Loug

Province),

(a) Operations in the Bu Gia Map area during the period 26 Jan-
13 Apr 70 were intended to destroy cache sites and interdict enemy supply
movements along the Jolley Road. Elements of the 5th VC Div were known to be
in the target area, and visual reconnaissance and aerial photography showed
evidence of truck and cart activity on major trails originating along the
Cambodian border. The operation was initiated by blocking the major trail
systems along the line formed by FSB Elaine (YU595180) and FSB Blackhawk
(YU243194) thus causing congestion further to the north., B=52 strikes, day
and night air strikes and massed artillery were utilized extensively as three
ARVN airborme and two US airmobile battalions moved steadily northward,
thoroughly searching the area for enemy units and materiel. Light fire support
bases were moved frequently, thus limiting the enemy's opportunity for recon-
naissance. The employment of Ranger Teams developed hard information on enemy
troop movement, trail networks, and bunker complexes. They produced timely
intelligence and restricted enemy movement, The 275th Regiment, 5th VC
Division was not identified in the Bu Gia Map area; however, elements of the
174th Regiment were first identified on 6 Mar 70 by documents found on a KIA
at YU404264).

(b) From the beginning of the operation, Allied forces uncovered
large amounts of ammunition and foodstuffs probably destined for movement
down the Jolley Road to enemy units operating in eastern 111 CTZ, MR«6, and
MR-7. The largest weapons and ammunition cache was discovered on 5 Mar at
YU444324 by B/1-8th Cav. The cache included 50 SKS rifles, 10 Soviet M1944
and 26 Chicom type 53 rifles, one M-1 rifle, 83,500 small arms rounds, 798
B=40 rockets, 400 B-40 charges, 1,265 x 82mm mortar rounds, and other military
equipment. Numerous other caches were also discovered. The total inventery
of captured arms and munitions is as follows:

%ﬂm Weapons %ﬁ
Crew-ssxved wveopons
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned lst Cavalry Division (AM),
Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

ITEM AMOUNT

Small arms ammunition 433,421 rounds
Large caliber ammunition 2,650 rounds
Explosives 86 cases

Grenades and mines 433

(c) The largest rice cache found was on 19 Feb at YU353221 and
YU354228 by 3d and 4th Companies, 8th ARVN ABN. The cache discovered by the
3d Co contained in excess of 22 tons of rice. Approximately 750 meters NNE
of that cache, the 4th Co discovered in excess of eight tons of rice. During
the entire operation, more than 151 tons of rice and three tons of barley
were discovered by Allied forces.

(d) In addition to uncovering enemy war materiel, the lst Air
Cav and ARVN ABN Divisions were involved in numerous fire fights in which
elements of the 174th Regiment, several rear service groups and other COSVN
elements were identified. There were 495 enemy KIA, Friendly casualties
included 34 US and 23 ARVN KIA. The majority of the contacts were with small
squad or platoon size infantry units possibly conducting countersweep operations.
The heaviest contact in the Bu Gia Map area took place on 28 Mar at YU276444,
A/1-12th Cav, while on a ground BDA of an Arc Light, moved into an enemy base
camp and received heavy small arms and automatic weapons fire from an estimated
enemy cqompany, probably elements of the 174th Regiment, 5th VC Division. The
results of this contact were 44 NVA KIA, 5 US KIA and 10 US WIA. Between 26
Jan and 13 Apr several heavy attacks by fire were directed against the fire
support bases throughout the Bu Gia Map area. The two FSBs experiencing the
most intense standoff attacks were Le Loi (YU253294) and Snuffy (YU336362);
receiving 40 to 45 82mm mortar rounds on 19 Mar and 70 rounds on 23 Mar,

(e) Beginning on 13 Feb, 18 Arc Light missions were flown in support
of this operation, resulting in heavy destruction of enemy base areas and
bunker complexes. Two were especially significant.

(£) On 2 Mar an Arc Light was targeted against a large base
camp of the 174th Regiment at YU32031l. Visual reconnaissance had reported
numerous bunkers and military structures in the area, all showing signs of
heavy recent use. The Airborne surveillance readings confirmed enemy presence,
A BDA of the Arc Light found 195 bunkers and structures destroyed along with
62 spider holes uncovered. The 4th Co, 6 ARVN ABN Bn conducted the ground
BDA and reported that most of the bunkers had heavy blood stains in them.

(g) A 19 Mar target was a large base camp believed to contain
slements of HQ, MR-10, including approximately 200 NVA. Intelligence sources
indicated that this was also a possibla way and training station for infiltra-
tion groups woving from Cambodia through Bu Gia Map to the south. VR reported
that the area contained a large bunker complex and showed very haavy recent
use, While on a VR, C/1-9 helicopters received ground-to-air fire on several
occasions. BDA of this Arc Light revealed 60 bunkers destroyed, 100 bunkers
uncovered and damaged, 10 fighting positions destroyed, 30 fighting positicns
uncovered and damaged, 14 military structures and 25 meters of trenchline
destroyed.

k]
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970

(h) Unlike previous operations in Bu Gia Map, this one was not
intended as a raid. It was a phased, step by step progression emphasizing
magsive firepower and airmobility. As allied operations moved northward
minimal opposition was encountered until mid-March when elements of the 174th
Regiment, 5th VC Division were committed in counter-sweep operations.

(i) The discovery of large caches has hampered the enemy
drastically in his efforts to conduct essential resupply activity. The enemy
has been left with the choice of extending his logistical routes east- of the
II - III CTZ boundary, attempting to rehabilitate the disrupted Adams Road
or Serges Jungle Highway, or finally starting again from scratch along the
Jolley Road Cache Complex.

(3) Rice Interdiction Qperations.

(a) Northern Phuoc Long Province (P): With the development of
the Jolley Road in eastern Phuoc Long (P) and with the cessation of the heavy
supply traffic which had formerly moved down the Serges and Adam's Trail com-
plexes in western and central Phuoc Long (P), it became apparent that an east/
west trail network had been formed in northern Phuoc Long (P) to connect the
trans-shipment points in Base Areas 350 and 351 to the Jolley Roadt To develop
intelligence concerning this trail, increased visual and electronic sur-
veillance was utilized in the northern Phuoc Long (P) area alcng an axis
extending from Base Area 351 east to the northern extension of the Jolley
Road (vic YU4525). This increased surveillance in the area produced the ini-
tial trace of gradual deployment of Allied ground forces to the northeast.
Heavy surveillance monitoring in the area was continued. As more information
was acquired ground forces deployed into the suspected trail areas and FSB's
were relocated to the northeast to aid in the interdiction and provide fire
support for the infantry unit~. Visual and ground reconnaissance during the
month of February revealed an extensive network of cache sites, with the
focal point being centered around the operational areas of FSB Margaret (YU2724)
and FSB Lolita (YU3727). Fourteen of these caches contained over 2,000 lbs
of rice each; the largest contained 45,600 lbs (YU353221). From 2 Feb to §

Mar over 90 tons of rice were discovered, with the ARVN ABN Div accounting for
over 73 tons of the total. This rice probably was destined for enemy units
operating in MR-7 and SR-5 but because of the heavy Allied interdiction along
the Jolley Road since 15 Dec 69, the rear service elements were unable to move
the rice from its northern cache sites. Reports are still being received
indicating a food shortage in units to the south of the FIRST TEAM's AO.

Using the CICV estimate of enemy individual rice consumption (1.7 lbs per/man
per/day), the 90 tons of captured rice represent the equivalent of almost a
months supply to enemy elements fn MR-7 and five month's supply to the enemy
units in SR-5.

(b) Northern Tay Ninh (P): On 28 Pebruary while on a last
l1ight reconnaissance, A/1-9 Cav observed 6 huts at XT185995, and engaged the
area with organic weapons, artillary, and an airstrike., Seven additional huts
wvere discovered and rice was seen scattered throughout the area. On the fol-
lowing day (1 March) C/2-8 Cav air assaulted into the area and during the day
61,000 1bs of rice was evacuated. C Company continued the rice evacuation

4
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SUBJECT: Operationcl Report for Quartcrly Period Imding 30 Lpril 1970

operation for the next 5 days with the'finnl toétols being 253,020 1bs evacusted
and 14,000 lbe destroyed in place (133.5 tons). Since COSVN Headquorters
elements’and the 9th VC Division have ready access to rice supplies within
Cambodia, this cache phtobsbly wai destined to be moved south into Shel by the
824 Rear Service Group, The 133,5 tons reprosents o rice supply of over 2
months for all units operating in She=1,

(4) Automotic Ambush Operstionas

(a) During the past quarter the eneny has relentlessly ottempted
to mbve supplies, equipment, and persomnel to base arecs within the FIRST TEAM's
TAOI, and to’areas further south and etst. DBeoause of the rough terrain,
thick jungle, and need to move rapidly, cnemy wnits rely upon the extensive
trail networks for movement, rather than attemptirg to tbreak brush', One of
tho mo&t successful methods used to interdict this movement is the Automatic
Ambush,

(b) Evolving fron the combination of a U.S. cormand detonated
claymore mine ambush amd an enemy trip wire booby trap, the automntic ambush
is essentially an unmanned ambush which is triggered by the enemy hingelf, It
oonsists of a string of claymore mines rigged for simltaneous dotonntion when
o trigger device is activated by pressure ascinst o trip wire,

(c) The original intent of the automatic ambush hod it being
used as an economy of force meacsure to maximize area coverage, thereby ' inoroecs~
ing interdiction’capobilities along the enery's infiltration and logistics
routes, However, it soon became apparent thnt there wetre other outstanding
oharacteristics ond cnpabilities inherent in its design,

1 The obsence of Dersonnel in the immediate area eliminates

any possible corpromise of the ambush due to ~ breach of light or noise
discipline,

2 The effects of any eneny oounteranbush fires cre negated
since, again, troops are not located in the ambush position,

3 By its outomatic nature you are assured of instant response
vhen the eneny is in the killing sone,

(2) wnen omployed in conjtnotion with a standard anbush, the
cutomtic ambush, if positioned rroperly, tay cctch any enemy attempting to
escape’ fron tha'effocts of a mumed cmbush, In addition to supplenonting
manod, anbushos, - autoratic arbushes are very offcotive when ormployed as n
stapebehind mensure tc eliminnte cnemy olomcntc trxriling U.S. units, and c&
an additional early smyning/protectivo nensuro for a night defensive position
or firo support base,

(¢) Just recently it hae heen discovored, through coptured
onony docunonts, that'automatic ambushea ivive had definite psychological
effect upon the oteny, Aftor repeated encountors with anbushes that he cannot
retaliate azainot, he his gone fron tho state of Leing wary to one of being
actually cfrel 1 to move, :

b
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SUIBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Report Ending 30 April 1970

(f) The éffectiveness of the 'instant killers' can be illustrated
by the restilts obtained, During the three-month period, February through
April 1970, we have killed 254 enemy, captured 7 enamy, wounded countless
others, and recovered 127 snemy weapons, One interesting point to note is
that during this period not one Skytrooper becciw a casualty as a result of
énemy counter—ambush actions,

(g) The automatic ambush is considered such an effective combat
power, that it has been included in replacement training at the FIRST TEAM
Academy. There has also been established a training team that travc'’s from
unit to unit, conducting refresher training on automatic ambushes.,

c, 1lst Brigade Operations:

(1) Miseion: 1st Brigads conducted operations in western War Zone "C*
to intérdiot eremy lites of communication and supply and to destxoy eneuy
forces, installations, and equipmont,

(2) Exeoution;

(a) The lst Brignde contimied operations into February with the
2-5 Cavy 27 Cavy 2-8 Cov and 1-11 ACR, elemonts of which were gecuring the
501st Land Clearing Commny in Rome FPlow opetations, The 3d ARVN Abn oontirmed
opérctions in their assigned AQ with the 2nd, 5th and Tth /IVN Bns, Intel-
ligence indicated the enemy forces to be in the northwestert and northesstemn
portion of the brigade's AOD,- In 1ight of this intelligence, two extended
sxtillery stpport operations, one northwest of PSB CAROLYN and one in the
BO TUC area, were conducted with the BO TUC operation finding the enemy in &
retraining and rest posture,

(b) During March the 1st Dde’(with the 2-8 Covy, 2«7 Cav and l=ll
ACR) and the 3xd ARVN Abn Bde (with the 5thy 9th, and 11th ARVK Abn Dns
oontinued offensive operations to interdict enony resupply routes and
of commmication, Duking March there was o marked rige in enemy ootivity,
Based on intelligence, operations were centored in northern and western Wox
Zons "C", The operntion iA the north resulted in capturing over 135 tons of
rice with no US cosualties, During the latter half of the ponth NVA activities
inoxreased toward US held FSB's,

(o) During Arcil the let Brignds (with'2-7 Cavy 5=7 Cav, and
1=11 ACR) and the 3rd ANVN .ibn Dde (with the 5th, 9th, and 11th Abn Dns)
oontimied offensive opsrations to interdioct enerty rosupply and lines’of come
mnioations, During April *lere was an inorease in' enemy aotivities, with *
attacks of FEB's ILLINGSWRY, ATKINSON, and ICAMER, Based on intelligence,
opsTations were conduoted in the northern and western portions of the lst
drignde AD, The 3»d ARVE Avn Dda cundwoted opetations in tho northern part
of the 40, In sddition to offenaive orerations, 0/1~11 ACR provided security
for the 984th Land Clearing Oorpany in Romw Plov operations,

(3) Discussion and Analysis of Significant Eventss
6
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SIBJECT: Operational Reporxt for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970

(a) 030120 Feb XT404835: A Co 2=7 Rec'SA &AW fire from an est
plat size en force SW of the NDP, BEng w/org and Arty, H{y contact broke at
0200 however contimiéd to rec. sporadic Si fite until 0530, Initial contacy
resulted in 1 US KIA, 2 US WIL and 1 NVL KTA, At 0430 obsr an est squod Bize
en force moving N in the open, Eng w/org ond Arty resulting in 7 NVA KIA,

At 0545 ARL obsr an est plaet size en force 200 moters NW of the NDP. Eng w/oxg
remulting in 5 NVA KDARL, At 0755 medevac for US WIi complcte, At 0830 a
swoep around the NDP revealed 2 additional NVA KIA & 2 AR=47; misc equip and
assorted documents identifying the Bl Military Staff Section, 95C NVA Regt.
Totals for contaot: 1 US KIi, 2 US WI4, 15 NVA KL,

(b) 031228 Peb XT406854: C Co 2-~T Bec Si fire from on est 2 ox
3 indiv from the NE, Eng w/org, Contact broke irmediately w/neg fdly casu,
ARA who wans c~lled to support the initinl contaet obsr 12 indiv evading to the
V. BEng w/org resulting in 5 NVA KBARA and 3 AK~47 dest, At 1235 C-Co obsr &
eng w/org 6 NVA resulting in 5 NVA KIL and 5 AK=4T osptured or dest, At ’
1245 € Co obsr 5 Wi evading to the NE, eng w/irty resulting in 5 NV. KDARTY,
At same time rec sporodic SA fire from 3=5 indiv, Eng w/org resulting in 2
NVA KIA & 2 AF=47 capt, At approx 1250 the 2D plat in ambush position obor &
eng w/org 2 NVA resulting in 2 NVA KIA and 1 iK~47 captured, Totals for tho
oontoots Neg fdly casus 19 NVA KIA,

(o) 040427 Peb FSB TINA: Reo an unk mmber of 107mm rockets,
B=40 & S\ fire from the S & SW of FSD, Als6é yec & ground probe from an est 2
plat size force nlmo from the S. Eng w/oxs;, Arty, ARA, "Contact broke ot 0525
resulting in 5 US slightly wounded and nog drmmce to FSD, A first light swesp
around the P revealed 5 NV. KI. and 2 AK=47 ceptured, .\t 1100 D&E Companics
while contimuings to’sweep’rec SA & AW fire from an est Co sise en force to
their 8, Bng w/érg, Arty, ARi &\/S. Contact hroke at’1215 resulting in 4’
US KIA, 4 US WI., 3 NVA KIA, 3x 60mm Mortar capt/dest, 25 AR=47 capt/dest,
1x,30 cal & 1'M60 M» dest, Coptured documents ideniified the C=21 Recon
Co 95C NVA Regt., Totals: 4 US KI., 9 US VL., 44 NV. KIA,

(d) OT1550 Feb XT%2808; A 1-11‘& D 240 Dsc SA, AW and IPG
fire from an USEP to their E ond SBi Eng w/org, Arty, and ARA, Contnot
broke at 1750 resulting in 9 US WL, 14 NV. KL., 1 Roze Tlow moderately
damnged, 3 AKe47, 1 De40 and miso equip oaptured,

(e) ‘141445 Ped XT 251704s C Co 2=8, C Trp'l=ll ACR & 1 Mat'M
Co 1-11 Rec Si, AW, and RPG fire fron and USEF to thoir N, Eng w/org, Arty,
and ARA, Contaot broke’'at 1515 w/neg faly casu, Initial search of oontnot
area revealed 2 NVA KL\, At 1555 while cint : to search the contcot area,
rec 10 rds 60mn mortar fire fron W and NW, Dng wfoxrg Arty, and ARA, Contoot
broke &t 1840 hre resulting in 0 US KIA, 2 US MIA, 30 US WL. and 31 NVA KIA,
Alao destroyed 1 M=48 Tank, 1 M-113 APC, ard molerately cannged 1 M=-48 Tank,
Mecdovao corploted for WIL 1930, Tho following day 151330 ober and eng 1 NV
on o trail resulting in'l NVA KIA, At 151800 o further search of tho contact
area revealed 1 NV. KL., Also recovered 2 US MIA, amd classifiod as KIA, A
complete sweap of the controt area was modo on 16 ipr and rovealed an additional
11 NVA KIA; Misc oquip And amo and documonts were coptured which identified
the 1st Bn, 272 RVA Mdgt., Total occey for the oontoct were: 10 US Kii, 30
US WIA and 46 NVA KXA,
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SIBJECT: Oprerational Re%ort for Quarterly Period Endiing 30 Apxil 1270,

[}

(£) 011036 Mar XT105995: ‘C Co 28 In response to A 1-9 sight=
ing of rice caohe on latq evening 28 Feb, C Co Inserted to condusot a search
of the ares, Discoveredin tétal of 9 frame hooohes of which oontained
mumerous 220 1b bags of nide, Evaocuation of rice begon immediately and was
completed on 4 March, 133,5 tons of rice were extracted or destroyed from
the onche,

H

(g) 040610‘\Mar XT178969: A Co 2.8 llec 60 rds of mixed 60mm
mortar and B=40 fire from!SE of their NDP, Also réc SA fire and grenndes fronm
the ¥ by an est Co size en force, Eng w/org, Arty, and ARL, Contact broke
at 0620 resulting in neg fdly casu, 29 NVi KIA ad 12 2K=-47 and misc equip &
ammd captured, At 0705 obar an Automntic Ambush cotivate 300 meters NE of
NDP, A sweep of the area revealed 3 NVA KIA, At 1300 rec hvy SA and AW fire
fyom an est plat =ize en force in bkrs from' the NNW., Ing w/org, Axrty and ARA,
Contact broke at:1330 resulting in 1 US KLi, 3 US WIA and 5 NVA KIA, Medevao
complete at 1520, Total casus 1 US KIA, 3 US WIA md 37 NVA KIA,

(n) 070630 Maxr XT178986: C Co 28 Réc 30 rds 82fm mortar fire
from WNW, "4lso reo SA & B=40 fire from the N and W, Eng w/org, Arty, ARA
and an 4/S. Contact broke at 0659 resulting in 6 US WIA, Sweep of contact
oares revesled 13 NVA KIA, 2 M@, 5 AKw4T and 2 B=40 RL oapt/dest, Medevao wos
corpleted at 0950, A4t 1715 heard movement in a bkr complex to their SW, Eng
w/org and rec SA fire in retum, Rurther efy w/irty and ARA, Contaot broke
at 1810 resulting in 4 US WIA and 1 NVA KI., Medevao complete at 1755, Total
casu: 10 US WIA,and 14 NVA KIA,

(1) 081625 Mar XTL74982: C Co 2~8 Rec hvy £4, AW, B~40 and 20
rds of 60m mortar fire from an est Co size en forwe to the S3W and B, Eng
wforg, irty, ARA and 4/S, Contact broke at 1650 resulting in 3 US KIA, 26
US WIA and 29 NV. KTA, Medevac completed at 1825, Co extrncted to FSB CAROLIN,
During the extraction by 4/229 one A/C 1ifting out of the PZ rec hvy AK=47 ond
.30 cal GAF taking rumerous hits, 4/C crashed resulting in 2 US WIA, fThe 4/C
was destroyed, At 2005 A Co 220 covering C Co's extraction rec light .51
oal fire, Eng w/org resulting in 10 NV. KIA KBARA ond 1 ,51 ool dest, Total
casu this contact: 3 US KIA, 28 US WIA, 39 LiVA KI&,

(3) 090405 Mnx FSB FL.SHNER: ~ Rec approx 175 nds of 82m mortar
and possibly 10Tmm rocket fire from the NNW, Three rds irpacted inside the’
perireter resulting in 5 US WIA, all other s impnoted 400 meters N of FSB,
Bng w/Arty & AR\, redevoo complete at 0910, At 1005 local patiol 700 meters
N of PSS heard voices and eng w/otg receiving Si fire in return, Contast
broke immedintely w/neg fdly casu, At 1115 looal patwol found 1 NVA KIA 490
meters W of FSB, At 1945 FSD ogodn rec \25-30 wlg of urnk type inoomin@. All
rds impooted 406=500 meters B of FSR: Total easus 5 US WIA, 1 NVA KIA,

(k) 090405 Mox XT226932: A Co 2-20 Teo light ,51°cal G/A
fire to':ing ner, hits, Eng w/org rvesulting in 10 NV4 KBARA and 1 ,51 ool M2
dest,

(1) 120605 Mar XT173984: D Co 28 Rec approx 125 xds of 60mn
morutr fire from the NW, Rds impooted 20N meters SW of NDP, Also reo a ground
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probe from an est plat size en force from the W xec Siy AW and B=40 fire,
Eng w/org, Arty and ARA, Comtact broke at 0633 resulting in neg fsly casu,
At 0945 o search of the contact area revecled 8 NVA KIA,

(m) 131701 Maxr XT183969s A Co 2.8 Eng 3 NVA w/org resulting
in 1 NVA KIA, At 1741 vec SA and B=40 fire from an USEF from § of their WP,
Eng w/org, Arty, ARL and A/S, Contact broke at 1620 resulting in 1 US KIA,
At 0600 the following morning rec SA and Be40 fire from the 5 of NDP, Eng
w/org, Arty and ARA, Comtact broke at 0617 resulting in 1 US KI4 and 6'US
WIA, A search of the contact ares revealed 12 NVL KLi, 4 AR=47, and 1 ,45
cal'pistol captured, Medevnc complete for WIA's at 1320, Total casugs 2 US
KIA, 6 US WIA and 12 NVA KIA,

(n) 181110 Mar XT045833: D Co 2.3 Rec SA, AW and B=40 fire
from an est plat size en force from the Ny NE and S of their position, Eng
w/org, Arty and A/S. Contact broke at 1125 msulting in 14 US WIA., The fole
lowing day at 1516 hrs a search of the contact area and vie revealed 2 fresh
graves containing e total of 19 NVA KIA in the contact the previous day,
Total casu: 14 US WIA and 19 NVM KIA,

(0) 261145 Mar XTOT7829: AaC Co 28 & A Troop l=11 ACR: C Co
while on grd reson rec Sin fire and grenades from an est plat sise en force in
bkrs to their N, Bng w/org, Arty, ARA and A/S, Contact broke at 1215 and
reestablished 1221 rec SA, AW, *and B=40 fire from nll sides of € Co perimster
from an USEF, Eng w/org, Arty, ABA and A/S., Contoct broke from 1400 to 1448
when € Co was reinforced dby A Co 28 and A Tawoo 1411, ACAV's began receiving
hvy B=40 & AW five from N, Contimued t6 eng w/grg, 4irty and ARy, fdly units
broke contact at 1900 due to night fall, Totol oosu for the day were 3 US KIA,
22 US WIA, and 88 NVA KIA, One M551 sheridon tonk and one M113 ACAV were doge
troyed in the action, Documents subsequently capt identified the 272 Regt as
the en unit eng, Additionally 14 TW's and 2 Hoi Chanhs token on 31 Max"
identified the 1st Bn, 272 Regt as having been involved in this contact,

(p) 290415 (apozox) Mar FSD JAY: Obar a trip flarc ignit 60
-meters S of FSB. Eng'2MM~T9 & direct fire Arty, 0420 res on unde tornined
Tumber of mixed 107mm, 20mm, 122m xkts, 120mm, £2m1 mortar 75mm RR and B=40
fire from the W and SW of FSB. Also rec o grd cttack from the S and SW by
on USEF which breached the perimeter, The ammo dump rec a direct hit and conmo
was also loet when incoming dest the antennas, All supportinc'A/c rec ,51 oal
¢/A fire from the SB, S, SW and NW, At 0559 the ground attock, direct &
indirect fire on the FSB ceased, however sporadic Si fire continued unitl 0652,
By 0630 the FSB was secured completely and cloan up‘and search: operations
began, "The attack of FSB JAY resulted in 13 US KIA, 53 US WIA, 74 NVA KT4 and
3 POW's, DIOWs initially identified elemonts of the 271 NVA Regt, However
documents subsequently oapt on 11 Apr 70 (news lotter published by 9th VU Div)
indicatea 3D Bn, 95C NVA Rogt wos responsible for the attook,

(a) 311245 Mor XT027867s D 1-11 Ew: an USEF in a latpo b
complet and’'rec SA, AW, & T5rm RRt fire fronm the Il of their loocation, Eng
v/Arty, ARA, B Troop was reinforcod by D Co l=11 at approx 1400, Doth units
continued to receive fire from the eneny a8 they swept thru the bk oorplex,

9
CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

SIBJECTs Opexational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970

Contact broke at 1530 resulting in‘4 US WIA, 30 NV. KIA, 16 NVA oaptured
and 2 Hoi Chana plus 1 60mu morka=, 1°SKS, 1 9mm pistol and 4 AK=-4T captured,
POW's identifiad 1st Bn, 272 NVA Regt,

(r) 010218 ipr FSB TLLINGSWORTH: DRec an un’z number of mixed
12”7mm, 10Tmm Rookets, 120mm, 82mm, 60mm mortars, 75:m ER and Be40 xrds from
the § and SW, Theindirect fire was followed by o ground attadk from an és%

2 reinforced NVA Companies from the SW. The en was eng w/org, Arty, ARA,
Wzhthawk and 4/8, Fighting wae fierce particularly on the SW poxdtén’ of-ther
FSB where friendly forces eng the enemy in hard to hand fighting in order to
repel the attack, %he 8" Ammo caught on fire and o treméndous explosion 0o=
curred destroying one:8" gun and damaging radio antermas, rendering a temporary
loss of commo, At‘'0330 the PSB wes still feceiving mortor and xovcket fire
although the ground attick hod been broken, All inooming ceased at 0430 and
search’ operations began, The attack on the FSB resulted in 24 US KIA, 54

US WIA, ond 65 NVA KIA, Also mumorous wpns and equipment were oaptured,

() 100250 Apr WP998660; C/1=5 Meoh Obsr 2 indiv 150 meters
W of NDP, Eng w/org and Arty, At 0515 obsr 20=30 indiv 100 meters S8 of
MP, Bng w/org, Arty and Nighthawk, Contoct broke at 0611 resulting in 2
gg .gA. K'.%A. WIAL, Medevac ocomplete 0630, A search around the NKDP revealed
2 NVA

(t) 101525 Apr-WP978746: D Co 2T Ober an est Squad side en
force in the open, BEng w/oyg, Arty and ARA, Contaot broke at 1€05 resulting
infeg £dly casu and 11 NVA KIA,

(a) 111050 Apr XTPOLT667s A & C Troops 1=5 Mech Heaxd movement
on a NB trail,. Eng the area and Yeo SA, AW, ¢51 cal and RPG fire from an USEF
from the XE, BEng farther w/org, Atty, ARA; IFP and an A/8, Contact broke at
1320 hre w/4 US WIA, 2 MI13A1 dest, and 1 ,51 onl MG oopt, At 1335 hrs C
Troop reinforced and the two units searched thd contact area revealing 15 NVA
KIA md 5 indiv wpns & 2 orew served wpns capts At 1610 again rec SA, AW and
RPG fire from the NE; Eng w/org, Arty and ARA, Contact broke at 1640 resulb-
ang’in 2 US KIA hod 9 US WIA, A search’of the contaot aren révealed 11 NVA
KIA, 2 indiv wpns and’'l crew-served wpn, plus misc equip copt. Total casu
this contaot 2 US KIA, 3 US WIA, and 26 NVA KIA,

gg 131520 Apr XT0226693 B Troop l=1l ACRs Leading veh xeo
1 xd BP8 fire n the B, Eng v/org ond reoc neg return fiwe, Contact broke
immediately and reestablished at 1700 engocing an est sqd size en foroe
w/org, Arty & o LPT, Contact bwoke at 1730 resulting in 4 US WIA 10 NVA KIA
md 1 NVA PW, A Troop, in o mearch of the contoot area the following day
tfound an ndditional 10 NVA KIA bringing the total en ocasu to 20 NVA KIA

md 1 NVA WV,

(w) 150231 Apr PS8 KPAMER: Rec cpprox 20 xds mixed Rocketa,
mortars ond RPG fire from the’S and SW of FSB, Numexous rounds impacted inaide
the PSB resulting in 3 US WIA, 1 M=48 Tank mdd drmnged and 1 M=48 tank deet,

The enemy was engri;2d with org wps artillery, oxmed O=119 airoroft-and Nighthawk,
A first light swep around the FSB revenled 20 NVA KIA, 11 indiv wpns, 5
orev sexrved wpns and miso equip and ammo oapt,.
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(x) 152143 Apr PSB ARKINSON: Heard movement W of FSB and Soout
Dog alerted, Eng'w/org and received an est 60 rds of mixed 240mm, 107Tmm xkts,
82mm, 60mm mortar, 57 KR and B=40 fire, Al#c rec’a gréund attack’from the W
and’a sopper attack from the SE, Eng w/org, Arty, ARA, Nighthawk, Shadow and
A/S, A%t 2217 hts the indirect fire ceased howdver the FSB rec sporadic S
fire until 0230, At 2245 o Flaresghip reé¢ hvy 51 oal grourd to alr fire and
was féxced to crosh lond at FSB ATKINSON, All A/C rec hvy ,51 cal fire fiom
the S, SB, and N of FSB, ARA eng and dest 3 ,51 cal hvy M3 killing 9 NVA,
Wighthowk also dest 1 ,51 oal Rilling 4 NVL, At 0700’a search around the FSB
revealed the bodies of 55 NVA KIA.and 3 PW's (WIA), . E Oo redon plat 1,000
meters 5 of PO ATEISON found 7 NVA KIA in 2 sutomatio ambushes from the
preceding night, At 0930 vic FS3 ROHR E"Recon obsr and killed 4 NVA as the
NVA were evading in 4 westerly diredtion, Total oasu for the attock were T
US KIA md 12 US WIA, 79 NVA KIA and 3 Pw's,

4, 2nd Brigade Operationss

(1) Mission: During this period the 2nd Brignde, the lst ARVN Adrw
borne Brigade, and the 2nd ARVN Airborne Drignde working in close coordination
and cooperation, conducted ground and air recomnaissence in their assigned
ares of operations, All three brigndes were targeted on locating and eliminne
ting the 174 Regiment, 275th NVA Regiment, the K=17 and the K=29 lLocal Force
units, interdicting and neutralizing enemy lines of commnication, denying
the enemy use of known and suspected base erens and cache sites, supporting
the GVN pacification programs, emphnsizing Dorg Tien in gupport ofthe Viet-
namization effort, and intensified psychological operations in support of
Chieu Hoi programs,

(2) Execution:

(a) During February the 2nd Brigode conducted four major oper.
ations targeting its forces araingt VG/N'VA units in the Song Be area with
emphnsis on pacification, while concurrently interdicting rear service group
movement “along the Jolley Trull in enstern and southmcentral Phuoo Long
Province, The 18t ARVN Alirbome Brignde toxpgeted its forces agoinst the 174th
Regimrent and rear service group elemsnts opérating to, the north and northeast
of Song Be, In support of these opsrations, the Brigndes established ten
mobile fire support bases,

1 The first opération wns targeted ogainst VO/NVA forces
opcrating in Phuoc Binh’'district, The 2=12 Cavalry, working olosely with
provincial RF/PF forces, conducted extensive oombined operations to deny
enemy elemonts cocess to the populated areas around Song Be, Taotionl oper=’
otionn were charfwterized by emall unit recomoissonce and ambush activities,
During the month, 2=12 Cavalry unite partioipated in combined operations °
ond training sessions with 36 RP/FF units locotod throughout the distriot.

In suppott of these operations, 64 nir movés were conducted by rotary wing
alyoraft, L simnifioant small unit aotion, illusirative of the tactics
utilized by the 2-12 Cavalry, ocourred on 26 February when‘'on oight man ambush/
sniper term ongofed an enemy force resulting in 10 NVA KIA, 3 AK=47s ohd 3 K54
pistols captured, A total of 6 RVA were killed by an automntic ambushy 2 by
sniper rnd 2 by other small arms,
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2 The second opexration wos tirgeted against enemy rear
sexrvice group activities in Duc Phong District, The 1l=12 Cavalry conducted
extensive interdiction operations along the Jolley Trail, and established two
mobile fire support bases in order to support the eastwnrd movement of its
maneuver elememts, FSD BLANCHARD was estoblished on 9 February and was oclosed
on 15 February when intelligence informmntion revealed that rear service groups
were moving supplies along the II « IIT CTZ boundary, FSB ELAINE was openod
on 15 February to oounter the enery's attempt to bypass allied forces, II
Field Force artillery moved five 155mm howitzers (SP) and two'8" howitzers
(8P) to FSB ELAINE to extend the ronge of allied fire support, Operations ware
conducted north of FSB ELAINE, and coordirustion wes effeoted with IT CTZ to
extend the Cav A0 into Quang Duc Province, Indicative of 1=12 Cavalry opemd=
aticns during the month was the utilization of platoon si%e foxrces to interdict
the trails ard woximum employment of the automatic arbush,

The third operatidér wns targeted apninst enemy rear service
group activities in Don Luan District, As g restuli of the large logistical
complex uncovered by the 3»d Mobile S4rike Force, the Commanding Generals of
II FFV and TIX CTZ directed that a thorough search of the 8lst Rear Service
Group base area be conducted, The lst Alrborme Battalion was airlifted to
south central Thuoo long Province to work the southern extremlities of the Jolley

" Proil leading southwest  toward Rong Rang, In support of this operation, FSB
JAN wos opened on 8 Feb, Ground reconnnissance and interdiction operations
around FSB JAN proved unproductive and on 12 February, the lst Airborne Bote
talion displnced to FSD VAN, Ground operations around FSD VAN also proved
unproductive and battolion elements were aitlifted to FSB TIM on 16 February
to continue operations in their original AO,

4 The fourth operation was torgeted against the 174th
Refziment and rear service group elements opcrating north and northeast of Song
Be, The tactical plan oalled for’the progressive movement of lst ARVN Air-
bomme Drigade forces to the ndrth, supported by artillery fites from mutually
supporting fire support bases, During the month of February, sit mobile fire
gupport bases were’estoblished to support the soheme of mansuver, The 6th
Lirborne Battalion, operating out of FSB JUDIE, displaced north on 17 February
and established PS3 MARGARET, Conourrent with’this nmove, the lst Airborme
Battalion assumed responsibility for FSB JUDIE, which remained open’to provide
mypporting ortillery fires for units operatifig in the Song Be area, The 8th
Airborne'Battalion, operating out of PSB JOAN, established FSB DJANGO on 14
February, FSB JOAN remnined open temporarily to support FSB DJANGO with
artillery fires, F3s DJANGO and JOAN were olosed on 23 and 25 February "
respectively and the 8th Airboxme Dattalion displaced to estoblish FSB LOLYTA. '
As the moww north gained momentum and-enemy cotivity inoreased, FSBs CANDY,
LIOAN ond AUDIE were established on 25, 26 and 27 Felruary respectively, In
order to provide the long range fires requited“to heutralize enemy forces ond
disrupt supply lines in the Bu Gio Mop aren, two 175mm guns (SP) and two 8"
howitsers (SP) were displaced from FSB BUTTONS and moved forwardto FSD CANDY,
Route security along Highway 309 wns provided by the lst Company, 1lst Airbome
Dattalion, the 334 RT Company, and the 33 and’34 PF rlatoons, The 2=12 Cavolry
provide one rifle company td secure FS3 CANDY, The lst Airborme Dattalion’ (=)
moved to establish FSD LOAN, leaving one rifle company to seoure FSD JUDIE,
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The 3rd Dr.gade, lst iCD; released OPCON of the 1=8 Cavalry which estoblished
PSB AUDIE on 27 Pebruary, and began reconnoidsonce and interdiction operations
north end southwest of the fire support hase,

(b) During March the 2nd Brigode conducted thrée major operations
targeting its forces against VC/VA wnits in the Song Be area, The 15th ACR
contimued their route security mission for convoys ond protvided security for
land clearing operations along highwey QL 14 and Route 311, The 2nd Drigade
and 18t ADN Bripnde contimied recomnnissance nnd interdiction’operations in
northern Thuoc long Province, In support of these operations, the Bripgades
established six fire support bases,

1 The first operntions were torgéted against VO/NVA forces
operating in the Song Be area, The 2~12 Cavnlry, working closely with Proe
vinecial RF/‘DF Porces, conducted extensive combincd opérations to deny enemy
elements access to the populated areas around Song 3e, Tactical operdtions
were characterized by small unit reconncissance and arbush cctivities, During
the month, 2=12 Covalry units participated in combined eperations and training
sessions with 33 R.F/TF units located throusghout the district, In support of
these operations 94 airmoves were conducted by rotary wing cirecraft, On 24
March the 2-12 Cavalry, reacting to intelligence, displaced’from FSB BUTTONS
to reopen FSB TIM, After locating a large ammmition c ache, the battalion moved
to FSB JUDIE dn 30 Mawch to conduct interdiction operntions along the Adaus
Trail complex,

2 The second operntion concentrated on land clearing and
convoy security operations along the mojor LOCs in Poc Long Trowince, Tha
50lst Land Clearing Company initiatcd Rome Plow operations on 25 March by
cutting both sides of QL 14 from Duc Phong to the II Corps Boundary, By 3
Moxrch, 5,629 ocres of land had been clenred, In ofdition, the 62nd Brush
Clearing Detachrent, on experimental cutting unit, cormenced operationd on 20
March to remove secondary growth along QL 14 in the vicinity of Dunard, 3By
the end of the month 248 acres of land hac been clearcd of secondary growth,

Security for these engincer units wns provided by the 15th ARVN Cawnlry Rege
iment and the 3~8th ARVN Infantry Dattcolion, To facilitate security requiree
nents for both the land clearing units and for convoys, the 15th ACR and the
3=8th" LAVN Infantry wore placed in dircet support of the 2nd Drigoade on 25
March, During the month thore were a total of 39 conyoys in the 2nd Drignde
aren of operations, Thore were no atbushes and only 4 mining incidents along
QL 14 and Route 311 during the month,

The third operation wns toxveted agoinst the 174th Régiment
and reor servies group eloments opaerating north ond northeast of Song Be.
During the month four fire support bnses and one f{ixed wing airstrip were ’
established to support the scheme of manduver, The 6th iirborne Battalion,
operating out of FSD MARGARVIT, displcoed forward on O March and esteblished
FSB HUNG VUONG, O(n 11 March'the 1=12 Caovalry closed FSD ELAINE and movod
north to establish FSD JEWEL, To provide ndditionAl heavy oartillery support
to the lgt Airborne Battalion and the 1=12 Cavalry, whose units were continuing
operations further north, two 175mm nnd throo 8" guns frém the 6«27 Artillery
moved nlong Hichwony 309 from FSD CUNDY to I'SD ITUNG VUONG, FS3 CANDY was
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oclosed on 15 March, On 22 March the l=lz Cavalry closéd FS JEWEL and opened
FSB SNUFFY on the south end of the Bu Gia Map airstrip, Concurrently, the 8th
Engineer Dattalion began work to upgrade the airstrip, and by 26 March €130
fixed wing aircraft were providing essential moterinls to support allied units
opereting in the .Pu Gia Map arec, On 25 larch the 1=8 Cavalry, after operating
in Base Area 373 for almost a month, closed PS3 AUDIE and reopened FSB CANDY,
Concurrent with the 1«8 Cavalry move, the 6th Lirborme Battalion conducted

a retrograde from I'SB HUNG VUONG to FSB BUTTONS in preparation for o fixed
wing move to Wimg Tou on 26 March, The lst Airborne Battolion displaced their
comand post from PSD LOAN to FSB3 HUNG VUONG and dssumed responsibility for

FSB HUNG VUONG, IFSB LOAN was closed on 25 March, The 3rd Airbomme Battalion
departed Saigon by fixed wing and arrived at FS3 BUITONS on 28 March, The bote
talion conducted o direct exchange with $he G8th lLirborne Bottclion ot FSB
IOLITA and began recomaissance and interdiction operations in their assigned

area of operation,

(o) During April the 2nd Brigode conducted three major operations
targeting its forces against VC/NVA units in the Bu Gia Map and Song Be area,
The 15th ARVN ACR continued their road security mission for convoys along
Highway QL 14 and Route 311, The 2nd Brigade and the 2nd ARVN ABK Brigade
contimed recommalssance and interdiction operctions in northern rhuoc Lang
Province, In'support of these operations the Bripnde established three fire
support bases,

1 The first operation wns torgeted cgainst the 174th NVA Reglw
ment and K29 loonl force units operating in the Bu Gia Mop aren, During the
pexriod 1=9 April the 1l=12 Cov conducted extensive resommaissonce and interw
diotion operstions to deny the enemy acccss to, and use of the Jolley Trail =
Adone Rood corplex, = There were no major eneny contcots, There woere three
large mnitions caches found and fortyeone Montagnards returned to authoritics
at Song Be, Ome Chieu Hoi from this group led clements of the 1=-12 Cav to the
ocopture’of fourteen individual weopons,’ The le12 Cav then redeployed from Bu
Gia Map, closing FSB SNUFFY on 10 April, and assuned the nmission of pacification
of Song De ond dsfense of FSD DUTTONS, During the remainder of the month the
1=12 Cav emphosized denial of nocess routes into population centers in and
around Song Be, The battal ion in olose ocordinntion with 28 RF/PF unite
conducted 42 conbined oéperctions and training programs,

2 The second operction was initinted when the 2nd AVN ABN Bn
arrived at DUTIUNS on the first ard sccond of April and donduocted o direct
exohonge with the lst ARVN ADN Dn who retwrneu to Saigon, Eifeétive 020001
the '2nd ARVN ADN Dde assumed responsibility for the hirborme A0, With the
imminence of the ruiny scason the 175mm @uns 2nd 8" howitzers were retrogrrded
from FSD HUNG VUONG to’'FSD DUTTONS on 3 iprils On 10 April the’'6th /RVN ADN
In arrived at Quan loi, retuming from c siand down in Vung Tau, and on the
11th dieplaced to FSB DIEN HONG and cormenced opemtions, On the 13th the
2nd ATVK LDN Dn displnoed from FSD HUNG VUONG apd redeployed at FS3 CHI LANG
and asmuned control of the western Frmoo Iong AO, The 3xd ARVN /BN Dn bogan
their retrograde of FSY NOUYIN TRAI and releploymont fo Dong Da. To provide
long range fire support two 8" howitzers wero road marched froum FSD BUTTONS
to FSD DONG DA on the 16th of April, In an offort to reduce enemy notivity in
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in the southeastemm seotion of Binh Long Province, the 6th AHVN ABN estoblished
a mobile FPSB named GIA LONG, In an attempt to interdict the enemy's 1L0Cs neax,
the Cambodian border in northem Binh Long Province the 2nd ARVN ABN Bn -
established a second mobile F'SB HONG HA on 24 April 1970,

3 The third operation was initiated when the 212 Cav was
given a change of mission from the pacification of the Song Be area and was
moved into PSB' JOAN to interdict ememy LOCs on 10 April, As a measure to
inorease the interdiotion of +he Adate Trefl the 1l=8 Cav wos displaced from
FSB CANDY to FSB MARGARET on 5 April,. On 7 April in an attempt to realign
forces, and‘based on the impending move of the ARVN ABN Bde into the 3rd
Brigndes A0, the 1=8 Cav assumed responsibility for FSB JUDIE, Based on current
intelligence &nd the enemy activity along the Jolley Trail in eazsterm Phuoo
Long Province, the decision was maode to redeployboth the 18 Cav and the 2-12
Cav, On 18 April the 1=-8 Cav reopened FSB NGUYEN TRAI and started extensive
ground recomalssance operations to,the noirth and wegt, On 19 April the 2«12
olr assaulted C Co to establish 'SB MARISA, Both the 1=8 Cav and the 2-~12 Cav
were targeted against the 174th NVA Regiment’and rear service elementa operw
ating in end around the Jolley Trail Complex,

(3) Signifioant Contaots:

(2) On 10 Februsry at 1845 hrs, vis YU535207, B/1=12 and D/1-12,
vioc YU583180, had automntic ambushes gdo off resulting in 8 NVA KIA, 3 AK=4Ts
and documents captured,

(b) On 11 February at 1450 hrs, vio 535207, B/1=12, while on
ground recon made contact with an’unknown size enemy force, The résults of
the contoct were 4 NVA KIA, 1 SKS, 1 AK~47, and documents captured,

(o) On'12 Pebruary at 1845 hrsj vic YU59T150, E/1=12 hod an autde
matic ambush activate, resulting in 3 NVA KTA, 3 AK=4Ts and doouments captured,

(d) On 17 February at 1130 hrs, vic YU232292, 2nd Brigade
Socouts, ¢ omposed of a LOH and o Cobra from D/229, in response to Ranger Team
45 dightings, e nghged on unknowh rumber of individuals resulting in 15 NVA
KBH, At 1408 hrs, vio YU198262, D/229 engaged 10 to 15 individunls resulting
in 10 NVA KBE, At 1415 hrs, in the some crea, D/229 engaged 3 individuale
resulting in 3 NVA KBH, At 1430 hrs, in the squmo area, the Brigade Scouts
spotted And engnged 6 individuals, resulting in 6 more NVA KBH, Finally, ot
1730 hre, vio YU2681280, ths Drigiade Scouts engnged mumerous individunls resulte
ing in 6 NVA KBH ond 5 NVA KBARA, Totzl kills for this aotion were 45.

(e) On 18 February at 1425 lws, vio YU516222, A/1-12, vhile
moving to secure a downed log bird, made contact with an wiknown size enemy
force and engaged them with organios &4nd artillery, The results of this
action were 9 NVA KIA and 5 NVA KBARA, (Total 14 NVA killed),

‘ (£f) On 26 February at 0700 hrs, vio m1sogg, an automatio
ambugh” established by E/2~12 Sniper Team wrs notivated; the enemy was engaged
with hand grenndes and small arms, The results df tho aotion wore 10 NVA KIA,
3 AK=4T8, 3 K54 pistols, and dooumonts copturud,
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(g) ‘On 3 March at 1100 and 1230 hrs, vic YU295306 and 297308,
respectively, c/1-9 and the Brigade Scouts with D/227 in sapport of the 62
Company, engaged’an unknown size enemry force with organics, resulting in %
NVA KBH by €/1-9, 5 NVA KBH by D/227, and 1 NVA KBH by the Brigade Soouts,
for a total of 9 NVA KBH,

(h) On 13 Maroh at 1215 hrs, vic YU288%5, C/1=9 received grouhd
tp air fire, They engaged the enemy with organios, artillery and air strikos,
k'rﬁlzg'sults. of the nction were 4 NVA KBARTY, and 8 NVA KBH totaling 12 enemy

00

(1) On 13 Moxoh at 1640 hrs, vio YU294427, C/1-9 LOH received
ground to air fire, They spotted and engagsd 5 individuals with organics,
They also adjusted artillery on the looation and mArked the area for an aixr
gtrike, The results of this action were 5 NVA KBH, 3 NVA KBARTY and 2 NVA
KBA/S for a total of 10 NVA KIA,

(j) On 15 Maxch at 0855 hrs, vi3 YU436248, A/1=8 mode contact
with twerty individuals resulting in 4 NVA'KIA, Ab 1637 hrs contact was
reestablished resulting in another NVA KI4i, Jgain at 1730 hrs they resstobe
1ished contact with another 20 ihdividuals resulting in 4 NVA KIA, A total of
9 NVA were killed in this action,

(k) ‘On 15 Morch at 1440 hrs, vio YU200412, C/1=9, while mcking
o BDA of Arc Light, received ground to air {ire, They engaged the area’with
organice and oslled in artillery and air strikes resulting in 8 NVA KBH, 3
NVA KBARTY and 2 NVA KBA/S, A total of 13 NVAi were killed in this action.

(1) On 18 March at 1430 hrs, vio YU433246, A/1-8 mnde ocontaot
with an estimnted twenty individuals, They engced with orgenics and artillexy,
The results of this action were 3 NVA KIA andl 2 NVi. KBARTY fcr o total of
5 enemy killed,

(m) On 22 Maxch at 1204 hrs, vio YU420251, A/1=8 mode contaot
with an unknown size enemy foroce, They engnged with orgonics, artillety and
onlled in Tac Air and ARA, The results of the oontact were 10 NVA KIA,

5 NVA KBA/S and 2 NVA KDARTY, A total of 17 NVA were killod in this aetion,

(n) On 26 March at 1240 hrs, vio YU275349; B/1=12 engnged one
individuol resulting in 1 NVA KIA and ons (XK~47 coptured, AV 1620 hrs they
engaged an unknown sige onemy force with'an automntio ambush and organids
remulting in another 4 NVA KI\, 1 NVA. PW, 3 /X~47s and o 9mn pistol'CIA, 4
total of 5 enemy were killed and 5 individunl weapons were captured, as well
as o PW, vho later died, The PV gtated his unit was the 5th VC Diviaion,

(o) On 27 March ot 1505 his, vio YU284433, A and B/1=12 mode
oontaot vith an unknmown size otiemy force, They engaged with orgnnics, artillexy
and ARA resulting in 1 NVA KIA, 7 NVA KBARTY, & total of 8 enemy were
killed,

(p) On 28 Moroh at 1302 hrs, vic YU267444, A/1=12 m:do oontcot
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with an unknown size enemy force, They returned fire with organics, artillery;
ARA, and an alr strike, Results of the enocounter were T NVA KIA, 8 NVA KBARTY,
5 NVL KDA/S and 3 NVA KBARA, A'total of 23 enemy were killed in this action
and 1 ton of rice was destroyed,

(¢) On 28 Mardh at 1629 hrs, vic YU287433, B/1=12 made éontact
with a squad size'enemy unit, Contact broke at 1640 hrs, At 1930 hrs, oontict
was reestoblished, Bravo Company engaged with organios and antomntio ambush,
remlting in 6 NVA KIA,

(r) On 6 April at 0150 hrs, the 3rd Troop of the 15th ACR and
the 11 Company of the 3«8 ARVN Inf at FSB MIRY received a. ground attack,
Nighthowk and ARA werd called on station,’ The results of the action were:
15 NVA KIA, 3 NVA KBH, 1 NVA PW, 7 AK=4T8, 2 B=40 rocket launchers, 5 B=40
rockets, 1 Chicom olaymore, and 5 AK=47 Mogazines oaptured, (Total of 18
NVA Idlled),

‘ (s) On 22 April at 1130 hrs, vic YU424181, D/2-~12 mode contaot
with an tnknown sizé ensty force in a largé bunker complex and engaged with
orgoniocs, artillery, AR\, ond’an oirstrike; The results of the action wete
9 NVA KIA and 21 B=40 roockets, 23 bioycles, 2 tons of rice, 50 rounds of ,51
ool ammo,‘ 4000 rounds of AR=47 ammo, 5 rounds of T5mm RR’ammo, 4 rifle grenndes,
documents, and miscellaneous personal &quipment captured, The bunker oomplex
oconsiated of approximately 200 bunkers,

(t) On 27 april ot 1030 hrs, vio YU332292, B/1-8 made dontact
with an utknown size enefry force in tunkers and engaged with organiés, ARA,
airstrike, and artillery, The results of the action were 7 NVA KIA, 6 NVA
KBA/S, and 8 NVA KDARL., (Total of 21 NVA killed),

(u) On 27 April at 0920 hrs, vio YU366204, A/2=12 mnde contact:
with an unknown size forsce, Contact contimied throughout the day and during
this time A/2«12 engnged the’enemy force, whigh was estimated to b a commny
pized element, with organios, ARA, airstrikes, C/1=9 and artillery, On 28 ’
April whilo‘sweeping through this arec A/2-12 found 13 NVA KIA, 5 NVA KBA/S,
3 NVA KOB4RA, and 3 NVA KBARTY, (Total of 24 NVA killed).

(v) On 30 ipril at 0820 hrs, vio YU315279, C/1=8 rndc contact
with an estimnted platoon sized eneny fotce, They engoged the enemy with
orgonich, artillery,’ARA, and air strike, The results of the adtion were 14
NV.. KIA, 4 NVA KBA/S, and 6 NVi KBARTY (total of 2} NVA lkilled),

o, Bri QOpexrations

(1) Mission: During the period 1 February = 12 April 1970 the primary
efforts of the Brigade contimued to be directed tovrad incerdiction of the
Serges Jungle Highway and neutrolization ol thc VO infrastruoturo and local
foroe units, The Brigade contimiod overwodoh responsibility for the 9th .JIWN
Regiment, for RVNAF/GVN forces and installdtions in Binh Long Province ard
for Bo Duo Distriot of Pmoo Long Province, During the poriod 10 = 15 April
1970, tactionl responsibility for A0 Kentuoky Rncer was passed to the let

17
v CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT:; Operstional Report for Quarterly Perdiod Rading 30 April 1970

ARVN Airborme Brigede and the 34 Brigade reloocated to eastexrn War Zone "C",

The newly assigned mission of the Brigade eforpassed interdiction of the

Saigon River Corridor snd the Mustang Trail, targeting specifically against

the 10lst and 165th Regiments and the 50th and 82nd Beax Service Groups,

The brigade sontimied to support pacification programs in Binh long Provinoce,

mhadsed "dong Tien" operations in support of GVN pacification and Chieu
I!Wmo

(2) Exeoution: Taotical operations during this period emphasigzed
combined coordingted opérations with RVNAP tarzeted against interdiction of
main force infiltration, upgrading RF/PF units in Binh Long Pfovince and
neutealization of thé VU infrastruoture and local force units, Elements of
the 1-5 Cav, 25 Cav, 1=7 Cav, 1«8 Cav, and 11th ACR conoluded operations
along the Serges Jungle Highway, after sudoessfully sealing this main route
of enemy infiltration and logistical flow, As the threat from main force
elements diminished, emphasis was direoted toward Viethamization and the
neutralization of enemy base areas and caclie complexss, During the quarterly
reporting period the 3d Brigade wog fensmnlly targetod against the D 168 and
' 368 Looal Force Battalions, the°95C, 10lst and 165th NVA Regiments and the
50th and 82nd Bear Servioe Groups, During the closing weeks of the quarter
the efforts of the Brigode were redirected to eastern War Zone "C™ where
infiltration along the Saigon River Corridor and Mustang Trail had recently
been left unimpeded, ,

(3) General: KNVA/VC offensive high points ocourred in early February,
early Maxch md late April, Heavies activity was noted in the Bo Duo Distriot
area and in eagtérn War Zons "C" where only main force company or larger size
oontact occurred, While standoff attacks were mumexrcus they were mot of the
intefsity ohareoteristic of detemined attaoks in the western War Zone "C® '
area, but rather appeared 4s a harassing adtion, Ground to air firing inoidents,
similar to ground contadts, were predominamt in the Bo Duc Distriot aren and
in eastern War Zone "C", The majority of the oontaots were small oontacts
involving enemy forces of generally less than squod sise where the ememy did
not demonstraote a desire to initiate or maintain oontoot with friendly foxves,
The area of operatiéns remained essentially unohanged during the initial 20
days of the quarter, It encompassed the northeastemn portion of Binh Long
Provinoe and the northwestemn portion of Poo Long Province, On 19 Meb, with
the assumption of OPCON of TF Master, the axea of operstions wos qpa.ndo& to
ensompass all of Binh Iong Provinoe north of Chon Thanh, In Alde-Amril with
the turmover of the area of operations to the 34 ARVN ABN Dde, o new 34 Dde
area of opexrations wos established iA eastem Vax Zone "C" ostride the Saigm
River corridor and the Mustang Trail,

(4) Signifiocant Activitiess

(o) The firet five days of Folbrunry were charnoterised by an
xtrenely high incidende rate of ground=to-Alr firings and stand-off attaoks
n the Bo Duo Distriot, During this peritd, there were twelve (12) standoff
ttooks diredted primarily ogainst the CP, 3-9 ARVN Bn and Bo Duo Distriot
esdquarters, Mesulting friendly losses were 6 VN oivilians WIA and 250 x
05m HE rounds dewtroyed, Ground to nir firing inoidents nuzbexed ten (10)
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resulting in no friendly losses and 35 NVA killed, Ground coniacts totaled
five (5), the enemy force varying in size from one squad to an estimnted
corpony, Resulting friendly losses totaled 3 CIDG VIA with enemy losses
reported as 25 killed,

(b) The period 6=13 February wos one of negligible enemy
aotivity, Three ground contacts with 3«5 individuals each, two automstic
ambush detonations and twd unsuccessful ground to eir firing incidents’ sume
norize the enemy activity, Tosses inoluded 5 US WIA and 11 NV4 killed,

(¢) On 140530 Febmuary, an cutomatic ambush detonated vicinity
D/1-~7 Cav NDP at YU105311 resulting in 5 ¥C KIA and 1 V¢ PW, Numerous docus
ments also were captured, . second attomntic ambush detonated at 150645
Pebruary in the aame general vicinity, resulting in 2 NVA KIA,

(d) On 19 Febrimry, 3d Drigade assumed OPCON of 3=11 ACR (=)
and 2<5 Cav forming TF Master, This force expanded Brigade operations to the
north and west of Loo Ninh, resulting in several significant contacts with
KVL main force elements, '

(e) The evening of 26 February was attonded by a marked increame
in enemy activity throughout the area of operations, During the petiod 262000~
272000 Fedruary, there were eight (8) standeoff attacks of varying dégrees of
intensity, primarily direcoted agninst RF/PF outposts and GW hamlets, There
wvere alsq 3 minifg incidents, Results of this inoreased activity inoluded 11
RF/PF/RD/CIV WIL, 1 ED KIA, 2 US WIA cnd 9 enemy killed,

(£f) A/2-5 Cov, on 28 February, at 0900 hrs, while on &round:
recomaissonce, made ‘contact with USEF, ARA and crtillery auppo The
oontaot resulted in 9 NVA KIA and no friendly oasuclties,

(8) B/1-9 acerial rifle platoon wad airwassaulted 281645 February
into the arés of a und to air firing inoident, The ARP engiged an estimated
NVA plotoon, The B/1=9 Cav ARP recoived fire from three sides, Quick reactiom
forces (C16/1=5 Cav) reinforced, Detweon 1645 and 1930 hra thére were four
separate contacts, The QRF and ARP were extrnoted at 1930 hrs.  Contact woa
supported by ARA and artillery and resulted in € NVA KIA,

(h) NVAAC highpoints activities contimued through the night of
2 March 1970, There were eight (8) stand=off attacks in the firet two days of
March directad primorily against GVN hamlets, Two of these inoidents wexe
followed up by platoon size peretrations of the rempeoctive villages, There ;
were also three ground to oir'firings and four ground contosts, three of whioh
were light, fleeting ocontoota, '

(1) At 1150 hours on 2 March, L Troop, 3=11 ACR (TP Master)
recaived smoll arms fire from an estimated 10-20 KV vio their NDP, L Troop
pursued the vithdrowing ensoy southeost into a bunker complex where they :
reoeived smrll arms‘and B&40 rockst fire, Oontcot droke at 1230 hrs vith the
 ersmy evoding south, ADA, ortillery, and B/1~9 Oav supported tho oontaot
vhioch yesulted in 30 VA killed,
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(3) At 1915 hrs en 9 March, on cutomatic ambush was detonated
at XU682085 in the vicinity of L/3w11l ACR's (TF Mnster) night defensive position,
The area wns engaged with indirect fire, A firgt light ésweep revealed hoavy
blood trails which were followed by a dismounted platoon, At &pproximately
1030 hours, vicinity XU675075, subseque—t to f inding 1 NVA KIA, the platoon
made heavy contoact with an estimated NVA battalion in bunkers, The enemy
force wog later identified as o battalidn of the 209th NVA Regiment, 1L Troop
(=) reinforced and was supported by ARA, artillery ond 4 airstrikes, A swecp
of the contact area revealed 5% NVA killed dnd resulted in the capture of an
additional 5 NVA plus weapons and equipment, Friendly losses resulting wexe
4 US KIA and 26 US WIA.

(k) On 12 March, at 0950 hours, vieinity YOO13002, the 2nd
platoon, C/1-7 Cov made contact with an estimnted NV squad while checkifng out
the area of on automatic ambush detonntion, Artillery and ARA supported,

Contact broke =t 1140 hours, C(=)/1=T Cav veinforced ond reestablished comm

taot at 1330 hours, Sporadic contact ¢ontiimed throughout the afteroon with |
artillery, ARA, and TAC air sapporting, Contaot broke ot 1731 hours, Results
of the contact were 6 NVA KIA, 3 US WIA and 1 US Kii.

(1) On 240813 March ah automatic ambush detonnted at XU975109,
resulting in 1 NVA KIA, “4th platoon, B/1=T Cav swept the contact area with
negative further results, At 1355 hours, 2nd plctoon observed and engaged 4
NVi‘in the same general area, The enemy retumed fire and evaded, 4t 1430
hrs, the 2nd plrtoon again mide contact, engeging with organics, ARA omd
artillery, The enemy evaded, While continuing to sweep the contact area the
following dny, B/1=T Cav uncovered o bunker complex revealing 20 NVA killed,

(m) From 312100 March = 010005 April, Quan Loi Dase Camp received
an estinated 25 x 82mm mortar rounds, 4 unknown'type rounds and 5 x T5mm
rounds impécting within the defensive perimeter, There weré no f{yiendly
cosualties, hovever, equipment damnged included 1°UH=-1H CBL, 5 UH-1E, 5 OF=fa,
2 Ah1G, 10 x % ton and 2 %-2% ton trucks dnmaged,

(n) On 12 April, the 3d Drigode realigned its area of operntions
to esstern Wanr Zone "C",

(o) During the afternoon of 16 April, between 1400 cnd 1620
hours, o combined US/RF force mnde contaot with on USEF vicinity'XUT960TO.
Initial contncts resulted in 2 RF WIA and 1 RF KIA, 4th platoéon, C/1=5 Cav (=)
reinforoced the 213th RF Commny and contact wos reeatablished, Fnemy forxces
engoged with small arms, B30 rotkets and 82mm mortar fire, Flendly forces
returmed fire with orgonics, Aith, and artillery, D/1=9 Cav scout tean wos on
station, Contact broke lmmedistely with the enemy force evading, Cafualtiens
included 2 US WIA and 5 RF WIA, There were no oonfirmed enemy losses,

(p) The 2nd platoon, C/1=7 Cav hod on outormntic asmbush detonate
vieinity XT575743 at 2207 hours on 16 April, The ambush site wng engngod
vith organics, artillery and 81 mm morbor fire, A sweep of the ambush site
xevealed 8 NVA KIA,
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(a) B/227 AVN Nighthowk on 200015 April sighted and ongnged
20~30 NVA clong the bank of thé Saigon Niver visinity XT518667. Thse engogo=
ment resulted in 10 NVA killed,

(r) On 260930 April, C/1-7 Cov while on ground reconnaissance
vicinity XT605733 mode contaot with an estimated VA company in bunkers,
Contact continted sporadically tntil 1300 hours with c/1-7 Cav being supported
with artillery, ARL and TAC air, Results of the ocontact were 4 NVA KTA, 2 US
KIA, ond 15 US WIA,

(s) At 15% hours on 29 April, while establishing an automatic
ambugh vicinity XT630742, lst platoon, L/1=7 Cav observed and engaged 1 NVA,
The enemy evaded, wos pursued and conbtost wos reestablished at 1600 hours with
en USEF in bunkers, Enety fire wos returned with orgenies, AR\, and artillery,
B/1=9 Cav was on station, A UH-1H flying medevoe was hit by ground to air
fire ard mnde o controlled emergency landing, The B/1-9 Cav ARP secured the
downed aircraft, At 1805 hrs while sweeping the oontact aren, contact was
reestablished, "Contact broke at 1810 hours, At 1900 hours an USEF was engaged
outside the NDP, Contact was supported by ARA and axtillery; Contact broke
ot 1910 hours, Total results of the contoots were 5 NVA KIA, 2 US KIA and
4 US WIa, '

f. 1lst Squodron, 9th Cavalry Operations:

(1) The 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry céntimued reconnaissance operations
throughout the lst Ahir Cavalry Division's 40, Alpha Troop remained in divect
support of the 1gt Brignde whilc the Squadrdn (<) romeined in goneral support
of the Division (=) with priority of effort shifting ns necessary 6 ncoomo-
date enemy activity,

(2) Durin; the first portion of the current reporting period erphasis
wag placed on interdloting and developing tha Jolley Trail and supporting the
Division's northerly movement throughout the A0, During Maroh the lst Brigade
A0 was extended west to the Cambodian berder’'in the Dog's Head area, Alpha
Troop placed priority of effort to that area, identifying and eliminating thé
NV, main orossing points from Cambodia to South Vietnam in the Dog's Head,
The 3rd Brigade took an AQ extension westwnxd to the XT 36 N/S grid line, B
Troop placed priority of effort on this area during the reporting poriod, ¢
Troop continued to support 2nd Brignde and monitor the Jolley Trail network,

(3) The Squndron distributed its casets in this fashion from March
%o the end of the reporting period, The only aexoeption wns thot B Troop wua
toaked to supply one Pink Team per day to the 2nd .RVN ADN Drigedo in the €
Troop A0 from the middle of Lpril to the yresent, ‘This measure was' adopted in
oxdexr to assist C Troop in covering their AQ whioh, dus to itas aize, is
diffioult to cover adequately with tho asseds of o sinile troop, D Troop
also supported the 1lth ACR with visual roconnaissonce,

(4) The quarter ended with the squodron in this coffipuration,
Priority of effort wos atill with A Troop in the Dog'e Hend, and the enomy
hos displayed an incrensed ogzressiveness in attaocking aireraft in all portions
of the Division's A0, Alpho Troop controts during the reporting periocd woxe
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primarily with the 9th VC Division, Troops B and C had contaot mainly with
the 7th NVA and 5th VC Divisions., Specific results of the contaos weres

éag Enemys 831 KBH, 52 KIA) 5 TW
b) US: 8 KIA, 55 WIA

(5) Significant Contactss

(a) Operations conducted by Trps 4 and B, 1=9 AIR CAVALRY
SQUADRON on 1 Feb 1970 resulted in 50 NVA KDE, KDARA, ond KBA, and 1 truck
destroyed, While oonducting aerial recormaissance, at 1050H, XT411797, an
_0H6A from Trp A recéived heavy automntic weopons fire and sustained several
hits, The alroraft, immediately locating the enemy firing positions, engaged
them with organioc weapons, résulting in 11 NVA killed, At 0820H, YU095321,
an’ OHGA' fxom Trp B received ,30 cal MG fire and engoged the area with organio
weapons, 'resulting’in 4 NVA killed, While conduoting aerial reconnaissance,
at 0935H, YU109324, Trp B aircraft received automotic weapons fire from
several individuals, The enemy soldiers werc éngaged with organicwesponsy
resulting in 4 NVA killed, An CH6A from TrpB, at 1125H, YU108326; spotted
and engnfed one enemy soldier and killed him, Alrornft from Trp B, ot 11304,
XU922240, while conduoting serial recomnaissance, spotted an enemy truck, The
vehicle, 3/4 to 1'ton in sizé, wns engoged with an air strike and resulted’in
1 truck destroyed, At 1400H, in the vicinity of the destroyed enemy truck,
an OH6A from Txp B received ,30 cal M3 fivre, The suspected enemy firing
position was engaged with organic weapons, supported by ARA and air strikes,
resuljing in 8 NVA killed, An OHEA from Trp D, at 1345H, XU91T234, received
cutomtic veapons fire and engaged the aven’with organic weapons, supported
by an air strike,’resulting:in 2 NVA killed, While conducting o DDA of alr
strikes, at‘1415H, XU916254, airoraft from Txp B spotted 6 NVA KBA, Contirming
the mission, the OHEA spotted and engnged 4 enemy soldiers and killed them,
At 15028, in the vicinity of the air stiikes, the OBEA spotted seferal enemy
soldiers and engaged them with organics, Supported by air strikes, resulting
in an odditional 5 NVA killed in the axea, An OHAA from Trxp B, at 1700H,
X09052%, while oonduoting an assessment of ARL firings, spotted 2 NVA EBARA.

Contimuing the nssessment of ARA firings mission, at 1705H, XU917235, the
OHAA spotted an additional 3 NVA KBARA, -

(b) Opézations conducted by Txp B, 1«9 Cav on 3 Feb 1970 tesulbed
in 33 NVA EBE ond KBA. While conduoting oerial reconnaissonce, at 1305H,
YU151288, an OHGA spotted’ severnl individunls and engaged them with organios,
vesulting in 4 NVA killed, At 1440H, in the area of the earliex sightings,
airoraft from Txp B ober several fore enemy’ soldiers &nd engoged them, resulbe
ing in an odditional 6 NVA killed, An OH6A, ot 1500E, YU145280, received
sutomntio wecpons fire and engnged the area with organios, supported by an oir
strike, resulting in 4 NVA killed, At 1540H, YU140278, an OH6A received cutos
matio weapons fire and enfoged the ores with organics, olr etrikea supporting,
resulting in 1 KVA killed, While conduoting a BDA of oir strikes at 1555H,
10146281, an OHGA and’an Alxr Fotoe PAC spotted 6 NVA killed, Oontirming the
S0A mission; the OH6A, at 1605H, YU146279, spotted an additional NVA killed,
At 1T00H, YU146281, the OHGA and Air Force FAC spotted 5 more enemy killed,
the OH6A spotted one individual in the area and ongnged him, resulting in
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1 NVA killed., An OHGA, at 1800H, YU146281, observed several burkers that
showed signs of recent use, The arés wng enghged with organio weapongs md
resulted in 3 NVA killed, At 16830H, YU145279, while conducting a BDA of air
strikes, an OH6A spotted 2 NVA killed, '

(o) Operstions conducted by Troop B, 1~9 AIR CAVALRY SQUADRON
on 11‘Feb 1970 resulted in 9 NVA killed, While conducting uerial recormaise
sanoe, ot 1440H, XU595103, an OHEA from Trp B observed a recently used trail
leading into an area with several bamboo structures, Contiming the recon=
naissance of the oren, the airoraf't spetted severnl enemy soldiers on the trail
and engnged them with orgnnic weapons, The aotion resulted in 9 NVA killed,

' {4) . On 24 February 1970, at 1220H, XT169961, A Troop Blues mde
oontact with o amall size force and’captured fouxr (4) prisoners, two (2[ AR=4Te
-and one SKS, At 1630H, at XT177969, Apache 14 sighted 4 indivi&uals alk

south on‘a northeseuth trall, He engaged with organics resulting in 4 KbH,

At 1635H, XT181973, Apache 14 sighted 3 more individuals on o trail, engoged
with organics resulting in 2 KBH; one individual evnded into the bamboo, At
1700H, the Blues located 2800 pounds of rioce,

(e) On 1 March 1970, at 1600H, XT183%993, A Troop Pink Team
spotted approximately twelve structures, Struotures appemred to be loaded
with'rice, Alroraft engaged the structures with orzanios and'uncovered the
rice, A line unit was put into this area to extrnot the rice, After four days
opproximately 120 tons of rice had been extracted and 14 tons destroyed in ploce,
(f) Early evening operations conducted by Trp B, 1=9 AIR CAVALRY
SQUADRON on 10 March 1970 acoounted for 26 enemy soldiers eliminated, While
conducting aerial reconnaissance at 1825H, XU828213, aixoraft from Trp B @pote
ted o large enemy force moving in a southerly dircotion and-engaged them'with
orgonic weapons, reéeiving automatic wespons fire in return, The action, tmg-
ported by urtiliery, contimed until acourate and intense fires hod killed 2
NVA, forcing the remainder of the ememy to hostily retreat from the area.

= , (g) Operations conducted by Txoop C, 1=9 AIR CAVALRY SQUADRON

on 13 Maroh 1970 remulted in 12 NVA soldiers killed, At 1205H, ygeea¥s,

during the conduct of m aerinl reconnaissance mission, aircraft from Trp C
received automatio weapons fire and suastoined severnl hits, The suspected
ememy firing positions were engaged with organio weapons, supported by artile
lexy, and resulted in an initial 4 NVA killed, Airoraft from Ttp C returmed

to the area to continue the reconnaissance mission and at 1425H, spotted several
individuals, The enemy soldiérs were engaged with organic weaponh, resulting
in an additional 8 NVA killed, Friendly casualties were 1 US WIA,

(n) On 14 Maroh 1970, at 1920H, XT191711, an A Troop AHe1G apote
ted six individuanls in o bomb orater and'engaced with 20mm resulting in 6 RVA
KDH and 1 D=40 rocket louncher destroyed, While conduoting asrial reconaissancéd
of an area that hod reported earlier ground to air firings, aireraft from Txp C
at 1705H, YU294427, spotted 10 individtals moving aoross an open area, The
enemy wos engoged with orgdnic weapons, supported by artillery amd air strikes,
resulting ir 10 NVA killed,
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g (4) Opexations condusted by T 0, 3e8'A
15 March 1970 accounted for 15 NVA soldian kil1ed, .

AL N ey

of an Aro Iight Strike at 1500H, YU301409, ‘airoraf't Trok 0"
KB Aro light, Cont the mission, the alroraft received: oS1
anl engaged the arés with organic weapons, xesuliing in '8 mellEAw plimina
At 15%0H, YU290412, contimilhg toteok the drea of earlisr gyl ® uir fird
the ‘airoxaft again received ;51 cal M3 fire,  The eremy firing"gattion wes .
engiged vith organic weapons, dupported by artillery, and resqlied iy mother
5 WA killed in the ares,  ’ ’

(3) O0n’17 Maroh 1970, at 1150 hours, at X¥165973, an A Froop
AB=1G réceived heavy ,51°cal fire with négative injuriesy aimsraft received one
(1) pit, Ares was engaged wWith oxgnnios, ARA and air strikes, resulting in
Aine (9) FVA XBE by A Troop, four.(4) NVA KBARA; and three (3) XBA, One (1)
.5i caliber machinegun wos destroyed by A Troop, and one (1) ,51 caliber
machinegun destxoyed by ARA, '

(k) On 19 Maroh 1970, ot 1215 houbs, XT991778, A Troop Bluse
mode oontact with estimated ocompany’ sise element, Blues engnged with oxgenios,
a Troop Cobras, ARA, and airstrikes, resulting in nine (9) WA KDH by A Troop,
four (4) NVA KDARA, and twentyesix (26) NVA KIA by Dlues, Thé Dlues niso
osptured six (6) AK-4T rifles ond destroyed meven (7) AK~47's, one (1) RFG
launcher and twelve (12) RPG rounds, Doouments were also oaptured and turned’
over to the 1lst Brigade, Four (4) Dlues were slightly injured in the contact,

(1) on 1 April 1970, séversl differont actions were reported,
In the vioinity of grid sguare XT1598, appréximitely 25 individuals were
sighted and engsged resulting in 15 NVi KBH, In other actions throughout the
day 5 RVA KBH were reported,

(m) ‘While conducting aerial recomnaissance on 5 Lpr 1970, ot
14408, ot YU348337, an OH=6A from Troop €, 1«9 AIR CLVALNY SQULDRON received’
84 fire and engaged the ares with organic wenpons, resulting in 3 NVA killed,
At 16508, contimuing the recommaissance mission, aireraft from Troép C spote
ted several moxe’of the enemy and again engoged them with’organios, supported
by an air strike, resulting in an additlonal 9 NVA killed, bringing the total
to 13 enemy soldiers killed in the area,

(n) While conduoting aerial rcoomaissance at 0745H on 12 Aprdl
1970 at XT458760, airoraft from Troop B, 1= AIR CLVALRY SQUADRON received
+30 ool M3 and automatio weapons fire, Tho suspected enefry firing positions
were engoged with organic wedpons, supported by artillery, ARA and air strikes
repulting in 12 enemy killed,

_ (o) 1«9 Covalry, B Troop, XTASTT78, NW of PSB JAMIE: A%
131520 April while on a visual recofinnissance, a light fire toom receivod
#umall ‘ame, automatic weapons, and 430 caliber fire frém an unknown size enemy
foros, The aren wos engnged with organic wenpons, A\, an air etrike, and o
Jight fire team from 3d Brignde Soouts, As o result of the cémbined fire
thare were 28 énemy killed, 15 by B Troop, 4 by aix, 6 by ARi, and 3 by 34
Srigndo Scocuts, In addition 1 crew-served weapon wro destroyed and 3 seoondary
explosions wore observed,
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(p) At 1705H on 18 April 1970, at XT59773R, while ocoupying a
PZ in preparation for an extraction, the rifle platoon and airoraft from .
Troop B, 1=~9 ATR CAVALRY SQUADRON received heovy cutomatic weapons fire from
on unknown size eneny force, The enemy fire was imtodiately retttrned with
organic wecpons’from the gtound troops and airoraft, The contacl supported
by Btry D and €, 2=20 Arty, wns broken when the enemy retreated, resulting in ’
18 enemy soldiers killed, The Rifle Platoon was extracted at.1745H, At 183CH,
Troop B alrcraft réturned to the area, spotted 3 NVA soldiers and engeged
them with organios, resulting in an additional 3 enemy killed; bringidg the
total to 21 enemy soldiers killed, There were no friendly casunlties,

() While conduoting serinl recommnissance at 1720H on 22 Apxil
1970 at ¥YT522842, and OHAA from Troop €, 1~9 AYR CAVALRY SQUADRON spotted
several individunls and ongaged them with organic weapons, resulting in 6 NVA
killed, Continuing the mission in the area, the airdraft received automntic
woepons fire and sustained an unknown muber of hits, The suspooted enemy
firing positions were engonged with organics, suppofted by artillery and LRA,
resulting in an additional 6 enemy soldiers killed, bringing the total to 12
NVA killed in the area, There were no friendly oasualties,

(r) A Troop on 27 April 1970, ot 0923 hours at grid coordinates
XT2929T5: 4 individunls were sighted amd cngaged resulting in 4 WA KDH, At
1240 hours at grid coordinntes XT126953, an A Troop OH=-GA received heavy 30
ocol, and D=40 fire from 8-10 individunls, The aren wnd engnged reelting in
6 NVA KDH., At 1805 hours at grid ooordinntes XT113935, an A Troop OH=64
sighted’ 18 individuals wearing dark green uniforms and helmets with undetermined
weopongsy, The enemy was engoged with orgonics ~nd an airstrike resulting in
11 NVA KDE ond 4 KBA/S, Throughout the day 11 more NVA KBH were reported with
9 NVA KBA, Total enemy oasunlties were 45 WVA killed,

‘(s) During the conduct of ‘gorisl reconnoissance’operctions
29 April 1970, an OH=6A from Troop C, 1=9 AIR CAVALRY SQUADION, ot 1435H, YU
428242, spotted o bunker complex and severcl troils thot indicated recent
heavy use by the enemy, Contimuing to check the aren, the aireraft received
sutomatic weapons fire fxrém several individuals end engaged them with orgonios,
resulting in 4 NVA killed, Returning to ths area at 1620H, airoraft from
Troop C agein received automitic weapéns fire and engnged the suspected enemy
firing positions with organic weapons, stpported by an air strike, resulting
in an odditional 7 enemy soldicrs killed, bringing the total to 11 NVA killed
in the axea,

e lst Covalry Division Artill gratio

(1) Mission: The lst Cavalry Division irtillery and supporting five
units provide fire support to let Cavalry Division (/M) maneuver forcos within
the divieionis’assigned TAOI and take necesscry aotion to onhance GVN paocifie
oation efforts, and to improve the affectiveness of all RVNAF ulements,

(2) Spmoinl Mission; The lst Ccvalry Division Artillery (AM) cone-

times to not as the nansuver headquarters for A0 Chief and Sontrél the
defenses of the lst Cavalry Division base ocrzp ot Poc Vinh, RVN,
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(3) Intelligences

(a) Surveys The lst Cavalry Division Artillery Survey Seotien
contimed to prévide fourtheorder survey data to artillery battalions within:
the Division A0, "Control was brought into 13 new fire support bases and into
one reopened base, The Division Artillery Survey Seotion oalibrated the .
weapons of 14 US Piring Datteries and one ARVN Battery, They participated in
the "Dong Tien" Program by presenting a one week training ssssion im the opem-
ation and administration of a Survey Information Center (SIC) for two 5th
ARVK Division Suxrvey Persormel, The Survey Section also contirmed to provide
"on oscll" oratér analysis tesms for immediate Tesponse to all stand=off attocks
on Caxp Goxvad,

(v) Radar:

) HHB Division Artillery ond each of the three DS artillery
battalions opernted an AN/MPQe4A comnter=mortor radar during the period, In
addition, II Pield Force Artillery had one Qw4 radar detachment operating
vithin the A0 that ocoupied positions at F&B's CAROLYN, SNUF¥Y, SONG DE, and
QUAN 10X, The radars contimued to provide eupport in their primary mission
of ocounter~mortar and counter-rocket location, They also contimed to conduct
radar registrations for all firing wnits iocated within their aron,

2 Division Artillery had on AN/TPS=25 ground surveillance
radar detachment assigned, The TPS=25 continued to provide coverage for the
Canp Goxrvaed area, One hundred and sixtj=ons hostile targets were acquired
and engaged during the reporting period, In addition to providing a rapid
and acourate target detection means, the TPS=25 was also used as a reliable
method of vexrifying intelligence information produced by other target acquis
sition sources,

3 Diviafon Artillery continued to have responsibility for
the control and manogement of the Division's AN/PPS-4 & 5 ground surveillanoe
rodar sets, High priority contimuies to be placed an contimious redar coverage,
This resulted in the Division Artillery contimuihg its program of "Rodax
Expresa” miesions in whith noneoperational rodoxs are replaced At the fire
base by operational eets, inguring maximm oontimious operation,

(4) Operutions:

(a) Concept of Operationss Artillery Suprort £or maneuver bat
talion operations sonsisted of Direct Support, General’Support, and Genexal
Support Reinforoing (Modified) plus additionnal support, &s required from the
23 Artillery Group and heavy artillery support from II Field Forve Artillery,
Dixeot Bupport artillery was provided dy the artillery battery habitually
associated vith the maneuver battalion, Assigned medium artillery wus cmployed
in thes General Support Reinforoing vole to Lo responsive to the calls forx
additional fires by the Direot Support battalions, Aeriol Rocket Artillery
(AnA) 1s ossigned o General Support Reinforcing (Modified) role to permit the
Direot Support Dattalion to oomit up to two scotions under spedifio oircums
stances, Heavy artillery support is provided Ly tho 6th Dattalion, 27th
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Artillery and 2nd Battalion 32nd Artillery, ADA’automatic weapons are also
employed for fire support base/base camp defcnse, oonvoy security, and support
of Special Forces/CIDG ard olementa,

;‘§
:
;

(v) xecution:
1 Organization for Combats

2nd Bn; 19th Artys DS 1st Bde; lst Cavalry Division
1st Bny; TT7th Arty:s IS 2nd Dde; 1st Covolry Division
lst Bny 21st Artys DS 5rd Bde, lat Cavalry Division
‘1st Bny 30th Artys GSR, lst Cavalry Division

2nd Bn, 20th Arty: GSR (Mod), 1st Cavalry Division

2 Aress of Operations The three brigodes of the lst Cav-
alry Division and the 11lth Armored Cavalry Negiment operate in the following
oreas: The lst Brigode AO ie generally in Western War Zone ¢ (Dog's Head Area),
The 2nd Brigade operates north from Song Be to Combodin to south of Dong Xoal
and eagt to the boundary with II Corps Tactical Zone, The 3rd Brigade operates
out of Quan Loi in Binh Long Province and western Plmoo Long Province,

Divieion Artillery oontinues operations in AQ Chief camtered around Phuoo Vinh,
extending to the north of QL 13 from Chi Linh to Dong Xoal and south to the
Song Be mvero LY

(o) Operationnl Sumary:

1 .The month of February was characterized by a general de-
orense in enemy activity throughout the Division A0’ despite the enemy offensive
expected in conjunction with the TET holidcy period, An operntion to intorw
diot the Jolley Road Logistical network in the 2nd Brigade AD inoluded the
uge of all colibers of artillery weapons, Iight fnd medium artillery wos
moved rapidly from one light fire base to another, north to Bu Gia Map, 175mm
and 8 inoh artillery was mcved forword from FSO BUTTONS by outting trails for
these self-propelled weapons. The massing of nll avallable artillery fires,
in conjunotion with Toao=Air and B=52 striles’vms one of the keys to the success
of the operation, DPowerfil TOI''s were fired, employing up to 36 artillery
pleces on several torgets, '

The Bu Gio Map operation contimmed into Maroh, Contaot
pioked up during 'Eh:l.s reporting period and by tho end of March the 1=-TTth
Artillery was averaging 61 rounds fived per tube per day supporting the 2nd
Drigede ond the ARVN Alrborne, Significant artillexry action developed in the
Dog's Heand, northwest of Tny Ninh, The enomy proved to have o great copobility
for maseing’indirect fire, This was demonstrated in attacks agninat FS3 JAY
on 29 March, F ILLINGSWORTH on 1 April and FSD ATKINSON on 16 ipril,
S.nmulm support provided during the attack on FSD JAY 1s desorived in detail

Tob 8) Thorough prior planning for the employment of all fire support .
assets proved invaluoble in the suocessful defense of these fire support bases,
The planning and exeoution of defonsive fire plans, as’desoridbed and demon~
strated in previous Fire Support Coordination Seminnrs, 1s valid and necessaxy,
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(5) Armmition Expenditures = HE (1 February 1970 = 30 April 1970)s

NI CALIBER AOUNT
2nd Bn} 19th Arty 105m 116; 624
let Bn) 21let Arty 105m ;121
tst Bn, T7th Arty 105m 1928

. Total 105m Y
1st Bnj th Arty 155m 825728
and Bn) 20th Arty 2;25 FELR 129,967
2nd Bnj 20th Arty Te 3855925
40mn 24,275

~2nd Bn, 20tk Arty.
| (6) Aftillery Moves 1 February 1970 - 30 April 1970s

Feb T0 Max 70 Apr 70  Beporting Period

and Bn) 19th Arty 1 9 u 39

1gt Bn} 2Ast Arty 4 4 6 14

mmmEr.r 7 ¢ 8
n;. +« Aadeppe « ¢ « ¢ @ R

MAL..OOCOIOOOCOOO!..O 8 é r9- K

(7) 2nd 3n, 20th Artillery'(ARA) Brploysnt Statistics for the
Pexiod 1 February 1570 ~ 30 April 1570y

Total Hours Flown 912,15
Sections -« Fire Miseions 133
Sections — CAP's 826
Sorties = Mortar Patrol 335
Sorties - Bunter/Killer 265
Sorties - Nightliawk 125
(8) Tube Artillery and.ABA:Xills for the pexiods

w2 FIRIEY HARCE APRLL

Tube ARA Tube ARA Tube ARA
1st Dde 23 26 (] 76 16 27
2nd Bde 9 d 53 44 22 16
3xd Bde 4 b | 5 12 17 18
Chief -0 0 2 2 0 0
TOTAL w OB ™ ™ B "

(9) Liroraft Utilisation by E Dattery, dend Axtillexy (Awn)s

(a) During the reporting poriod the unit flew o total of 0034
hours, A breakdown by type missica followsy
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Administration (ineluding Rndar Missions) 7532
Logistiocs 1131
Artillery Adjustment 318
Command and Control 665
Visual Recon 1849
Mointenance 1020
Training ' 298
12,855

*NOTE: Some missions were dual purpose (1,0, training amd logistics) and full
time was oredited to ecch, 'Therefore totel is greater than total hours flown
during the reporting period,

(b) During the reporting period, the unit flew a total of
15,483 sorties averaging 31 minutes per soriie,

(¢) Summary of A/C mainteonance for the reporting period:

OR:s 90%
MRy 84%

he 1lth iviation Group (Cmbt) Operations:

(1) During the period 1 February 1970 throuch 30 Amril 1970 the llth
Combat Aviation Group has provided extensive genercl and direct support throughe
out the northern portion of the III Corps Tootical Zone, Helicopters were
provided in support of the First, Second, and Third Dripandes, ‘Support wos
also provided to eloments of the 1lth Lrmored Cavclry Regiment, lst [HVN Aink
borme Drigade and 9th LRVN Regiment, Aerial surveillance target acquisition,
courier service, and VIP flights were other missions flown,

(2) Support of various units listed imvolved participation in the
following operntionss

(a) Operation Kentucky Cougir which was initinted the latter
port of July 1969 and is still in progress,

(v) Toan Thang III +hich commenced operations on 17 February
1969 and is also still in progress,

(o) In conjunction with the abové operations the llth Combat
Aviction Groud assisted in the opening, olosing, or rolocation of 50 Fire

Support Dases,

(3) Loser Target Designation System, An evaluation is presently
underway to determine the usefulnsss of thc Lacer Target Designation Syatem
(1rD8) which is Enstre 170, UIDS uses n laser beom to designate’n taxget,
landing = drop zone, oto, The beah may be used frdm an airoraft, ground
vehicle or from a stationary point, The equipmont, at present, is installed
on a Nighthowk, three Cobras, two CiC ships and there are two hand held
gseakers, This equipmént is undorpoing a S0 day LCTIV evaluation wvhioch should
terminate 25 May 1970,
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_ (4) During the last quarter the following support has been provided
\X'N Forces in conjunotion with Dong,Tien operstionss

R B ]

CH~4T  1990.7 hours
AB~1G TN.6 hours
UB-1E  55T9.1 hours

(5) Tootical Units of the 1lth CAG are "eployed os followss

Phoo Vinhs HHC, 1lth Combat iwm Gp
_ 11th GS Company

227th mm(fg

228th ASHD(~)
Tay Ninh:  229th AHD(&)
Do Mengs Co Bj Co Dj 229th AHD
Dear Cats  Co Ay Co Dy 226th ASHD
Lai Khes Co Ay Co D, 227th AHB

i, 8th gggger Battalion gpgntionm

(1) During the reporting pericd the ‘majority of the 8th Engineex.
Batt alion's effort wns dirested toward support of the lst Air Cavalry Divicion
in operation Toan Thang IXI, The battrlion, being involved in operations for
89 days during the period, constructed or xecpened sixty-seven (67) fire support
boses (Fs) for the division, upgrnded nine (9) other FSB's which vere conm
troled by the division and dismantled sixtyethxee (63) FSBSs which were no -
longer required for tactical operations, Nonmedivisional enginear effort in
the division area of operctions was mainly Aixcoted toward uparading roads
and airfields at Thién Ngon, and Tonle’Chan, along ¥ith the facilities at
Tay Ninh, Phuoe Vinh, Quan Ioi, An Ioo, and Song Be, This effort hy non-
divisional engineer units wus coordinated by the 8th Enginser Dattnalion and
has been significant in ennbling the 8th Engineer Battalion to davote the
majority of its time to dirent combat support of the lst Air Cavalry Divislon,

(2) Headquarters and Headquarters Company remained at Phuoc Vinh
during the reporting period. The equipment platoons were involved in several
construction and maintenance projects in the division area of operations.
During the months of February, March, and April HHC was involved extensively
in the construction and upgrading of all weather airstrips in the lst Team
Area of Operations. At FSB Elaine, a C-7A type I airfield was constructed.

HHC then moved to Thien Ngon to upgrade the airstrip there te a C-130 typae II.
While a maintenance crew continued to work on the airstrip at Thien Ngon the
rest of the coupany went to Bu Gia Map for the conatruction of a Type I C=130
airfield. While constructing these airfields HHC also provided the line
companies with equipment support for the construction and upgrade of FSB's

in the lat Teams Area of Cperations and at the same time maintained end upgraded
vital road networks and drainage systems throughout A0 Chief. A total of 1085
CHe54 and CHe4? sorties along with 86 fixed wing sorties were required to move
airmobile engineer equipment and material throughout the division area of
cperation in support of wide spread construction efforts. At Camp Gorvad,
engineer equipment and personnel maintained existing road and drainage system,
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The dtv:lsiom.‘l. woater poifits, operated by HHC persormel, produced 2,542,689
gollins of potable witer, ' ed 2,542,

. (%) Compony A remnined in direot mupport of the lst Drignde with its
boes ogip ‘ot Ty Ninh, © Direct combat support included demolition and mine- .
swep ‘teans to support the infontry, A mnjor powrtics of'A Companyts effort
during this repdrting period wrs directed toward the minesweep teams provided
to the infantry,’ As a result 6f these minesweep and mine oléaring operation
62 ¥-14, 70 Mwl6, "1=34 1t mine, and &+23'1b mines were found, A Compuny also 1
constructed 21 PE's and aided HAC in tho wpgroding of the Thien Ngon airstrip,

(4) Company B remained in direct eupport of the 2nd Brignade with its
base comp at FSB Buttons in Song Be, Company B. during this e riod wns’involved
in the’constru¢tion and improvement of- U,S, PSB's Elaine, Candy, Audie, Jewel,
Snuffy, Marisa, Mcouyen Trai (Iolita), Marcaret, Hung Vuong )y cnd Le Iai
(Lomn). In oddition o thess opsrations it wae rvelved in the butléwp of
PEB Battons to include the construction of EPG méreenTarctnd VReSAfP, o redar
tower, the M.ES station, a oivilian nir temminal, ond technical Wddéstance
on rumerous other engineering tasks, Dirvect combat i rt also included
daily minesweep and demolition support to Infantdy wnith fn the field,

' (5) Company C remained indirect support of the 3rd Brigade with its
bage oamp at Quan loi, Minesweep and demolitiona sfpport were provided to the
infantry on an as required basis, The construction, rehabilitation, and closinz
of fire support bases in the 34 Brignde Aren of Operation wns the C Companyts
moin’ concexn during this petiod, Ne# five suppdrt bases were constructed at
King, Drngoon, ¥hi Me (Amn), Prances, and Jamie, Other construotion in support
of the Brigade was furnhished on an as required besis and indluded upgroding
the Quan’Loi greenline, a bunker for i5th Nedioal Battalion, and the upgrade
of %13.

J. 13th Signal Battolion Cperations

(1) During this period, the 13th Si;m~l Dottalion contirmed to provide
commnications in support of Operation Kentucliy Cousar and the 1st Cavalry
Divisionts nmission of interdictinz enemy infiltration routes through Tay Ninh,
Phuoo Long and Dinh Duong l'rovinces and the neutralizotion of enemy forces
operating within the aren, Significant signal hichlights include:

(A) The 13th Siznal Battalion on 1 Feb in reastion to the
approach of 'Tet, estoblished o sectre relay on Nui Do Den for the lst Brigode.
In addition, two none-secure relays, whidh could ;o seoure if necessnry, were
drtablished on Nui Da Den and Nui Da Ra, Theoe relays could bs activated in
the event of inoreased traffic londs on the Divieion primary nets of be used
to contast mamever battalions experiencing cormmnications diffiocultios,

(b) The 11th Aviation Group neeced to pass POL information to
Duc Phong on 4 February, but had no means to do so, To assist the 1lth Aviation
Group, the 13th'Siznal Dattalion's comnand net on Nui Ba Ro started relaying
the information, This alleviated the estahlishment of another relay om Nui
Ba Rn,
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() The Pmuoc Vinh MANS station hod been experiensing trans-
mission rnd recepiion interference with the electromognetic radiation around
the AB-216 located in the smignal complex, To overcome the problem, the
station was moved to an area near the 13th Signal Dattclion Headquarters on
6 Feb 70, In this new location, ths numbet of MLIS calls and the quality of
voioce phone patches have greatly increased,

(d) On 9 Feb 70, the 13th Signdl Battalion took over operations
of the 1-9th Cavis securs relay om Nui Bz Den, This alleviasted the problem
of living spoce on this major telay point and enhanced the operation of the
1-9th Cav's relay copabilities,

(e) To provide units gtanding down at the Bien Hoa VIP Center
with a MARS capability, o new MARC statidn wos opemsd and storted possing
phone patches to the States on 10 Feb 70, This stotion passes over 200 calls
aweek and hag received mony favorable comments from the Commanding General
and his staff,

{(f) On 13 February 1970, the new 13th Signal‘Batialion Complex
o Phuoc Vinh wos offic¢ially dediocnted by BG R.M, Shoemcker, aasistant
pivision Commander « B, This bunker complex provides greater physical protec=
tior. for the vital commmications supporting the lst Cavalry Division Heal-
guarters,

(8) To ifcrense radio operctor proficiency and knowledge of
enemy initiated jamming, the 10lst Redio Research Unit cdnducted claosses on
15 Feb 70, for the 13th Signol Battalionts Rodio Platoon, Radio operators
wore trained for o week on enemy imitative cormunicotion deception,

gh) On 4 March radio equipment and personnel were airlifted to
Nul Chau Chon (Hill 837) td test reliability of commmnications between- Phuoc
Vinh and Binh Tuy Province, Radi¢ frequencies, equipment and several areas
were temted for a four doy period, The results of these tests proved that
excellens commnications could be established between Phmoc Virh ond Binh
Tuy Pruvinces by using Nui Chau Chan mountain as o major relay,

(1) On 8 March at 0001 hours, the entire lst Cavalry Division's
S0I wos chonped, This wos the first time in over four years that units throuche
out the Division chonged call-signs and frequencies, .8 o result of RN
training on the new SOT, no mojor communicotions problems or security violations
occured, It is recommended that stoff officers cnd communications personnel
continue to be trained on call-signs and frequencies prior to implementation
of future SOI items,

(3) To provide o MARS capability below Brignde level, o rodio
rolay terminal, A.N,/GRC-163 wos oirligted to FSD Gronite on 11 Moxch, A fowr
charmel communications system was established beiweén FSB Gronite and the 3rd
prignde Headquarters at Quan Loi, Over this syotem, troops at FSB Granite
wexo able to place MiRS'phone calls to the United States throush Quan Loi MARS
gtation, In the future, this rodio equipment will be moved to cther FSD'a
throughout the 1st Cavalry Division and function as o mobile MARS station for
the troops in the field.
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(x) The withdrownl of the lst Infontry Division and the re=

duction of aren comm:mications systems into Lai Khe seriously limited lines .
of commmnioations between the lst Cavalry Division at Phuoc Vinh and the 5th .
ARVN Division at Lai Khe, In addition, elements of the 1lst Cavalry Divisiont's
22Tth Aviotion BAttalion locnted at Lai Khe had difficulty comminicating with
.1t's pareht unit, the 11th Aviatién Group located at Phuoc Vinh, To alleviate
these commniontions difficulties, o four chammel voice system was established
between Phuoc Vinh and Lai Khe on 17 March by equipment and persounel from the
13th Signal Battalion, Chonnalization for this systeh inocluded: one hotline
from the lst Cavalry Division TOC to the 5th ARVN TOC, éne common user txunk
from the Skyking switchboard to the Lai Khe switchboard, two telephone lines
from the 227th at Lail Xhe to the 11th Aviation Group at Phuoo Vinh,

(1) The mobile MARS radio terminal equipment locoted at FSB
Granite was eirlifted to FSB Compton’on 25 March, A four channsl system wus
established between FSB Compton and Quan Loi, Over this system, troops located
ot FSB Compton were aoble to make phone patches to the United States and Howaii
through the Quan Loj "LRS stotion,

_ ~ (m) During the month of March, the 1lst Cavalry Division's five
MARS stations completed a record Division high of 3560°MARS ealls for the Sky-
troopers, Thé previous Division record was 2436 calls, which ocourred in
February 1970; Th3s breakdown 6f MARS calls per station wns o& follows:

Bien Hoa 1089, Phwoc Vinh 1002, Quen Loi 598, FSB Buttons 552, and Tay Ninh 317,

(n) Following a heavy enemy indirect fire attack and ground
probe, the 13th Signol BDattalion airlifted MM radio equipment and antenmas to
help reestablish commnications at PS8 Illingsworth on 1 April,

(o) The four channel VHF system between Quan Loi and FSB Comp=

ton was terminated and the equipmsnt and personnel were airlifted back to
Phuoc Vinh on 11 April,

(2) During this reporting period, the 13th Sisgal Battalion also
provideds

() ™ radio terminations in oll Division and field force nets
(for the Division Hendquarters) and Support Command Headquarters,

(b) AM high frequency SSB terminations in all Division nets for
Division Headquarters and the Support Comcond Headquarters,

(0} Four charmel VHF systems to the lst ond 3rd Drigode Héodw
quarteras and 2 twolve channal VHF system to the 2nd Drignde Readquarters,

(d) Switchboard and wire instzllation service for the Division
Headquarters and Support Cormond Headquarters,

(e) Messoge Center and courier cervice for the Divimion Head-
quarters and Support Command,

(£f) Direct support orypto mointenance support for the Diviaion,
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k, 1llth Armored Cawv Repiments

The 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment remoined OPCON to the lst Covalry
Division (AM) during the reporting period, The regiment conducted’operations
1n northern and western Binh Long Province, nlong the Saigon River, aml in.
eastem War Zone C, The Regiment continued to provide security for convoys
and for Rome Plow land clearing operations in the Division's 40, At the close
of the reporting period, the 1lth ACR was opersating with all three of its
organic squodrons, The 11th Armored Covolry Regiment prepares and submits
a separate ORLL,

‘1. Division Cumlative Results; Results of operations from 1 February
1970 through 30 Lpril are os Followss

(1) Enemy: 3047 KIA, 42 FW, 42 Hoi Chanh, 114 crew-served weapons
captured, 763 individual weapons coptured, 4617 large caliber rounds’captured,
652,248 small oaliber rounds oaptured, and 262 tons of rice coptured,

(2) Us: ‘172 KIa, 1250 WIA (of which 440 required medical evasuation),

@ OH-6A destroyed, 5 UH-1H destroyed, 1 MI10 (8" SP) destroyed, and 1 5wton
txuck destroyed
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2(C) Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations, and

Recommendations,

as FPersonnel,

(1) Stabilizink the Nuuber of Persomnel in the Unit to Maintain

Efficiency,

(a) CBSERVATION: In company Tech Supply, requisitions md
issuing of parts were delayed in many instances becsuse the military per-
sonnel working in Tech Supply were committed on guard duty or training
as their company :schedule prescribed it,

(b) EVALUATION: With an insufficient number of personnel
in Tech Supply to replace those that were committed to other duties, the
unit was hindered in performing its mission of supplying the lst Cavalry
Division with aircraft parts,

(c) RECQUENDATION: In order to increase effectiveness of
Tech Supply persomnel, it was recomrended to staff the Issuing Section,
and Packing & Crating Section with civilian, as they lend an amount of
stebility that is needed to accomplish the mission supplying airoraft
parts to 1st Cavalry Division (M), A realigmment of civilian person=
nel within the 15th Trans Bn (Acft MS) enabled Alpha Company to gain
six additional civilian workers without loss of effectiveness in aircraft
maintenance,

(2) Infusion Policies,

(2) CBSERVATION: With thc redeployment of different wnits
throughout the Republic, there is becoming an abund-nce of Scout Dog
Platoons, There still remains ad abundant amount of replocements axrrive
ing monthly from P4, Benning, Ge.

(b) EVALUATION: At the olose of the conflict here in
Vietnam, the Scout Dog Program will be one of the first to suffer, i.e.
the training of handlers and dogs will céme to a standstill as was
exenplified at the close of World Wor II,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Recommend that as units are being
redeployed frow Vietnam, Scout Dog Flatoons also be redeprloyed, instead
of doactivated, Flans should be drawn up to include one Scout Dog Flae
toon with evory Infontry Brigade, or as & minimum, one per division,

If Soout Dog Plotoons were attosched to units throughout the world, there
would not be the absense of dog teams thot thore was at the end of World
War II and tho Korcan Conflioct,

(3) Bulistod Rocords,

(a) OGBSIRVATIN: DD Forms 268 (Suspension of Favorable
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Personnel Actions) were not being prepared sccurately, Timely initiation,
proper control, and terminating actions were nonexistant prior to 18 Jan 70.

(b) EVALUATION: It was found that unit clerks within the
large FIRST TEAM AO had insufficient data to properly prepare’the ID
Forms 268, The forms were receivcd late, improperly prepered, or not
received at all, Increcsed contact with the units failed to improve the
situation, With the concurrence of the commanders the Adjutant General
Scction assumed the rosponsibility for preparing all 268%'s on enlistod
personnel, Enlisted Records Branch receives a written or telephonic
request from a unit requesting an individual be flagged; this system:
has proven very cffective and insures timely end accurate initiation,
control, transfer, or termination of the ID Forms 268 on enlisted per-
sonnel,

(¢) RECQULIENDATION: The present system be continued and
adapted in other wnits where problems are being experienced,

(4) Zimely Strength Informations

(a) OBSERVATION: The Morning Report preparation was being
accomplished the day following thc closeout date of the morning report.
This caused the strength figures to be delayed 24 to 36 hours,

(b) EVALUATION: It wos determined thot a more timely
strength sccountability system was recquired, The Morning Report Unit
started operating from 1800 hours to 0800 hours daily, This new operw
ation resulted in the receipt of strength figures from 6 to 8 hours
following closeout of the norning report day.

(c) RECOMENDATION: Regording more acourate strength
acoountaoility the new working hours have proven highly successful,
In a combat zone timely strength figures ore of thoe utmoat importance,
This system provides the noeded information in the shortest possible
time,

(5) Officers Records.

(a) OBSERVLTICN: There oontinues to be an unrecscnable
nunber of Officer Efficiency Reports past both lst Cav and DA suspense,

(b) EVALUATIGQN: The protlem’ of overdue OERs has been
recurring in this division for nmany months, This office had undertaken
a progran of oalling senior comnands to provide lists of overdue OERs
as well am listings of those CERs thnt could go overdue in the next week
so that special emphasis could be placed on gotting the CERs in én
time, This program met with fair success and is being continued, Nume
erous comand lottcrs have beon prepared, tho lctost deted 16 Maxoh 1970,
atresoing the need for prompt subnission of the (ERs and the advorse
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effect that a late subnission can have on the carecr officer. The
latest innovation estoblished is the use of’a couricr system 3 times
weekly to go to’the Brigede Hds, 11th Group,.and DIVARTY to pick up md
distribute OiRs, While the program is still in its infancy, fovorable
results hove been noted, All of the major commands have expressed an
interest in this system, Additionally, an officer takes the place of the
courier on Saturdays and mokes the éircuit in order toprovide gereral

IG assistance to the mejor cormnmonds,

(¢) RECOMENDATIQN: That all cormandurs céontinue to stress
to theix officers the need for prompt submission of OERs, Continuod eme
Phasis’ should be placed on the courier systenm and every effort mnde to
use it.

(6) Reenlistment,

(a) OBSERVATION: Doubts have been expressed éoncerning the
quality of first tern cnlistees/reenlistees in the Division,

(b) EVALUATION: A4 detailed survey of such personnel was
conducted, covering the month of October 1969, whon the Division achieved
the highest mumber of such reenlistments in our history. One hundred
ten of these personmficl are still in the Division of o total of 147 re=
enlisted in October, Statistical data relating to the 110 personnel follows:

1 Avercge time in the ficld at time

of reenlistment, 3.7 months
2 Number promoted since reenlistment 73
2 lverage scores on Amy Classificotion

Battery 13
4 Avercge years education 11.5 yecrs
5 HNunber of shért tern AWOLs since

recnlistnent, 8
6 Number dropped from rolls 1

The survey failed to rcveal that o singlé one of the reenlistees from
October was disposcd of under AR 635-212, 4dditionally, o survey of a
major subordincte commend of the Division (o recipiont of nany reenlistoes)
rovecls thot of the last 36 AR 635-212 oases in that commend only four
involved personnel who hod reenlisted sinoe arriving in the Division,

The above evcluantion indicntes thot the enlistod porsonnel who are ate
tracted to reecnlict while in the Division are, cs o group, of a highor
quality thon the Arny average end the overcll Division nvorege in overy
category ncasured,
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(¢c) RECOMENDATIONS: Recommend that cormanders and Cormand
Sergoants Mojor be made avare of the quality of Troopers being retained
and the success of the progranm to retain only the best and that every
effort be exorted to support the recnlistment progron,

be Intelligence:

(1) Timely Recction o the Usually Relinble Source (URS).

(a) BSERVATION: The timely deployment of ground forces
in response to usually reliable source information has resulted in estabe
lishing contact with enemy forces and has produced significant tactical
successes,

(b) EVALUATION: The nature of URS information precludes
determining the exact location of the enemy force, It does, however, provide
valid information reflecting a general area of likely enemy presence.
Therefore, this data must be complemented with other pertinent intelligence

to arrive ot probable enemy locations, Upon receipt of the TRS, recent
eneny activity in close proximity to the report is quickly but thoroughly
analyzed with emphasis directed toward location of known base areas,
bunker 6omplexes, cnd roecent trail activity, A mop and visual recons
ncissance of the suspected enemy locotion is immediztely conducted by
Hunter-=Killer Teams, Porticular attention is directed t6 available
water sources in the area, as the enémy frequently established bases
within cosy access of a water source, Triple canopy jungle which protrudes

cbove the surrounding vegetotion may offer sdditional clues to the enemy
location, Triple conopy jungle sexves to starve low vegetotion which
allows more freedon of movenent and provides a concealed and relatively
comfortable crex for use 28 a base cemp., A low lovel visual reconnaissance

allows the sensc of smell to be applied. In an aren recently used by the
enerly, on odor discernible to westerners often prevades the air, Fole
lowing the visual reconnaissance, most likely creas of enemy activity ave
selectod énd ground troops ore air assaulted into the suspocted enemy
locations, The key to o sucoecdsful exploitation of URS activity is the
rapid analysis of intclligence, Recomnaissance for likely locations,

and tinely follow=up by ground forces, where feasible,

(c) RECOMENDATION: That units establish SCP reaction to
URS activity, to includc committnent of ground foroccs, Upon recoeipt of
o URS, units should oomplement this information with o rapid but thorough
cnalysis of cll available pertinent intelligence to identify probable
locations for selectiona of tho mést likely taxget area, and deploy ground
forces when the situation pormits, If ground forecs are not availoble,
rosponse with TAC Lir, artillory, and ARA ds appropriate,

(2) Cheniogl Essentin) Elepents of Informgtion (EET).

(a) OBSERVALTIAN: In many casos the offoots of CS and herbe
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icides on enemy activity can not be evalunted directly, Efficient target~
ing of chemical asiSets can effectively contribute to the lst Cavalry
Divisionts nission,

(b) EVALUATION: Chemical EEI regarding CS, defoliation,
and herbicide operations have provided valuable feed-back, On 16 February
1970, Hoang Van Mao, an NVA captured By 4/1-5 Cav stated that his group
was forced to detour around a CS areas POW's and Hoi Chan's Rave stoted
on numerous occasions that their garden plots were destroyed by defoliation
operations, Important informdtion.was goined for future targets by inter-
rogation,

(c) RECOMENDATIN: Interrogntors continue to implement
the chenical EEI and provide rapid feed-back to chemical personnels

(3) Location of Suspect Enemy Firing Positions.

(n) OBSERVATION: During stand off attacks, a ropid nenns
of locating suspect eneny firing positions is needed,

(b) EVALUATION: An expediont device consisting of o trans-
parent disc with vorious enemy weapon range circles and axinuth rays
Plotted provides this ropid means, By going: out the back azinuth of the
inconing to the estimated ronge of the suspect type weapon, rapid grids
for shifts fron quick fire targets bocome available,

(¢) RECOMENDATIN: Thot other crtillery units consider
this technique to rapidly ccquire suspect enemy firing locntionse

(4) Crater Analysis,
(a) OBSERVATION: Angle of fall computations very cone

sidercbly in range when compored to the rodar acgquired grids cocputed
for the 120mm nortar,

(b) EVALUATION: The range conputed from anzle of fall
tebles for the 120mm is consistently greater than that reswlting from
radar scquired grids for the same mrojectile,

(c) RECOMENDATIQN: Thot the angle of f£all tables for
the 120on nortar be evoluated and, if o variation exists when conpcored

to dnta fron the MIQ 4A rodar, that o correction frctor be computed and
disseminated to 2ll units employing those tablcs,

c. QOporntions,

(1) Dust Probloms purinz Attacks on Fire Support Boscs,
(a) OBSERVATIGI: During the attack on Fire Support Base
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ILLINGSWCRTH on 1 April 1970 an excessive amount of dust, caused by the
intense volwte of large calibre rockets and morter fire restricted ob-
gervation to the point that defenders manning the berm could not see each
other or the advancing enemy, Furthernore, the dust condition’wns of
such a mognitude that normal brenthing was extremely difficult.

(b) EVALUATION: The pwoblenm of dust being thrown up by
inconing rounds on fire support bases in dry westher obscures vision
to a significaint degree and mokes the defense of the fire support base
nore difficult, Mght vision devices are rendered unusable during these
conditions and adjustment of supporting fires becomes very difficult,
The restriction on observation and normal breathing has a substantial
psychologicel effect on the defending soldiers, causing confusion end
disorganization, This in no way implies that the men on Fire Support

Base ILLINGSWCRTH during the ottack did not perform in a magnificant
manner,

(¢) RECQITNDATION:: Employnent of defensive fires based
on sectors ond primary diroction using the old stake end marker nethod.
Aditionally, newly assigned personnel should be instructed in techniques
of fighting during periods of reduced visibility and preparcd for the
effects of the dust.

(2) ARC LIGHT Aborts.

(a) CBSERVATION: On o April 1970 en ARC LIGHT Was zborted
because of friendly troops being within minimm safe distance,

(b) EVALUATION: The plomned novement of friendly troops
to a safe distance was conducted with o tight time schecule. The flight
leader was uncble to contcect the aerinl rocket artillery section that
was tasked to support the troop lift. As a result o total of 47 minutes
of 1ift ship fuel was expended while these two flight leaders atténpted
to establish radio communication cnusing on unplanned refuel stop. The

time lost caused enough delay in extracting friendly troops to abort the
ARC LIGHT,

(¢) RECOMENDATION: Extraction wherever possible, be
nade thce day prior to delivery of on ARC LIGHT. Greater emphasis ond
indoctrination should also be given to the utilizotion’of all nodes of
avintion commanications, i.e., FM, UHF, VHF, ond Guexd,

(3) Uss of Abotis Systen o Impcde Movemente
(z) OBSERVATIN: During the past 3 months, 3rd Brigade units
operating on tho Serges Jungle Highway hove utilized an abetis syston de-

signed to impede movement along nstoblishod treils and nlong the Song
Be Rivor,

(b) EVALULTION: This technique consists of cutting and
folling trees across major lend routos nd wnter crossings. As friendly
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units return to the area of concern, the abatis! are checked for signs of
disturbance, If the abatis has been disturbed, it is génerally en ind=-
ication of renewed movement aleng that particular route, Experience has
proven that if thc enemy intends major movement, he will remove the

trees rather thin construct a new section of trail or detour around

the obstruction,

(¢) RECQMENDATION: That units engnged in interdiction
operations along major trail networks and waterways employ abatis ot
key locations to interdiét main force movenent and provide indicotors
of recent eneny novenent.

(4) Combined Operations with Armored Covelry Units,

(a) OBSERVATION: Recently conducted combined operations
with the 11th 4xmored Cavolry Reginent have reaffirmed the tactical ade
ventages of the arnored infantry combined force, The airmobile battalion
and the armored cavalry squadron from a powerful, mutualiy conplenentary
force, Certain unique planning considerations must be tokén into account,
however, in operations involving mounted/dismounted forces.

(b) EVALUATION: The cross attachment of armor ond infantry
provides the infentry with the advantage of responsive reinforcenent,
Reinforcement planning, however, rust consider the terrain linitations
inposed by natural and nannade obstacles. Additionally, the extensive
use of the ACLV mounted 50 calibre machine gun by the ermored cavalry
requires detailed fire coérdinntion during link-up operations, The
use of smoke is essential, Sinilarly, when conducting a sweep of a cone
toct aroa, in denscly vegetated terrain, the cmored cavalry and the
infantry should advance on the sane axis, providing muturl security and
ease of fire control, OCther methods of operation risk nisidentification
of the infontry in heovily vegeiated or close terrzin and moy result in
fricndly forces being exposed to friendly fire,

(c) RECQMENDATION: When the terrain end tactioal situation
pernit, joint operctions with armored cavalry units should be emsouraged,
with consideration in planning directed tow-rd increased fire coordination
requirensnts,

(5) Fiold Expedient Method of Making o Highly Directional Strcbe
Light,

(a) ODSFRVATION: The flnsh of a strdbe light can revecl
friendly looc~tions to nerxby enemy ground elemonts., By placing the atrobe
light inside an openeended 8lm nortar conister, smoke gremnde conister, of
other expedient shielding device, the illumination bean is uni-directionnl,
The light ccn be seen only by individusls towsrd whon the conister is
pointed, thus providing on exscellent ground-to-air signsl dovice whioa
will not oompronise friendly positions,
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' (b) EVALUATION: This‘technique has been used with excellent
results to direct Shndow, Nighthawk, and INFANT, However, care must be
taken to acourately tramck the orbiting aircraft to insure the light re-
nains visible, as the uni=directional shielding will mask the light if
the target is not properly tracked,

;
i
by
3
3
¢

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That a standard uni=directional
shielding device be indorporated in the current strobe light system as
a detachable component,

(6) Use of the Air Force V=10 as a Cover Airoraft for the OHet
in the Hunter-Killer Tean Role.

() OBSEIVATION: The standard HunterwKiller Teom, the C(B=6A°

(LOH) and AB~1G (Cobra), an extremely valuable visual reconnaissence asset,
assists ground forces in reestablishing contdct and identifying enemy
locations for artillery and airstrikes, The Table of Onganizetion and
Equimment of the Brigade Aviation Platoon prévides for eight (H-6A (LCH)
soout airoraft but no 4H-1G (Cobra) aircraft, As a result, brigndes
mst depend upon Divisional airoraft support for necessary Cobra cover- /
age for scout airoraft, Some difficulty hns been experiemced in this regerd,
owing to non=ovailability of cover aireraft, resulting in less than maxe-
imum utilization of organic scout assets, In conjunction with the 3rd
Brigade ALO, o mutually satisfactory expedient tcchhique has been de-
veloped utilizing the USAF (W10 aircraft for oover,

(b) EVALUATION: Those FAC airoraft (OV=10) fly continuous
visual recomnaissance of the brigade oren of operctions as mormal procedure.
Organioc scout airoraft fly low level reconnsisesance while the (V=10
aircraft: provides cover, Although not 28 heavily armed as the AH=1G,
the Wel0 ioc equipped with adequate amament to provide the necessoxry
firepower for this nission, Further, when suitable targets are identified
for airstrikes, request foi and delivery of ordnance by USAF high perform=
ance aircraft is expedited, By combining the organis recormsissance
assetn of the drignde with those of the USAF in a mutunlly supporting
team, the brignde hes increased its visual reconmnisscnce capability
significantly, inoréasing the effectiveness nnd efficiency of both FAC
and scoutoperations,

(o) RECGMENDATION: That the USLF OV-10 be utilized as
on interim cover aircraft for the (H-64 during soouting missions when
the AH-1G (Cobra) holicopter is not available,

(7) Snke Grengde.
(a) UBSEXVATION: Units in controt nust frequently provide
contimious snoke over extended periods vhile narking theixr locations for i

supporting ARA, cirstrikes, and command and eontrol helicopters, Ré=
supply of snoke during a contcet is not alwoys foasidble or poesible,
iopoeing c roquirement for ground units to aarry excossive -mounts of

U 5 e
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smoke,

(b) EVALUATION: The smoke grennde currently in use does
not provide adequate smoke for prolonged nrxking missions, Neither
is the selection of colors adequate, for the following rezsons:

1 Red generally indicctes enemy locctions or danger.

2 Whité is currently used by the USAF FiC's to mark
encny locations or danger,

3 Green and purple are not clearly visible fron the
air in jungle terrzin, Yellow is the only currently available color which
is easily identifinble, However, the limited dispensing capcbility of
the grenade requires tha' excessive arounts be used if marking is required
for a prolonged period,

(¢) RECOMENDATION: Thot o hond fired smoke/dye round be
developed that would penetrate jingle conopy, explode, ond enmit snoke
that would, in turn, dye foliage., The dye norking should not be perxmanent,
but should have o planned persistency of 4-8 hours, Brighter colors, t6
include internationsl orange, should be included in the smoke inventory,

(8) Conplacency anong aircrews,

(2) OBSERVATIN: During the reporting period theré were
& number of lulls in enemy activity throughout the Division's 40, This
reduction in activity was obsérved t¢ cause a complecent attitude, part-
icularly cpnong scout aircrews,

(b) EVALUATION: Crews with this attitude, especially relative-
1y inexperienced crews, of which therc are a great number currently, tend
to take unnecessery chances cnd underrate enemy cepabilities, 48 o
result, a mmber of personnel on these crews have becn wounded and air-
oraft damaged when the eneny decided to raspond.

(¢) RECQMMENDATION: During periods of redused eneny activity,
pilots and orews be forcefully renindcd to maintnin an alert and ocggres-
sive disposition to resist complacenocy townord tho enemy. Pilot and orew

training bé intonsified wit: cnphasis placed on proper visual reconnaissance
procedures,

(9) Coordination Dotween Gunships and Ground Forces.

(2) GBSERVATION: Duriny the reporting there have been
severel cases of confusion crising fron insuffisiont coordination of
fires betwoen cirecrews nnd ground commonders,

(b) EV.LLUATION: Insufficient coordination has resulted in
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ground troops firing in the direction of LOF's using reconncissance by
fire tYechniques asstming the LOE fird,tq be of hostile origin, By the
sone token, LOH's have returned the fire of friendly elements, The
possibility of cagunlties firom such cnses of shooting first and asking
questions later are obvious. Scout aircraft, like ground troops, wrespond
immediately and directionally to the sound of fire,

(¢) RECAMENDATIWN: Ground troops should be trained to keep
scout aircraft constantly informed of their location and intentions,
ticularly in vegard to use of recomaissance by fire, Every means of
cooxrdination’and notification should be emplcyed between ground cormandexrs
and aircrews, to inoclude smoke marking of perineters, Coordination must be
conplete, continuous and reciprocal,

(10) Eoployment of Scout Dog Teams.

(z) UBSERVATI(N: One of the biggest problems that & Scout
Dog Platoon faces is that of proper utilizotion, Time after time a
team is sent to a unit that either did not request him or has no use for
the tean once he gets there, There have also been instances when a
tean wns requested sinply to have another rifle, or 2 body guard for
the unit comnander,

(b) EVALUATION: The improper utilization of a Scout Dog
Tean does not only hurt that team, but all of the units he supports,
When "X" number teams are out in the field being improperly utilized,
the units that want and ¢ould use the tean effectively are being denied
the opportunity to do so,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: Thet el. -nconing "Small Unit Commanders"
be fuily indoctrinated as to the proper utilization of Scout Dogs, It
is also recormended that the smell unit cormander in the field be the one to
request o Scout Dog Teon instecd of the Brttalion or Drigade taking it
upon themselves to request teams for units that do not want them, or could
not properly emrloy them due o torrain and other fastors even if they did
want them,

(11) Fabrication of ¢ Herbicide Sproy Rig to Facilitate Fast
Covernge of Hostile Terrain.

(2) (BSERVATION: Gravity flow spray rigs necessitite
extended low level, reduced spesd flight over hostile terrain, A nine
imum of 20 minutes is required to dispense 110 gallons of herbicide over
39 acres flying at less than 40 knots,

(b) EVALUATION: A sproy rig utilizing the bilge pump from
an Mi13 APC to pump the herbicide out of the spray tenk into theé spruy

bar, con effectively dispense 110 gnllons in ebout five ninutes, This
rig is shown in Figure 1, The pump is electricly operated and the spray
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can be adjusted by an on/off switch. The'nission can be flown with less
time on stotion ond at o faster air speed, thus deereasing risk of ground
to air fire,

(¢) RECQMENDATION: This type spray rig should be employed
over heavy risk oreas.
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Figure 1: Bilge Pump Spray Rig Schematic:

1. 190 gallon fiber glags tank

2, Ml1l3 APC Bilge Pump

3. Main tank valve

4. Spray bar control valve

5« Quick disconrect coupling

6. 13" Sprar bar

T+ Power cord to 28 volt helicopter auxilliary outlet
8+ Spray tank mount

45

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operations Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970
(12) Fire Base Markers,

(a) OBSERVATION: All gun sections should bé aware of the
direction to all fire bases within range of their howitzers,

(b) EVALUATION: As an added safety measure to alert gun
crews of the direction to nearby fire bases, a marker é¢éan be placed
along the parapet physically denoting these directions, An added feature
is to paint charges capable of rcaching the base on the marker,

(¢) RECOMENDATION: That = device of this nature bé em-
pPloyed by all artillery units whencver in range of other fire bases,

(13) Supplomentery Positions for Direct Fire,
(a) OBSERVATION: At many fire bases, the direct fire cape

ability of the 105m howitzer is reduced by obstructions, high masks and
the location of parapets,

(b) EVALUATION: BEarly consideration of supplementary
positions will allow for maximum utilization of the dircct fire cap-
ability. Speed of occupation can be enhanced by emplacing an extra
base plate in this supplementary position,

(c) RECOMENDATION: That all units consider this tactic
to increase their own direct fire capability,

(14) 4&ir Warning Dota,

(2) OBSERVATION: Valunble time may be lost from errors
in changing deflection in mils to azimuth in degrees for air advisories,

(b) EVALUATION: By inscribing azimuth in degrees on the
periphery of the check chart, an immediate cir advisory is availeble
for the adjacent AWCC and each battery is provided with a double check,

(c) RECQMENDATION: That this technique be adopted for
use ir_x other direct support technical fire direction centers,

de Orgnonization, None,
e, Training,

(1) Refresher Training for Squad Leaders in Adjusting Artillory
and Aorial Rocket Artillery Fire,

(2) OBSERVATION: Squad leaders should possess the ability
to accurately ond safely adjust indirect-fire and aerial rocket artillery
in order to offcotively conduct squad level indopendent operations,
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, (b) EVALUATION: Given sufficient training and practice,
the average squad lender is dapoble of adjusting indirect fire and ARA
in close support of his unit, One method used to insure squad leaders
maintain proficiency :in FO procedures is to assign squad leaders tc
train with the comnany forward obBerver cach evening while in night
defensive position (NDP). The company forward observer requires the
squad leader to adjust the defensive fires surrounding the company
NIP, The squed leader senses each round and makes the necessary cot=
rections, The forward observer then. requests the missions by radio,
insuring that only safe corrections are actuslly requested,

(¢) RECOIMENDATION: That unite consider the above
technique in training junior leaders in the methods of adjusting
indirect fires,

(2) More Suitable Train& for Handlers and Scout Dogs.

(a) OBSERVATIONS: Some training received by handlers in
CONUS schools 18 not relevant to the actual situation in RVN'and the
handler has to be retrained and sometimes cured of bad habits. Presently
there is not enough night training being conducted and handlers are
arriving in RVN almost totally ignorant of the concept of night utile
ization of their dogss Not enough live fire training is being conducted
to prepare handlers for the reaction of dogs %o live fire and artificinl
illumination, 9ince the dogs used in CONUS are eventually sent to EVN
this would enable them to adjust early and ennble the instructors to
weed out the ones who ¢ould not adjust. The present method of securing
handlers is inndequate, The present system acquired non-volun-
teers from among drop-outs of other service schools, This results many
times in individuals who are for from being highly motivated. It also
has the ndded disadvantage of training o man from twelve to sixteen
weeks and only have him servesix to eight months in his MGS,

(b) EVALUATIONS: Training is not being conducted on o
parallel with what the handler will be confronted with sice he renches
RVN. Many times handlers have been taught exactly opposite from whet
they should be ise, that there are very few booby traps. Even though
this moy be true in some areas, training should be conducted that will
prepare the hondler regardless of the AO he is finnlly assigned to.
Many times becouse of short tours, full use is not being made of in-
dividuals in reepect to the cmount of training they have receiveds

(c) RECQDMENDATIONS: A closer coordination should be
naintained between CONUS training centers and platoons within RVN in
ordor to conduct a more roalistic training progrcm. More,time should
be spent in nicht training and live fire exercise, A should
be instituted to gnin personnel who will have an adequpte anount of
time remaining in the service upon completion of theiy training, Thought
should be given to introducing more highly motivated/end career oriented
NCO's ~nd junior officers into the progrom to provide a source of
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trained personnel for use in future nlatoons and as instructors,
Presently the junior officers and NCO's have a very high turnover ond
there are only o few coreer oriented senior NCO's who remain with a
scout dog unit for any length of time, One answer to this night be to
set up a career program for NCO's gsiniliar to that of Drill Instructors
and opportunities for advancement und stnbilized tours,
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£, logistics,

(1) Apmunition Storage on Fire Boses,

(a) OBSERVATION: During the attack on fire support base
TILINGWRTH on 1 April 1970 the 8" howitzer emmmition dump exploded
killing and wounding a& mmber of individuals and destroying two M548
fulletracked smmunition carriers and one 8" self~-propelled howitzex,

(b) EVALUATION: The ammunition was’‘stored in a centralized
. anmunition dump above ground level, Additionally, the projectiles, cane
nisters and powder bags were stored togethexr, There was also an excesgive
emount of ammunition on hand because of the intensive enemy activity in
the area and the fact that fon o period of three dsys only one of the two
8" howitzers was operable,

(¢) RECOMENDATION: A11 amunition stored on fire support
bases be stored underground with at least three layers of sandbags as
overhead cover, JAmmnition be stored in several small ammunition dumps
rether than one. large dump,: Powder bags and projectiles be stored
sepatately, or as a minimum, in separate compartments within the storage
dump,

(2) Combined Operations to Uparode Remional Forces.

. (a) OBSERVATIGN: Coubined Operations with Regional Forces
revealéd that some units are improperly supported by the RF logistical
systen,

(b) EVALUATION: Experience in oconduoting combined operos
tions with regional force (RF) units has been that the RF units yroperly
supplied by their own logistics system, will function in a more profession-
ol manner than those units which depart fér the operntion improperly supplied
and then rely on US logistical assistances The RF unit prope®ly equipped )
displays confidence and aggressiveness in accomplishment of assigned missions,
The improperly supplied units are more interested in US supplies thon in
accomplishment of assigned missions,

(c) RECQMMENDATION: During ocordination phose of o come
bined US/RF cperntion, emphesis must be placed on the RF unit commander
to insure his logistical system issues the initial supply and ~untinues
the rosupply functions until the terminantion of the operation,

(3) Consei on of sl 10! dolivery and sli
'L 1

(=) CBSERVATICI: ARVN units are not issued the sling, cargo,
olr delivexry and other air itenms,

(v) EVALUATION: The "Red Hats" of Aericl Equipment Support
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(ABS) Company, lccated in the Song Be and Tay Ninh arecs, support.the

ARVN Airborne Division to a great extent, The ARVN units have no slings

or nets and when aerial delivery equipment is issued to LRVN.units,

this équipmment, in most cases is not retrograded back to the point of

issue, It would aseist the AES Company if the ARVN's were included as using
units for slings, nots, and other air items, If such were the case, the
AES Company would include the ARVN's for periodic inspections, to include
marking - of their equipment,

(o) RECQMENDATION: That ARVN units be authorized a basioc
issue of'slings, nets and other air items,

(4) XS Procedures for Airersft.

(a) OBSERVATION: During this quarter the lst Cav Div
attained the highest MR/(R rates while flying the highest number of hours
in its history.’ All levela of maintenance have been able to support
those stondards, A key to maintaining and attaining these standerds is
intensive mohngement of the NCRS (not operstionally ready for recsons of
supply) rate,.

_ (b) EVALUATION: During this period of time intensive mane-
agement was applied to insure that overy effort possible wes applied to
ingure thet aircraft were not held down ‘for lack of parts, -Measures
were established to provide complete lateral search within the division
as well as outside the division. A& system was'set up to provide rapid
reporting of aircraft that were NGRS for perts, This identified the
specific parts problem which in twrn permiited effective scarch for the
parts required, Additionally, a polioy was established which required
that onte a NRS part arrived at the AMIC depot it was moved without
delay to the aircraft down for parts, Organic transportation %o include
CE=47 aixoraft, if necessary, wos utilized to insure that N(RS parts wore
not delayed for transportation,

(6) RECOMMENDATION: That NGRS management beoome a major
iten of cormand intereat at all levelas, Ingenuity and use of oxganio

rosources can greatly reduce the hunbor of airoraft that are NGRS which
in turn will improve availability.

& CSoupnnioations,
Q) ¥ Control for Cee .38 Co 0

(a) OBSERV.TIQN: When using the AN/FRC=77/KY=38 combin~
ation for fixed station secure radio communiontions, the audio output
level noy be insufficient to be heard over normel baskground noise,

(b) EVALUATION: Inocoming calls over the secure radio system
desoribed above are often not heard because the volune obtainnble through
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the normal specker system is relatively low, Neither is it practical to
monitor the equipment for prolonged periods by holding the handset to the
eully

(¢) RECQUIENDATION: By using the AN/GRA~39 radio control
unit, it is possible to provide sufficient amplification of the output
signal to elininate this problem, The local unit of the GRA=39 is con=
neotéd to the audio jack of the KY=-38 and then oonnected to the remote’
unit, The rerote's amplifier and speaker will provide adequate volume,

(2) Communications problems on MM-segure mode, £

(a) OBSERVATI(N: During the reporting period there have
been several casér of lost oommunications or interference noted in the
Adr Cav Squadron, partioularly while operating in the FM scoure mode,
Followirg these breaks, it was extremely difficult to reesteblish se-
ocure oormmnications,

k.
*
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(b) EVALUATIN: It hes been determined that these oases
of lcat ocommications arise from two principal causes, The first is
improper heat disaipation in the KY=B6 secure voice communications unit,
which causes an eleotrical malfunction in the unit itself, The seoond
feimarys oause is another stetion’ transmitting non-seoure on the same
frequenoy a3 the secure stations, which produces interference in the
securs mode,

(o) RECOMENDATION: Recormend that if adequate ventilation ‘
does not ex!-.s to dissipate heat generated by the KY«B6, a fan be posi=
tioned to prrvide direct cooling of the unit, This shcwld prevent male
functions due to overheating, If interference is present, recommend dise
oormeoting the KY-B6 and establishing non-secure cormmmicetions. This
gerves two functions, First, disoomnecting the KY=B6 will aid in isolating
& possible cause for the loss of communications (i.e, the radio set itself).
Seoond, in the non-seocure mode it will be possible to monitor and’ perhape
identify any station which nay be operating on the sane frequendy,

(3) Foxwrxd Gbsexvor Communjoptions, ;

(n) OCBSERVATION: The inorensed frequency of platoon op=
exntions has odmplicated the communications requirements of the forward
observer party,

(b) EVALUATION: By authorizing an additioral PRC=7T
to each obaerver party, the recon sergeant can maintaim artillexy
ormumnicationd without dierupting the company oounand net for artillexy
wansuissicns,

(o) "RECOMENDATION: That each FO section be authorised
two FRC=77 ¥ndioa,

Ry
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(4) Lobation of RO~292%e on ¥SBls,

(a) OBSERVATION: RC=292 antennas located in olosé rroximity
to one another are vulnerable to destruotion by one enemy round,

(b) EVALUATION: By looating the infantry TOC and artillery
FIC at least 50 meters apart, this vulnerability is greatly negated.

(o) RECQMENDATION: ‘That all unite oooupying FSB's,
especially hasty FSB's, locate TOC, FIU and respeotive RC=292's at least
50 meters apoxt. . '

he Material,
(1) AN/PPS~5 Radar Sets.

(a) OBSERVATIN: Operatorts unauthorizad adjustments on
AN/PPS~5 Radar Sets cause much umecessary down time,

(b) EVALUATION: After many inspeotion visits that inocluded
interviews with radar operaters, it was found that radar operators were
in fact cauding the radar sets to be Jeadlined by making unauthorized
adjustments, Some method of sealing the radax set, to disoourage’ the
opening of the transmitters to make these adjustments, was needed,

(o) RECOMENDATION: That & 1/32" hole be drilled through
the external oenter guid@ pin to emable a leadmwire device to be used in
sealing the radar set. “his will enable the maintensnce persomnel to de-
termine If unsthorized persons were tampering with the sets,

(2) Loudspeskex Sets.

(s) OBSERVATION: UlE-5 Psychological Warfare Loudspeakex
Sets were being deadlined for an extended period of time due to the non~
availsbility of speakex horns in the supply system,

(%) EVALUATION: The Payohologionl Warfare Program of the
1st Cavalry Division (AM) was seriously impairdd and a field expediant
nethod of manufaoturing the speaker was needed,

(0) RECOMENDATION: That these speaksr hoxms be mamfaotured
m'ma mmber ten (10) oans, readily available from the unit meas
e

(3) Seat Falduro on the Jungle Papetxatox,

_ (s) OBSERVATION: On 10 Maxoh 1970, & membexr of E Co,
(Rangex), 75th Infantxy (Afrborne) was killed in a fall vhen'the seat
of & Jungle Peretxator on vhich he was being extraoted broke., The ine
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dividual was8 carrying his own pack and that of a wounded team member
at the time,

(b) EVALUATION: The seat of tie Jungle Penetrator is
rated to hold 300 to 350 pounds, The individual's weight, plus that of
his pao.. and the additional pick he was cartying was in exvess of the
weight practioal for the seats In addition, the individual was not hooked
onto the penetrator itself in any way,

(o) RECOMENDATION: That all Jungle Penetrators be equipped
with rings st the top of the penetrator and under the seats so that perw
sonnel riding them may oonnect themselves to the penetrator by rope ox
snaplinks, and stow any extra equipment under the penetrator by the same
means, Further recommend that an additional brace be installed as o
seat Support to incresse the load=carrying capacity of the individual
seatse Al)l Jungle Penetrators currently in use in the lst Squadron, 9th
Cavalry have been equipped with this modification,

1. Othex,
(1) PSYOPS in Support of a Unit in Contact,

(a) ODSERVATION: PSYOPS support to units in contact re-
guires extensive coordination and preplanning by the brigade staff,

(b) EVALUATION: Eoperience during recent attacks on-fire
support bases JAY and ILLINGSWORTH has emphasized the frot that PSYQPS
oconsiderations should be included in base defense planning to assure
ovtimum coverage. It is virtually impossible’to deliver aerial broade
cu8ts direotly ovexr the contact area, however, PSYOPS airoraft oan and
should oover routeé of egress from the ares and likely aid station
and resupply sites, This covercge must include coordination 'with the
artillery, aviation and ground units involved in the oontasct, and
should ocompliment the overall scheme of maneuveir rother than being simply
"sacked on" to tho operation as on cfterthoughte

(o) RSCOMENDATION: Commonders should be prepared to
rooept and employ PSYOPS assets from brigrde ond higher hendquarters,
Prooedures for obtaining this support should be developed and coordinated
by btrigade with battalions in advonce so thnt valundle time and effort
is not waated on routine mntters during the contaot,

(2) Jolut VS/ARVE Civil Affoirs Operations.

(a) CBSERVATION: The majority of joint US/ARVN oivil
offairs operations result in the US personnel oonducting the operetion,
vith the RVNAF represontativos assuming a passive role,

(b) EVALUATION: With inorecsed emphasis on the Vietnam-
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ization of the war, the US civil affairs representatives must coordinate
olosely with the local GVN representatives in directing and conducting
oivio action programs, By inviting loocal Vietnnmese officials and
professionals to accompany MIIDCAP/ICAP operations, the attention of the
group is directed to the Vietnmmese, TUS sponsorship should then typically
involve only civil affairs representatives, radio operators to maintain
oontact with the US fire support base, and transportation for the team.
Heretofore the participation of GV‘N/RVNAF poersommel invaxriably resulted
in incressed village participotion and has brought GVN fepresentatives
into closer communications with the civilinn population,

(o) RECQDCND TION: That US civil affairs representatives
direct their efforts toward cssisting the RVNAF civil affairs personnel,
The actunl direction and exccution of civic action operations must be
effected by the RVNAF, with emphasis placed upon bringing the GVN into
hamlets and homes.

(3) Imnediate Response to Exploitcble Situations.

(a) OBSSRVATION: The NVA soldier is the least susceptible
to the general appeals of tactical PSYOPS and the Chieu Hoi program,

(b) EVALUATION: Most NVA soldiers rally or surrender ime
mediately after a contact because of the circumstances of the situation
and the brenkdown of cohesive leadership, During and immediately after
a oontact, the NVA soldier is highly susceptible to tactical PSYOPS directed
specifically against him, his unit and his particular situation,

(o) RECOMENDATION: Tactical PSYOPS be employed irmedintely
over g contact area using live broadcasts or special tapes exploiting the
pexrticular situation on’the ground to reduse the fighting effeotiveness
of the enemy in ocontacte

(4) Use of Live Droadoasts ond Specific Appeals.

(a) OBSERVATION: Qne of the recent rnlliere from Phu Van
stated he ranllied because he herrd his nrne cnlled on on aerial broadonst
by o friend who previously rnllied, The friend étoted that life undex
the GVN wos more preferable than life in Phu Van,

(b) EVALUATION: Personcl appenls or exploitation of a parte
ioulnr situation by specific brocdoasts provide & paychologioal impact
and lend oredibility of the appeal to those on the ground, The individuals
on the ground develop an awnrencss of the jravity of the zituation and
the "live" appenls provide nn clternative to the situntion,

(o) RECOMENDAIIGS: Live brondoosts and specifio appeals
be used mcre frequently %o provide an nrreness of tho situntion and a
viable altermative,
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(5) Commnity Relations Councils! Benefits,

(a) OBSERVATION: Comrmunity Relations Councils are a contrie
buting faotor ir maintaining good relations between US Forces and the
Vietnamese,

(b) EVALUATION: The hamlet of Phuoc Vinh was placed off
limits to US personnel for a period of 4 months as a result of an increase
in incidents bctween'the townspeople and US txoops. Prior to the town
going back on linits, a Community Relations Council meeting was held with
Vietnamese and US personnel discussing past problems and futute problems
that might arise, Solutions to hypothetical problems were mutunlly agreed
on,

(6) RECQMENDATION: The Commnity Relations Councils
oontinue to be used to further the understanding between US Forces and the
Vietnomesa people,
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SUBJECT: Operationsl Report - Lessons Learned 1st Cavalry Division (AM),
for Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR.65 (R2)(U)

DA, BQ, I FPORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 6 JUN 1970
THRUs Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander~In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558

T0: Apsistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D,C. 20310

1, (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report - Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970 for Headquarters,

1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) and comcurs, except as otherwise indicated
below,

2. (C) The following ccsments are provided:

&8s Reference item concerning "Infusion Policles", page 35, paragraph
2a(2): nonconcur. : Current health regulations preclude redeployment of
scout dogs from Vietnam, As US Forces redeploy from Vietnam the input
of scout dogs should be proportionally reduced based on current TOEs
and MI'CEs, Reporting unit has been advised of the current policy on
redeploynent of scout dogs.

b. Reference item conocerning "Timely Reaction to the Usually Reliable
Source (URS)", page 38, paragraph 2b(1): conour. Establishing standard
operating procedures at trigade and lower echelons for timely operational
reactions to intelligence reports from usually reliable sources should
improve the exploitability of this information. Reporting and operational
responses to this type information at brigade, division and II Field Porce
levels are being adequately handled by "Yellow Jacket®™ procedures.

0. Reference item concerning "Chemical Essential Elements of Infor-
mation (EEI)", page 38, parsgraph 2b(2): concur.

(1) The reference to Chemioal EEI is actually a chemical operations
questionnaire used by IFW teams to obtain information about the effective-
neas of hertdoides and agent CS. The use of PW interrogation and captured
documents to evaluate the effect of friendly chemical operations is the
most practical way to obtain this type of {nformation. All II Meld Force
Vietoan assigned, attached, or OPCON units will be provided a chemical
operstions questionmaire and asked to use it vhem appropriate.

(2) Requirements for informetion on special areas of interest by

higher ocomhands can be adequately met by levying a SICR on the appropriate
command through II FFORCEV G2 Collsction channels.
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d. Reference item concerning "ARC Light Aborts", page 40, paragraph
2¢(2): concur. Additionally, OPCON units are being encouraged to request
a divert of the ARC Light Strike to an alternate target whenever clearance
of the area for the intended strike is doubtful within four hours of TOT,

) o. Reference item concerning "Fabrication of a Herbicide Spray Ri
to Facilitate Fast Coverage of Hostile Terrain", page 44, paragraph 2c%11):
nonconcur for the following reusons:

(1) The AGAVENCO helicopter-mounted spray system is considered more
effective than the system recommended by the reporting unit for applying
herbicides to large targets because the AGAVENCO system:

(a) Operates over a range of speeds from 50 to 90 knots, Operation
at the 90 kmot speed decreases exposure time significantly in comparison
to maxizum operating apeed of about 65 knots for the field expedient

system,

(b) Controls the application rate and atomization of the herbicide
more closely by means of a variety of noszzle orifice tips furnished with

each AGAVENCO sprayer,

(¢} Permits a faster flow rate than the proposed field expedient
(175 gallons per mimate for AGAVENCO compared to 110 gallons in about

5 mimutes for the field expedient).

~ (2) This headquarters is not avare of a gravity-flow spray rig

vhich is satisfactory for applying herbicides over hostile terrain;
therefore a comparison of the recommended field expedient spray systea
vith an unknown "gravity-flow spray rig" cannot be made. Comparison with
the AGAVENGO system (which has been 1ssued to major units of this command)

vould be far more meaningful.

(3) The field expedient system described by the reporting unit is
oonsidered more effective than the AGAVENCO for applying barbicides to
small, short targets. The reconmendation mads by the reporting unit
would be considered valid if it were changed to read "This type spray rig
should be used to apply herbicides tO small or short targets in hostile

areas",
£f. Reference item conocerning "Ammunition Storage on Fire Bases”,
page 49, paragraph 2£(1)s nonconcur.
(1) Faots reported by the battalion and battery commander of the

artillery unit involved do not agree vith the evaluation in the report,
On the night of the attack at FSB Illingworth, the 8 inch ammunition was
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stored in two recently completed ammunition bunkers, These bunkers, one at ;
each hovitzer, were above ground and were both overheaded with three layers e
of sandbags. The projectiles and powder were separated in each bunker by a '
blast wall, According to daily situation reports, both howitzers were oper-
ational from the day of occupation of position until the night of the attack

(11 days).

(2) Underground bunkers would have greatly reduced the damage which
resulted from this incident. Headquarters, II Field Force Artillery,
immediately implemented a policy of underground ammunition storage at all
fire support bases, However, a modified policy will be necessary during
the rainy season.

Sl Kon

b rog ool Wi
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€. Reference item concerning "Combined Operations to Upgrade Regional
Forces", page 49, paragraph 2f(g§: concur,

(1) The increased duration and scope of Regional Force operations
has placed additional demands on an already struggling RF logistical system.
For the most part, mission essential combat items are available in supply
channels, The system simply does not get these items to the units in a
dependable and timely manner.

(2) Traditional RF operations have been limited in scope and duration,
hence requiring little attention to logistical support during operations.
As a result, operational planning was habitually accomplished without consider-
ation from the logistics staff,

(3) This operationsl defioiency has been identified by province advisors,
and has been rought to the attention of the Vietnamese. Recent messages to i
the field from the Commanding General, III Corps Tactical Zone, have encouraged
longer duration and combined RF operations, and have pointed cut the need for :

logistical planning for these operations.

(4) Additionally this aubject has been the topic of discusaion at a
recent CORDS III CIZ, RF/FF Advisors Conference. The meed to encourage
counterparts from the Supply, Maintenance and Direct Support Logistical
Command and the tactical commanders of the sector to closely coordinate
their functions wvas stressed.

(5) The Vietnamese logistics system can support this type of operstion
and vill improve in its ability with incressed command and advisory emphasis

at each level.

h. Reference item concerning "Conservation of Sling, Nylon, Air Delivery
and Sling, Cargo, Air Delivery, Nylon", pages 49-50, paragraph 2f(3): concur.
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AVPECEE (15 May 70) 1lst Ind
SUBJECT: Operstional Report - Lessons Learned lst Cavalry Division (AM),
for Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)(U)

(1) This problem has been identified by both ARVN and US Advisors
at all levels as a problem common to all ARVN divisions. The Central
logistics Command, ARVN, published a letter to each of the logistiocal
agencies with information copies to Corps Commanders recormending that
all TCEs within their purviev be evaluated and the air delivery items
that are required be requested on a.TA or T(E basis, US Advisors are
monitoring development of this recommendation.

(2) Currently, requests for TA or TCE authorizations are being drafted
vithin the ARVN divisions. The normal development of these requests for
additions to TA ar T(Bs, the related programming, and the subsequent issue
of equipment takes from six to nine months.

1, Reference item:-concerning "Seat Failure on the Jungle Penetrator",
page 52, paragraph 2h(3):

(1) Nonconcur in part, in that the Jungle Penetrator has a rated
capacity of 300 to 35C pounds. If the equipment is overloaded, it becomes
a safety hasard, Strengthening would increase the capacity; however, it
is possible that loads greater than that for which 1t is designed could
cause overloading of matched components of associated equipment, These
include the cable, hoist, and the helicopter airframe.

(2) Concur in the recommendation made concerning the addition of
rings to which the individual can secure himself. The proper procedure
%o be followed is the sutmission of an Equipment Improvement Recommendation
(BIR) under the provisions of paragraph 3-7.4, TM 38-750. In the case of
aeronautical equipment, an emergency or urgent EIR may be submitted to
US Army Aviation Systems Command on any condition involving safety of flight
or hasard to personsl safety.

(3) The reporting unit has been advised of these cozments concerning
their recommendations, as well as the appropriate action %o be taken.

Jo Reference items concerning "Joint US/ARVN Civil Affairs Operations®,
page 53, paragraph 21(2), and "Community Relations Councils' Benefits®,
page 55, paragraph 21(5): concur. Actions recommeaded are requirements stated
in II FPORCEV Regulation 515-2, 2 May 70, subject: Military Civic Action, and
II FPGRCEV Regulation 360=3, 20 Pebruary 70, subject: Community Relations Program.

FOR THE COMMANIER: -~
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AVHGC-DST (15 May 70) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned 1st Cav Division (AM),
Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnanm, APO San Francisco 96375 Q2 JUL 1970

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterlx period ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters,
1st Cavalry Division (AM) and concurs with comments of indorsing head-
querters.

2. (Cc) Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning "Operations", page 26, paragraph g(3)(v).
Item has been extracted for consideration for inclusion in the next
‘issue of the USARV Combat Intelligence Lesgons. No action recommended by
USARPAC or DA,

b. Reference item concerning "Intelligence", page 38, paragraph b(1).
Ttem has been extracted for inclusion in the next issue of the USARV

c. Reference item concerning "Intelligence", page 38, paragraph b(2).
Ttem has been extracted for inclusion in the next issue of the USARV

Combat Intelligence Legsons.

d. Reference item concerning "Location of Suspect Enemy Firing
Positions", page 39, paragraph 2b(3): concur. The use of such an
expedient to locate suspect enemy firing sites is particularly effective
when used in conjunction with intelligence maps of probable firing sites
and with available countermortar radar assets. No action by USARPAC or
DA is recommended.

e. Reference item concerning "Intelligence", page 39, paragraph b(4):
concur. If the 1lst Cav Div has conclusive, substantiating evidence that
there is a great variance in the angle of fall computations in range
(when computed from angle of fall tables) and from data acquired
from the MPQLA Radar, this evidence should be reported to the US Director,
Combined Material Exploitation Center, APO 96307 for review, Only after
a review of the evidence presented should an evaluation be conducted.

QMEC can verify the manner in which the angle of fall tables were prepared.
No action recommended by USARPAC or DA at the present time. Unit so advised.

f. Reference item concerning "Operations", page 42, paragraph c(6):
concur. Item has been extracted for possible inclusion in the next
issue of the USARV Combat Intelligence Lessons.

g. Reference item concerning "Complacency Among Aircrews", page 43,
paragraph 2¢(8): concur. A complacent attitude toward the enemy
generally results in unnecessary losses. This is s matter which should

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (15 May 70) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned lst Cav. Division (AM),
Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2

receive continual command emphasis. No action by USARPAC or DA is
recommended.

h. Reference item concerning '"War Dogs", page Lk, paragraph c(10):
concur, except in part of paragraph ¢ about career program for NCO's
similar to that of Drill Instructors. Experience has shown that regular
infantry platoon sergeants perform as well with war dog platoons as do
NCO's with special war dog training. This is basically an administrative
and leadership position. No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended.

i. Reference item concerning "Supplementary Positions for Direct
Fire", page 46, paragraph 2c(13): concur, except for the use of, term
"base plate". Since the 105mm DS artillery battalions of the 1lst Air
Cav Div (AM) have the M102, howitzer, the proper term to be used is
nfiring platform". No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended.

j. Reference item concerning "Air Warning Data", page 46, paragraph
2¢(14): concur. Methods for determining firing azimuth for air advisors
are many and must be determined in view of the current situation and
requirements. After the FDC commands "BATTERY ADJUST", an azimuth in mils
is announced to minimize the possible loss of time caused by shifting of
trails. This announced azimuth (in mils) may be readily converted to
degrees for air advisories. No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended.

k. Reference item concerning "NORS procedures for Aircraft", page
50, paragraph 2f(4): concur. All levels of command must take an
interest in NORS management. No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended.

1. Reference item concerning "Volume Control for AN/PRC-77/KY-38
Configuration", page 51, paragraph 2g(1)(c): nonconcur. The KY-38
was designed for operation with a handset in manpack or tactical vehicle
configuration. USAECOM is aware that the handset is not adequate for all
situations and has adopted the smplifier AM-4979 ( ) GR for use with
the vehisle mounted KY-38. 300 each AM 4979 ( ) GR Amplifiers will be
sent to RVN for use in conjunction with the 300 vehicle kits already in
country. A possible tempest hasard exists when the AN/GRA-39 is used.
USARV msg 0111212 Jun 70 states: Secure voice oquipment should not be
remoted except during periods of operational necessity. No action by
USARPAC or DA is recommended.

m. Reference item concerning "Cosmunications Problems on FM Secure
Mode", page 51, paragraph 2g(2)(e): concur. No action by USARPAC
or DA is recommended.

62
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AVHGC-DST ( 15 May 70) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned lst Cav Division (AM),

Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2

n. Reference item concerning "AN/PPS-5 Radar Sets", page 52,
paragraph h(1): nonconcur. If a hole is drilled, rust will tend to
accumulate in the area of the exposed metal. Correct primer paint is
not always readily available to adequately seal exposed metal. Also
recommend that a label such as a DA Calibration label be used to seal
the door after the set is repaired. No action by USARPAC or DA is
recomnended.

0. Reference item concerning "Jungle Penetrator", page 52, paragraph
2h(3) and paragraph 2i, lst Indorsement: concur. The unit is submitting
an EIR. No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended.

p. Reference item concerning "PSYOPS in Support of a Unit in Contact",
page 53, paragraph 2i(1): concur. The recommendation is in keeping
with planning techniques and procedures contained in US Army Field
Manual 33-5, Psychological Operations-Techniques and Procedures.
Application and coordination of this recommendation would be handled by
local commanders. No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended.

q. Reference item concerning "Joint US/ARVN Civil Affairs Operations”,
page 53, paragraph 2i(2): concur. Policies and guidance for conduct
of civic action operations is contained in the Combined Campaign Plan
1970, AB 145, and USARV Regulation 515-1. Closer coordination and
supervision is required by G5 staffs and subordinate civil affairs
persomnel. No action by USARPAC or DA is recommended.

dih o2

Cap RYEN ~\\.C
Assistant Aujuiut General

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Cy furn:
11 FFORCEV
1st Cav Div (AM)
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GPOP-DT (15 May 70) 3d Ind (u)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, lst Cavalry Division (AM)
for Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (rR2) (V)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Framcisco 96558 14 AUGT0

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Emding 30 April 1970
TAB A: Task Organization

Tosk Organization: 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile)
a. Division Troops

HEC, 1st Cav Div (AM

1-9 Cav :
Co B (Rangars%, 75th Inf (Lirborne)
62nd Inf P1t (Combat Tracker)
98th Trans Det (icft Maint) (DS)
151at Trans Det ?Acft Mnt; insg
545th Trans Det (Acft Maint) (DS
Ground Sensor Plt (Prov)

8th Engr Bn

13th sig Bn

545th MP Co

184th Cml P1t (DS)

26th Cml Det

371t RR Co

191st MI Co
58%xrd MI Det

14th Mil Hist Det

4lst PI Tean

42nd PI Teom

Rodio Helay Co (Prov)

HEC, 1st Cav Div Rear (Prov)
FIBST TEMM Academy (Prov)
Persormel Servieos Co (Prov)
15th Admin Co

25th Inf Plat (Scout Dog

34th Inf Plat (Scout Dog

37th Inf Plat (Scout Dok

Operational Loostion 2, 5th Weather Squodron (USAF)

322nd Avn Spt Det

366th ivn Spt Det

b, 1lst’'Bde
HAC, let Bde

5=T Cov
C,2~11 ACR (OPCON)

o, 2nd‘Bde
HHC, 2nd Bde
1-8 Cav
1.12 Cav
2=)2 Cov
3.4 Cav (=) (OFCON)

d, 3rd‘Bdo
HIC, 3xd Bdo
1=5 Cav (DS 9th ARVN Rogt)
A.!‘r‘
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quartorly Poriod Ending 30 April 1970

TiB As

1.

Task Orgenization (Cont)

1-7 Cav:

2.7 Cov

2-5 Cav

2-34 Am Y) (OPCON)
2-4T Inf (Mech) (OPCON)

Division Artillery

HEB, DIVARTY

2-8 Cav

2-19 Lrty

2=20 Arty
80th Tran Dot (heft Maint) (DS)
17lst Trons Det iAcft Mn:l.ntg ins;
329th Trons Det (Aoft Maint) (DS

1-21 Arty

1-77 Arty

Btry E (4Awm), 82nd Arty
564th Trans Det (Acft Maint) (DS)

1-30. Arty

27%d FA Dot (Redar)

TF Worth 5-2 Arty (W)

11th ACR (OPCON)
HNT, 11ACR

1-11 ACR (=)
2-11 ACR

3.11 ACR

11th Avn Gp (Cubt)
EHC, 1lth Awn Gp
AMr Traffic Control Plat (Prov)
273 Assoult Spt Hol Co (Hvy Hol) (OPCON)
11th 4vn Co (GS)
150th Trons Det (Acft Maint) (DS)
227th Avn Bn (Aslt Hel)
166th Trona Dot (Aoft Maint) (DS
390th Trans Det (ieft Maint) (DS
394th Trons Det (Loft Maint) (DS
400th Truns Det (loft Maint) (DS

228th Avn Bn (Aslt Spt Hol)
51st Trans Dot (4oft Med Cgo Hol Maint) (DS)
165th Trons Det met Med Cgo Hel H&intg %ns
255th Trene Dot (Loft Med Cgo Hol Maint) (DS

229th Ava Bn (Aslt Hel) '
391at Trana Dot (Acft Maint) (DS
392nd Trans Dot (Acft Maint) (DS
393nd Trans Dot (Aoft Maint) (DS
571st Trans Det (Acft Maint) (DS

A6
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SIBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Poriod Ending 30 April 1970
TIB A: Task Organization (Cont)

h, Division Spt Cmd
HHC & Band
15th Med Bn
15th 8% Bn
15th Trana Bn
27th Maint Bn

1, Supporting Artillery
2-12 Arty (155)
41-27 Ar (155)

27 Arty (8"/17
Af2-32 irty ﬁa"fns)
B/2-32 Arty (8

s=67
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SBJECT:s Operationnl Report for Quartorly Poriod Ending 30 April 1970
TAR B: IFriondly Oxder of Battle

1st Cav Div (4M) Friondly Oxder of Battle as of 302400 April 1970

UNIT PROVINCE
1st Cav'Div (AM) Binh Duong
1st Bde, 1ACD Tay Ning
5=T Cav’ Tay Ning
2nd Bde, 1ACD Phuoo Long
1-8 Cav’ Phuoc Long
1=12 Cav Phuoo long
2=12 Cav Phuoe long
3=4 Cav’ (=) Ploc Leng
3rd Bde, 1ACD Binh long
1-5 Cav Phos Long
1=7 CaVv Bing Long
2-5 Cav (=) Toy Ninh
2«7 Cav Tay Ninh
2-34 ARM s-) Tay Ninh
2-47 Inf’(Moch) Tay Ninh
Div Arty, 1ACD Binh Duong
2-8 Cav Binh Duong
2~19 Arty (105T) Tay Ninh
2-20 Arty (ARA) Binh Duong
1-21 Arty (1057 Binh Long
1-30 Arty (155T) Binh Duong
1-T7 Arty (105T Plmoo Long
E/82 Arty (LVN) Binh Ducng
1-9 Cav Binh Duong
8th Engr Binh Duong
13th'Sig Tinh Duong
Co H, (Rngr) 75th Inf Lish Duong
11th Awn Gp Binh Duong
11th GS Co Binh Duong
227th Avn Bn Binh Duong
228th Avn Bn Bing Duong
229th Lvn Bn Tay Ninh
11th ACR $Sap) Binh Long
1-11 ACR (=) Tay Ninh
2=11 ACR Tay Ninh
3=11 ACR Toy Kinh
Adr Cav Trp Binh Long
919th Engr Co Binh Long

STATION COOFD

Phuoc Vinh XT967490
Tay Ninh X7158513
£B Wood XT049801
FSB Buttons YU140070
FSB Nguyen Trod YU369261
PS Buttons Y0140070
FSB Marisa YU0454222
FSB Rob YT262916
Quan Lol X1820910
FSB Phi Ma XUT00113
FSB Francoes XT573758
F8B Jamio XT482T15
FSB Boverly XT330900
FSB Beverly XT330900
FSB Joverly XT3%30900
Phuoe Vinh XT962488
Phuoe Vinh XT967490
Tay Ninh- XT158513
Pmos Vinh XT968490
Quan Loi XT815905
Phuoc Vinh XT972492
FS3 Buttons Y5140070
Phuoe Vinh XT958490
Phuoo ¥inh XT967490
Phuoe Vinh X1954468
Pimoo Vinh X1965486
Phuoe Vinh XT966492
Phuoc Vinh XT962500
Phuoe Vinh XT962500
Thuoe Vinh X1962500
Phuoos Vinh XT962500
Tay Ninh XT158513
Quan Lol X1e20910
F&B Burkoett AT552846
PEB South I XT515905
F South IT £T531900
Quan Loi XT820910
Quan Lol XT820910

3~6¥
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CONTROL HQ

IIFEV

1ACD

lat Bdo, 1ACD
1ACD

2nd Dde; 1ACD

2nd Bée; 1ACD

2nd Bdo; 140D

2nd Bde, 1ACD
1ACD

DS 9th ARVR REGT
3rd Bde; LACD

3rd Bde, 1ACD

%rd Bde, 1ACD

3rd Bde; 1iCD

3rd Ddo, 1ACD
1ACD

Div Arty; 1ACD
Div Arty, 1ACD
Div Arty, 1ACD
Div Arty; lACD
Div Arty; 1AOD
Div Arty; 1ACD
Div Arty, 1ACD
1ACD

1ACD

1ACD

1ACD

10D

11th Avn Gp; 1ACD
11th Awn Gp; 1ACD
11th Awn Gp; 1ACD
1l1th Avn Gp, 1ACD
140D

11th ACR

11th ACR

11th /CR

11th ACR

11th ACR
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970
TAB C: Enemy Order of Battle

UNIB EROBABLE IQCATION AS OF 30 APR 10
1. 9th VC Division

8. 271 Begiment XP 2020

be 272 Regiment XTI 0489

¢, 95C Regiment WT 9769
2, 5th VC Division

2+ 275th Regiment XU 9330

be 174th Regiment W 2239
3¢« Tfh NVA Division

&, 209th Regiment X2 4981

be 165th Regiment X 5197

0. 1418t Regiment XU 5234
4. 1018t Regiment (poss)} XT 538%
5¢ 69th Arty Command

8. 208th Arty Regiment T 3595

be 96th Arty Regiment XT 6085
6+ Dong Nai Regiment XT 7644
7, D368 LF BN XU 8204
8, D168 LF HN YU 0734

o7
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970

TAB D: Weather and Terrain

1s Terrain: The terrsin in the 1st ACD AC is gennerallyflat, Tay Finh
Province is marked with ricc paddies and mersh lands in some parts, but is
forested in the north and east, Binh Long Frovince is flat and covered with
dense forest which are mixed with rubber plantations in the south ,Phuoc Long
Province consist of a plain rising to ‘he westand a mountain range dominating
the northeast. The provinec: is on the whole hesvily vegitoied ;primerily with
mlti-canopied forest, Four rivers- the Vam Co Dong, the Saigon, the Song Je
and the Dong Nai - flow through the divisions 20, These rivers present an
obstacle to ground movement because of their depth and steep banks, Threc
mountains ere prominent in the area : Nui B~ Rn,Nui Ba Don and the Razorback,

2, VWeather:

ae February'!s weather was characterized by an wusually wesk
northeast monsoon and Hy a frequently developing southerly wind flow, These
conditions ¢aused dense fog and low clouds during the morning hours more often
then normal, particularly in the northern and northwestern regions of the
1st ACD AO, A persistant problem for flying units was & layer of hnze mixed
with smoke found during daylight hours between 1000 and 6000 feet,

be March's weather differed from expected climate patterms in the
case of rainfall-and temperature, Rainfall set nev records ot Phuoc Vinh
with 4.48 inches,whecreas the average rainfall is 1.0 inch. The average
maximum temperature for the month was 98 deg-ees I, whereas the climate
average is 95 degrees F, These unusual conditions were causcd by o trough

(dmilar to low prossute troughs of mid-latitudes) which passed over III
CTZ at high altitudea.

Ce April's weathor followed climate pattorma except during the first
wock , vwhen an unusual amount of rain fell and vhen winds blew from the
south and southwest, raiher than ‘from the northenst, Although the month had
nore ddys ¥ith rain than normnl , total cmount of rainfall was not much above
avernge, In fact, climate norms except as mentioned above were not oxcccdod,

d, Maximun Temperctures: Feb - 97°°F
M& - 1010 F
dpr - 103 F

. Minimn Tempernture  Feb = 623 F
Max « 69g F
hpr T F

fo Relative Hunidity: Feb = 5076 moxning
nnd - 500 afternoon
Max= 907% morning
rmd = 50% aftorwon
Apr - 90% morning
erd - 500 afternoon

D70
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SUBJECT: Operationzsl Report for Quarterly Period Bnding 30 April 1970
TAB Dt Weathor and Terrain (cont)

g Rainfall: Feb - +69 inches
Maxr « 4,48 inches
Apr = 6,12 inches (All totals are for the Phuoo
Vinh area )

he Maximm Density Altitude: Feb - 3105 feot
: Mor - 3325 feot
Apr - 3485 feet

1. Minimum Density Altitude: Feb « 503 feet
Maxr -~ 1158 feet
Apr = 1232 foet

D-71
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SWBJECTY " Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970
TAB Bt Surveillance Information

derinl Surveillance:
a, Mission statistios for the period 1 Feb 70 = 30 Apx 70

1,

MISSION TYPE SCHD/CQMP RES

m 324 . 888 Emissions
SLAR 345/320 1281 Movers
PHOTO éMohaMk) 98/92 -

PHOTO (Air Force) 218/211 ~—

b. The weather during the three month reporting period was good to excele
lent, Although the number of days with rainfall and the amount of rainfall
during April exceeded the climatological avercges, the weather was not a
ig.otor affecting aerial surveillance missions during the reporting period,

e only limiting factor was early morning ground haze which necessitated
a short delay in the TOP on aerial photo missions,

(1) IR: During the quarter 94.5% of the missions were completeds
Bighteen missions were ancelled, 11 because of sensor malfunction, and 7
because of A/0 problems,

(2) SI!R: During the quarter, 92,7% ofthe SLAR missions were
completeds Twenty=five missions were cancelled, 7 because of sonsor male
function and 18 because of AL/C problems,

(3) PHOTO (Mohawk): During the quarter, 93.8% of the Mohawk
missions were completed, Six missions were not conpleted, 3 bhoozuse
of weather and 3 because of crmera malfunction,

(4) PHOTO {(Air Force); During the quarter, 96.7% of US Air Force
photo missions were completed. Seven missions were not completed, 3
because of weather and 4 because of A/C problems.

2, Ground Sensor Surveillance: Mission stntistics for the period 1 Feb w
70 = 30 Apr 70t 'f
ae Ilission Sched/Comp: 15/15 (8 nir/7 ond)

be New Sensors iraplaced: 310
os Adverpge Number Enplnrced per Mission: 21 §
de AdrEmplaccd; 261 ("’293?

e, iand Emploced: 39 (¢1:74

fo Moximm Sonsor Yenuity: 569

8+ Nunbor of Barget: Detecteds 610

3, SLIR Test Report

ne Genoralt On 14 April 1970 n controllod SLAR tost was condunted along
n Jurgle trnil approxiintely 4 kilonetars W of Pwoo Vinhe This wus

A YL it e
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970
TAB Es Surveillance Information (Cont)

4he mecond SLAR test to be conducted by G2 4ir, 1st Cav Div with the cooper=
ation and support of II FFV and 73d SAC.

b, Background: The first SLAR test was oonducted on 23 Jamary 1970
on an open road SW of Phuoo Vinh, The results of this test indicated that
SLAR would deteot moving vehicles of varying sizes in open terrain, Bloy~
cles were detected on 50% of the SLAR runs, notorbikes and lembrettas on
5% of the Tuns, end moving jeeps on 100% of the runs, In addition, con-
centrations of troops moving at a speed of greater than 3 kilometers per
hour were detected by SLAR.

0. Test (bjectives and Conditions: The test conducted on 14 April was
to determine what size objectives could be detected by SLAR on a ju ngle
frail typical in SVN, The test was conducted between 1000~-1200 howrs in
olear weather with unrestricted visibility, The test site consisted of
8 one-wpy norrow road approximately 600 meters long. Vegetation consisted
of large trees, thick shrubbery and 12 fcet high elephant grass on both
sides of thc road, There was no overhead canopyj however, line of sight
conditions between torgets and sensdr did not exist when the flight line
was parallel to the route of travels

d, Test Vehicles: The following vehicles were utilized for the tests

1) 2x% ton joops

2) 2 motorbikes

3) 2 NVA bicycles w/ammo cans attached

4) A comcentration of 5 troops w/wpns and equipment.

e, Aircraft: A standard OV-1B Mohowk was used for the SLAR teste
The data link capability was utilized and was continuous after the start of
the test, Imagery from thé aircraft was excellent; imcgery from the dete
link station was only fair, A4 25 kilometer sétting was used by the aircraft.
The airoraft flew at an altitude of 7500 feot.

£, Conduot of Test: The teet site was divided into three sections,
Ench soction of the test site was ococupied by the bicycles, motorbikes,
and ground troops, respectivoly, During the actual test the vehicles and -
troops moved elong the 200m of their respective trail oreas, turned around,
and noved back 200m, This procedure was continued until the test was
oompleted, Simultancously, the 2 jeeps travoled the entiro longth of the
trail, cach jeep starting ot opposité cnds of tho troil and passong eash
other in the niddle of the test site, The initinl posscs by the airoraft
were nade perpendioulnr to the test site at distances of nine and seven
kilonmeters, o second cot of paspes wis made perollel to the test site
at ranges of 6, 8, 10 and 15 kilonéters, Movemont along the tiall by the
tost vehioles nnd troops was continuous during tho sotual tost.

g, Results and Conclusionst
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SUBJECTs Operational Report for Quarterly Perioed Ending 30 Lpril 1970
TAB E: Surveillance Information {Cont)

(1) More novers were detected on flight lines flown perpendicular
to the direction of movement than on the flight lines flovn parallel to
the direction of movement of the targets, /An aversge of two movers were
detected on a parallel flight line ag oppos2d to an avcrage of three to
foxxr . movers on a perpendicular flight line.

(2) The test indicated that movirs the size of o jeep or larger
could be detected on a parallel flight 1lin~. However, on o Derpendicular
flight line novers the size of a motorbike could be detected.

(3) Since the test site did not have overhead canopy a flight line
perpendiouler to the route of travel created line of sight conditions,

The test did not prove that tnrgets smiller than a jeep will be detected when
the targets are sorecned by vegetation,

(4) More novers were detected on a horizontal flight line flown
seven kilometers from the target than on flight lines flown closer to or
farther than T kilometers from the test site,

(5) A thirad test will be conducted under oonditions approx-
imating jungle canopy. The results of all tests will be evaluated to de=
termine the reliability of SLAR in the Division's 4O,
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Operational Report for Qua:rteny Period Ending 30 Am-il 1%70
Intelligence Activities

gt Militaxy Intell e Com ions,

1. 3Baockground Investigations:

8e
be
Cs
de
6,
£,

Cases on hand at beginning of reporting periods 6

Cases received during reporting periods 54
Cases closed during reporting period: 49
Cases on hand at end of reporting periods 11
Cares processed past suspense date: 6
Leads ocompleted: 151

2, Seourity Sexrvices:

as Amnounced security inspections: 4
be Courtesy inspections and checks: 51
o, Unamounced security checks: 44
de TUnannounced sanitary fill checks: 98
es Fingerprintings: 318
£, Tech Sexvices (looks, combination changes,
" eto)s N
& IG inspeotionst 12
3« Liaison Contacta:
a. local GVN Officials: 498
be Military Officialss 89l
Gs Other Intelligonce Units: 983
4. Blaokiiat personalities screened: 62
59 Intelligence files checked: 211
6. Interrogationst
& NVA: 2
b, VO: 58
0, VCI: 1n
d, Detainees: 9
7+ Drightlight Reportst 0
8, Colleotions t
ay Overts
?g 8pot Reports 245
2) Translations 24
be Covert: 24
Qe ICAPSI 179
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970
TAB F: Intelligence Activities (Cont)

9. Personnel Security Actionss

8. Number of Validations: 2124
1) Top Secret 207
2) Seoret 1917
bs Interim Clearances Granted: 179
1% Interim Top Secret 160
2) Interim Secret 19
ds Crytographic Aocess Granted: 0
de Requests for USATRR Checks Submitted: 250
es TLoocal Files Checks Completed : 5136
f. Requests for BI submitted:
ge« Requests for NAC submitted: 48
10, Detainees: 445
a. DW: 40
élg NVA: 39
2) VC: 1l ,
be Returnees: 53 o
glg NVAs 45
2) VG: 8
11. Doouments: 423 (827 inches)
F-76
CONFIDENTIAL

Rk A SRR e (Y




CONFIDENTIAL

SWBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Rexhod Bading 30 April 1970
TAD Gs Training/Combat Developments

1, DIVISION TRAININGs:

8, The FIRST TEAM Academy ot Bien Hoa conducied individual replacemont
troining for all incoming roplacement personnol during the reporting period, .
A total of 508°officors and 2,610 enlisted men roceived the four day course
of instrmiction,

b, "Tho Combat Leaders Course (CIC) grnduated 214 persomnel during the
quartor, The 1lO=dny course of instruction provides iraining for selocted
persomol (E=3 thru BE-5) who have demonstrated leadership potential in tho
field and aro progrommoed to become todm leadsrs and squad leaders, The sub-
jects stressod are small unit tactica, air assault tdéchniques, mop reading,
commnioations procedures, first aoid, and leadorship,

¢, The Kit Carson Scout training program graduatcd 86 porsonnel during
the roporting orind, The objective of tho progran is to provide mancuver
units within tho Division with well=trainod fermier VC/NVA soldiers who perform
as scouts with Amorican units during operations, Training includcs dasic
airmobile tactics and tochniques, oare and oporation of US oquipment, English
languago, ond the mission of thoe Kit Carson Scout,

d, The Division Sniper School gradusted 44 porsommel during the quarter,
The progran is dosignéd to train selcoted personnol in advancod marksmanship
ond snipor technigques, Course of instruction olso includes cormmunications
procedures, map reading, adjustment of indirect fire mad night firing toche
niques, Upon groduation, the .tréined snipers ave xdturncd to their units to
be employed as o battalion asset, On 17 Maxch 1970, o nine-man Sniper Instruce
tor Toan was assigned to the FIRSP TEAM., Tho tean had just comploted formal
troining ot the Sniper Inatiuctor Sohool of the Arny Marksmanship Training
Unit, Fort Bemning, Georgia,

2, NON-DIVISIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMS AND SCHOOLS:

6. Tho Division mado oxtonsive use of the USARV aschool syston during tho
roporting poricd, The following figures indicate the utilization ratc for

tho quarter:
OFF B
Army Aviation Rofrosher Training Scheol 7 194
AB=1G Tranaition 13
AB=16 IP/SIP 4
UB=1H Transition 2
OH~6A Tronsition 10
OH-6A IP/SIP 3
US Ay Treining F'u-onity. 1st Signal Bdo 35
MACY Rooonde School 2

b, Thero wore 6 avintors within thc Division who attonded tho Juncle
Environmontol Sutvival Troining (JBST) oourso in tho Thilippines during tho
roporting poriod, JEST was discontinuod on 1 Mareh 1970,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970
PAB G: Training/Corbot Dovelopmonts (Cont)

3. US/RV:AF TRAINING:

8, In keeping with the spirit of Viectnamization, the FIRST TEAM has por-
tioipated in an on=the-Jjob training progran with the groduatos of the 5th
ARVN Division's Ilatoon lecder Rofresher Courssc, Compoany Commandor Rofreshor
Course, and NCO Acadeny, The graduating LRVN Officors and NCO's are attached
to 1st Cav Div units in OJT positions cormensuratc with their rank and MOS
for o period of one weck,

b, During the lost quarter 40 ARVN Officors and 45 ARVN NCO's partioipcted
in the program, The program proved to be o, big succéss, Ideas on ooncepts
ond techniques wore frecly exchanged, rosulting in o greater respect for and
appreciation of the RVNAF soldiox's ability,

4, COMBAT DEVELOPMENTS

8. On 14 Februcry 1970, the Division cofpleted a five wesk combat ovaluoe
tion of the Improved Position Locctor (IPL), Whon properly colibrated and used,
the instrunent previdas an individusl with his location in eight.dipit UTM
grid coordinates undor nost conditions of torrein und weather, Usors wore
vory impressed with the accurncy of the machinc, Recormondations included
rctucing the weight and bulk of the device and hunen onginecring improvencnts
on the antennc systom, Once theso improvements are nede, thé IPL should
ogoin undergo an extonsivo evaluation progran 41 deternine if additional improv-
ments arc neodod and to establish o basis of issuo,

b, The 90 day combot cvolustion of the Ircquois Night Fightor and Night
Tracker (INFANT) (ENSURE 100) ended on 28 Februaxy 1970. To evoluate the
gysteme' oapabilitics over widely varying types of torrain, thé INFANT nir-
craft were OPCON to the lst Inf Div for 6 days, tho 25th Inf'Div for 15 doys,
and the 1st Avn Dde for 10 daye during the evaluniion period, Oneof the throe
aircraft wos lost in action on 2 Jan and was not replaced until 23 Jan 70,

Tho final evaluation ropsrt is being written by the Army Concopt Tean In
Viotnon (ACTIV) and has not boon published os of this date, INFANT icsults,
ond o comparison with the standard Nighthowk systen aro shown below, DResulte
are only for those doys in which the INFANT aircraft flew in supnort of tho
1ACD (59 days). Nighthowk results are for scvon systoms for the poriod

1 Doc 69 - 28 Fob 70,

NIGHTHAWK INFANT
No. of ongarenenta 121 18
Tino flown (hrs) 1166 212
Enony KD 1%2 102
KDH por ongngoment 1,09 5.67
Flying hrs por KBH 8,72 2,07
Soarch airorcft cost $283,000 $865,000

Tho above dato is enly o amoll portion'of that nocled to make an cdequato
evaluation of tho INFANT, Acooxdingly, no conclusions will be drawn oxcopt
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S'(ﬁBJ’EE‘I’: Operntional Roport for Quartorly Porind Ending 30 April 1970
T!B @: Trening/Corbet Developmonts (Cont)

to soy that the systen is offoctive and significantly rcduces the cnaay's
froecdon t¢ move ot nipht,

¢, On 30 March 1970, the Division completed a 60 day combat ovaluation
of the Modified MLO2 Howitzer Fire Control Matorial, The evaluation covered
the M134 telemeore mount, corrying cesc and storage brackct, The grentest
advantage of the modificotions is the ecsé and specd by which the fire control
hardware nmoy be de-nounted and re~mounted, The corrying case proved to be
ideal for protecting the M11l3 telescope during adr and lond moverent ope rations,
It wins recommonded thot the modifications be applicd to all M102 fire oontrol
gystons,

d. On 30 £pril 1970 the Divicion corpletod o 5 month combat evaluation
of tho XM 191 Multishot Portable Flame Weapon’ (MFFW) (ENSUIE 263), Tho
weepon is extremcly accurcte, oasy o operate, and vory relinble, It iz cfe
factive agtinst bunkers and targets where cormbustion is the nain result desired,
The weight, bulk, back blast, and lack of fields of fire are the nain die-
advantoge of' the XM 191 whon used in junglc terrain. Most units profer to
leavae the weapon at o fire support bose and call for it to be delivered by
helicopter when noeded by troopa in the fields It ic also effectively
orployed as en integral prxt of o bose defense weopons system, Minor irprovae
nents recommended included relocating the carrying strap and replacing it
with o stronger one, and attaching the rubber gnskets at cach ond of the
XM 191 more securcly,

o, ALs of 30 Lpril 1970, thc following cquiprent wos wnder oveluntion:

(1) Awxillory Power Unit (APU) for UM~l Serics Helicoptor (ENSURE 29):

One unit hos becn in use and wnder an informel evaluation since Név 1969,

Two additional units wore reccived and instolled on 16 Lpril 1970, The unit
hos been used mainly by maintonance persemnsl in grovnd checking the console
rodios and for supplying intcrmal aireraft lighting during periods of night
cireraft mointenance, Due %o the reduced rongo of the aircraft's redios
whilo it is on the ground, tho iU had not becun extensively used for its
originally intended purpose,

(2) Non-Dircctionnl Ground Firo Detectors (ENSURE 314): Soven systcns
wore installed in AN~1G holicoptcre and have been under ovaluation since 7 Fob
70, The detectors work well, tut due to & roduction in ground-towair firing
incidents, sufficiont dotz is not currently nvailable to judgo the werth and
future potential of the dotcotors,

(3) Laser Tarpet Dosignation System (IDS) (ENSURE 170): The oquip-
mnt arrived in country in carly February and dato colloction began on 20 Fob
70, Most usors are irpressoed with the equiprentts capabilitiocs md have baon
oxperinenting with now potontinl usos, A Nighthowk confisuration has proven
to be succossful, Its advantare ovor exicting Nighthowk systoms is the
rbility to covertly doairmato o tornot to pérmit rapid and zcocurnte onginio=
nment by tho "chase bird” (usunlly on AH-1G).
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SUBJECT: Onerational Report for Quarbterly Icriod Ending 30 Amril 1970
T:3 G: Troining/Combat Dovclopments (Cont)

e s o

(%) XM 433 Tocket Fuze ond Remotc Sot Subsyston (MHSUWE 187)s The
Division received one retrofitted AH=-1G and 750 rockot fuzes on 5 Mzreh,
vilots have been’impressed Jwith the new copability that the system provides,
On moxirun delay, the rocket is capoble of penotrating 8 feet of earth a.nd/ ¢
oT loss prior to detonation, In the lst Cav Div (iM) 40, the fuze has beon ‘
used prinorily to achieve an nir burst undor the junzle concpy.

(5) Tumnel Detection Devices The USALWL developed ond shipped seven
dctectors to RVN for cvaiuation, The dats colloction period storted an 1
April 70, ©Wo results are currently available, however the device doos not
appeaxr to be sufficiently ruppedized and is tco henvy and cunbersome to
erploy in the jungle terrain,

(6) Canopy Morking Round (ENSURE 3): The dovice is a smoke Arenade
fired from an M=79, The Division rcceived 660 rounis for evaluntion, Results
to date are very encourrcpging,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quartcrly Period Bnding 30 April 1970
TAB L: Provost Marshal Activities

1, During the period 1 February 1970 tirough 30 April 1970, the Office of 2
the Provost Marshal processed a total of seven hundred and twentywnine
offenses,
a, Uffense Statisticsa:
Crimes against persons/property 210

Miscellaneous offenses 106
Military offenses 118
Traffic offenses 299

TOTAL 729

be Dreakdown of offense statistics:

(1) Crimes against persons/property 210: aggravated assault 17,
assault'10, larceny over $50 145, larceny under $50 34, fraud 1, unlawful
entry 2, communicating threat 1.

(2) Miscellaneous offenses 106: disorderly conduct 16, drunkness 6,
possession of marijuana 61, possession of dangerous drugs 17, trespassing 6.

(3) Military offenses 118t AWCL 9, pass violations 1, off limits' 46,
unlawful discharge of firearm 3, disrespect to NCO 1, curfew violation 3,
uniform violation 6, failure to obey a ditect order’2, disrespect to an
officer 1, self-inflicted gunshot wound 1, other /5.

(4) Traffic offenses 295: speeding 94, fail to stop 60, unsecure ve-
hicle 21, parking in prohibited area 7, wrong way 32, overloaded vehicle 18,
no operator's permit 27, reckless driving 1, oxocessive speed for road con=
ditions 7, Yailure to maintain control 9, failure to yield 3, fleeing
the scene 3 inattentive driving 6, drunken driving 2, improper backing 5.

¢e Comments on offender statistics:

(1) The over-all offense rate decrensed 3% from the preceding reporting
period,

(2) In respect to the foux (4) major reportable categories, crimes a=-
galnst persons/property decreased 17% miscellaneous offenses decreased by
8% military offenses decreased by 12%j hovever,traffic offenses increased
by 19% over the previous period,.

i S et top e e B R

(3) Significant changes with regard to particular offensce reported
during the previous period are as follows: assaults decrcased from 31 to
104 larcenies over $50 deoreased from 183 to 1453 AWOLs espprehended within
the 14CD Area of Operations deorcased from 41 to 9%; speeding vielations
deoreased from 126 to 943 whereas "failure to stop" violations increased
from 39 to 60 and "wrong way" violations increased from O to 32,

*The significent decrease in the rnumber of AWCLs apprehended must be

considered in light of 31 1ACD AYWQLs apprehended in the Saigon, Cho Lon,
Bien Hoa Area. L-81
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SUBJECT:t {perational Report for Quarterly Period Fhding 30 April 1970
TAB Lt Prvost Marshal Activities (Cont)

2. During the period the Office of the Provost Marshal processed a total
of two huncred thirty-eight detainees:

Detainee Statistics: Feb Max Apr TOTAL
Returnees 1 1 15 27
Prisoners of War 4 6 15 25
Civil Defendents 0 1l 28 29
Imocent Civilians 0 20 137 197

TOTAL 238
L-82
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Pericd Ending 30 April 1970
TAB Mt Surgeon Aotivities

le Disease and Injury Statistical Dntas
8, Non-battle injuries 407

b. Disease 1087

(1) Malaria 185

a.z Vivax 76

b\ Falciparum 99

o) Unknown 10

2) FUO 380

3) Psychiatric Cases 247

4) Others 11

0. Remaining in hospital 148
(In oountry)

2, Discussion of Disease?

a. Theré were 185 cases of malaria in this division from'l Feb 70
to 30 Ape 70, 76 of which were attributed to Plasmodium vivax, and
were caused, in most céses, by failure to take the weekly Chloroquinew
Primaquine Prophylaxis,

(1) The maloria incidence is as follows:

INIT FED MAR &R ZOTAL
HHC, 1st Bde 0 0 0 )
5/1 2 3 0 5
2/7 5 0 2 T
HHC, 2d Dde 0 2 1 3
1/8 5 9 9 23,
1/12 12 10 8 30
2 8 2 4 14
HHC, 3d Bde ) 2 4 6
% 2 1 3 3

9 10 8 27
Y 7 4 4 15
Div Arty 3 2 2 7
2/8 5 2 3 10
1/9 0 0 0 0
11th Avn Gp 3 2 0 5
Spt Omd 8 3 3 U
Sig Dn 0 0 0 0
Ing Bn 1 0 0 1
LRP 4 2 1 7
545 MP 2 9 -2 )
TOTAL i 56 52 185

(2) The oontinued deorecse in the mmber of melaria cases was expectec
o a sendonal bason sinoce thim reporting period was in the dry season for
TITT Oorps,
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending ‘0 April 1970
TAB Mi Suxgeon Activities (Cont)

be Other sclected disease of inportonce are as follows:

Immersion Foot

Heat Exhaustion
Poisoning

Aninal Dites
Hepatitis

Dengue Fever
Infectious Meningitis
Serub Typhus

= AN
HOOPPOYOWO

3+ WIA: From 1 Feb through 30 Apr 70, the 15th Medical Battalion
treated a total of 820 U,.S, fwmy personnel who were WIA, Of these, 469 were
admitted and 351 wore CRO,
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SUﬁJ’ECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970
TAB N: Logistics Operations

1, During the reporting period 1 February 1970 to 30 April 1970, the Division
Support Cormand (DISCQM) continued to support the 1st Cavalry Division (AM) in
all operations. Combat service support provided and/or coordinated by DISCOM
included supplies, maintenance, medical services, transportation, evacuation
of captured enemy material and salvage, bath, laundry, graves registration
and explosive ordnance disposal for the 1st Cav Div (AM) organic and attached
elements, Support rendered remained basically unchanged in mission require-
ments as compared to previous periods.

a. The First Forwerd Service Support Element (FSSE) provided logistical
combat support to Division manuever battalions assigned to the 1st Bde, 1st
Cavalry Division (AM) from its base camp in Tay Ninh, Classes IIF, IV
(Installation Equipment), VIII, and IX as well as direct maintenance support,
medical service ard eir transportation support were provided by DISCQM
elements at this location,

(1) On March 18, 1970, construction of a POL refuel point began at
Thien Ngon. Consisting of eight (8) refuel pads with a storage capacity of
approximately 30,000 gallons of JP4, the point was operational on 27 March
1970, Refueling of the point is accomplished by bladder bird. On 19 March,
a forward supply point was established at Thien Ngon. Classes III and V
supplies are flown into Thien Ngon from Bien Hoa daily, Minor problems were
experienced initially, but were later alleviated.

(2) The PQL point at Barbarz remains in'operation with eight (8) refuel
pads and 2 storage capacity of approximately 30,000 gallons of JP4. Omn 17
April at approximately 0300 hours, a fire was reported at the POL point at
Barbara. A&n M-79 fired from inside the berm was repar ted a2s the cause of the
fire, 4500 gallons of JP5 (blivits) and seven (7) cmpty blivits and minor
POL equipment wore destroyed.

(3) Intermittently during the report period, elements of the 11th ACR
wore resupplied from the Iominator Helipad without incident.

(4) Major ground movement during the report period included the cone
struction of threc (3) LRVN and thirteen (13) semi-permanent US fire bases,
the moving of one battalion roar trains from Tay Nirh Base camp and the receive
ing of another,.

(5) During the report period, a total of 18,225 tons =nd 17,844 passcngers
were flown'out of the Tay Ninh helipd by CH47 helicopters with an ndditional
total of 4,342 tons and 14,765 passdngers flown into the holipcds CHS54 helicop-
ters carried 4,258 tons out and 32 tons into the helipad. The movenent tcan
located at Tay Ninh Airfield reported 745 tons and 8642 prssongers flown in ard
978 tons and 8474 pnusengers flown out of the ~irfield.

bs The 2nd FSSE supported the 2nd Brignde, lst Cav Div (ZM) and attached units
based at ond opersting fron Fire Support 3cse Duttons for the entire period,

Classes I, II, III, IV end V cs well as nodicrl service, mrintenance support ond
air tranaportation support wore provided by DISCCM clements at this location.
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SUBJECTs Operational Report for Quartorly Period Ending 30 April 1970
TAB N: Loglstics Operations (Cont)

(1) The Movements Control Section contimed to provide rotary wing
airligt control at Dusty Pod, A daily average of 230 tons of supplies were
moved to support forward fire bases, Contimied rotary wing support was pro=
vided for the 1lst, and later the 2nd ARVN Airborne Brigades, Rotary wing air-
11£t control was provided at Due Phong during the period of 12 April 1970
to 28 April 1970, An average lo 14 sortios of Class V supplies and watexr

were flown daily to forward fire bases, .

(2) A fixed wing résupply point for ¢logs V resupply was ostoblished
22 Maroh 1970 ot 1Z Snuffy, Bu Gin Map, to°support 1/77 Artillery ot 13 Smuffy
and B Btry 1/30 Artillery ot 12 Hung Voung, 12 Smffy wos closed 10 April
1970 after o fixed wing movement of the 1/12 Cav cnd A Biry 1/77 hrty to Fire
Support Base Buttons,

(3) Resupply convoys were received on 14 April 1970 and 18 April 1970,
The convoy operation furnished all classes of supply during o petiod when
fixed wing capabilitios were restrioted by limited odr ficld use,

o, The 3rd FSSE supported the 3rd Brigade, lst Cav piv (AM) ond attached
units from’ite base comp in Quan Loi, Classcs I, II, III, Iv zInsto.llo.tion
Equipment), VIII, IX as well os medical service, ond air transportation support
werc provided,

(1) A central helicopter rcarm facility A astablishod for all
helicopter rearm oporations conducted in Quan Loi,

(2) FPixod wing aerial resupply vag coordincted for the 1llth Armored
Cavalry Regiment units opoerating in the vicinity of Tonls Cham and Thien Nhon,

2, During the reported period, tho 27th Maintononce Battalion contimued to
provide dircot support maintenance ond repoir parts supply for all ground
equipment (less medical and cryptographic) of tho First Tcam, This "Anywhore-
Anytime" support wos evidont in the fact that the following percentage of
equipment was opcrotional at the ond of the guartors

CATEGORY % OPERATIORAL

vehio""l.‘.OOOO;OO;OOOOQOI0000;;97;1”
Artill.ryo;;;oooo.o;aooonoooooo;;99;9%
Gmmtonoooooooooooo‘o'oo:cooo;ogs‘o

mmmioa_tiom,.............,,..,95.6%

a. During tho quartor thero wore 31 tochnical assistanco visits conductod
by units of the Battalion

b, The Battalion®s AIM Teon visitod ¢ total of 14 units during the roported

por.‘lod.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Qun'te:.ly Period Bnding 30 April 1970
TAB N: Logistios Operations (Cont)

6, The disposition of clements of the Battalion as of 25 April 1970 was
os followsy

Headquartors and COmpany Ase..Bicn Hoa
Main Support Detachment,.,.,...FPhuoc Vinh
B DotachmomticeseosvenceniveesoQuon Lol
C Detachment;..eeeiseasennsess s PSB Buttons
DDewmnt.OO..'.'...'ODCOOOOTGV Nirm

d, The consolidated Battalion production for the period shows the following
completed jobss

HQ&Coh MSD B c D TOTAL

Bien Hoa Phoc Vinh :
Latomotive 135 266 126 19 1% 81l
Engineer 29 349 156 169 183 896
Elcctronics 228 2749 1392 901 1029 6399
Armament (Artillery) 0 9 a4 19 » 108
Small Arme) 261 621 772 450 520 2624
Instruments) 23 262 57 7 361
Qther 112 1043 29 121 145 1550
TOTALS 908 5299 2628 1856 2058 12749

NOTE: "Othoxr" cotegories of comploted work order requests shown chove
include machine shep work, cmvor remir, 3loss dutting, office machine repalr,
wlding and fuel ard electrical component repair,

e, Summnry of svpply dato for the quartor roveals the following:

(1) Total ASL roquosts received 31,976
2) .Total fringe requests received 5,541
3) Domand Accommodations 85.2%
4) Domond Sntisfaction 86, &%
5) Average ASL linos stocked 6} 306
6) Avorage zero balance linos 3,495
7) Aversge fringe lines on hand 0
8) Units supported by ASL ‘110
9) Lines invontoried during tho poriod 3,622

f. Receipt of ropair mrts at the supply buse at Bien loa for the quartor
wos a8 follows:

Rod Ball 100051t 8, 0000 s0s0:53,200 lbe
“mcl Poet.........‘......m.lm 1u
Normal SW"G‘.........-.324;279 lbve

3. Tho 15th 3upply and Se:vice Dnttalion contirmed to provide combat:sorvico
support to the lst Cavalry Divieion (/M) during this roporting m riod, The

battalion oporated fror a base cxroa in‘Bion Moo and forward locctions in Toy
¥inh, FPhumoc Vinh, Quan Loi and Song Bo.u gi?a.jor o rational achicvomonts woros
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quartorly Period Ending 30 April 1970
TAB N: Loglstics Oporations (Cont)

a, The lst Forward Supply Platoon at Tay Ninh movdd to the axen formerly
oceupicd by the Philinpi+-e Civic Action Group Vietnom, As & rosult of coare-
ful plamning and coordination with the lst FSSE and Hendquerters, lst Brigade
all supplics were moved and how shiprents veceived without any deterioration
in service to customor units,

b, Supply company plamned and installed helicopter refuel points at Duc
Phong and Thien Ngon, Currently, those’points cre monmed by personnel fron
tho lst and 2nd Porwaxd Supply Platoons, located at Tay Ninh and Song Be,
regpectively,

¢, During the first quirter, Supply Company begon work on a new helicopter
refuel point at Fhuwoc Vinh, Upon completion of +the fourteen point facility,
the JP4 copoacity ot Phvoe Vinh will be incrcosed by sixty thousond gallons,

d, Porklifts and opcrators hove boon provided by Supply Company to sunpsrt
tho re-opening of Ire Support Bases Carolyn, Joke and Smuffy, In addition,
forklifts are operated at Thien Ngon and Dye Phong in swpport of operations
ot these locations,

€. Supply Company assumed operational control from the 1st Irfanviy Division
of the Class I Yard ot Lai Khe which supports approxinmately threc thousard troops.

£, The battnlion successfully completed the Division inmuel Goenercl Inspoc=
tion and 2 Cormmand Maintnonce Management Tnspection adninistercd by the
Division CMMI Tern,

g, The class activity report for the period of 1 Februnxy 1970 to 30 Joril
1970 is as follows:

(1) Class T Issues

Rations THB =11 R 1 -
o) Bien Hoo 2972,0 Tons
b) TFhuoe Vinh 2527,75 Tons
¢c) tun Loi 4403, 4 Tong
d) Tay Ninh 1600, 5 Tons
@) Lod Khe 373,1 Tlong

(2) Class IT & IV Issues

Total 4380, Tons

(3) Class TII Issuos

(a; Pl 43658, Tonu

(b) :LvaAs 30¢,2 Tone

(cg M0C..S 5125,1 Ters

(d) Dr-2 12064,2 Tons
N=8.
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SUBJECT: Opcrational Report for Guorterly Perind Ending 30 April 1970
T/B N: Logistics Operntions (Cont)

(4) Nuober of Petroleun inalysea Conductod

a) Samples Received 41
b) Suitzble for Use 39
¢) Not Suitable for Use 2

4. During the reported jriod, the 15th Transporiaition Battalion continued to
provide backup dircct’ supvort maintenmnce for oll division aireraft and supply
of all aircraft parts, ovionics and armament,

as Mnintonance Operations:

(1) Production Controls

ag Airernft work orders 16CGivedsess.l1154
b Aircraft released..........oo......471

(2) Productive monhourss 81405

(3) 1st Cavalry Tivision Availability:

HIGH 10W  AVER.GE
February 869 8%% 85%
Moxch 85% 82% 849k
April 884 1% 8455
(4) Recovories e O
(5) EIRs Submitted S |

(6) Technical Assistance we--16
Visite to Unite

b, Unit locations:

2) CoA = Phu Loi
3) CoB = Phu Lei

6. Toch Supply

§1§ HHC - Phu Loi

Zero BalﬂnCO..ooo-ouco..oo.o-ooocoooooooooo--.7779
Pexcent Zero Bﬁlancnoa-.n-ooon000000000;00-029092%
% Total ROQUOStU Rocoivcaooo'00000000000-01000045038

13 Linea o ASLOOI!O.lo.000O.l..ll‘..0.‘0000000025994
2

3
4
) pan‘nd Sﬂtisfaction.....o......-.....a......55:65¢
m“m ‘ccomdation....‘...............'.‘..‘,?.2%
ASL Roquosts Recoived...essvssessssssscveecserdT95
4{SL Roquosts F111°d0000l00.0000000000000.00. 19364
Tonnage of I'arts Issuod to Supported Units,,...561
N-89
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quartorly Perioed Ending 30 April 1970
B N: Logistics Operations (Cont)

5. During the reporting jeriod, 1 February through 30 Lpril 1970, the 15th
Medical Dattalion contimued to provide compleéetc division level and linited
unit level medicol support to the First Torm, The 15th Medicol Battalion
wes deployed as followa:

Hg & Spt Co Coarry Gorvad
4 Co Toy Ninh Bose Corp
B Co S8 Buttons
C Co Muan Loi Base Camp

o, The Battalion Hoadquoxters provided administrative and logistical support
to elements’of the 15th’'Medical Battalion, os well as medical evacuction,
psychiatric, veterinary, optoretry and medical supply sorvices for all units
of the First Tenm,

b, Headqurrters and Support Comany provided medicol support to the division
bese carp ot Phmoe Vinh, Division Rear at Dicni'lica and back up support to the
lotter companios of the 15th Medical Battalion, The Air Asbulance Platoon
provided asromcdicel cvacuntion for the Firest Covoiry Division as well as none
Cavoelry units working within the Divisions arca of Operations,

{1) During this reporting period thc Air.Asbulonce Plotosn has flown
2,315 nissions, totaling 3,946 hours flying time and evocuated 5,720 paticnts,
Nine ships have been damaged by hostile fire, tio of which were totel combat
loss,

(2) Héodquarters and Support Company openod o new dental clinic on
23 Morch 1970, The now facility is air conditioncd ond hos four dental
operators, a prosthetic area, and an X=Roy rocne

¢, Company i continues to provide medicnl suppert to the lst Drigede,
lst Air Cavalry Division,

de Company 3 provided medicel support to thic 2nd Brignde ond 2ll OI'CON
units, Comany B hae nale continous improvenentd in the unit area and treoat-
nont focilities throughout this roporting ;e riod,

o, Compnny C provided medicnl suppert to the 3rd Brignde and all OPCON
units, with the exccption of the 11lth .CR which hes it's ovm nodical support,
Leromodical evacuation support was provided +to 1lth JCR by the dir Arbulance
Flatoon,

f. The strong personal relationships established with the medical battalion
and the ARVN Airborne Division have proved to be invaluable in the accomplishe
ment of our medical mission. The coe-location of the medical company support-
ing the 2nd ARVN Airborne Brigade and Company B, 15th Medical Battalion has
proven highly successful. The rapport established between the two battalions
is excellent,

g The MEDCAY end DENTC.P progsran has beon an arca of emphasis throughe
out the quarter, The o-rpanies of th% %%th Hodleal Dattwldion have participated
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970
TAB N: Logistics Operations (Cont)

in 163 MEDCAPS with a total of 7,463 patients and 18 DENTCAPS with a total

of 180 patients.

6. During the period 1 February 1970 to 30 April 1970 the First Team Band
performed throughout the A0 raising the morale and spirits of many First

Team Troopers.

Engagaments Played:

a.
bl
Ce
d.
e.
f.

g.

Music for the troops (troops returning to FSB)
Music for the General (General's Mess - Phuoc Vinh)
Unit Citation Ceremony ==--«-2

Awards Ceremony-=-««=- ~emm=aa=16

Change of Command Ceremony---24

Honor Guard for LT General Ewell

Reveille & Retreat Ceremony at Bien Hoa - Daily

N-§1
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970
TAB P: Civil Affairs

R »..&M\Mw

1. (C) Population and Resources Control
a. Refugees

(1) Water was transported daily to the refugees at the Montagnard
Mission in Song Be.

(2) Food was provided to refugee centers throughout the AQ. This
included parts of a 125 ton rice cache uncovered the lst of March 1970.

b. Security Control: During the reporting period the Divigsion provided
supplies for the upgrading of PSDF defenses throughout the AQ.

2. (U) cCivic Action

a. Through the Division Community Distribution Program 1,544,200 VN$ of
supplies were contributed by the division to villages and hamlets throughout
the AO.

b. Financial support amounting to 121,800 VN$ was provided in the repair
or construction of 21 schools, 15 hospital/dispensaries, 12 orphanages/day
care centers and numerous other self-help projects.

c¢. The Division conducted 756 MEDCAPS treating 29,916 patients during the
reporting period.

d. A PSDF conference and Buy Scout Conference was conducted during the
reporting period with the division providing tents for shelter as well as
transportation for the Boy Scouts to theif conference.

e. The Division extracted a total of 227 tons of rice during the reporting
period. The majority of this was distributed to Province Officials as they
saw fit,

f. 350 School Kits, 10 Health Education Kits, 200 lbs soap were distriputed
to various hamlets, in addition to 1700 board feet of lumber, 5740 lbs excess
food, and 107 gals of paint and peneprime type commodities.

g+ A total of 22,106 man-days (1 man-day equals 10 hrs) were devoted to
civic action during the reporting period.

P- 92
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SUWBJECTt Operational Report for Quarterly Pexriod Ending 30 April 1970
TAB Q¢ Psychologioal Operations

1, (C) General

ae As the quarter commenced, The First Team was actively engaged in
intensified campaigns directed against the 95C and 2724 Regiments of the
9th VC Division, the 174th Regiment of the 5th VC Division, the 165th and
209th Regiments of the Tth NVA Division, Montagnards and Vietnamese living
under VC ocontrol in Phuoc Long Province and VO guerrillas in AO Chief,
General campaigns directed ageinst major enemy and local force units cone
timed,

be Initiated during the first few weeks of the quarter, an intensi=
fied campaign was directed towards the Montagnards of Phous Long Province,
The objective was to induce them to rally to0 GVN controlled areas, thus
ourtailing the support forces of the VC/NVA, The prime target areas cente
ered around Bu Gia Map and Duo Phong, Special tapes made in the Montagnard
dialects indigenous to the ares (Stieng and M'moung) were broadcasted _
and pictorial leaflets were dropped since the Montagnards have no written
language. 837,000 leaflets were dropped and 8 hours, 28 minutes of broad=
cast time were used in support of the campaign, To date 177 Montagnards

(58 Hoi Chanh, 119 refugees fxem VC control) have rallied to Allied or
ARVN bosos,

6s Renewed PSYOP in the Phu Van'~ Nhon Ly area resulted in a Hoi Chanh
during the first week of the quarter, Interrogation amd exploitation of the
Hoi Chanh resulted in information pin-pointing the villages of Nhon Ly and
Phu Van which were relocated in the jungle,ty the VC, Special tapes and
leaflets targeting speeifically the villagers and rally maps of the'area
were used to induce them to rally, 1,537,000 leaflete and 11 hours, 57
mimtes of broadcast time were used in support of the effort, The eftire
village of Nhon Ly and all the residents of Phu Van hsmlet 3 rallied, 38
were classified Hoi Chanh and 34 were classified refugees from VC control,

de On 15 March, an extensive PSYOP campaign was initiated against the
D168 Local Foroe Battalion ~nd its V4 hospital unit, Psyohological vulner=
abilitics were extracted from doouments found by the 1st Aattalion, 7th Cave
alrye A total of 1,900,000 specifically designed leaflets and 1 hour, 15
minutes of srecial tape broadcast were used in the campaign. Although the
campaign produced no ralliers, it established the dasic tenets o be used
in campaigns directed specifically against current, known vulnersbilities
of enemy units,

e II Field Force, Vietnam campaign "Family Troe" was supported by
the First Team. 380,000 leaflets wexe dropped in support of the objective
%o couse distrust and dissension emong tho hoadquarters elements of the
eneny units,

2, (9) Support

8 The 6th PSYQP Battalion, located at Bien Hoa, continued to provide
Q-93
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SUBJECT: Operationul Neport for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1970

gensral support to the First Team operatinons by printing a total of 11,800,000
special request lenflets,

b. Duting’ the reporting period the 9th Special Operations Squadron
dropped 25,923,000 preplan and 9,048,000 quick rection leaflets and broade
coat 44 hours of preplan tapes and 48 hours quick reaction tapes in support
of the First Team PSYOD procram,

¢, 1ACD Brigades and Division Artillery HB teams operoting from UHIH,
OH6L hélicopters end U6 "Deaver" aircraft broadcast 612 héurs and dropped
535931,000 leaflets, L.CD operations included pre-planned, and daily planned
tarpet areas, special campoirms os well as quick reaction DSYOP exploitation
of contocts, DBrignde and Sattalion cormand cnd control aireraft were used
to drop leaflets end to nusment reguler PSYCY missions, Nightsquawk (night
loudspecker broadcasts) missions continued to provide PSYOP loudspeaker
exploitation durings the hours of darkness, 4ill 3rigades of the First Team
supported the ARVN /BN,

4, The guarter closed with DIVARTY, in ccordination with District and
Province chiefs, actively engored in a PSYOP corpaign directed asainst VO

fuerrillas in'40 Chief, The campaign will culmincte with o "rally day" on
%0 .pril 1970,

Q-94
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Inding 30 April 1970
TAD Rs Chemical Activities

1, Operations: During the reporting period 1 Feb 70 - 30 Apr 70,
Division Chemical, the 184th Chemical Platoon (DS) and the 26th Chemical
Detochment provided chemioal suppoit for the lst Gevelry Division (AM)
and the lst ARVN Airbornme Division, Chemical activity generally stayed
at the same level as the last reporting period.

ae A new addition to the Division Chemicsl "Field Expedient”
Arsenal 1s the persistent CS "™ini - BURD" (Bunker Utilization Restriction
Bomb)s The Mini = DURD is constructed from free drop vater containers
(FSN 1670-832~5917) and has already been sent to the field for testing,
BEvaluations already received indicated that the princinle advantages axre
its lighter weight and ease of corcying and packing due to its variable
shape, The 26th Chemical Detachment now has the facilities to supply
field commonders with cither the "BURB" or the new "Mini - BURD",

be The Division Chemical Section and the 26th Chemical Detachment
have constructed a Dircct Support M7 Protcctive Mask hepair Facility,
This facility is able to direct exchange unservicenble masks and’
eliminate the time delay in the unit securing a serviceable mask, This
facility is oapable of inspecting and repairing the M7 serics protecte
ive mask, th e XM28 series protcctive mesk, the M24 series protective mask,
the ML4A2 protective mask, the MI1 decontaminating apparatus, ad the
M5 Dreathing Apparatus,

8 Division Chemical Personnel have fabricated a now helicopter
defoliation spray system that facilitatcs fast ocoverage of hostile
texrain, The old system was a gravity flow rig which réquired a minimum
of twenty minutes to discharge 110 gallons of herbicide, The new spray
system is constructed from a 190 gallon fiberglass tank utilizing a bilge
pump from & MI13 APC to pump the herbicide out of the spray tank into the
spray booms The new tank is emptied in approximately five minutes thus °
redusing the time on station and reducing the risk of ground to air fire,

The pump is elcetPically operated and the spray con be controlled by an
on and off switch,

2, Qperationa.l Totals: Totals for the reporting period includes
;ost but not all of the wide vnriety of Chemioal support given the First
eam,

+

CS_Drum Drops
87 missions for 2,595 drums (207,600 1bs)

Sggfeg liigsions

1,051

Fougzasse todlod
330 55 gnllon drums
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SUBJECT: Operationnl Report for Querterly Period Ending 30 April 1970
T4B R: Chemical Activities (Cont)

B S Carnister Clusters Dropped
102 CS Cannisters dropped (includes only those dropped

by chenical personnel

Cp Py,

Bunker Use Restriction Bomb (BURT)
2,625 DURDS and 505 Mini-DURDs manufactured

dropped from CH 47
729 55 gallon drums

Husch Flares
133 .installed

Defoliation Operations
103 Missions using 2,155 gallons of agent orange

M7 Mask Renovation
1,007

R-96
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SUBJECT: Operationsl Report for Quarterly Period nding 30 Amril 1970
TAB St Lttaok of FSB Jay

1, General, At 0415 howrs 29 March 1970, FSB yxy (XT039750) was attacked
by elements of the 271 NVA Reginent, supported by a heavy indireot fire
attaok, After a fierce fight, during which some 10-12 enemy penetrated the
position, direct fire artillery repulsed the assaults Enemy losses were
74 XIA, 3 POW and miscellaneous weapons and equipnent oaptured, US losses
were 13 XIA, 53 WIA and 2x105 howitzers dsmaged,

2, DBookground,

fe FSB Jay had been ocoupied by the' Gth Dottalion, 3d ARVN Airboime
Brignde from 7=14 March 1970, Scattered, shorp contects ocourred throughe
out this period, and an NVA PW, oaptured 10 kilometers southwest of Jay,
stated that his unit's mission was to attack eny eneny in the aréa, FSB
Joy wos vecant until 18 March, when th- 2@ Battalion 7th Cavalry, B/2-19th
Arty and B/2~12th Arty occupied the position.

be o following artillery unitc were invelved in the action at

Jayt
Orgenic, Losation
HHsS, 2-19th Arty Tay Ninh Base' (XT177520)
B/2#19th Arty FSB Jay (XT039750
Opcon Location
BAA=77th Arty ¥SB T1lingsworth (XT033788)
General Support Locotion
4/1-30th Aty (=) (3x255)  PSB Dllingsworth
B/2-12th Lrty FSB Jay
Af2<32nd Arty (=) (2x8") FSB I1lingsworth
D/2-32nd Arty 2:1%5) FSB St, Barbare (XT276678)
Bf2-32nd: Axty (-) (2x8") Comp Hazoxd (XT078840)
How Dtry, 1=11 ACR Canp Hamard
4/2=20 Lrty (4RA) Tay Ninh Base Carp

04 Only three rifle companies (4, B, cnd C) of 2=7 Cav were moved to
Jay fron FSD Joe, Company D was Opoon to' the 1l1th ACR in eastern Wnr Zone
C. Company C beoone Opoon to2-8 Cav, 8-10 kiloneters northwest of Jay. '
Company B and redonnaissance elenents of Compapy E were looated 6 kilomoters
southwest of Jay, The FSD vas seclixed by Company 4, Hendquarters ocnd Hecde
quarters Compony and Coupany B (=),

Artillery on tho FSB consisted of B/2«19th Arty (6x105) and B/2-12th
Arty (6x155). uﬁé 105's were located on the southorn sides, and the 155's
wvere on the north,
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SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report for Quarterly Foriod Ending 30 April 1970
T43 8:  Attack of FSB Jay (Cont)

6s During the initial-occupation on 18 March, light, sporadic snall
axns fire was received fron the western treeline, Artillery, ARA and small
ams silenced the fire, Several small contocts with groupe of le3 NVA ocours
red prior to the attack and Company B killed 2 of a group of 13 NVA some
6 kiloneters southwest of Jay, Patrols found several trails, fighting pos=
itions and bunker complexes showing negative to noderate recert use, One
new bunker ocomplex was found by Company A (XT010727)e On 20 March an auto-
matio ambush detonated just outside the base, and on 22 and 23 March .the
PPS~5 radar picked up two to three individuvals in +ie tree line, Artillery
was placed on the ambush and sightings with negative results, There were
no radexr pickups or other warning on the night of the attack.

2e At 290415 o trip flare ignited in tie treeline to the south of the
FSB. This wes irmediately followed by int=ise fire from 107, 122 and 240mm
rockets, 82 and 120mm mortars, RPG's and 75m rccoiless wifles, This
attack lasted some 15 minutes, The initial rounds knocked out the antemnas
on the infantry TOC, 105 battery FIC and eritically wounded the FSBE Commander
(00, 2-7 Cav), A platoon-sized enemy force, having blown a gap through the
single row of barbed wire, moved in over the south and southwest portion of
the bem, firing RPG's directly into the FSB., Meeting little resistcince
on the bern, they headed for the 105 howitzers, Both the 105 and 155 bate
teries had begun firing direct fire into the treeline wien the attack
began 'and now the NVA were met by M=16 fire from the B/2-19 Arty gun posi=
tions, " A small reaction force, led by the battery comnnder, quickly elime
Inated 5 NVA nenr the #4 gun, captured 1 (WI\) and drove the remaincer
out of the position, The enemy establishecd a brse of fire near the trash
dump, and this area, as well as a (51 cal position ncrxby, were taken under
shortrange diruct fire by #1, 2 and 6 guns, L fire which broke out in the’
infantry crmtnition durmp was quickly contwelled by B/2-19th Arty personnél,
However, delric ivom tlc explecions put #3 gun temporsrily out of action,
A1 othexr hovitzers continued to {ire diresily ~t onemy positions at maxe
imm rete. then guns 4 and #5 were Canrgod by G fire, the surviving
orew roubcrs and mrunition were quickly placed in the remaining four sece
tionss Ied Ly t's 5/2-19%h 3attery Co mnilur mnd First Sergoant, the
defonders regained the berm and built wp o volure of sl arvs fire,

be Initial notificaiion to 2=10t: An FIC czmo frun: PSD Illingsworth
vhore tlie 2=8th Cov artiliery LNO observed =né reporiic. the firing, The
Dn FIX immelintely notiveted the prei.rance? fire plen, woing all axtilloxy
units in the crens The 2-19th Arty Q44 rodar at Thiea 'gon waz oricnted
on FST Jay and located onc enecy uortsr which was irmediately cttooked by
indircot artillery fire, Corzmnicnt:cns with Joy wore finnlly obtained by
the 2-7th Cov Artillory LNO,  using a spare MiC-25 rodio, through the Nui Da
Den reolay, At his dircotion, fire wra shifted frin tio vastorn tnrget groups
and oonoontr~ted to the south, west and southcast.

S-98

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operationsl Report for Guorterly Period Ending 30 April 1970
T/B St Attack of FSB Jay (Cont)

Oe The 105 artillery FIC hnd received o dircct hit, seriously wounding
the FDO, but the surviving porsonnel continued to perfornm their mission,
Defensive fires were quickly reinforced by LRA sections, tactical zir, a
Spooky gunship and flereships, The lst Brigede TOC had lost all comriuni-
cations with Jay, and the request for tacticel air and Spooky support were
injtiated by the 2-19th Arty FIC to the TOC., As the attack slackened about
0600, medevac and resupply siips began to fly in on a pre~plonned corridor,
Intense 451 cal AL fire along the corridor forced a change in routes and
tho LA sites were heavily engrged with 155, 8" and ARA fire,

de A&s the enemy withdrew, fires were shifted in pursuit to the west
and continued ot o high rate, An enemy bunker complex to the southenst
was pounded by medilm and heovy artillery on a phased plon to support a
CS drop in the area,

8« Totnl expenditures during the ~ction were:

105mm 2279

155mm 956

a" 258

175ma 80

ARA 7 Sections
Tao Lir 3 Lirstrikes

fo US losses were:

15 KIA ?3/2-19& Arty, 4; 2-7th Cov, ‘73 B/2-12th Arty, 4)
52 WIA (B/2~19th Arty, 23; 2-Tth Cwv, 223 B/2-12th Arty, 8)
2x105 howitzors -donnved.

& 'l‘hirty—fivn of the 74 NVA KIA werc orcdited to exrtillery fire,
4. Follw Up.

o Dursuit artillery fire continued through thc day on cnony withdrawal
routos. FSD Joy displnced later that day (29 March) to FSD Hermns (XT031718)
and oontinued its support mission without interruption,

bs The prompt response of all fire support olements, both at and in
support of FGD Joy, was axtrenely effective in repulsing thc eneny altnok,
The devastating offectivoness of dircot artillery fire in the initinl
nements of the astion on the enemy assault ~nd support elenonta in the
troelines oon bLe orodited with the failure of thd enay to ncunt a najor
growid masault and the very survival of the bane,
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SUBJECT: Operstionsl Report for Quarterly Foriod Mnding 30 April 1970
TAB T: First Team Ares of Operations
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