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1. Pursuant to authority established in AR 672-5-1. ~aragraph " 
201, and lAW USARV Reg 672.3. recommend that the Presldential 
Unit Citation be awarded to the 2Z9th Assault Helicopter 
Battalion with attached elements for extraordinary heroism t 
in action against an armed enemy during the period 5 April 1972 
through 7 July 1972 in the vicinity of the Provincial Capital l 
of An Loc, Binh Long Province, Republic of Vietnam. J 

2. During this period. the 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion 
provided an all out effort of both personnel and units, making 
a significant ~ontribution to the ultimate defeat of the massive 
enemy effort in Military Region III. Faced with a multitude of 
sophisticated anti-aircraft weapons, the battalion operated in 
a mid-intensity war environment that had not heretofore been 
experienced. The heroism and profess~onal competence displayed 
by the battalion places them in the category which deserves the 
highest recognition.. ' 

3. It is significant that after seven years of service in the 
Republic of Vietnam, the battalion's final and perhaps .ost 
significant combat support role, was one of assi$tl~g the GVN 
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AVDACO 3 August 1972 
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Presidential 

Unit Citation 

forces to defeat the enemy's greatest offensive to date 
without the support of U.S. ground forces. The performance 
of this battalion during the period 5 April 1972 through 
7 July 1972 could not have been surpassed by any other unit 
in the Vietnam conflict. 
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Inclosure 1 

SIMWtI OF RECOMMENDATION PCB J.WA1f,D OF HUiSmmrUL ut.n CITATION, 
, . . 

229'1'H ASSAUl.'l' HSLICOPmR BA'l'TAl.ION" TASK FORCE "GARRY 0l~'EN", FlRS't CAVAIRY 
DIVISION, 'U.s~ ARKr ' 

Y.ISSION: Conauct aerul .upport of GVN aefenaers of An !Dc-Lac Ninh, to 
1.nclwie amed hellcopter gun.hip .upport, re1'llge. eVacuation, ,;tedical
evacuation ins.rt1on-.xtraction of troop units ana lo~ist1cs resupp~v. 

CONCEPT OF OPERATION: 

229t.h AHB provides aer1&l IIUpport to eVN aefenders vicinity An J..oc' Lo'c 
N1.nh, Qual! loi, staging initull¥ out of Son" Be, aisplacinr, as necessary to 
~i Khe and aien Hoa. 

EXECUTION: 
, . 

Cfl 5 April 1972 elements of the 229th AIiB responded _edut.ely with armed 
helicopter support for OVN forces in contact, began evacuation of ARVN 
solaiers, U.S, advisors and VN civilians frDlll locations critically threa
tened by the en~ drive and cCMmenced logistical resupply operations. 
Despite the h~aviest curtain of anti-aircraft fire yet encountered by A:my 
airmobile elements, the 229th flying eaval'ryiDe,} afintained lop,eir' ,support 
continuously throughout the 93 day period of the aelge., ' . 

, ., #' 

AI t.1I!..I was lIot a .epaNt.e oCllllbat. operation by U.'S. forceabut support of 
an all-Vietnameee ground errort, the true st.ory ,of the valiant efforts of 
the 229th AHB are be5t seen, not in boc1y-coupt :1.I!,llies but in 1Il0re mundane, 
but nonetheless staggering statistics. Elements or~the 229th ~ flew over 
thirteen thousand sorties, transported over sixt.een t..~ou.anli ,pepororoel, 
fired over five million rounds of ordnance, and hauled over 200 tons of 
logistical supplies in supporting t.he gallant bVK defenders. This resulted 
iT, the virt.ual destruction of four. NVA Divisions ana 3 t."VA Regiments. 

.. • t . • 

In an atltosphere appraximating that. of cCliventioriil warfare that saw the 
introduct.ion, for the first time into Y.R III, of Soviet l:Ianufact\lred armor, 
23 and 3?u, AJ.A and the SA-7 "Strella" missile, the 229th AHB never faltered, 
result.ing in over one thousand seven hundred awards for acts'of individual 
and collective heroi~, ' • ' 

That the back of the seige had been ,ofricially broken and the enemy denied 
the propaganda coup inherent in hilt' quen to capture the provincul capital 
Was Signalled by the 1.nsertion of the OVN Chief of State, President Nguyen 
Van Thiel.l, int.o An Loc with 229th AHB a;sistal!ce' on 7 July 1972. 

The facts cCfltained in the citation and 'his slmll1lary ,are a matter of record • 
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2m AHB SUPFatT OF C'lH ,atCIS IN 'lHE BIHH lONG COUI\'TEROFFE.'lSIVE 

SIot.'IP'ICtJiT ACTIONS 

In early April 1972, Hi! torce.·cantinued the long-expected N~en Hue 
• 

ottenlive, besun earlier in KR I " KR II, with a ma .. ive tbru.t into MR III_ 

The weisht at the en., drive, characterized by _1ntenee grQUld "assaultl, 

heavy indirect tire and annor in .trength, fell ti-r.t upon 1.oc Ninh (See Incl 3)_ 

At 0530 hOUri, 5 Aprll 1972, 1.oc Hinh WAS brought under heavy attack by' 

three regimentl (275, 174 and E6) of the 5th VC/HVA Division. Theile Attacks 

were supported by 5th VC!twA DlVARTY, and 69th 4J(TY Car.mand cons is t1nr. of 

60/82 IIIID 1I0rtar, 107/l22 IIIID and 240 IIIID rockets. ." . A series ot ground attacks 

Plt the enemy infantry and tanks in and near the per1lneter wire ot lac Ninh . 
compound. latVr in the morning the beleaguered def~nde~s. 'came under fire 

'.'. . 
fran 105/155 = howitzers captured by the enemY, i:c his overwhelming attacks 

, " 

against several lIII1all t1rebases north of la~ Kinh. " , " 

At 0815 hours, 5 April 1972, F/9 Cav WaS d;verted' fran 3/~ Cav AO -patrol 
• ., I • • • • 

, . . 
in the Bien Hoa area to lai Khe and D Trp, 22~th AliB wis dive'ried thin Tay , 

••• I '\I' 

Ninh to Quan 1.oi to provide lupport to ARVI\ elr.nents in contact. All a~r 

assets of 229th AHB were placed on 15 minute ale~t.for possible evacuation 
. . ... 

zr.issions throughout all of Y.R III. Fire tea:r.s fran F/79 AFA (Blue .:ax) 

were dispatched from long Thanh to provide. support in the vicinity of Lec 

I\inh. As the Cav Troops and Blue Max arrived on .tat-fon, it became apparent 

that Quan Lei had been overrun and An l.oc: WaS .urrounded. The Cobras employed 

flechette (nail) Warhead rockets effectively against the vast numbers of 
, " 

enemy troops in the open areas of the overr-.m allied positions. 
, , 

Eilemy W tire took ita toll, however, with 1 AHlG "COBRA" and crew lost, • 

, 
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and 2 AH10ll clamaaed. The enCl1 anti-aircrart rire, consuting of 37 IIII!I, 23 .. , 

51 Cal and IIIII&ll a1'lll' v~ or the highest 1IItensiq encQ.lntered in the long 

hist017 'or J.rrq air, operations 111 South Vietnam. Hea,nvhUe, CH47 Chinooks 
, 

or tohe 362nd. (Asaault Support. Helic~pter) av1atiCXI CQIIp&J\Y and UHl" slicks or 
" , 

A/229 and B/229 vere b\lBUy engaged 111 \.he evacuatiCXI 'or AllVN .soldiers, US 

advisors and civ1l1ana rrQII Quan l.oi, as well as the delivery 'or ll5rein

forcement. and l6 tons of logistics to tohe defenders of An Loc. . 
Daylight 6 April round tohe defenders of loc Ninh still ~nginl! on but 

the situation had continued to deteriorate. In ordcr to proviue more ~imc , 

on target, tne decision was made at l10C for dements of 229th AHE to stage 
. . ," . 

'out of SCXlg Be for tone aerial IUpport of loc Ninn. S-4/229 began the ship-

ment, by C130, of fl:)l. and Class V supplies tor, ream and retuel of the 
, .. . 

229tn AHB's otganie aircraft. A jlllllP operations center w~s established at '.. . · . , 

bong Be by 5-3, 229th AHB to operate the airrine! and eoordtJ1ate missions 
• , . 

for tne aircraft. The re-am, re-fuel point and, airfield were fu,lly oPera-

tional by 1.435 nours. Gunship operations e.on~¥:lIed thr~gl)ou,t the loe 
. ," ..... '" .. 

Ninn!Quan 101/An lee area with no abatement in groun~: t~ ai.r .• f~re. 

By 7 April it was apparent that loc Ninh 'would soon fOl:nder under' tne 

sneer weight of enemy numbers. By midmorning, IN A infantry and' tanks had 
• e' 

overrun tne middle ccnpounc. and NVA were re::noving captured AlWN artillery 

for their cwr. future use. A life and death drau~ began unfolding in earnest at 
, , 

the new-split compound manned by Americar: advisors and their Vietnalllese 

counterparts, KG Hollingsworth, 'IRAC CG, made the decision to evacuate the 

U.S. advisors at loc Ninh (Inel 10-1., LIFE)o'agazine Article, 21 Apr 72). 

His pian Was to hit the enemy infested area as hard as possible with USAF 

TAC-Air to knock out the All lites, use CS gas to temporarily It un the • 

• 
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enfll\Y, nnd in a "hea..,. p1nk team" tran F/9tb to check out the area tor enemy 
re~iltance, and then run a cCIDbat .... ult at H175t.h Banaera cnto the .trip at . 
1.oc 1l1nh to pick up the U.S. advilora. Arter the'Tac Air prepara:ion was 
cCIDplet.ecl,· the "hea",. p1nk team" went~. Tne .cout ~pPl'O}lched the strip 

w 

tran the .Q.lthea.t at tree top level, with the low ,"cobra" aboye h1m 1,000 
teet and the high "cobra" up another 1,000 teet. Approxinlately'five kilo
meter. out from the strip over the rubb~r plantation surrounding ,the areA, 

the team took intensive .Slcal Ure which continued the entire way int.o the 

obJective. UpCll reachine the strip, the scout. report.ed inten::ive I'::,ound t.o 
air tire and numerous. hits in his aircraft. Tne. Tac air strikes and. t'he CS 
hlld been ine!tective against the massive blanket. of AAA.. Gathering dusk 

. ' and worsening weather forced curtailment of turther re*cue effo~ts that day • • 
Tne advisors' last radio transmission prior to.betng overrun . , .. .. stated that 

, . 

they would try to evade to the south. • 
With the fall of Loc N~~, it bec~e apparent that the next .enemy tar-

" 
• : ~ I • • • • . get wOo.lld be the prov;i.ncial capital of An Loo.'" Tne·cll.pture·ef·a '}lI'Ovincial I • • 

, ,... , .,. C&pital woulcl be a proPaganda coup tor the onemy and woulcl yielcl the NVA . ' , 
the opport.unity to .~_~~p ~; : •. revolutionar;' goverm.ent in ,the heart:l;and of 

~''''''.'":'' 
~:? III. The decisiOll,'ltaS made by 00 to hold .in 'i:.oc at all costs. . (See 
Inclosure 3). 

. .. . _.: ..... , 
Tne batt.le of 'jh"1:Qc' 'can be characte.:-ized by five distinct periods. 

Tne first. and third periods, 8-15 Apr 72 and 19-22 Apr 72 were characterized 
by heavy, intense attacks by fire and concent.rat.ed sustained, coordinated 

~ ~. infant.ry and annor attacks. The second and fourt.h periods, from 15 Apr -
18 ilpr 72, and 23.Apr - 11 May 72 were ~riods of rest.ing, refitt.ing, re
grouping, receiving replacements, and salvaging P,ersonnel and equipment. 

• 
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battles. In addition to the amor support., the 69 Art1llery Ca::n.lUld and its 

three reg1mentl (42, 208 and 271) supported the ottenaive. The 200 Rocket 

aegt wal' in general IUpport or the 9 VC Div1l1on, and its three lubordina te 

bat'tal1ona :were located approx1matel:r 7-10 kill trCl:l An .Loc. The 42'Rocket . 
ArtUlery Begt was 1.110 in general support., with itl three'.ub~inate bat

talions 1.110 located around An Loc. 'The third reglment, which 'had been re

cent~ organized and equipped, Was the 271 Anti-AircrAft ReF,t. The realment 
. 

and its subordinate battalions rinr,ed Ali loc with almost cons.tant, intense 

and accurate anti-aircraft fire. For the first tlme, t1t III experienc~d 23 IMl 
• 

anti-aircraft fire. SA-7 (S1REl.LA) missiles were also emplo.ved in the An loc .-
area in a general support. role. Additional~ during Pl!ase I, the 429 Sapper 

Op (-) p,rticipated, employing at least t.t:ree Sapper battalions (9, 13, and 
, . . ., . 

14) in a support role. The sapper units, Which were ca:r.~etel.v t8l:l1liar with 
I,' • , . , 

the :linh Lclng-Binh Duong area and the translIhiJt;leftt points, w.ere used pri-

mari~ as c~o-liaiaonpersonnel, guiding th~ main force Unii thr~u~h the. area. 

Tile 229th AHB was tasked with aerial support in' conjunction' with USAF . . ~, . . . . 
. ," -" ... ', 

and V/;AF TAe AIR and aerial resupp~ drops and B-52 strikes q:ncl lo-D). ,In order to 
••• I .,. 

cut turn-around time for the task, the extensin PO.L/rear:n facility at Song 

Be WaS diSl:lantled by S-4 and moved south to lai ~he for support of the An 
. .' 

.cc defenders of the perimeter. ~ nightfall the Lai Khe staging area was 

car.plete and fully operational with the S-3 ju:np operations cer.ter. 

10 - 12 Apr1l 1972 saw a cCl'ltinuat'io~ of the fi~ice contention for An 

.I.Oe. (bnships of both CAV Troops and' Blue !'.ax were continuously on station 

providing close aerial support for the defenders in the block-by-block, . " 
hO'.lse-to-hous~ contest for control of the, besieged city. AAA fire continued 

, 

in ever increasing volume. While CH-47's of .362nd began the airlift of re- • 

/' 
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!Uged trQII Bu Dop t.o SCIIIC Be, lift ships of A/229 responded to the call for 
help at T~ Hinh.· DurinC the nis\lt' the radio relarsut10n a~ Nui Ba Den 
mOunta1rl obad been overrun, with several V.5. and A!tVN persomel killed or 
wounded. Five A/229 ships lllade a t.otal ot t.hree litts, 1nserting 90 ARVt; 

• 

lift., wit.h t.wo A/229 crewmen wounded. • 

.Possibly t.he s1ngle IIIOSt. heroic act. of tho entire .i.oc Ninh/An .Loc 

opsrat.ion occurred lIIid'1Doming April 8t.h, when a D Troop WH, piloted by Cl'T 
John Whit.ehead, rescuod nine perconnel evading Bout.h tram loc Klnh to A~·.i.oc. . , 
(Incl lo-B). Responding t.o a radioL'CI SOS trcrr. t.he four American advi-

--sors, CPT Whit.ehead landed under Withering enemy tire only to have his air-

craft swamped by desperate 4-llVN soldiers seek~c. to escape tro.T .. the CCl::'J:'.unilt 

toes surroundin€ them. With 9 peoj:le clinging to th~ ·~irc.~att and en~ tire ·f·· . increasing CPT Whitehead did the CIIIly thing ·posSibie. He. skl:p)led,' bounced 

and literall..v forced his overloaded aircraft 1nto the air wit!l nine su~1v:ors 
clinging desperatel:y t.o the tiny helicopter. By.,,:!130 !Iours, .1,2 April, the . ..,. ..' 

, ... r., ..• •• '.' evacuation of 1500 IJWN Troops, 2,000 civilians, six 105 l:Ir. howitzers am , , . ... 
two 155 1:'':: howitzers trcr.. B-J Dop to Song Be WaS. co:pleted by C!l-47 Chinooks 
of the 362nd J.S;;. 

.. 
13 April saw the res cue of the 11 wounded A.'l1erican advisors trar. the 

hotly contested soccer field at An ~oc by e~ener.ts o~ the 229th. As ~he en~~ 

intensified his pressure upon the city wit'h annor and' infantry, the tirst 

tank kill was scored by F!79·J:!J... Tnis was accO!n):anied by the kill of 21 

trucks by the rocket firing Cobras of the 221th A!lB. The tank-shoot con-~ ~. 

tinued throu~ the 15th of April proving ~he deadly capabilities of the attack 

helicopter against armored vehicles. (IA"='- /o··f). While Cobra cunBh:\.pa • 
. '. 

(6) 
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I or D/229 and F/9 Cav cClllt.inued. t.o prov1cl.e auppc'-rt. toClVX forces in An l.oc: 

and to the rel1er colmn at.t.8IIIpt.1ng t.o forge north fl'Cllll Cbon Thanh up enemy 
cont.rolled. Ql. 13 to the _at.Ued. capital. Blue Max flew (IWlIIbip cover 1n , ' 
aupport. ot' t.b8 VNAF ina.rt.lon or t.~ps 1n tbe vicinity 'of Quan ~i and. Cbon 

, 
.. . 

~ 

On 16 "'pril an el\lm\)' round det.onated the AIlVN ammunition d~P at Lai Xhe , , 
rendering the re-am re~ruel point at that locat.ion unuaeable. S-I.l229t.h AHB 
:!mmediat.el,y ahitted reaml·and refucl operations to Bien lloa and Gupport opel'8-

t.iona continued wit.hout PlUDC. Thc followin~ 1II0rninr.,as Goon lUI thft oonf1.'1-

gration had ceased, S-4/229th MIB a~in shifted rearm- refucl operations bnck . 
~ , 

to 41 lChe, accanpl1lh1ng the prodigious feat of two cemplate abifts of fa
cilitiea ovar. a distance of 37 Ian in 24 houra with no pause in support , .. . 

• operations. . ~',.,;_~.:.' ': . ...• 
~._"':-.. I •• '. .. I , •• '. Heavy en1m\)' ar~~er,y bombardment and amlor-supported infantr,y attack 

• r -, " upon the city of An.UIe cont1nued through the periOd 17 April through 17 I' .. y ~~{-.: .. ~ -, ti ;.::.. '. 
with enemy penetraiJOna by amor and infantr,y ~ccurring on 18, 20 and 25 

. 
\ .. .... '" • I ,.' , 

April aM II ancl 14 YoI,}'. In lach in.tanci ARVl\ l'orca • .aupport.a by .... ~ 

aviation re~aed ~e> ... n=1· and restored the Perimeter. The fi~ting 'raged 

fra:t house to house, block by block, precluding the use 'of USAF Tic Air . . .. 
within the city due to the proximity of the frie,r.dly forces. It was in this 
envirOI1I1ent that the attack helicopter gWlship proved its mettle. Through , 
their ability to place Pin-point fire, the Cobras of Blue Y.ax and the t.wo 

Air Cavalr,y Troops were able to destroy tanks in the atreets of the city 
. with friendly forces onl,y a scant few 4llete:-& aWlY. (Incl.lo-c). 

During' this. period the increasingl,. poor weatht!r conditions en~ndered 
by the raiz1.y season often hampered USAF tactical airstrikes. However on 

• 
(7) 

i: 
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onq two dqs. the 2lIt .n4 23rcl or AprU. were 229t.h AlffI support oper.tions 

prtiall,y curtaUed due to weather. 23 AprU w.s not. total loss .s • 

Cobra 01" 1/9 CAY towid • hole 1n the clouds and de~tro,yed an ene:u.,v tuel truck . . 
t.r.r1nJ to mAke :i.ts wq t.o refuel enem,y tanks under cover '01' clouds. The . . , 
24th and 28th 01' AprU s.w the tirst. 01' sever.l large exchange; 01' t.roops . 
by 229th AHB • t. An 1oc. Fresh t.roops were tlown :i.nto the city I;Ild wounded 

and weary troops rotated to the ARVN Headquarters .nd staltin~s a":a at lai 

Ihe. Numeroua medical evacuation missions were handled during this Period. 

Whenever a full in the enemy tire occurred a~ of the 229th aircraft.in the 

area would pop in and I!nateh the wounded. Theae instancel: weN so num.Grou~ 

and routine .5 to preclude a~ attempt to properq docUlllent them. 

On 15 April a new dimension was added to the apt~-~i~craft ~apa~Uities 

• 
01' the enem,y with the appearance of the 51,;-7. "St.re.lla". a"man-poz:-table, heat.-· 

I . , • 
. , . t •• -, 

aeeking missile of Soviet manutacture. The first s1~ting of·the new threat 
, . 

" 
WaS reported by an Air Force FAC on 9 llay 1972. It.s appeara.'lce in eve'r'in-

creasing frequency coincided with the cammen.em~nt'q! the aast'big ene:u.,v , .". - ...... '., 

p,j.h apinllt. An l.oc Which had blln announol;! by an iDt.el'o.putl ent:n,y radiO . , 
trans:ission. As the tanks began massing tor the assault on 11 APril, it 

be=e apparent that the ene::!,)' had electeq to ~.T.' his h~retofore ~'ldetected 

trum'p card to cancel out the advantage held by the GVK forces .wi,th, th~ir 

ovel"A'helming aerai support. Although the 51.-7 Was to clai'll'6 AH-1G Cobra 
'.. . ' .. 

aircraft in the following 'weekS, it did not force a cur.tailment of helicopter 

operations as mal\)' doubters of the a1%1:1ob11e concept had theorized. The ad

vantage of the missile would be cOUo'ltered i.'l lhid:...Juq as a newq developed 

infra-red dissipa!-ion'modification Was i~stalled on 229th ARB aircraft, but for 

now the develojl!lent of modified tactics Was a matter of the utmOSt urgency •• 

(e) 

/' 
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The ioactics emJllo1ed at l.oc Ninh-An'loc were 1n1tSally only • variation 

on the P1nlc Team - llsht !ire team theme Which had been utilized before in 

high iJ1tensi~ AU env1ronmenta such &I the A S!lau Valley operation by the 

These var1at1ons were t"he e:nploy-. 
ment of heavy fire teams cClllposed of tliree ships as o~poset! t~the two ship 

llsht-f1re-team used by APA and the use of a "Heavy Pink Tec"·,. in sClne 

c&&es a ~rple team by the Air Cavalry Troop. The "Heavy Fink Team" consisted 

of a lDll in the lew level scout role t'talk"d by the f1rstCobra at 1,500 feet 

to hio rear or flank. Upon the LOll recdvinr. nre or tlpo!.!.ln,. a t.'r,..~.t. the 

low (;obra would roll in with ir.medilltc IOuPr-Te:;oivc fire, thu:.; IlMhlinr. the .' scout ahip to evade, and providing an ir.J1lediate lIIark for the ~.igher Cobra, 

foHewing at 2,500 feet or higher to se~ I:P~ d.ellberate rocket pass. As the 
t •• • 

second Cobra was executing his break, the first C:lbra wOllld be 11: a poll1tion 
".' . . . . 

to cover with a rocket run of his o~~, th~s altetnating ~nt1~ either destruc-
• 

tio~ of the target was catplete or ex~~usti~n of fue~ or·~~1r.iti?n necessi-

tated relief OD station by another te~. Anot:-.er varkticn Was tile "Purple . ..,. .'. . ,. .. ..... 
Tea::1" with the .lQH, two Cooras a:.d a U:;-l.~ "s!ick" at a t . .!.g::!;r altitllde to 

••• , 't. 

serve as a c=anC. control ele::oent for the tei:r. and to acco:::pl1sh rec ClVery 

of downed crews if needed. Tnis beefing u .. of 1:'!'.e air r.aneuver ele.':1ents was . . . 
acc~.panied by a shift to low leve: fli~ht enroute to rr.in~.ize exposure to 

heavy AAA weapons. ThiS, however, 1I:c:-eosej the vulneraoility to s:r.all anns 
. . . . 

fire with the loss of the el~ent of surprise ca~sed by daily continued 

operations over the sa=e terrain. This ca~sed the modification of tactics 

to encocj:8ss ever higher enroute alti~udes II,nd .the use of cloud cover to 

good effect li!ven before the introduction. of the "Strella". The arr.ival of 

the "Stre1la", altho~gh. a quantum jump in AAA technology, hac! only the etrect 
...... -
... 

(9) 
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,,<. ~" 4'·. , 
of intansit,y.1D, the need for thi: type or tkctic in R hirh !~ter.~ity hAA en

vironment. The Deed tor ~ge in st:lr'::.:.'C! aerial insertion nr.n ext:actior. 

tactics also became rendil¥ app:.rent. I.'llererr.s previously the e!::p1'.asis Ind 

been uPon large f01'1ll&tbM of lift ships aUne; c;tassic co"bat easaults; 
, ' . . 

this was rendered suicidal beQ.8.use of the III1.ll"de:-cus effect of t,ne hifh in-

tensity AAA and ~F. 
. . ~ 

The tactics er.:l31oyed to circumvert the:;";;' lind I!:: . . .. 
was for seall flichts of one or two ~hip~ to fly above clo~ ~over enroute 

to the PZ lind utilize 1\ rllpiC:ly spir .. H:1(; hiCh overhf'""d :.If:r-ro::· eh to till' 

LZ. Pathfinderll of RIlC, 2~9th ,.Hi! wcre re:;Ic.r.llihlc for t,z· .c'cniro~u.sncl:1b1inr: 

o ,'1.1:01nC payload:l an:l movir'l: the PZ I.:) t: .. ,."y 1:"nr"r" rlll;,.l ~ht:: r.., rf;. ' Thb 

enabled the 11ft ships to spend !:Ii ni:-:Il.':: tirle on .thf' !'l. of ~(.r. dcthlrt in,. wi tl. , . ,....... 
deadly 105 and 155 rounds impacting on the PZ ~.ile tr-ey were nn short 

cl1mbout. 
~ " . 

• Dawn 17 /I.ay found the An :Oc peri::c;;:.er C]uie.t 
• 

!'or .,..~ first t,1r:.e ir. 1.2 " ..... 
• • • days, with the cab: . broken only by ()cc~do:-.t,l 

" .. 
1:-.cp~!r:.b 3:"t1J :cry or I:'.or-

• • 
tar ro~ds. This lull loI:lS ~o:. to co:rtir. .... e CL!t it. ~s t~r-:j~!"er:-:. fe!"' t.he 'first 

t,!.l:1e tr.a t the bae:t of the aiElge had pOSSi·~ly )::t:er .• h:-~.k"'r.,. ':'p:,:;~ tE' the 1e5-
, ..,. '. ' . 

• 
ing pos1tio:ls elone Q:' 1.3 to the so:.:th p:-~vent.~nt ~ot'r.d !:Iove::-.er.t. betweGn An 

loe IJ.nd Chon Tnar.!:, ar.d rinee:: t;;;,; ci t;".o~ A~., IQC wi th :\/3 .. f;: ir.di·rect fire .. 
registered to el~ost pinpoint Rce~acy c~in£ thE' e~rlier dajG of t~e siege 

':'l:is r..ade the t!l5k of ev'lCl:E. tior: of l"rrp ~.~::-,be:-f: de:.d ar.d wnur.:.ied and the '. . 
insertion of reinforce~ents possible fer .te first time but hiGhly hazard_ 

o"..:s. l·assive troop exchanC'es took pl"ce ,,~ ~, ·'·v ~ 9 '0 J" 1" 20 22 Co ~~.. ,,- '~., ;>, ,_, .J., ", , , 

29 Jl!ne Ilnd 1 ane! 5 July resl<ltir.g irf t!:E tttal exc~~.nbe of 11,15.3 perl'onnel, 

accc~p11shed wi~h ~ir~.nl CAsualties despit.e an w.~Qininisr.~d curtain of }~A 

E.: IDF fire une'!ua 11ed by any yet enco·.;m.enC in the 'lietna.::,.ese ccntH ct. 

(10) 
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The aucc.aatul defense of An l.oc received official confitmation by the 

in .. rtion of lIra Minh, co 01 Y.R :m, lollowed ahortJ,y by counter-guerrilla 

warlare conaultaJl.tto the Presiden~~ir Robert ThCll!pson.1and finally by the 

arrival of the G'lN Chiel of State President NlN7'en Van Thieu. Tpi success-
. , 

ful insertion of the dignitaries, despite continual AU lire, ~aS accanplished 
'. 

jointly by elements of the 229th AHB and the rotary wing elements of the 

Vietnamese Air Force. (IDol 10-E). 

FOR THE COI'.MAliDER: 

• 

~::~Ht..~:... . .(:; • . 11.'1. a. :*' , 
~.--- . ~" ...,.... 
!.:AJ, AGe, • 

," 

Adj \;;:-.a11':' • • , . . ... 
• 

" , " 

:." , I • . ~ ~ ,- '" '. ., , , ,. " . 
• 

- , .. 

. ..,;' .:: ... .. ~ : 
... ~ .. ' ." . . ~ .' " . 

',' .• " 

(11) 
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Map Dep1ctiD£ :EI1emy Dbpollitions am Sallent Activities of' 229th AEB • . " . ~. . 
FOR THE COMMA.NDER: 

, 
I :~. 

~ .// t 
;,,,(d}'f~o.Ajjd.u t. ttr"· 

"'1: ... IZ T "('rX L.·oUt,I.... .. .... (] i 
:.:: .. J, ACI: () 
AI J j \l 1.:111 t. , 

, . . 
'. • -. • I • I • " -. 
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. .,.,;..~-~~ . ~ .. ~ ~ • 
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061402 
101740 
1309:35 

131330 
131330 

131500 
131500 
151030 

151400 

171400 

191040 

201040 
221139 

. 231245 

241645 

27065S 
2'71015 

)!q 0"850 

041430 
061335 

071S30 
071610 

071118 

1'11000 
130925 
130930 
1)0955 

221200 

'155883 
71590S 
'155885 

'15Sseo 

'178818. 

'164887 

15688'1 
685736 
675995 

72fY1l3 

777874 
760886 

'37902 

715768 
712S68 

721571 
. 713721 

159885 

75S874 
686872 
1DOtf15 
'152884 

'1~7851 

--.~ ....... --------

lax 
KAX 
1/9 

1/9 

Y.AI ' 
MAX 

D-'1rp 
1/9 

1/9 
MAl 

KAX 

HAl 
1/9 
1/9 
Y.AI 

1/79 

• 

" • 
• 

:va Db 01 iDd ·evad, en" 11BB Spt ot 5th .AlB Ezrr eJI l1li14 .Ammo dUllpa,02 • Ammo'd1lmpa clost., 101BB :va 16XBi1' Spt'of 5th .ARVlf EDt 01 'en,.lIB! . Spt ot Sth AlMI hi 02 en ~ks, 02 trb des , VB' Spt of 5th jIlVN lies 13, ~t aJId S ton trlca Spt ot 5th jIlVN Il!ta 06, .qr aDd 5 ton trka aecondar)t explotlona Spt '0£ .5th jIlVN Des 01 Tanlc 
spt ot 5th ARVI! Daa 01 7~HH RR Spt ot 5th AltYN Dba 03 on 1I1nks, 01 tank dlllll, 02 funu dus " Spt of 5th £!tVN Oba 04 en T:ulka, 03 tanka dIIIII, 

01 "c.nk des -' . Spt of 5th ARVN Gba 05 .ntrks, 03 trka dam, 02 trka des 
Spt of 5th ARVI Oba IlNK VPI en AI' slte, , •..• 0' oj/It. a1 te de. • 
Spt or Sth .aRVI Oba aIIIl dea 01 ?5NK RR Spt of.. 5th,ARWi Oba e:ul 4111:.0' on evael, 01XB! Spt of .,th f&RVN ObI 4JId ~.iI; 01 en ~ trk, • ,d61'01 en rot trk . Spt or 5th ARVN Obs 01 WK a1~e tr~" en: , and del 
Spt of Stb ARYN 0b8 arod' del of en 51 Cal pos Spt 01' 5~ .;&.ftt1il oObs &lid de. 01 .. n, 51 Cal pos, 03' en )(Ba, 

••• I • .,. 

Spt of 5th'ARVN ~ba and dea 01 en '7.:K pos TR.i.C 
Spt :!'RAe 
spt me 

• . Oba elld eng 01 In, 01 IBH 
.' Dba 02 1nd Wlng, eng, 02 en KBH . Spt TilAC'" 'Oba 01 en, 01 en EBB Spt TlAC Dba 02 12ld 1n open, eng, " • 02.. en KBH spt ruc, Close 25 eJI KBH, equip des .u.rSpt 

Spi or 5th ARYN Oba 04 en Tanka, 04 fa.nlca de. Spt of 5th ARW ObI and eng 01 lnd, 01 en ICBB Spt ,o~ 5t!) MYN ObI 02 2{- ton trkB, 01trk d •• spt or Sth ARVlI Oba 03 12ld n.eac Tank, 03 • en XBii 
Spt TlAC Oba IDlY. no of 2'aDlcs and iDd, ell£, 20 en XBH • 

I' 

~-----

, 
j 

• 
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lJIcloaure 4 (Ccat.-!.d) 

4., ecinb~t.Duiase and eaeualUee suat.a1nec1. 5 AprU 1'112 - 8 .Ju~ 1'112: . . . .. 
Date!Tjme '#$at1?£! ,Unit Kiaeion Ale Da!n1lP.e, , cause CAsualti.e Apr 051230 7~S06i' 'MAX Spt. ruc and 5th ARVK Hvy; 2 Htts':'" 51 Cal 051230 ,725065 ).lAX Spt. 'ruc and 5th A!tVN Lt, 1 Hit , ". ' 51 Cal 

reg 
Ne~ 
2.:IA 
"et 

051530 759753 MAX Spt. '!RAC and 5th AltvK CBL, Eltploded' £A-7 061200 672572, F/9 Spt. '!RAC and 5th ARVN Lt, 1 Hit "Sm' A,J'IIIII 101400 787720 GS Spt. 'mAC and 5th ARV'; 1.t' 51 Cal .lll350 75888' ,B-Co Spt. TIlAC and SfJI Ao1VK lot. ~OS, 82 
I WIA 
:''e~ 111445 73?BPJ. MAX Spt. '!RAC and 5t.h A.IlVl! l!v.Y 51 C,.:l. 1 WIA 
KtlP, 

'.3.1.600 76564; ~ Spt TI'(AC and 5t.h ARVlI 1.1. '0 Cal 
I:',.;{ !l/ .I.'jI.0 

J.1J.?(J5 
... 309,0 
l31;15 
22.i.040 
2'06;0 
311230 

Jun OS1315 
OS13oo 
130905 
191400 
200620 
200830 
2ooe30 
211510 
221200 
21.1042 
2Ul35 

7'.3';,'/J. 
75m2 
700875 
7'9~2 
76578; 
755844 
758~1 

• 
74578; 
761779 
75886; 
75en80 
769770 
785764 
783762 
75~73 
808e48 
824795 
824795 

-

, 

F/'I :;"t. mAC lind !ith AitV;; MAX ,S"t TRAC and !ith A.W:; , 
F /9 Spt. 'l'RAC and 5th A.'iVN 
F/9 fipt '!'RAC and 5t.h ~VX ).:AX Spt. '!RAC and 5th ARVl( 
MAX Spt. TIlAC ami 5th 11.~V:; • lUX S pt. '!'RAC and 5 th t.R V" 

).lull 
ca.. 
1.t 
"'t 
CBI. 
,.:.t, 
Lt" • 

Spt. of Y.EDEVAC " '. ").:od, UDEV AC • '. CBl. ' 

. . ).rAX 
}:ED 
A-Co 
F/9 
1/9 
).:U 
MAX 
YoU 
B-Co 
D-Co 
362 

Spt. ?:'RAC and 5th ..t.~Vrl trnic·, S pt. 'l'RAC and 5 th A!tVll lot Spt. 111 t I..'!VX ASK COl... 
l!Xtract Mission ,;"" .Hvy Elttract Mission' ,'" CSL,-
Spt ?:'RAC and 5th I..~VK CB1"" Spt TRAC and 5th ,eVli Keg 
Spt ruc and 5th A?V~ Hvy Extraction of Aircratt 1.1. . , . 

, .' 

aik~,kk. 
KAJ,' A/;C' G1f \} , , 
Adjutant 

, . ~. 

, 

, 

I ~ •• 

r;c~ 
2 '(IA 
1 ):IA 
reg 
2 KIA 
Neg 
Neg 

• ',51 Cal reg 
Sl'Cal Neg 
S::.,~ 1 ~jIA 
30 Cal" Neg 
,$A-7 2 KIA' 

, 51, 30 Cal ret 
" "L"'~' 2 KIA 

, " yo SA"" 1 \:JA 51 Cal I \'lA 
51 Cal Neg 
S:" Arms ':eR 

-fi 

, 

" '. 
'0 

----------
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LItiWIj OF 'MIGIID ~ AnA_ WIlTS 

pwICIfmJ«1 vms , .. 

PI,rt 1.' Uzaita ... lI_d &IIet' :re~lICIed tar Avant or the llree1dent1al Unlt 
Citation. 

iDIt fERIOP 

1. Headquarters, 229t.h 5 Apr - 7 .7ul12 
AY1ation Battalion (CaD-
ponte) ( ...... ult BeUco~ 
ter) (.&1J'IIobUe Brigade -
Separate) 

2. Detacllllent 1 (General 5 Apr - 15 Jun 72 
Sup):, c·t) Headquarters, 
229th Aviat'on Battalion 
(Compoaite) (Assault 
Hellcopter) (A1rmobilt. 
Jr!t:ade - Separate) 

3. CompalV A (Assault Bell- 5 Apr - 7 .7ul 72 
copter) 229th Aviation 
Bat talloD (CoIiIpol1 te) 
(Assault HeUcopter) 
(Airmobile Jrigade -
Separate) 

4. Com~ B (Assault Hall- 5 Apr - 7 .7ul 72 
copter) 229th Aviation 
Battallon (Composite) 
(Assault Helicopter) 
(Airmobile Jr16ade -
Separate) 

5.· CampalV' D (Aerial Weapons) 5 AF - 7 .1'ul 72 
229th AY1ation Battalion 
(Composite) (Assault BeU- .' 
copter) (.&1J'IIobile Jrllade -' 
Separate) 

. ' .' 
.11 

- .•. _--_._--------._ .. --- ,------

lREJIO!!S UtilI miCQRATIOf§ 
4HD DATt'i§ 

PUC 23 Oct 65 - 26 Hew 65 
USARV GO 21 ~p 67 

'M\IC 1 Sep 65 - 30 Ifoo .. 66 
USARV GO 17 - 23 Apr 68 
CrOll or Gallant.l7 w/hla 
9 A", 65 - 19 ~ fI1 
GO 159 2, Ssp fI1 

Puc 27 Dec 66 
USlRV GO 7 - 23 Apr 70 

;/ ' 

i 
'~ 

'·"I.'.··,;.l .. .;,' 
._c, 

r, . 

.~ 



-'.-- •. -<:.,-. ,.' , 
hort II. tnitl' alt.e!~.i .',1 :o ... ·c··· ........ I r" .... ,.~ .• f i,. ... ,' : .... ~'_1 rn1t 
Citation: 

)t-.Hl. ~I 

1. ~Ot'V F (Air) ?tI: r.YII1~· !> a;r '1 .1ul .:~ 

2. iillttAtrv F ( .. r.1·1,,1 Artll- ~ AJr - 'I .lul. '/~ 
101")') 79th Arttl.,,:")' 

3. 36.:!nd Avia t1 gn Cor.; .. 11' 
(11/1"aul t S'Jt'jcrt ' .. 11-
coptA'lr) . 

'ltf',.1'\"nt h 1 I:!'lt. CHI. t.!t.:! 
21 l ("t ( .. !, U.!·'" .:!£, :;cw it!: 
IlA jl. 40 .:!l r ... " 6b 

'l\&rt III. Uni b AlIS1::ned anet :;ol ""eo:,,·."IId,,·' tar Awr«! of lrf'G1!lclitial 
Unit C1 ta 1.1 on 1 

Jlirt IV. ll.uc.r. .l.UQch"d an.I toot l!-.lco:Jr."nded for AIr.;rc! or froll1:icnt1al 
Unit C1 t.a 1.1onl 

HI! 

• 

I: 

--T---·--·--·---------

\'. 
~' . . 

'. 



'i 

. , 

MqOll8" . 7m:ra·· 
. ," .. ..... 

04W0 71S168 
06U)S 7l2~ 

0'7l530 '12lS'11 . 
." 07l6lO 'I7372l 

071118 '159885 

mODO '155874 
l30925 . 686872 

'lJ(9)O '100875 
lJ0955 752884 

221200 751853 

H&I apt at 5th DVN 
tB&C 

D!o'frp . apt me 
'1/9 apt tIlC 

r.~ • apt tIlC 
IC&I -Spt DIlC 

IC&I apt tIlC, Ql.)1I1I 

AU apt 
H&I apt of 5th DVN 
r/9 apt of 5th .IJlVN 
t/9 apt of 5th .IJlVN 
M&I apt of 5th DVN 

r/79 apt mc 

• 
psm.m 
Obe _ ct.. 01 ?SIIM RR 
Obe ... elll 01 ell eia4, OJIBB 
Obe u4 eDC 01 ell POL wk, 
a.. OJ. ell POL wk . 
Obe OJ. 1l1li 81.. wk, elll 
'aD! ct.. . 
ObI ... cle.· 01 _ 51 Cal poe 
ObI u4 4.. 01 .Il 51 Cal po., 
CO ell IBB 

Obe q4 4 •• 01 ell 37MM poe . 

Obe ... elll 01 ell, 01 DB 
Obe Q2 1Il4 11141111, eDC, 02 
ell IBB 
Obe 01 ell, 01_ DB 
Obe 02 1Il4 111 Opell, eDC, 
02 ell DB 
25 ell DB, equip de. 

Obe 04 ell fulca, 04 faDka 4 •• 
Obe u4 elli 01 1Il4, 01 en IBB 
ObI Q2 2i toll wb; 01 wk de. 
Oba 03 1JJd flee1Jlc tank, 03 
ell 'IBB 
Oba UNIt 110 of !uka and 111d, 
eDC, 20 ell IBB 

• 

4. Combat Damage &lid Callualtiell SUlltaiJled 5 .AJrU 1m - 8 Juq 19721 " . .' 

Dlt;olnme katiqn l!DU me.ipp Ale Pem." CaPRa pa'va1ti., 

.AJr 051230 725065 HAl apt mc &lid 5th .IJlVN Bv, 2 Bits 51 Cal Ra, 
051230 725065 M&I apt mc &lid 5th .IJlVH Lt, 1 Bit 51 Cal Ra« 
051530 759753 M&I apt mc &lid 5th ARVN em., kploded SA-7 2JW. 

.06]200 -672572 r/9 apt DIlC and 5th .IJlVN Lt, 1 Bit BID Arms Ne~ ;: 
101400 7m20 as Spt mc &lid 5th J.RVN Lt SlCal 1 VU caLCIISt!1 
ll13SO 158883 lI-Co apt 1'a.4C CJld 5th ARVN Lt lOS, 82 leg 
lll445 . '732884 M&I apt mc &lid 5th ARVN Rvt 51 Cal 1WU 

." 231iOO '165645 as apt mc &lid 5th .IJlVH Lt 30 Cal Ie, M" I,.:JJ'(~ 

Ha7 071340 723511 1/9 apt mc and 5th .IJlVll Hod BID~ Ie, 
J/lC,.$.o. 

lll20S 75S872 MU: apt mc aDd 5th ARVN em. 8!-7 2KLl 
330930 700875 '1/9 apt mc &lid 5th .IJlVN Lt BID~ 1WU 
331Sl5 '739872 . t/9 spt mc and 5th .IJlVN Lt 8m .Anaa Ie, '! 

221040.· 765'785 JIU apt tIlC aDd 5th .IJlVN em. 81-7 2m 
, 

230650 755844 K&I spt mc and 5th AllYN Lt 51 Cal Ie, 
311230 75887l MAl apt mc &lid 5th ARVN Lt 51 Cal Ie, ,~ .- ." :1:~ 

\ .11 
, 
" 4: 
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lDcloaure 4 - Fr1elldlJ aDd IDeIll1 SU'ength " easualties 

1. lr1e1ldlJ (229t.h AHB) 

toTAL 'l'OE 8m III. !!B& tJ!!l 1d&l 

.1366 8. II 2 0 

2. Emll\T 

EST mEtaTH H:Rc:·:r7 DEspcn:D (~st) 

5 ,c D1. - 9,230 

Bq Ie Spt 4,680 

275 !Ie,t 1,550 em 
174 !Ie,t 1,500 

E6 !legt J." .. 
, 

7 NY.&. Dh - 8,600 

141 !Ie,t 1,500 

165 !legt 1,500 
90% 

209 !legt 1,500 

IIq " Spt 4,100 

9 VC 01. - 9,230 

271 Regt 1,500 

272 Re;!t 1,500 
90~ 

95C Rllgt 1,550 

Bq " Spt 4,680 

69 .lr1;y Coc:nand - 4,980 

Bq Ie Spt 1,395 

42 .lr1;r Regt 800 
90% 

20B I.rt;,y Regt 835 

271 AA Regt 800 

If 

._-- ._--,------_ .. _. __ .- ._-
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lDclOsurl 4 (ConUnllld) 

205 lIV! Begt - 1,250 

101 .Beet - 7f:JJ 

429 Sapper Gp - l,?O5 

203 11 Begt 

lOR THE COMioIANDERI 

• 

--- -------.--.---------
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" :' ,e:,.,' ~" .: ~;;:~~. 
DlCLOS1lRE 4 _ (Continue) . 

,. COMBAt JlA)WIi I~~.m ~'TS OF 229th mew) ·.1000,,-~'.: .•. :. ~ 

1m LOCl'lIOf.:.~.:·llm MISSION llES!JU'S .~" .. ~ . .' 
A.F 060800 

0611'0 

061402 
101740 
130935 

131330 
131330 

131500 
131500 
151030 

151400 

171400 

191040 

201040 
221139 
231245 

24161.5 

270655 
271015 

):w 011S50 

0411.30 
061335 

071530 
071610 

071118 

111000 
130925 
130-130 
130955 

221200 

815905 _, _~, tliP.··". 822907' . - ,,~~ ... , ... ~ ..•. 
818903 .- ~'lrp 
703769 7/9 
61.1706 .......... ::.:::.~'lr.,. .~., .. '.r 

811899 ' MAX 
765882 KAI 

755883 MAX 
775905 JI .. 'II 
755885 HU 

755880 M.U 

778818 ~:.u 

76/.887 r..u 

756887 .:.u 
685736 JI.AX 
675995 F/9 

72cm3 1/9 

777874 JI.llX . 
760886 JI..u 

737902 MAI 

715768 D-'lrp 
712568 F/9 

721571 F/9 
773721 JlAl 

759885 ¥.AX 

755874 ¥oU 
686872 1/9 
700875 1/9 
752884 ):AI 

7$785l F/79 

va Ob 01 1nd evad, eng, 1XBH Spt of 5th .tUlVN EDg en held .\mmo dumps,02 • Ammo .ch:mps do at, 10m YIl 16KBB' Spt· of 5th .AR~ Eni 01 'on, ~1 KBH Spt of 5th ARYN En; 02 en l:rli:s, 02 trks des ,VB 
Spt of 5th AllYN DBs 13, <:;. IU'Id 5 ton trks Spt of 5th AllVN Dos 06, 2-~ and 5 ton trks secondary oxplo~lons Spt 'of 5th .ARV:~ Des 01 Tonk Spt of 5th Ally,l Der. 01 7~I'J,j Un 
Spt of 5tb AltVN Ot.:; 03 on ~unks, ot Tonk dam, 02 T .. nkll dus . ' Spt of 5th ~m: Obo 04 en lanks, 03 Tunks dom, . 01 T;:.nk des .' Spt of 5'th .lIt'/:; (ibs 05 en tr~s, 03 trks dam, 02 trks des 
Spt of 5th aVll Obs tr.;K type en 'I' site, . ',·01 'A/'" dte ~os ' Spt of 5th ARVN Obs and des 01 75Z.iM RR Spt of.. 5th ,ARWI Obs ~"ld ell;.O' en evad, 01 KBH Spt of 5th ~VN Obs ~nd tn; 01 en FOL trk, p6s'01 :n rCL trk Spt of 5t.h ARVl,Obs 01 mlK d~6 vI:',. en~ and dES . 

Spt of 5th ARVN Obs "rod des e,l' en 51 Cal pos Spt of 5ib ...t..il.fJN -(ibs and de~ D1 ·en 51 Cal FOS, 03' en KEE, 
••• I 'I' 

Spt ef 5th'ARVN Ob~ end de. 01 TR.-iC 
Spt IPJ.C 
Spt ranc 
Spt Tii..i.C 
Spt T~C 

. . 
Spt TRAC, 
A1r,'Spt 

• . Obs ~nd eng 01 ~n, 01 !BE 
.' Ohs 02 ina hidin;, enS, 02 en KEn 

Obs 01 en, 01 en KBH 
Obs 02 ir~ in open, ens, . 02. en lCBH 

Close 25 en KBU, equip des 
Spi of 5tb ARVU C'bs 04 en Tanks, 04 TlUIks des Spt of 5th ARVN Obs 2nd eng 01 incl, 01 en KBH Spt .of 5t!~ A.I\VN Ob!) 02 2t ton trk&, 01 trk des Spt of 5th ARVN Obs 03 lnd !leeir.g Tank, 03 en Y,EB • Spt Tao.C Cbs U:'Il: no of tanka and 1nd, eng, 20 en KEH • 

I' 

: "", 

----------- --_----,----...:-·T--.-.. 



" . 

Incloaure 4 (Cllnt.>!.d) 

4. CQ'nbat. Damage anC Casll81Ues Sustained 5 AprU lCf12 - 8 July lCf12: 
Dat.-trime Locat.ion 

Apr 051230 
051230 
051530 
061200 
101400 
J.ll350 
11141.5 
;:>.).1.(,00 

/,::.:, 'Ill ;1.0 
ll.1/.lJ~ 
... 30930 
l31515 
22.040 
230650 
3.i.!2JO 

Jur. 081315 
081300 
130<;0; 
19 ... 400 
200520 
200830 
200230 
2:':"5:"0 
22:"200 
2/.l0U 
2m35 

725065 
, 725065 

7SCf1SJ 
672572 
787720 
75888.3 
7J?RPJ. 
76561.5 

7?.3~'11 
7; ~S?2 
700875 
7.3 98'72 
765785 
755841. 
7588'7:" 

• 
745785 
76:"779 
758865 
750780 
769770 
?e5764 
7S3762 
758'773 
80Se48 
824795 
821.795 

Unit. 

MAX 
):AX 
MAX 
F/9 
CS 
B-Co 
KAX 
c:; 

1-'/'1 
!,:A.X 
;/9 
F/9 
1-:AX 
1-:U 
MAX 

J.:U 
:·:C 
A-Co 
F/9 
F/9 
J.:AX 
l·:AX 
}:t.X 
B-Co 
D-Co 
362 

Mission AlC D.~!Mr.:e CAuse CASualties • 
Spt TRAC and 5t.h AiiV~ Hvy,· 2 Hits'.-"· 51 Cal tie'.' Spt 'TRAC IUld 5th A.~Vri Lt, 1 !lit, 51 Cal tier, . Spt TRAC and 5th A!'tVK CBl, EXploded ' ~A-7 .2 J.:IA opt TRAC and 5th 1."'..Vr. Lt, 1 Hit " Sm' Anne tier: Spt 'mAC and 5th ARVK It 51 ~l 1 r:IA ~pt TRAC ar.d 5th J..1VK l.t ~05, 112 Xe~ S pt "m/.C and 5th A;"'tVli !!vy 51 Cal 1 ~'IA Spt mAC Imd 5t.h .\itVI~ 1.1. .30 C:ll ti"r. 
~ 1'1. 1HAC ~nd !jth ":~Vi~ 1'~uJ :~:;I' It nr.:; l~''! r. ' ;;;,,1. mA:; ar.d 5th .\:'. V:~ • C~ ~A-7 2 rIA S pi. T'f.AC and 5t!1 ;;;~"v':~ 11. E::-. ~!:s 1 'i:IA Spt TRAC am: 5th /J'.V:; ':"1. :b i.rn;s Neg Spt mAC al"..:1 5· '" .,:".- CS:' SA-7 2 KIA 

to... 1\,0". ,. 
Spt TRA(; ar.d 5th :L..=:"J:: • ';'1. 5:" Cal Neg Spt TRAC and 5th 1 .... ::li !.t .. 51 (lal "eg 
Spt of ~:EDr"AC '. . 

":00 ,5! Cal :iee 
• . I-:ED!\I AC • • CE: 

... 
51. Cal ~eg S pt 'l'RJ.(; and 5tl'" •• '.: .... '!y. U~:K • c_ 

1 r:U ..... Arms Spt '!'RAC and 5th A?.'!~ l.t 30 Ca'l' , Kef Spt 15 t t..W:: AllX CE:'. $1.-7 2 lilA Extract ~:iss ion . :--".Hvy 51, 30 Cal Xer Extract 1-:ission . ~ CEj.,- 'L':J\ . 2 KIA Spt !RAe and 5th t::>.V:: CE~. , SA-7 1 1:IA S pt 'l'RJ.C and . ' " 5th ~':=.n Keg ;1 Ca:i. 1 ,:IA Spt 'ffiAC and 5th J'::Vii Hvy 51 Cal :\eg Extraction of Aireraf" 1.1. S=". Arms I·:e~ 
. . ' 

• 

• 

--T-·----

'\ 
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LISTIRl OF 'SSIQlIED & ATl'AC!Ep WIlTS 

PARTICIPATIlI'G UNITS 

Part 1. UD1te assitlllld &Del rec_acIed for Avard of the !residential Unit ' 
Citat1on: 

lU£[t fER rOD 

1. Headquarters, 229th 5 I.JZ' - 7 Jul 72 
I.viat1on Battalion (CaD-
posite) (Assault Helicop-
ter) (l.1rmobile Jlritade -
Separate) 

2. Detacbllent 1 (General 5 lop" - 15 Jun 72 
SUP. c .. t,) Headquarters, 
229th I.v1at~on Battalion 
(Composite) (Assault 
Helicopter) (AirJ:lObih· 
Jlr1;ade - Separ~te) 

3. ComJl&l\Y I. (AsllaultHe11- 5 I.fI" - 7 Jul 7~ 
copter) 229th Aviation 
B&ttalion (~po=it.) 
(Assault Helicopter) 
(Airmobile Brigade -
Separate) 

4. Conpany B (Assault &11- 5 lop" - 7 Jul 72 
copter) 229th Aviation 
Battalion (Composite) 
(Assault Helicopter) 
(Airmobile Eri~ade -
Separate ) 

5. Cortpal:\Y D (Aerial Weapons) 5 Apr - 7 Jul 72 
229th Aviation Battalion 
(Composi te) (Assault Heli- . 
copter) (Airmobile Jlri,ade -' 
Separate) 

PREVIOUS UIIIT nJ,;colU TI011S 
AND PAn-:s 

PUC 23 Oct 65 - 26 Nov 65 
USlRV GO 21 Sap 67 

• MUC 1 Sep 65 .; 30 No" 66 
WARV GO 17 - 23 Apr 68, 
Oros. of Gallantry w/Palm 
9 Aug 65 - 19 !'la,r 69 
GO 159 25 Sap 69 

PUC 27 Dec 66 
USARV GO 7 - 23 Apr 70 

II 

".~ 
, . 

-------,-- -------------------"'-,',---



,I: 

h.rt II. tn.!tfl' .l1.e!~~ .·d :-"." . .. -: ..... j !" f ...... : ..• f :":" ..... ; :-. ~4_! ~·~.!t 

Ci taU:n: 

1. 'lToC';" r (Air) ;~, I: c.v .. 1T~· 

2. 1111 U .. rv r (A~ ,·:.,,1 ArUl-
1ery ) 79th Art 1l jpry 

.'3. 36~nd i<v1atl~1l Cc:";"~' 
(AlI~aul t S';r; .:::-t !id1-
eoptpr) 

J',H1 .• J 

~ Jl.ir '! 

~ air - '1 

.lul ," ,4 

.'t:: ... 
'4 

l:~·_-=-'! ... ~: .:'~~: ... : ... :~ .. ''='':' 
;.: .• i • • \_..1 

Ih·pr.1·i"r.~i.! t'!"'!t Cj!~!!~·~ 
~.~ lrt (.~. U.!·.~ .·t· :.C",. ;.~ 

1~ ~~ .;~ ~J ;-"'1 f.-f. 

flirt Ill. Un! t~ A~.;i::ned anel :'01. liIo!r.n-'·"n:I,.., far "'wllr\! of h'''r.l,lellt1a1 
Unit Ci tAl ti:m; 

I;u-t 1\'. \:,:Hr..1.1 t,C'hd an.1 :.01. J"'co:J"~lIded for A",~c.l or frcs11entlal 
Unit C! 1;0. Uon; 

j' 

--·T-·_·· .. _--
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. . PROPOSED CITATION 
, 

PRlSIDEt.'TIAL um CITATION • 

. . , , 
AWARD OF THE J'R!SIDEt.'TIAL Ut.'lT CITATION BY THE PlUSIDEt.'T -Or THE UNITED . STATES OF AKl:ltICA To') THE ~ING UKIT OF THE A.V-ED m,cES OF- '!'HE ut.'ITm STATES IS CONFIRMED IIi ACCORDANCE WITH FARAr.aAFt! 194, All 672-S-~. 
THE 229TH ASSAULT HELICOPl'ER BATTALION, TASK FalCE "GARRY o-{EK", FIRST CAVAUlY DIVISION (AM) AND ASSIGNED AND ATTACHm UNITS, 

HHC, 229'n1 AHIl, TASK FateE "GARRY Cl'IEN", lST CAY DIV (AM) 
, 

DETACHKEHr 1 (CO), HHIl,229th AIIIl, TASK FQRCE "(lARRY IllErl", 1ST CAY DIY (Al-I) 
I 

~ cam.NY A, 229TH AIIB, .. TASK FORCE "GA.li..'tY ClI'EN", 15T CAY DIV (AM) 
,0' .. · , . 

CCHPANl' B, 229TH AHB; ''TASK FCliCE "GA.'lRY C1ilEN", 15T CAY DIV (AY.) . . . 

C(Jo!PAN! ll, 229TH AIm, ,TASK FORCE "GARRY OON"; lsT C'AV DIV' (AM)' .. ',' ", ',.. . F TROOP, 9TH CAVIJEl, 229'1'H AHB, TASK FOR~,"GAR.~Y .().'E~ .•• , 'lST CAY DIY (AM) 
.. ':.... . F BA'l'TiRY, 79TH !FA,' 229TH AIiB, TASK FORCE "GARRY OWiN", 15T CAV.'DI~ (AM) . r.. • 

362 ... '0 AVN C(Jo:PAt.'Y, 229TH ARB, TASK FORCE ~:PA.~Y a'IEN", fST CI\V DIV (AM) , 0,,0 .. ", •• , .. -..... ' .. o. 0 THE CITATIOI; READS AS FOl.l.Oi~S: , , . ... 
THE 229'1'1'. ASSAUl.T IlEl.ICOPl'E!! BATTALIOI' DISTIt.~UISHED ITSE.LF BY OU'lSTANDIN:; ~~FORY.A~ OF DUTY AGAIKST HOSTI~ FORCES DURING TP~ PERIOD S APRIL 1972 TH:iOUGH 7 JU.:..r 1972 l'IHIlE Cor.!·!ITTED TO ACTrOK Iii $UFtOaT, OF THE. GVN DEFENDERS OF TliE PROVINCIAL CArIl'Al. OF AN l.OC SINH LOi,G .ffiDVINCE DURING TilE t.'V A "NGUYEN HUE" OFFENSIVE, ~OI1GH' 'Tm;:m COURAGE, D.::TEPJ-:INATIOl\, A~'D It.'GE.\i1m TIlE :?,OOFE.~ OF THE 229TH OVERCAl-:ET'riE DIFFICULTIES iKGEt-.'O:RED BY THE INtRODUCTIor; OF lID" \'IEAroNRY BY THE ~:y At.'D THE .:OST n.~~IVE Voun~E OF AmIAIRCRAIT ARTlJ..i.ERY flEA YETEXl'ERlENCED, ~.iiIl.E SUPPORTINO At.ll SUSTAINI~ THE BEJ.EAGUE:lED DE~".APAlrm "THE E:-.!D!Y ONSl.AUGHT, 'THE SUCCESSFUL DEFEAT OF THE ENEY.Y BY THE FI!tC$S' OF Gv}; vlOULD HAV'i BEEN VASTU MeRE. fROlDt,GED AND ClOST~ l-.'E!U: IT t.m TO!! THE Ir.'VALUABl.ESUFPORT RElmE!IED BY THE 229TH AHE. THE OUTSTANDIN.:I DEVOTION TO DUTY, PERS::ViRA~CE, AND EXTRAORDINA.'{Y t!~OIS~1 OF THE .m·:BERS OF 'l'I!E 229T'rl :A!lB AND ·ATTACHED EUI-:::;,,1'S UNDER THE Y.ooT HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS A.'tE IN KEE~TH ''!'HE FIN~T-'I'?ADlfION! OF THE UNITED STATES A.l!Y.Y .At.'D REFLECT GREAT CREDIT UroN THEY.5El.VES, T!lE AlIIa, AND '!HE UNITED STATES OF »:ERICA. . • . . 

I' 

• , 
• 



t
·!!:.',·.··: .i' ,,"',', ' . ~.. '" ,. ," . . .. ',.'. 

I' ,t.·· 0' 

f ,," . ... 1 7 I. ,.., •. ' .oDC OIure • 

r-:·;:o: 
~' ~.: :~ .. ' . , ,:. AWARDS " DECCRATIO~ FOR PmIOD 5 AFRIL - 7 JULY 1972 

, .. 
" . , ' 
• 
I, 

. i 

' ...... .' k,w:.!l:''':'' '.:' '., :' ,.:.,. 
. - """'...',. '. ,~ 

, , . 
Medal or HQlor 

DSC 

SUver Star 

Legion of Kerit 

DFC 

:'oldier'. Modal 

13:; W/V 

BS 

I¥. W/V 

ACIt. W/V 

ACIt. 

• 

Purple Heart 

VN Cross of Gallantry 
W/Gold Star 
W/Sllver Star 
WI Bronze Star 

VI\ Hctlor Y.edal 1st Class 

TOTAL: 

FOR THE COY.lWwUt: 

,1l!'t!IV!D 

7 

l4 

1 

6 

204 

180 

6lO 

l4 

210 

40 

l286 

" 

0 

• , • 
' .. 

• 

'.' • . 1, • 

1 

3· 

5 

67 

1 

:3 

22 

lJ 
., " 

52 

:3 

9 

... ' ~ .-
8' 

• 56 
157 -•. ...1& 

448 

. . 

--~r--'--'------'-------' 

• 

", 

.... 

• . 
' . 

• 

, . 

... '. .' 
, 

, • 'W' 

o· ... 

G!wm TOTAL: 1734 

I' 

T, 
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• 

-j '. 

I 
i 

. .; 
. 1'Ofil, # IIIIIRS. . 
. . .. ,'.:. . , 

.' 1'Ofil, I soam:s 
. 1'Ofil, , PAl 
.m&JISl'DR'1'£D 

2OW. I WUoU.TlBS 
DlJISfQIlTEJ) 

l.len lWWiED 

lAm LOSSES 

I toIlS B.lUI&D 

JJJh1 AlB 

3,27S.6 4,27S.6 

6,4n S,285 
, 

14,6$3 

49 

20 19 

3 9 

47.4 

2. loci.Ucal Support. Stau.Uca (~): 

PH 

1,'112.S 

1,525 

196 

• 19 

11 

" 

• 

130.4 

171 

1,86) 

2 

1 

170.5 

WAleS \ 

9,8S1.6 

. 13,458 

16,712 

68 

17 

217.9 

a. Dur-lae the perlod 7 .l)rll ttzrough 10Jw, 1972, the 229th .lHB and 
attached un1t11 •• taW.had and operated n&rlll aD!. r.fuel polnte as 1Dd1oated 
below: 

(1) lIe&rlll Pointe 

(a) SoIlC Be 

(b~ La1 Kha 
(c Vung Tau 
(d Ta)' II1nh 
(e) Long Thanh 
(f) Lasslter 

(2 ) Refuel Polnts 

(a~ La1 Ihe 
(b Song Be 
(c Vung Tau 
(d) rSB J.lelaD1e 
(e) Loug Thanh 
(f) Lassiter 

b. The followilll: 10gbUcal operations were of special e1,n1t1canCII in 
the battle ot .In Loc: 

.11 

• 

I' 
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. . 
4. ~ t.be periOd 7 £pr11 tbrDllih 10 JuJ;y 1972, the 229th UB alld 

attachad 1ID1te colla_d aM ezpeuded 17,591,368 pounds "r JP4 alld 5,101,274 
pcIIUIII1s of _m' tion. 

(1) ~ ui. oTJ\ Vsed 7 £rr tbru 10 oTuJ;y 72: 

',657,000 9,014,000 920,368 

(2) Ccab1Ded total, Total Lbe JP4 Veed ., £pr tllz'u. 12 Apr in support 
SoDc III/AD l.oc r 

la8e -
ur -
BE -

687,895 
546,000 
920,168 

2,l.!O4,263 

·3. Combat lluace WlleW IV Elements ot 229th £H3 (B-2): 

~ LOCATION UNIT Y.ISSION RESllLTS 

Arr 060800 815905 D-Trp VR Ob 01 1nd evad, eng, llJ1B 
06U30 S22907 D-Trp Spt. of 5th ARVN Eng en held kuno dUDIpa, 02 

Alllno dumps dest, 10KBH 
o6l402 818903 D-Trp VR 16KBB 
101740 703769 F/9 Spt. of 5th ARVJt Eng 01 en, 1KBH 
130935 641706 D-Trp Spt of 5th ARVN ED!: 02 en trke, 02 trb dee 

,VR 
131330 8111!99 MU Spt. of 5th ARVN Des 13, ~ and 5 ton trb 
131330 765882 "'.AI Spt of 5th ARVN Des 06, 2 and 5 ton trb 

131500 755883 .:AI 
secondary explosions 

Spt of 5th ARVN Des 01 Tank 
131500 715905 JI.u Spt ot 5th Aim; Des 01 75HI-! RR 

-' 151030 755885 .. .u Spt of 5th ARVN Cbs 03 en Tanks, 01 Tank dam, 
02 Tanks des 

151400 755880 W.I Spt of 5th ARV!I Cbs 04 en Tanke, 0,3 Tanke dam, 
01 Tank des 

171400 718818 .. .u Spt or 5th ARVN Obs 05 en trots, 03 trb dam, 
02 trka des 

191040 764887 NAI S;>t ot 5th ARV:1 Cbs UNK type en A/A lite, 
01 A/A lite dee , 

,-
" 

'. II 
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l' '. , • • • .:' .. ,:.,.:".~.' -", 
;'. 'j · :~:;'':~';'~'J~''':.t. " • . ' ' . · ,,' '. -, '. ". . . 

• "J. \ .'," ( ) , " · .. ~··f;' .~ 8 ~d 
~ -;.;?: :~ :'.' ." • 
'- .'. . . '. 

" • 'r? . .. 
• . ,:" ~ .. DI. .W'mI .·mm I'T'MJOH BP.S'!!Lts .r .. 
. ~. " . ... 

'20:1040 .. 7S6B8'7 III.l . apt of Sth !KVN ObI u4 eSe. Ol 7SHH RR 
221139 iBm6 III.l apt of Sth !KVN ObI! ... _. Ol en eftA, OllB! .. ~ 

. Z3124S . • ~~S 7/9 apt of Sth .umI ObI! &DCl eng Ol en !'Ol. tzolt, 
... 01. en !'Ol. tzolt 

24l64s 72(111) 7/9 apt of Sth AllnJ ObI 01. 1IJIl1t 11M tzolt, eag· 

• aD4 cle • 
2706SS Tn874 H&1 apt or Sth ARVN ObI and dee'Ol en 51 Cal poe 
~ 760886 H&1 spt of 5th AllYN ObI ... de. Ol en 5l Cal poe, 

Q'3 en DB 

)fq Oll8SO 7379:l2 H&1 Spt. et 5th AlliN ObI q4 dee Ol en 37J-1M pos 
. , !ale 

Q4lUO 7lS768 J)..!I'p apt mc Obe &DCl e. Ol en, Ol IBn 
061335 712S68 .,/9 apt mc Obe CI2 1m 11141., eZlg, 02 

en DB 
C17l530 12l57l 

,.,... apt mc ObI 01 en, 01 en IBH ". 07l.6lO 'm'72l H&1 -Spt. mc ObI CI2 1114 1n oJllln, eag, 

'. 

02 en ISH 
071118 759as5 H&1 Spt mc, Cl..III~ 25 en DB, equip de. 

Ur spt 
lllOOO 755874 H&1 spt of 5th ARVN Obe 04 en fan1ce, 04 TIlIka des 
l30925 686872 r/9 Spt of 5th AllVN ObI aDd ell6 01 1DI!, 01 en ItBH 
l3(9)O 7rxtn5 r/9 apt or Sth AlliN Obs 02 2i ton vita; 01 trk des 
13~5S 752884 HU spt or 5th AlliN Obs 03 1DI! flee111g Tank, 0) 

en KBH 
221200 757853 "/79 Spt.ruc Obs' UNIt no of Tanks and 1n::!., 

eag, 20 en KBH 

4. CcDbat Damage aDd Casualties Sustained 5 Apl"ll 1972 - 8 J~ 19721 

I5te /Time Loeation lmU MiCII",gD Ale PPm.ge 

AJr 051230 725065 Mt.I Spt. mc aDd 5th ARiN Bvy, 2 Hits 
051230 725065 HU Spt mc and 5th AllVN Lt, 1 Hit 
051530 759753 MAl spt. mc aDd 5th AllYN CBL, Exploded 

,061200 -672572 "/9 Spt. ruc and 5th ARVN Lt, 1 PJ.t 
101400 7m20 as Spt. TRAC and 5th JJlYN Lt 
lll.350 758SS3 B-Co Spt T:U.C =d Sth ARYN Lt 
llJ445 732884 MAl Spt mc and 5th AllYN Hv 

.' 2316:>:> 765645 GS Spt. mc and 5th AllVlI Lt 

}lay 071340 723571 r/9 Spt mc inti 5th ARYN Mod 
lll205 755672 MlI Spt. mc and 5th AllYN CBL 
130930 700875 1/9 spt. TRAC and 5th ARVN Lt 
131515 739872 1/9 spt. TRAC and 5th AllVN Lt 
221040 765785 MU Spt. mc and 5th ARYN CBL 
230650 755844 YoU Spt. TRiC and 5th ARVI~ Lt 
311230 758871 YOU Spt. 'fRAC aDd 5th ARYN Lt .-

.11 

-- '~'" 

-_.,-.-.. _----'--_. 
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51 Cd 
51 Cal 
&-7 
am Arme 
51 Cal 
lOS, 82 
51 Cal 
30 Cd 

am .Ams 
SA-7 
8m MIllS 
8m Arms 
&-7 
51 Cal 
51 Cal 

CaeU!lti.§ 

Ne, 
Nejt 
2 t:v. 
Net: 
1 VIA 
Neg 
1 VIA 
Neg 

Neg 
2 tm 
1 VIA 
Neg 
2 KIA 
Neg 
Neg 

-;.-~;,/~~~ .. ' 
., ',1 
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AlCpr., 

- .. 
I' 

L (!;Ij!;;',' 

I 
AlP" 

I 
Ca,M't.'!' 

I 51 'Cal Ha, 
51 Cal. Hag 
&I Aru 1 VIA 
30 Cal. Hag 
SA-7 2 Ell 

. 51, 30 Cal Ha, 
UIIX 2 KIA. 
SA-7 1 VIA 
51 Cal 1 VIA 
51 Cal Neg 
SIn Arma Hag 

',,", ,~ 
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