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A small U.S. ch"lI/ICr ci/tl.'l:ncd inln Ihe cnm. 
/IOund In Ic:oIlhe llun6rc: hefS'r.: Ihe: Iran • .,.,rr heh. 
cnllier. Iri.-.J 10 land. The: lIil"l ran inln illle:II'" 
Ilrnllnd 6re: lind h;ld 1,1 "'(1(11 nUl IRlftle:d,:ueh. III 
lhedin ofhllul •• lhe: me:lllra/l/lo:d In"d. Iheir hun. 
Le,. did nnl ... -.: lhe: he:licorler. "lid Ihe,' ,,,Led 
ubou. it. . 

J It H IIM,~\\'nM 1'1: •• , h: pHI ,.Ihll JII' "lIh ~n""';11 
Ih':il~y m.I\'h"'~.r.lln lin:l. :uullll'''' ~""11.' 1'1I1I1Il1! 
IIh'fL' IIhln.IIIL,'''' .'11 Ihc J!t"'''.,UlII..:d ~iull' ", II')' ttl' 

~C. ifi Ihcle lu YUl."· 
Wilh hI>. h.l"opler dancin, oul cif' rMnj. of 

ground line:. Hnllinllswonh Ioc/II up hIS eO'o,. •. 

~
,,~ hen Nonh Vielnamcse !roolls dro~c a· 

cross Ihe Camhodian hordcr InwlIrd Sa" 
gon, levcn American adwlien werc· . 

Irall/ICd wilh M ,,",,II fnrc:c of Snulh V,elnanle", 
!rooll' in Ihe.d .. lrici cnm/lOund 81 loc:nlllh. The 
eom/lOund wa •• urrnupded, and for 1"0 d"y. 
Ihe Cnmmuni .. , /IOlIlId."<I II .. ilh r""LCh, nlo,: 
1.lh, hil""''''', euuJ ,inc,: lit&:. The h.,.'\'''-J!I.'''' "lIh:'
fl'.I'h, ;.'IUI,', WII' •• tIC.' AHVN Itlh"".luuhU .. "lm 
Ihrt.'c hun1.c,~ umkrt:r,,"nc.l. 1\, dw.L r ... lI. MtIJ. 
G,·n. J~", •• F. 1I0IhnB ... ·orrh. hej .. of Ih. Third 
ReBlon A.mlan .. Command. ho,.,ed n'·.r Ih. 
halli. fnr Ihrcc hours in hi. command h.hco/l· 
I.r. d.ploying Ame,icon rlan •• and ,un.hl/l' In HOLLlNG.~WORTH (10 FAC): "Gel Ihal .Iull' 

worlomll'n. Ih~~! (To adviacrs): I'm ,ollna pick 
up c"cr')' one of )'OU I can. I "-ani 10 Ilci you all 

" ":teL. I'~ gonno lake all of you OUI Ihal I can." 

a d.'aYlng ocllon while "yin, 10 arranll' an air 
,escu •. In !;Iolhn' ... ·orlh·. chop/ICr. IhlS " .. h.1 
II .ound.d lik.: 

• . , . ... 
.An ma;;(jible reply' CI"Ie from Ihe me~ Irapped 

below. 

HOLLlSGSWHHlll Ch.' trlirped ad\ls.:"h on 
ground): "Th .. IS T"·D-F,wer. Oh balo),. I'm com. 
IRE prell)' Ilood. I'm sliII li¥hlinB and checkinl!. 
I've been prom ... d il (rescueh.hcople,J in I.n HOLl:INC?SWOaTH: "Well. I'm. gonna I,), II." 
monules a"8),. Don'l ,0 anywh.r •. I kno" wh.r. ~o/l'le.9f.lhe ARVl\ IrOO~ cau,hl al loeninh 
you are." deoided 10 all_ndon Ih.i, po.ilion and make I 

T .. ·o monul., laler. h. ,,'a, asaln as.ed aboul rUn for il inlo IIJ~ wood",T ... oqflh. Ameroean ad. 
Ihe r.,.:ue helicopl.,. "1"" d.clded 10 do Ihe sam •. 

HOLLI"C;SWORTH: "JuSI gOln, a, iasl as I can. HciLLlNc5wORTH:"Thos is BIl!CloudT~·o.FI\·e. 
Can you hold oUlaboul",hl mo,~ monul.'" I'm Slick ... ilh Ihcm Ioul. people and keep uponlhal 
wor',n· ada" as I can. EI,hl' Three. K •• p down. radio." Butlh.ro .. as no mo't rad,o conlaCI .. ilh 
k •• p you,s.lf 10Ilelh.r. You'we be.n ,real. Tal. . Ih. 1 .. '0 lfd,iscrs. 
10 Ihe FAC (Forward Ai, Conlroll.rJ and jusl Slill be.IOw were 6'e "Ih.r Irapped men. Holi. 
hold wllh II. baby." Inssworah spoke 10 on. of Ihem: "Ah, Chico. 

£,ghl. Three ..... nOI ,eassured. H. saId Ihal if . Whi.key.lhis i. T .. o·Fiver. I'm lloonB 10 Slay "'ilh 
h. gOI OUI. il "'ould be pu,e Iud. . you and "nl Bonna do e,'c,y ,oddamned Ihing I 

HOLLI"CSWORTH: "Ah. bull. don'l you "orry can 10 ,el ynu OUI. God bless you." 
abeullhal, baby. W.II. iI', nOI P"" luck. baloy. Anolh.r m.mber oflh. adwiso,y leam in a dif. 
Hold in Iher.... f.renl bunker came on Ih. rad,o. also ukin, 10 

FIoEhlS of .lfcrafa ... re app,oachinE locillnh be lakcn OUI. 
from ",·.ral basos in Ih. area. • HoLL"'CS"OMltl: "Rog.r. Oscar Four ChICO 

HOLLI"uSWORTH: "Ewerylhln,-. airbo,n •. e'. righl. I'll do il. and don'l gi,·. up, don'l &live up: 
.rylhong IS up no)". "'sju" I mailer of a f ... · min.' W. ari.d 10 S.I a low bird 10 you in Ih.r. lim 
ules .... Ah. damn. you're a hili. slrong greil ind il ...... hol all 10 hell. and w.·'·e ,one back -
,U)', EI,hl·Three. JuS! stand by no .. and 'l.'ltn and PUI more. ordnance in Ih.re and w.·r. IliII • 
and keep Ihal (radioJ n.1 of yours open and lalr---s0n,na ... o~. wllh )'ou. W.·II be h.relll ni.hllon,; 
Ie Ihe FACs." . I Ifl~ ,posslbl ... o ,el you oul of Ih.,., ... ·re ,on. 
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-
na do il. Don'l live upon ope. JuSI pray as I've 
been doinl for you Ihe lasl Ihree days and just 
hanl in Ihere and God hless you. I'm llonlla do ev· 
crylhin, in my power 10 ,el you OUI.'· [T U olher 
airer~rtJ: "Let"s Leer laYIIl' Ihal Sill IT in Ihere. 
And I hope you monilored nl) colI,'er"lIioll .. ilh 
Chico. This means we',"C FIJI 10 SillY w"h il." 

Ni,hl had raUen. and Ihe Cllmnluni ... were 
aboullo overrun Ihe CO'l' pound. Dccidinllihe "I· 
Uillon w.s hopeless. IWO of Ihe remainin, Am",· 
.cans Iiso decided 10 male a run for il. Th.~ r~' 
dlocd Ihe" inlenlion. 10 Holhll,s ... orth, 0) '''~ 10 

Ih. dar. abo,·e. 
HOLLIMiSWORTIt:"R",er.Chico.l'm try,nF my 

lodd.mnedesl,alld e'·erybo.lyelse,lhc Air htlct. 

MACV and everybody eb. is behind IhIS Ir)'lIlll 
10 Bel you oul. We care lboul you Ind we're lIiII 
Irylng. so ,0 Ihead inlO hidin; Ihere and rake 
Ihal radio and keep il up as lonl as il works and 

• 

whelher I can lIiII lal~ 10 you or nOl, I'm 1Ii11 
tI,.i",11I Iry 10 Ftl ill Ihere alld ,el you OUI." 

IIl1lhnj!s"'orthcould _Ihe Comnlunisllroops 
.Ionn Ihe ",nlA.nin, defen .... Ite reporled 10 Ihe 
011 .... , pI.t.", ... hal Ch.co w ... llOIO,'IO do IlIId or· 
,lcu.·J ~"nllnued '&:a,u,nl.on lire inlo Ihe .rCA. 

11 ....... " ... ·.,.111: "lte i',II"nn hide in [Ioea" 
IInnJ ;I"d h.', J! .. nllil .... '" you 10 keep Ihe en· 
cn.y', hCild, d .. "n all nil!hl. I ".11 make another 
.III,'mrl IlIlIIorro .. In lIel .n InUCh wilh Ihem and 
10 •• ,·,I\e, Ih,'nl." Theil he ... ·.I'·h"d clIlI si,nals. 
"1.1~hl·Thrcc, ii's T .. · ... F".'. ,I\'C,. E''lhl-Thrce, 
T,,·o-I',,·.r, o,·cr." r .. II\c. "ChltO, T,,·o-F.ver, 
c",cr. ChiCO. T .. 'O·F,,·cr, o.er." There was alonl 

I 
r'''''c. and III a Inwer. dlseouraj!ed voiee "011· 
illr''''orlh .aid: "No conlllcl"'ilh Chico or E'lhl' 

, Three as of Ihis hour. Two-Fiver, oul." " 
• HAROLD ELLITHORPE . -.-... _-.- ---=-" ... -- .. -- '~ .. -.. _-- - _ .. 
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'11)' DON TAn 
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.. BIEN HOA, SoUlh Vietnam -It ...... t.liaioa ~ "All this time the NVA WeN ftrlllc from .... : 
Imposslbl. but Capt. lobi!. WbitelleacJ, ., or tree., Oat ARYN, 11o!4,r:~ 0Il10 Ripl,),'. tIIids. 
Easl Point, Ga .. did II. ... , shot In tile baCk and 11111 oa. TIIelI a""lher· 

The million: land lIit li,h: observ.tion 
"Loaeh" helicopter on • redodi" road lie .. 

, balla.ruined An Loc and pick up three Amerl
: CIIn military adviten ....... 'Itb I~ South Vlel· 
namese soldien were aur_odtd by North 
Vietnamese (NVA) firin, from lilt co ... r 01 
rubber trees on eilher .icle 01 lhe 'road, 
'One chop""r had' exploded In Ihe .ir tl)in, 

II, Olhers bod·been .. "".Iedly dr.iven .w.)'. . 
Th •• Dldien on the ,round were despera,c, 

· "'ounded men "'ho hid been in Ihe JURlI. lor 
, daYI ,,'ading Ihe en.my, No .. ' III.), .... r.· du, 
· In under • bi, 10, besid. Ihe reild, and thc 
.' enemy "'as beln, kept 011 their h.rk. only by 

• cbisy r:hain or American air Ilrike& aruund: 
, them. ' 

I Coapt. Whilf'hud d,\'istd .' pl~n "'ilh Lt. Dol.: 
~ vid R.~loy, or Vidor, Tex. C.pt, \\'h"eh"dl 
: would lip in fiut, Hi.s lunnrr",SJ;, Ray Waite 

or Windsor, Conn., .... , 10 jump Oul, he:p tto. 
· Amrrlc.ans into Lt. Rip:c)'" ,,,,UII\\,I:1= Lo"ch. 
, Then hurr)' b.rk to his O"'n th:~ a. both choi>' 
; J)rra buzzrd o~c. , 
· There ""IS another pr(\blem. hO\\f'\'rr. Capt. 

Whalthe.ad sa,,' II IS lOOn Ii hf' r.ctd ill o\'("r 
the trtr5. '\4'a:h ,round 'Ire "';tp:i:: around 
him, and loll nai lude ,hip dn\\'r. o:llht road, 

· The problem 14"1$ ,omelhln~ called Inslir.:t 
for sur\'l\'a1. ThtorcliC'a!I\', Iht Soutb Vlrt .. i mme.se "ere to ~ pi~ktd up 1~I("r and O:tl:Y 

jl the Ame.,elns hfted out in thr LoolChu,· , ~. 

A LolCh is I small cr3ft ",·!tho , buhble no,;,r. 
I~out as sturdy as I baby bu;.;:y. But those 
blOOo.1ltd, txnausttd, ,heJi·pc.unde-d \'u:tnOlmrse 
knrw tha: to be left brhlnd "'as almost eer .. 
ta,n:), 10 die. 

"Tht)' all tan au: fron, behind II".3t 10, In a 
. Yo"i:d rush, II: 15 o! the-m," ,Olid Cap:. Whilr

hud. ''"nley lun:ed " tht aircraft. clawln: at 
each other. It ""as bfdlam. J told Wane 10 
p:ur.: hiS 10 (marhlnr cun) IU .tht Snu:n Vlt"! .. 

: "namese 10 li~e the Amtrlcans I cbance 10 Itt 

'I was mad and helpless. 
, figured this Vias it: 

or:., hu: not to shoot lhrm. Tht ARVN ;um(led 
b"k and .h. Americans p"od In the back 
IU~,·· 

The \'Irtnamtte Iwistrd 0:: SIL Waite', ma: 

one ..... kNl:ked off, 
"I .... , U)inC to plrk It up but my aip 

wouldn', Il10 .... A Loach ... illl tile ",ine ar· 
mor ... carl)' Is buill to carl)' , ... peo",e. jult. 
'wo, It'll carry more, IIul IIOt Ibis &IUIn), IIIOre, 

"nere Mre U PGODIe lNIed lID IIId _'lIIilll. 

all o.er, The American aefllealll In back willi 
th. bloady llanda,e a_nd Ills bud we;ahed 
240 pounds by Ilim .. U. 

". .·al m.d and be!pl.a, All my In'l .... 
ments bid cone wacky. We were kicki.., up 
clouds 01 red dust, It ,Ia.hed In my mind that 
Ihis time I bod llrullll ilout 100 "r. I filured 
Ihil .... II, BUI I .tarled kirkin: the Loaeh'. 
""d. Is, Iryinc 10 .el In the air jusl lor a __ 
mmt. 

"Suddrnly it .t.nr4 tn mo,'c, IU't a lillie 
10;1. I krpt kackln=, Th~ .hlp ..... aimm)'ln, 
a:.J .h,);';.:1: .:: O\'"r. like _'" "'rrr ,o;n,; '0 
pIp In't'IS. But It .lo'Iurd to nounrr up and 
d..,wn. Tnra 1 J%'" il I.) 'pinn;" •• r..,und. AU 
dlfl(,hnn.:a! t~lUml 'U" ." .. 1. Tne VIPtnlmr10e 
..er. all hon~.n; 011 tbe ra:nt sade and the ship 
..... i •• d,n: .;de .. ·.y., . 

··Wr .. ·rt, 'pinn:": .round arod around ill the 
e .... : Ii;':' son,c:t:.m: traIl' Ind ,h"n \\t:"tt 
un:':::'':ln;: orr dO"'n tt:.r rAd. J hr:'lrc.a .nr NVA 
laran, IS .. e bouncod .&, Il, 13 lin ••• ~oin, 10 
ya .~. down th. ro.d and an tho tame the 
ARV!'> "0" st.n h.n~ .. : onlo the s~"'" and 
onto tht It:5 of &he Amtr;c.nl. 

I cou:d ste Int crtts abeld' and k~p"' I 
w~sn't .~OIR: 10 make il .0 J sf:'lflrC dOlnl: 
thrit CUC:t5 .bou: fn,'e froel oU InC' ~r(\ ... nd, J 
GO:\', kr:o\\' h.>u· n:.lr.y i"":'<.ti':e dr"pj)("d oil, but 
R'plry - ht "'ilS circling .. bo\'e nIt - In:d me 
Ihert "'rtf only a:ne on no,,· - onl)' nine _ 
and lomeho,,"' "'e starled 10 lift. 

~'About 23 leel in Irunl 01 u. an NVA in a 

•. ~ ~ : (':';Dtin~~ OD ~ Pa'e':·lO,-....... , • ,: . 

, 

• chlne- r.:n be:t a!1.:i p:.:llr:t )oum 10 &he around. 
He fou;ht hiS wly b~=k to the LO.1Ch .and tbtn 
thr Vlttn~mtse chmbe-~ III O\oe:. s:runllr.:. 
cryin&. trym, 10 Ie: or .. 

. ., 

·'Rlpley. rigr.: bebnd fr.C, ICtuct.eO:: down on 
the roat! for I It-cond. ,..n.· ~;l'I.:.: \4·tl5 t:.a;t;"f'"n. 
ing. and took off 1::8In. ~~1 Ik)~ bc:orc (1\' 
ARV" Jumped on hIS sh,p. . 
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(Calliinued 'I11III Pa .. ') I - - --" • 
di'IY J:,.e. u.ilorm , ..... 1 and ,i,.., "",nl Ilhil poor lillie 'U),. JOI off. tte was Ihe Im.II·1 blank "I UI wilh his 10K .7. Olhers .an ... 1 .. U eal of lhem aU. TIle Dlhers juol fell efl Ibe ' alan, IfIr lreellne Ind be,.n 'lrin:. , ehn,.,..., and coIl.peN, 8uI I Iook.d al him ' -I knew I .. .is IOIklnr hill. I CGUld h.o. Ihe I and h •• a. like some hllf", .. d lillie animal -melAI jU'I ... ·.,in •• '1),. like ""Pfom !,,'PPI~;. ftd .• )'l'd. 'ilth)' .1i,1)'. Iotoo.llOlk.d .n ove, hit Whr. ,h.y ft '!jIhl und'mc"h .. a a II.atnlnl: frOOI and jUil ""1 of ... ndln, ,a.,rc weavin: 'trhn:: whlC"n tht)' Opt:ft UP on )'ou. "tc &ook I • . .ound in Ihe luel'ank and·be~on lpe,,·i.l: ,.s. • ... kll.Jlun: II me. Thra he ..... ped h .. hlnda We look '\\ ... SI •• Ii ..... marhine ,1un hIli In ,OJ. ... ,fIr, ...... 'l'd h,. head. and eoU .. ,..ed.·· til. ,Olnr blade.. hul we were llill nyinl:. R.,'k II h" n". llna ha ••• c.pI. Whilrhe.d .' Th. Jilil. bu:J:)' wouldn'l quil. w., all.rd .. I ......... uttl happen" he hid 10 do '.~OOD SIoTURATES SHIP II III 0\'" Il:aln. II .... id: 
··Anolh.r round •• m. ..,hi up Ihru Ih. "I .L.n·1 k ...... III reluld do II .~ain. Yeah. I pedal. " .. " me, Ihru Ih. Amrrir.,. ..r· wn.IJ ~" II al:a: •• bUI I don'l know ill'd make , •• nl·. hond In bock .nd bl""" blr...U il Ih:s 11m., Th. alllr. I think lboul il th. 'I\'er Ihr wind,h;.ld, By now Ih. shIp.... mo' •• idiculous il seema.·· 

NIU'AI.d "'jlh il. D, .. m 0' 1101. c.pt. Whitehe.d h .. been .'J WIS hl\'in: I ttrrible timt ('or:trolln: .,,'.rdcd ahe SiJver St.r lor br.YeI')' .nd rec-Ihi! .ircr.'1. W. 1I.:~'rcd ju .. up o\'('r Ihe on:m.ndcd 'or the Medal of Honor. ... ""'IOPS .boul • 100 'etl. IIi11 I •• nin, .idt· I' I . Then rh.s onf ARVN era.·led up ',om Itle 
~t~~~lr~~~~lndh~~ • thtre '''"'' no WI, 10 If! in. Got Onf' Irm wrapp..s .round me. Ihen lhe olher ,:n:erlocktd I 
"lIh my .rm. £\'er),lIme he hcard shoo1'n: he .tned (0 C'rl~1 in Iullbrr. He was about to 
make me wreck the ship. which "'.1 "'obbly 
and s:'aJdn:. 1 (oooidn', ,ft In), more .I:uude. 
the fr.;:nf' ,efn~rd .bout 10 C;UII, and this IUY 
bid me *': Ii c!e-llb lrip, We ~·tre I!re.~y· 
I.aning so lar 10 lhe ,iChl rh.1 if he pulled my 
Iiterm: arm ont more inch we Viere IOInI 
into Irees, 

.'J kt~l )·e:irr;~ in my r.dlo 10 my C'omm.nd. 
in: oli;cer ifl) .n: in .no:htr rhDflPfI o\'er. 
h.ad) Ihol If I co .. l~ gel 10 Ihis hili. boslord 
on my ri~hl I ~'ould be" Ih. h.1I oul 0/ h,m. I 
said II "'f f\'C'r landed J WIS ,o;n~ to J:el out 
and jusl beal lb. hvin, h.1I oul 0' hIm. 

·HANG O~ OR D/E' 
"Bul /'\'0 101 10 hand il 10 .11 01 them. I 

<!,."od Ihom II .mile. Ihru 1110 tr •• s, .11 
woundrd .nd bl •• d,n" .nd &hey h.d 1110 lUll 
~ han, on, /1 WIS hane on 0' di •. 

"And Ih • 'lnally wh.n w. IIIld. ,II back 

• 
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(':t Blast Tanks 
.j . 

: Near An Loc 
i Arm" •• 11 AH.1G Cob ..... ~copl .. gunships 

f ~rong 2.7S ... HEAT '00'." "'"'o,ed • 

1 number or SOYlet·bulll T.~ 15& tlnkl opere 

I 8ted by thl! North Vee'Mm ... army ."""11 
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SUBJECT. 

M;ADOUAIIT&U, aRD DlliO_ ISE ,RATIU 
• ,- 'I ,aT ~YAI.IIY DIVISIQN I'I.MO,,I' - , 

omea 01' THE COMMfOKIlNO C" 'lUI.' . 

• '., 

1#0 MIl PIIAN~, • .,~ !f ' 
, , I. I. 'I~, 

I' April 1t7~ i I, c. 
" , 

, J t, 

Letter of 'Commendation . , 
.,' 

~ , ~.: 

" ' 

, , 
I t, 

Commanding Officer ' 
, 229th Assaul t Helicopter 8.ttallp,\ 

3d Brigade (Separate) 
1st Cavalry DIvision (Airmobile) , 
APO San Francl,co 96490 

t, 

j 

I. I wl,h to to.: ,hI, oopo,,".lty to I ..- rod.,! o.~.nl. 
zatlon for the sIgnIfIcant contrIbution "t ha" ma ~ to the 
history of the US Army and Army ."Iatlol 'durl.Q9 the! period 
of 4 through 13, April 1972. The t,crolc, ,ctIo..js.of !rour 
aviators have contrIbuted Immeas,Jrably i '. the pvera I suc-
cess of the ARVN soldIers and US IIdvlsoi I def~ndlng An Loc. ' 
The successful evacuat'ton of apprc,xlmatl' iY 6'I~OO ARVN troop" . 

, , . " . .. ' 
.f·:· 
" 1 • I , ... ,~ 
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and refugees from Bu Dop, while under I, ;ense antlflrcraft, ' 
fire was both a tactical as well .,s a h,,:panlt,rlan victory. . "h' ". 

Heavy automatIc: weapons fire dlq not de:i,r yo\,r troop- ~'-_, 
- carryIng helIcopters from performIng c~ f~lcal relnrorclng , , 

miss ons at Nul Ba Den end An LC!c, The ,Ire ,upport ". 
rendered by your attack helIcopters fr!ll!. both caval ry 
troops and the aerIal field artll\ery b~ttery was pivotal. 
In tipping the scales In favor Iff the ~;rendlll's bn numer-
ous occas Ions. , ' ' 

2, The contributIons of your ol,t,Undl 'Ii mailltenance ' 
organization durIng this period w~re ke to n~ sslon success. 
While flying a total of 4,018 hQurs, wni~h ~;eeded the 
USARV standard by 1,678 hours, ro~r Bvl Itlon ,palntenanee 
pe~sonnei malnta neel ii:i aomlrab e 62.9 I:ercerl'r" operational 
readint;ss rate. ihls re::o.arkablv ,Ircr~,;t iiV41: lability rate _ ". 
Insurea tr.at aIr fossets were ah/iirS .v~: labl~I to 'aupport 
the tactIcal situation. ine mora e, e~ Irlt, "nd ,professional 
eompeter:ce displayed by those hllrlil'.'Oricl,1 9 PO"ifon?e1 hive been 
outstanding .throUlihou~ tltl. crlPfal p"II'o~ ... " 
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• .; ..•.. :. ..... S;' Mlsslori"acconpllshinents such ai-these can on1r be per
formed by well-trained, highly motivated personne • Again, 
let me commend y~u and each of your men for thelr .. gnl'l
cent dlsplll of courage, compassion, and professlonal's~. , 
The 'IRST T AMwtll .'WIY. exl.t a. long as It has men bf 

:~~f~T,'~et~~; of .cOnmendatlon 
" .. . 
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your callb.r.· ,. 
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, JAMES F. HAMLET 
• . Ir I ,ad ler '_nera t, USA - .:.,. -: .. 
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f· -General laIIIl.t, on bebalt of tbe offio.r. aJId "II of tb. III! A1r DJ:dAon, I vub to conv.)' • d •• pest 4ppreciat401l tor 7O'Ul' p8r __ 

• • Clllal cOlIClr. alii! aaai.tee. U extnct.1D, tM~.e_.ed ""VJD8D of OUl' eJl..4. lour k'ndM
., rill elvat. be ;t:beHCI "T _ ottio.r. a mell or W. 01',..1111& Uon." .' ... ,' ' ."-. I ' : I: _ .. - . , : - __ ' 

"'- ;"".,.,':;0: ':'" I p&Z't1~r17 tlia.ak 7OUZ' a-rl.aIOOJi. tbe1r bold ." cowip 

, , .-
.. . " .' action"Oll 15 JUIl. 1972, 1A41cat.e. veat per.~ IIOUYaUOIl pr1d. 1A tbe1r prot ... ion. Becaue. ot tba1r braV.Z7. ,the. 'fulli •• &1" IIOW abl. to prop8r17 uteI' tba1r loftd 011 ••• . I' My I1llcere th&11Ic. &.lid appreciation for 7OUZ' artorta vhich .. d. tbi. operaUOIl a .IICC.... ~ CODY.)' to JGIIZ' ccjl&r&pwa aT1ator. rq apprec1atiOll &lid t.benk. tor a tau well dODe~ '. ' .. 

HUlNli B4 'l'INIi, CoIClllal, VHJF i , Cmm·nc!.r, 3rd £1r DiY1a:1.OIl 
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LTC MoConnell d1lst1lleu111h1ld husolt on1~20-21 June 1972 While aervine 
aD Cc.III"IIUI'ler ot tho hnllcopw alllJilto IIl1ppo1"t.ine tho 111t AlrOor .. ih'lende, 
A1rbc.ne Div1Dion, 1.1'1"1' or til" &Jlub110 or Vie"""lI. Tho ,.t. Ibn Dclo'a 
111c:d.or. ""'II to IIOVIt tl'Olll An WlO, Ai.nh WIne Prov1nI'!I, Rft: a111ne Il1chWI\Y 1, 
to tJle v10inUy or Ton CllJlb XT 75g762 tor Ail' extraotion. !h" 111t Abn 
We en(.'Dcnd in ·tloroo, Ul'utol, 1'lehtinC rith an 11l0III)' rCt!illont 111 b,mlcera 
alone QL 13 lind thl plclNp IOno. Due to tho hem¥), tichtinr. 111111 Int-onoo 
fI'Oullfl-tn-nil' tll'o d1l'cctn.1 t.owllnln t.ho hoUaupl.cra, t.he rtr:kup :o.ono lind 
to bo roloCllt,",l on two larforl..'IIt. or-clmin ... o .von tholl[.oh 1\0 r1.r:kup v". 
1I~~e on the 10th an~ 20th Junc, due to heo¥)' cround aLtackll IlCU1nst the 
10t Airbonc 9ri,,4de, ~rc McConnell utill.ad all the hollcopt.er 03MOt.. 
lit h1ll cr.mmnrrc:l to osdnt In t.urliinc h"ck thr. enemy attAckll. '!'hrourhnllt 
thonn tw" .1"111 LTC .lcConnf·\l rlow rrn,.: 0Ilrl1111ft'l'lltn!! t.a lllt.c Ivenin!, in 
hin C:.C, cuor.I1""l.1nC .. lrol.rlklln,· .. rtlll,,1")' tlrl:, cnbrll Illol·J: •• ," "".1 ni.l' 
C,.VII 1ry nl'fll'l1 t.i onn. J)ur lllL t.nlHle t.wn rillYII Me Jolcc,.ullo t1 cCllltlllllolla l,y 
o]lI<lr:o.1 h,,"vy r",,"11 ft""11 riM', .,0 r:1I1., ~III cII1. rlro nnd tolll. 1I.,w h" .. t 
nooHnr. ~:.A-'I n,1111110 ilL lnw lovol flit:h1. La IlnOliro J'J'CIpcr o"prdinntlon of 
1111 ""1I0~D. On 1.1&0 201.11 or Juno I.hn IIIIt.l-alrClrllrt. tiro WIlli 110 illt.r.n:lO 
1.hnL low holicoptllr L"mnhipa v,.rA .. hut duwn vIt.hin 1II1nut.ao by SA-7'1I. 
Thl'UIl;),,,,.t thiN ~rc McConnon CClnLifllloil 1.0 Btu)' on B""elan, rlyinC low 
level to uaais1. in th" Benrch tor t.he d.,wn craft.. Undoterred boY .lJIo 
hCIIVY !'iro L'~C NcConnoll. cont1.flllcd 1.110 lCurch lIIlt11 both dovnCld a1rcrutt. 
woro 10Cl11.0I1 0111.1 f:l"oWld troop::; "o .. ld be f'u1ded t.a t.hc n1rcrllrt.. On 21 
Juno ;:''C McConnoll, al."lIin rlyinr. c:..c, iJecnn Lile dlrcction or th" IIIIC

ccS,ltlll oxLMctior. 10110 101. Airbono ""j :· .. dfl. At:llin the ,Iicku!, ;:UIIO VI\S 
rJ.n,'o,1 by 1111','0. do~ol'r.lnoJ eUEIIl'y forec. Dtltt.'rnlnod to nco"::'p11all the 
r.\i~:;ion Li'C :ICCOlltlClt, brIlYi.n:: th .. cn.;;,y continuou. hOllvy I'I'CI;;;;J to nil' 
f:'rr" kopt hi:J hlll1copter OVRr t.lle: Jli.clcup Zor,e coordin:,til'L.' thn con
tinuo,,:, ulrstt'ikos, helicopter eun:;hipD urtl11el")' IlIIJ .. , r CIIVo.lry to 
s_:."rcn, the enClllY tire. A~dr. two Itore cunnhiplI VQro shot Jow. by t.he 
:;f,-7 Ir.i9<lP.~ "n·1 liS bofore r,i'C lIeConno11 exposcd hill aircrurt. to the 
he .. vy fire t.o dl:-ect the success!'oJl iiiI' rescue or the downed crcwmen.Derll. 
:'r.ro,,~no\:t thE rc::-.ainder ct the d3Y as t.ile air ext.rllctlon continued L'rc 
::cCor.r.ell repeatedly ex!'Osed his hircr"Ir. t.o insure tile :luccesstul air 
ex·.ract.ior.. ..7C ::cCor"'Ie11'8 e!,Iorts and bravery vere heavily responsible 
fe:- t:'" ere,", t success ot the air extraction and the hc .. vy lIItount of CIIII

ual1 tie~ tr.e e:-.e::-.y suttered. There were 96 enn:r.y killed during the t.hree 
duj' of fi~iltinc wi til 32 ene:ny killed b;r ,dr support of all typeR al)d two 
PC;':' 8 lr,cl..a~::~ ,,". er,elr.y company COl'; <lIr"ler. L7C j·:CConnell' II re;·"!Il1.~d 
e.et~ of brbvery of t::e 19tt., 2Jt.h J ... 'I(; ar.,j e:;pecially t.he 21r.t Dr June, 
v(,ro liT. ir .• pi r .. tlC1r, to 01.1 vho Rp.rvcd I'i:h hi:r.. His telloll Avi4tor8 
'insrired by t;'i~ cXIIlr.plc of dlirinc brllvery, leader.hip and dBtormln8~ 
tinl. 1.0 I1ccorr.jll1llh the 1I:1m:lun, lie/dr. ',1lI1 1l(:1I1n flow inl.c the houY)' ennn\)' 
fire to DoJCCOOsrlllly cumpletc the oxLrllction oI t.he 1 at Airoono Tir1L'IIde. 

a tA cJI- ... u~...a...I~~_ 
C!J.RF.;;CE E. IlONAUlSC}; 
Ocp 5r Mv 
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Ph, -rn;ch : "'1': ."TIIVY - DU . , 
IliOO Anh : PbdiI, 0 A/C'I1.C-
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PilAT IIANII NOAY : 21-'-llft 
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Np; lJ-' ..r. q" •• !I'nm. nUt. 
tmuyF.N - VAN ~.IINII TtI''''f"h 
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