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 Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 
FOR A NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION.
205 Portland Street  •  Boston, MA 02114  •  Web: www.coadylaw.com

  DIAGNOSED WITH  

MESOTHELIOMA?

 As former Marines and Sailors, we served 

together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, 

we’ll fi ght this disease with you today. 

Attorneys at Coady Law fi rm have successfully 

represented veterans in Mesothelioma claims 

nationwide for two decades. We’ve helped 

them understand their rights—and secured 

millions for their families in just compensation.

Trust in the experience of shipmates who 

served with you. Contact the Coady Law Firm. 

Receive a FREE, no obligation consultation.

 Bud Coady
Harvard, 1979
USMC, 1979-89, 1991
Gulf War Veteran

Attorney at Law

 Dave Fanikos
 Harvard, 1985
USMC 1986-1989

Attorney at Law

 IT’S TIME TO 
RETURN FIRE.

TURN TO FELLOW 
VETERANS.



Send to:  Premier Care in Bathing, 2330 South Nova Rd.,
South Daytona, Florida 32119

Be able to bathe
safely and worry-free
with a Premier Care in 
Bathing Walk-In Bath.
Independence and security are only a phone 
call away. If you or a loved one struggle 
taking a bath, contact us at  Premier Care in 
Bathing about our extensive range of walk-
in baths.
  •   Enjoy a relaxing bath again without the 

fear of  slipping or falling.
  •   The walk-in door feature allows

easy access and exiting.
  • warm air jets
     soothe away your aches and pains.

  •   Our full service team can do most any install, 
and in most cases in just one-two days.

As 
See

n

O
n 

TV!
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Telephone (Required for Processing) (                 ) Email

Address 

City State Zip

❏✔  Yes! Please send me a FREE COLOR BROCHURE 
about Premier Care Walk-In Baths.

Ease of Use,
Peace of Mind.

Veterans’
Discount
Available

Proudly made 
in the USA

4443

1-800-313-1694
PROMO CODE 4443

CALL NOW • TOLL FREE

www.GoToPremierBath.com

THE FIRST BATH 
COMMENDED BY THE 

ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION
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26  Ex-GIs Battle 
for the Ballot 
In the tiny town of Athens, Tenn., history was 

made in 1946. Recently back from WWII, 

hardened veterans were not about to stand by 

as their hometown was politically corrupted. 

After fi ghting for their constitutional rights 

overseas, the vets protected them at home.       

BY KELLY GIBSON        

30  Without Firing a Shot: 
Occupation Duty as 
VFW Qualifi er        
For 113 years, veterans who occupied former 

belligerents have been eligible for member-

ship. From Cuba in 1898 to Cold War Berlin in 

1990, GIs served overseas earning the right to 

join the organization yet never faced combat.                                                                                                                                          

BY ROBERT WIDENER             
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‘Victory or Death’: Ancient Olympic Sports     
Some suggest that Greece saw sports as training for war. And 

one naturally wonders, even today, if great athletes necessarily 
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addresses the fi rst point; the reader will have to decide the second.                        
BY KATHERINE DAWSON 
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36  Last Days of the 
Infantry in Vietnam, 1972     
By midpoint of the war’s last year, only 2,400 

(under 5% of the U.S. total) GIs remained in 

ground combat units. Their story has been 

left largely untold until now. 

SIDEBAR: Whatever Happened to the 3rd 

Battalion, 21st Infantry?                           

BY RICHARD K. KOLB   
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The Afghanistan Honor Roll. 

46  M-1 Garand Rifl e: 
‘The Greatest Battle 
Implement Ever Devised’  
Infantrymen in WWII and Korea swore 

by the weapon that became known as the 

“GI’s Best Friend.” For many, it was a tool of 

survival. It stood up to the elements in the 

fi eld from 1936 through 1957.                  

BY JOHN L. PLASTER      
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Turn down the lights. Raise the curtain. Your wait is over.
After 89 years, this classic is back on stage. And it’s clear

that the old black magic is as powerful as ever. This is what
happens when “fashionably late” meets “right on time.”
Inspired by one of the world’s first automatic wristwatches, we
have painstakingly crafted the Stauer Midnight Meisterzeit to
meet the demanding standards of vintage watch collectors.
And for a limited time it’s yours for under $100!  

Your new watch is history. That legendary original was a
rare prototype, hand-built by a master of the mechanical arts.
The idea that we could recreate it seemed as far-fetched as
repainting Picasso. Until we realized it was possible to make our
version even better. Its startling good looks get all the attention,
but this watch is more than just tall, dark and handsome.

Why our “new antique” is
better than the original. We
found a way to engineer the
Midnight Meisterzeit with a
much higher level of precision.
The 27-ruby-jewel movement uti-
lizes an automatic self-winding
mechanism inspired by the 1923
patent, but built on $31 million
in state-of-the-art Swiss machinery.
Imagine putting a 21st-century
performance engine into the

body of a 1920s roadster. The Midnight Meisterzeit is powered
entirely by the movement of your body. It never needs batteries
and never needs to be wound. It secures with a genuine black
leather strap and is water-resistant to 3 ATMs.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Order the Stauer
Midnight Meisterzeit and claim a piece of watchmaking history
in a rare design priced to wear everyday. If you’re not captivated
with the Midnight Meisterzeit, simply return it within 30 days
for a full refund of your purchase price. But we’re convinced
that once you experience life after Midnight, you’ll find
there’s no reason to be afraid of the dark!

Another Stauer Exclusive Not In Stores
Stauer Midnight Meisterzeit Timepiece—$395
Now $99 +S&P
Call now to take advantage of this extremely limited offer.

1-800-721-0297
Promotional Code MMW173-01
Please mention this code when you call.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. MMW173-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337
www.stauer.com

WATCH SPECS: - 27-jeweled Vertex automatic movement  - Exhibition back  
- Genuine black leather band fits wrists 7 1/4"–9 1/8"

Stauer®
The balance wheel and escapement
can be seen under the Cotswold™

crystal and exhibition back. 

Stauer has a Better Business 
Bureau Rating of A+

Life in the Past Lane

Limited to 
5,000 pieces…
Order Today!

A watch legend comes back in black! Wear the Midnight Meisterzeit for ONLY $99!    

Smar t  Luxur ies—Surpr is ing  Pr ices

Meisterzeit

“Awesome dress
watch...I have
received many
compliments.

Excellent quality.”
- J. from 

Louisville, KY
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A
momentous event 

occurred in 2011: 

the war in Iraq 

ended. After near-

ly nine years of 

headline-making 

news, the 1.5 million veterans 

of that war are quickly fading 

from public view. 

Preoccupied with domestic 

economic concerns and elec-

toral politics, the American 

people and the news media 

have largely moved on. 

That is not a luxury VFW 

can afford. The issues that 

matter most to the youngest 

generation of war veter-

ans must remain front and 

center on VFW’s agenda. 

And that is why recogni-

tion is a top priority in the 

publications, legislative and 

community arenas. It is our 

collective goal to focus atten-

tion on the needs of Iraq and 

Afghanistan veterans. 

The magazine, special com-

memorative publications and 

the convention program pro-

vide the symbolic recognition. 

Meanwhile, VFW Posts sup-

ported by national headquar-

ters departments, as well as 

the Washington Offi ce, have 

provided direct backing. 

VFW members in local 

communities have demon-

strated tangible home front 

support all along. But now 

the struggle is increasingly 

centered in the nation’s capi-

tal and corporate offi ces. 

Budgetary battles, of 

course, are on the front burn-

er. Paying for war seems a lot 

easier than paying for its con-

sequences, namely the direct 

effects on the warriors. 

Smoothing the transition 

to civilian life for returning 

vets should be everyone’s 

business. That translates into 

long-term health care, educa-

tion and employment.  

Medical care includes 

not only for the physically 

wounded, but the psychologi-

cally affl icted as well. Treating 

traumatic brain injury and 

emotional stress is an impor-

tant fi rst step. Peace of mind is 

crucial for success in life. No 

commitment of mental health 

counseling resources is too 

great to achieve this end, espe-

cially when it can save lives.

It is no secret that a college 

degree or vocational training 

is often the path to a meaning-

ful career. Tremendous strides 

were made with passage of 

the Post-9/11 GI Bill. Now it’s 

time to secure those gains by 

protecting enrolled vets from 

institutions of higher learn-

ing that don’t have their best 

interests at heart.       

Incorporating veterans 

into the workplace is every 

American’s responsibility. 

But as fellow vets, VFW 

members are uniquely quali-

fi ed to sing the praises of 

veterans for their work ethic. 

Paving the way for disabled 

vets must be a top priority 

and ensuring the reemploy-

ment rights of reservists is a 

societal obligation.

As the nation’s oldest orga-

nization of war-zone veter-

ans, we are ideally suited to 

clear the trail to a successful 

transition. Let’s show what 

we stand for by welcoming 

Iraq and Afghanistan vets 

home with concrete step-

pingstones to success.       
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Though the nation as a whole has pressing 

domestic concerns, those who protect it 

worldwide cannot be forgotten in the shu�  e. 

By VFW Commander-in-Chief Richard De Noyer

EDITORIAL OFFICE

Address all communications for publication to:
The Editor
VFW Magazine
406 W. 34th St., Suite 523
Kansas City, MO 64111
 (816) 756-3390, Fax 816-968-1169. 
www.vfw.org;  magazine@vfw.org

VFW magazine is protected through trade-
mark reg is tra tion in the United States and in 
the foreign countries where VFW magazine 
circulates.

VFW magazine (ISSN 0161-8598) is published 
10 times a year by Veterans of Foreign Wars, 406 
West 34th Street, Kansas City, MO 64111. Non-
profi t standard class postage paid at Thomaston, 
Ga., and additional mailing offi ces.

Publications Agreement No. 1476947

Available on recording for the blind and those 
with physical handicaps that preclude reading 
material. Contact: magazine@vfw.org. 

SUBMISSIONS

Unsolicited manu scripts and pho to graphs must 
be ac com pa nied by return postage and no re spon-
si bil i ty is assumed for safe han dling. Poetry 
submissions not accepted. VFW mag a zine is 
available in microfi lm from NA Publishing, Inc., 
P.O. Box 998, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-0998. 
Payment of membership dues includes $1.98 for 
a year’s subscription to VFW magazine.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS   

dataentry@vfw.org
Forward address changes to: 
Data Entry, VFW, 406 W. 34th St., Kansas 
City, MO 64111. Be sure to furnish your old 
ad dress, also your Post number, when request-
ing change to new address. To ensure accuracy, 
please clip and enclose your present address as 
printed on a recent copy of VFW magazine.

NON-MEMBER SUBSCRIPTIONS

U.S. and its possessions, $15 per year, $1.50 per 
copy. For subscription in other countries, $20 per 
year. Make checks payable to VFW Magazine 
and send to: Stacey Winning, 406 W. 34th St., 
Kansas City, MO 64111. 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

Richard L. De Noyer

VFW OBJECTIVES 
To ensure the national security through 

maximum military strength.
To speed the rehabilitation of the nation’s 

disabled and needy veterans.
To assist the widows and orphans and 

the de pen dents of disabled and needy 
veterans.

To promote Americanism through 
education in pa tri o tism and 
constructive service to the 
communities in which we live.

Offi cial publication of the 
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 

OF THE UNITED STATES

Copyright, 2012, by the
Vet er ans of Foreign Wars 

of the Unit ed States

MEMBER AUDIT BUREAU OF CIRCULATION

(ISSN 0161 - 8598)

FROM THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

STAFF

PUBLISHER, DIRECTOR OF PUB LI CA TIONS 

     AND EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: Richard K. Kolb

SENIOR EDITOR: Tim Dyhouse 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR: Janie Blankenship

SENIOR WRITER: Kelly Gibson

EDITORIAL ASSOCIATE:  Katherine Dawson

ART DIRECTOR: Robert Widener

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Pat Botbyl

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE

GLM Communications, Inc.

Gerald Massa, Vice President

     Digital/Print Media  

242 West 27th Street, Suite 1B     

New York, NY 10001     

(212) 929-1300  FAX 212-929-9574 

E-mail: info@glmcommunications.com

Command Post



©2007-2012 ICM
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YES. I wish to order the following War Veteran Service Watch, featuring my Service Branch or 
Career Emblem, War Medal and Ribbon, personalized with my initials, years served and Post #.
WWII     Korea     Vietnam     Desert Storm     Iraq     Afghanistan (Not Shown)
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Marines Used 1895 
Lee Navy Rifl e 
“America’s ‘Foreign’ Service 

Rifl e” (May) about the Krag-

Jorgensen misidentifi ed the 

weapons in the photo on 

page 42. Those Marines are 

armed with the Model 1895 

Lee Navy, a straight-pull bolt 

action in caliber .236/6mm. 

It was the fi rst U.S. military 

rifl e to be loaded by a strip-

per clip, and was the small-

est caliber adopted until the 

5.56mm (.223). 

All Marine companies on 

Cuba were equipped with 

the Lee. Its fi rst use in com-

bat was at Guantanamo Bay 

by the 1st Marine Battalion 

during the battles of Camp 

McCalla and Cuzco Wells, 

June 9-14, 1898. At the latter 

fi refi ght, the Lee rifl e effec-

tively engaged concentra-

tions of Spanish troops at up 

to 1,200 yards. Marines used 

it in Peking in 1900. Far East 

Marine battalions were the 

fi rst to receive the Krag.  

Designed by James Paris 

Lee and manufactured by 

Winchester Repeating Arms 

Company, about 15,000 were 

made. After 1900, it was 

mostly replaced by the Krag 

in Navy/Marine service. It 

was fi nally phased out com-

pletely in 1907. 

ROBERT WHITE, 

SUMMERFIELD, N.C.   

Memorials Honor 
Afghanistan/Iraq 
Vets
Re: “Memorials Salute 

Afghanistan and Iraq Fallen” 

(May) should have identifi ed 

the opening photo as the I 

Marine Expeditionary Force 

Memorial, which includes 

a division, aircraft wing, 

logistics group and headquar-

ters group, totaling 45,000 

Marines and sailors. This was 

an interesting and informative 

piece.

PAUL MINER, 

PLATTE COUNTY, WYO.

 

The National War on 

Terrorism Memorial in 

Hillcrest Memorial Park 

cemetery in Hermitage, Pa., 

has doubled in size (from 

six to 12 panels). A stainless 

steel frame with glass for the 

12th panel was installed May 

21-22, 2012. As of that date, 

6,906 names dating back to 

1975 are etched on the panels. 

Every two weeks, cemetery 

staff etches the newest names.   

TOM FLYNN, PRESIDENT OF 

THE NWTM FOUNDATION

Kids Serving 
as Soldiers 
Because “’What I Had Long 

Wished to Be—A Soldier’” 

(June/July) covered only the 

Revolutionary War, some 

noteworthy boys were not 

included from later wars.

They include David 

Glasgow Farragut, 9, who 

began his naval service as 

a midshipman on the USS 

Essex in 1811, and served dur-

ing the entire War of 1812. 

He later became America’s 

fi rst Navy admiral. 

David Coleman, 16, served 

aboard the USS John Adams 

in the War of 1812. William 

Graham, 12, enlisted as a 

drummer in 1801 and par-

ticipated in the war against 

Tripoli’s pirates. Samuel 

Coridell, 13, was a drummer in 

the 1815 confl ict with Algiers. 

Boys in Arms promises to be a 

very interesting series.  

JOSHUA POLLARINE, 

MISSOULA, MONT. 

Thought you might be 

interested to know that 

there is an organization for 

“kid soldiers” —Veterans of 

Underage Military Service 

(VUMS). From 1940 to 1960, 

an estimated 250,000 kids 

ages 12 through 16 enlisted 

in the armed forces. They 

included women as young as 

13 who joined during WWII. 

VUMS has produced fi ve 

books about all of them. 

BILL MORGAN, 

NATIONAL COMMANDER, 

GALLOWAY, OHIO 

Medal of Honor 
Continues to 
Intrigue 
I read with great interest 

“At the Pinnacle of Heroism: 

The Medal of Honor” 

(June/July). The sidebar 

titled “Medal of Honor: 

Fascinating Facts” left out 

some important information. 

For instance, there are 

actually at least six total cases 

where a Medal of Honor 

recipient saved the life of 

another: Pat Brady-Webster 

Anderson (Vietnam), 

William Hills-Joel Lyman 

(Civil), Henry Hogan-Henry 

Romeyn (Indian), William 

Schmidt-John Kountz and 

Theo Rodenbough (Civil) 

and William Dixon, Amos 

Chapman and George W. 

Smith (Indian campaigns)—

not clear who saved whom.

There were seven sets 

of brothers awarded the 

Medal of Honor: fi ve were 

during the Civil War (Black, 

Capehart, Galloway, Pond 

and Thompson), one in 

the Spanish-American 

War (Harry and William 

Miller) and one during two 

wars (Gaujot brothers for 

the Philippines War and 

Mexican border, 1911). 

A great deal of information 

can be found at our website: 

www.mohhsus.com. 

WILLIAM SWEENEY, MEDAL 

OF HONOR HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY OF THE U.S.       

 

To correct a slight typo—

Thomas Norris held the rank 

of lieutenant when he was 

rescued by Michael Thornton 

on Oct. 31, 1972. 

 PAUL ZIMMERMAN, 

UDT 21/SEAL TEAM 2 

 

Mail Call

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Civil War Vets & Baseball
Re: “Civil War Vets Helped Popularize the National Pastime” 

(May). It was a pleasure to fi nd that this article was care-

fully researched and sourced. The most current list of major 

league players and managers who were Civil War vets now 

numbers 37. 

Navy vets Thomas Patterson and George Zettlein (he 

had an extensive service record followed by an impressive 

ball-playing career) are included. William C. “Cherokee” 

Fisher spent a lengthy term as a POW in the notorious 

Andersonville Prison; then had a long professional career. 

Two other prominent owners—John T. Brush and Arthur 

Soden—were veterans, bringing the total to fi ve.

PETER MORRIS, AUTHOR, BUT DIDN’T WE HAVE FUN?: AN 

INFORMAL HISTORY OF BASEBALL’S PIONEER ERA 1843-1870

continued on page 9 ➤



DIABETES DAMAGES NERVES
which may cause shooting,

burning, pins-and-needles pain.
Lyrica is believed to work on these damaged nerves.

Prescription Lyrica is not for everyone. Tell your doctor right away about any serious allergic reaction that causes swelling of 
the face, mouth, lips, gums, tongue, throat or neck or any trouble breathing or that affects your skin. Lyrica may cause suicidal 
thoughts or actions in a very small number of people. Call your doctor right away if you have new or worsening depression, 
suicidal thoughts or actions, or unusual changes in mood or behavior.  Lyrica may cause swelling of your hands, legs and feet. 
Some of the most common side effects of Lyrica are dizziness and sleepiness. Do not drive or work with machines until you 
know how Lyrica affects you. Other common side effects are blurry vision, weight gain, trouble concentrating, dry mouth, and 
feeling “high.” Also, tell your doctor right away about muscle pain along with feeling sick and feverish, or any changes in your 
eyesight including blurry vision or any skin sores if you have diabetes. You may have a higher chance of swelling, hives or gaining 
weight if you are also taking certain diabetes or high blood pressure medicines. Do not drink alcohol while taking Lyrica. You 
may have more dizziness and sleepiness if you take Lyrica with alcohol, narcotic pain medicines, or medicines for anxiety. If you 
have had a drug or alcohol problem, you may be more likely to misuse Lyrica. Tell your doctor if you are planning to father a 
child. Talk with your doctor before you stop taking Lyrica or any other prescription medication.

Please see Important Risk Information for Lyrica on the following page.

To learn more visit www.lyrica.com or call toll-free 1-888-9-LYRICA (1-888-959-7422).
You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA.
Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088. PBP457503-01  ©2012 Pfi zer Inc. All rights reserved. April 2012 

Get specifi c
treatment to lower

the degree of this pain.

LYRICA is FDA approved to treat Diabetic Nerve Pain (or pain from Diabetic Peripheral Neuropathy).
This pain can worsen over time. LYRICA provides effective pain relief so patients feel better.* In some patients, Lyrica 
can provide signifi cant pain relief in as early as the fi rst week of treatment. And, you should know, Lyrica is not a narcotic.†

*Individual results may vary. †Those who have had a drug or alcohol problem are more likely to misuse Lyrica.

Relief is possible. Ask your doctor about Lyrica today.

Artist depiction

PA I N



IMPORTANT FACTS (LEER-i-kah)

BEFORE STARTING LYRICA, continued
• Avandia® (rosiglitazone)*, Avandamet® (rosiglitazone and

metformin)* or Actos® (pioglitazone)** for diabetes. You
may have a higher chance of weight gain or swelling of
your hands or feet.

• Narcotic pain medicines (such as oxycodone), tranquilizers or
medicines for anxiety (such as lorazepam). You may have a
higher chance for dizziness and sleepiness.

• Any medicines that make you sleepy

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION ABOUT LYRICA
LYRICA may cause serious, even life threatening, allergic reactions.
Stop taking LYRICA and call your doctor right away if you
have any signs of a serious allergic reaction:
• Swelling of your face, mouth, lips, gums, tongue, throat or neck
• Have any trouble breathing
• Rash, hives (raised bumps) or blisters
Like other antiepileptic drugs, LYRICA may cause suicidal thoughts
or actions in a very small number of people, about 1 in 500.
Call your doctor right away if you have any symptoms,
especially if they are new, worse or worry you, including:
• New or worsening depression
• Suicidal thoughts or actions
• Unusual changes in mood or behavior
Do not stop LYRICA without first talking with your doctor.
LYRICA may cause swelling of your hands, legs and feet.
This swelling can be a serious problem with people with
heart problems.
LYRICA may cause dizziness or sleepiness.
Do not drive a car, work with machines, or do other
dangerous things until you know how LYRICA affects you.
Ask your doctor when it is okay to do these things.

ABOUT LYRICA
LYRICA is a prescription medicine used in adults 18 years and older
to treat:
• Pain from damaged nerves that happens with diabetes or

that follows healing of shingles
• Partial seizures when taken together with other seizure

medicines
• Fibromyalgia (pain all over your body)
Who should NOT take LYRICA:
• Anyone who is allergic to anything in LYRICA

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF LYRICA
LYRICA may cause serious side effects, including:
• See “Important Safety Information About LYRICA.”
• Muscle problems, pain, soreness or weakness along with

feeling sick and fever
• Eyesight problems including blurry vision
• Weight gain. Weight gain may affect control of diabetes and

can be serious for people with heart problems.
• Feeling “high”
If you have any of these symptoms, tell your doctor right away.
The most common side effects of LYRICA are:
• Dizziness • Trouble concentrating
• Blurry vision • Swelling of hands and feet
• Weight gain • Dry mouth
• Sleepiness
If you have diabetes, you should pay extra attention to your
skin while taking LYRICA and tell your doctor of any sores
or skin problems.

HOW TO TAKE LYRICA
Do:
• Take LYRICA exactly as your doctor tells you. Your

doctor will tell you how much to take and when to take it.
Take LYRICA at the same times each day.

• Take LYRICA with or without food.
Don’t:
• Drive a car or use machines if you feel dizzy or sleepy

while taking LYRICA.
• Drink alcohol or use other medicines that make you

sleepy while taking LYRICA.
• Change the dose or stop LYRICA suddenly.

You may have headaches, nausea, diarrhea, or trouble
sleeping if you stop taking LYRICA suddenly.

• Start any new medicines without first talking
to your doctor.

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
• Ask your doctor or pharmacist. This is only a brief summary

of important information.
• Go to www.lyrica.com or call

1-866-459-7422 (1-866-4LYRICA).

Uninsured? Need help paying for Pfizer
medicines? Pfizer has programs that
can help. Call 1-866-706-2400 or visit
www.PfizerHelpfulAnswers.com.

PARKE–DAVIS, Division of Pfizer Inc., New York, NY 10017
©2010 Pfizer Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in the USA.
Version January 2010

*Avandia and Avandamet are registered trademarks of GlaxoSmithKline.
**Actos is a registered trademark of Takeda Chemicals Industries, Ltd., and

is used under license by Takeda Pharmaceuticals of America, Inc., and
Eli Lilly and Co.

Rx only

BEFORE STARTING LYRICA
Tell your doctor about all your medical conditions, including if you:
• Have had depression, mood problems or suicidal thoughts or

behavior
• Have or had kidney problems or dialysis
• Have heart problems, including heart failure
• Have a bleeding problem or a low blood platelet count
• Have abused prescription medicines, street drugs or alcohol

in the past
• Have ever had swelling of your face, mouth, tongue, lips,

gums, neck, or throat (angioedema)
• Plan to father a child. It is not known if problems seen in

animal studies can happen in humans.
• Are pregnant, plan to become pregnant or are breastfeeding.

It is not known if LYRICA will harm your unborn baby.
You and your doctor should decide whether you should take
LYRICA or breast-feed, but not both.

Tell your doctor about all your medicines. Include over-the-
counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements.
LYRICA and other medicines may affect each other causing
side effects. Especially tell your doctor if you take:
• Angiotensin converting enzyme (ACE) inhibitors. You may

have a higher chance for swelling and hives.
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In lieu of medals, 

Confederate soldiers some-

times received “letters of 

praise” for their bravery. 

But at least in one case some 

did. In the 1870s, Virginia 

Military Institute awarded its 

Confederate Medal of Valor 

to members of the Corps of 

Cadets (some as young as 14) 

who participated in the 1863 

Battle of New Market.

  WILLIAM BANKS,

 NEW MARKET, MD.

“The Pinnacle of Heroism” 

and “‘What I Had Longed 

to Be’ ” are just exceptional 

articles for their respective 

inspiration. Great job—they 

both rate an A+. 

FRANK E. WHELAN, 

BRANFORD, CONN. 

Con Thien Finally 
Remembered 
Thank you for “Hill 48: A 

Battle for Con Thien” (June/

July) and the recognition 

given the 3rd Battalion, 

26th Marines. In honor of 

all Marines who were in 

“Leatherneck Square,” a part 

of Parris Island is so named. 

Semper Fi.  

 CYNTHIA RATLIFF, 

CORDOVA, ALA.

As a veteran of this battle, 

I want to say how much I 

appreciate the article. Now I 

can share my story with fam-

ily and friends. 

DAVID NUGENT, E-MAIL

It was wonderful to fi nally 

see an article on Con Thien 

—the meat-grinder.  As a 

member of K Co., 3rd Bn., 

4th Marines (attached to the 

9th Marines), a lot my friends 

died making sure the North 

Vietnamese did not come 

across Con Thien in the sum-

mer of 1967. 

Thanks for this story. My 

wife read it, and now she bet-

ter understands me.  

  MICHAEL G. REAGAN, 

E-MAIL

 

I enjoyed “Hill 48,” but 

wanted to point out a small 

error. I am sure the author 

meant to write the Ontos 

had 106mm recoilless rifl es. I 

served in Vietnam on a jeep-

mounted 106.  

 RICHARD MACLEOD, 

DOWAGIAC, MICH. 

 

Thanks for the article on 

Hill 48. I was present for 

the actions of Sept. 7-10 and 

remained with the battalion 

throughout that month. Vets 

of the 3rd Battalion, 26th 

Marines, might be interested 

to know that it has an active 

reunion association and web-

site: www.326Marines.org.  

WALT WHITESIDES, E-MAIL

Thank you for writing 

about 3/26. We all appreci-

ate it. As a member of 2nd 

Platoon, I was wounded and 

evacuated on Sept. 11 and 

returned to India Company 

in October. 

An interesting note about 

Navy Cross recipient James 

Barrett: at one time a Georgia 

tobacco farmer, he was quite 

a guy. The story goes that 

when Marine offi cers went 

to present his medal, he came 

in from the tobacco fi elds, 

accepted it and went right 

back to work.      

MIKE PADULA, E-MAIL

Capt. Frank Bynum, not 

mentioned, was later KIA.

CHUCK COFTY, 

CHARLOTTE, N.C.

Springfi eld ’03 
in the Sights 
“Springfi eld ’03 Saw Combat 

Worldwide” (June/July) by 

John Plaster is typical of the 

gushing love affair military 

historians have with this rifl e. 

Some 75% of Doughboys 

used the M1917, a British 

design refi tted for U.S. 

rounds, during WWI. The 

American Enfi eld, a forgotten 

star of U.S. arms, was the real 

hero-rifl e of the Great War. 

 MARK ANICH, OMAHA, NEB.

 

The photo on page 43 must 

have been misidentifi ed. The 

rifl e being fi red appears to 

be a British short magazine 

Lee-Enfi eld MK III caliber 

.303. It is distinctive in that 

the fore stock extends almost 

to the front sight and the 

bayonet stud is below the 

barrel. Also, the back packs 

on the troops pictured are 

not the same as those issued 

to WWI-era Doughboys.  

HERBERT GOLDSTEIN, 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO.

 

This is just a note to say 

how much I enjoy read-

ing the Shoulder Arms in 

America’s Wars series.  My 

Post, 2866, has two Krag 

rifl es displayed above the 

bar. Keep up the good work!     

FRANK REIS, 

ST. CHARLES CO., MO.  

Commemorating 
the War of 1812
“USS Constitution Museum 

Evokes Memories of War 

of 1812” (June/July) by 

Matthew Brenckle was well 

done and a complimen-

tary piece, which will surely 

encourage visitors to see the 

ship and museum.

But please note that “Old 

Ironsides” is berthed in 

Charlestown Navy Yard. The 

missing “w” makes all the 

difference. 

R.P. DOUGLAS, NATICK, MASS.

Editor’s Note: This typo-

graphical error was entirely 

the fault of the editor (and 

not the author).  I have been 

severely chastised.  

The photo caption 

accompanying the sidebar 

“Commemoration a State 

Affair in America” (June/

July) should have said that 

Francis Scott Key was a 

delegate invited aboard the 

ship to seek the release of Dr. 

William Beanes. Scott was 

detained until the bombard-

ment ended because he knew 

the British strength.     

 JERRY ROMESBURG, E-MAIL

Editor’s Note: VFW Posts 

in the Buffalo, N.Y., area, are 

actively participating in War 

of 1812 commemorations. 

Re-enactor Keith Treacher 

of Post 3068 led a special 

ceremony and memorial ser-

vice in June at the Garrison 

Cemetery National Historic 

Site in Cheektowaga, N.Y., 

for 500 soldiers killed in 1813 

and buried in mass graves. 

A reception followed at Post 

6251 in that town.    

Quincy’s Unique 
Memorial 
“Vietnam Fallen Not 

Forgotten in Quincy” (May) 

was enlightening in that this 

Massachusetts city had such 

a high proportion of fatali-

ties in the war. As a former 

Quincy resident (until 1965), 

this story had special mean-

ing for me.  Thanks for writ-

ing the article and giving the 

city the credit it deserves. 

 WALT WENGEFELD, 

FLORIDA

Homestead Act 
Helped Many 
I enjoyed “Homestead Act 

Allows Vets to Live Off 

Land” (May). Widows of 

fallen veterans also were 

given preference for a home-

stead. One of my ancestors 

of the 1st Iowa Cavalry 

was captured and died in a 

Confederate prison camp. 

But his wife was able to 

secure land in northwest 

Iowa under the act.

 LUTHER DAPPEN, 

FLANDREAU, S.D.

Mail Call   continued from page 6
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Taps 150th 
Anniversary 
Celebrated
On May 19, in Arlington 

National Cemetery, 200 

buglers and trumpeters gath-

ered to commemorate the 

creation of Taps during the 

Civil War. Since 1900, it has 

been routinely played at mili-

tary funerals.

The solemn 24-note 

military bugle call is now a 

well-established national 

song of remembrance. It is 

also known as “Butterfi eld’s 

Lullaby” or “Day is Done.”  

Members of Bugles Across 

America, consisting of 7,500 

volunteers, play the musical 

melody regularly at the funer-

als of veterans nationwide.  

First played in July 1862, 

the tune was created by 

Union Brig. Gen. Daniel 

Butterfi eld, commander of 

the 3rd Brigade, Fifth Army 

Corps, Army of the Potomac, 

after the unit retreated to 

Harrison’s  Landing, Va. He 

revised the tune traditionally 

used to signal “lights out.” 

It replaced the customary 

three rifl e volleys and French 

bugle call used by American 

troops for battlefi eld buri-

als. Bugler Oliver W. Norton 

of the 83rd Pennsylvania 

Volunteers was the fi rst to 

sound it, at the funeral of an 

artilleryman.   

Jari Villanueva, author of 

the booklet Taps and direc-

tor of the Maryland National 

Guard’s honor guard, said 

Taps was quick to take hold.   

Patrick Warfi eld, an assis-

tant professor of musicology 

at the University of Maryland 

at College Park, said Taps 

embodies the nation’s values. 

He told the Washington Post: 

“Every country has its own 

national mythology. In the 

U.S., we are so connected to 

the notions of egalitarianism, 

patriotism, democracy and 

equality.”

High School 
Enlistees Being 
Honored
A relatively new and wel-

come movement is spread-

ing across the country. 

Called Our Community 

Salutes, it offers recog-

nition to graduating high 

school seniors who enlisted 

in the armed forces. This 

school year, 4,700 enlistees 

were recognized during 

22 ceremonies in at least a 

dozen states, according to 

USA Today. 

Last fi scal year, 43,850 

(29% of enlistees) were 17 or 

18 when they went on active 

military duty.  

In 2009, Ken Hartman, a 

former school board member 

in Cherry Hill, N.J., launched 

the program at his hometown 

high school. Disenchanted 

with all the fanfare focused 

on college-bound students 

and the lack of recognition 

for military enlistees, he 

acted. As he asked: “What 

about these kids going off to 

war? Sacrifi cing their lives?” 

Gene Clark, executive 

director of Our Community 

Salutes, said by June, 44 cit-

ies were already planning 

ceremonies in 2013. 

The special recogni-

tion ceremonies are often 

prompted by refusal of 

school boards formally to do 

so. Valedictorians and star 

athletes are put on a pedestal, 

but not those willing to serve 

their country. Many parents 

would like to see braided 

honor cords with the colors 

of the fl ag worn by their chil-

dren at graduation.      

As an example of how 

rare enlistees are at 

some high schools, the 

Washington Post point-

ed out that less than 

2% of students in the 

Class of 2011 in Fairfax 

County, Va., joined the 

military. Surely this 

exceptional group rates 

recognition.  

Now Hear This

NEWS YOU CAN USE

Medal of Honor Awarded 
42 Years Later
SPEC. 4 LESLIE H. SABO, JR., received 

his long overdue posthumous Medal 

of Honor on May 16. Awarded in a 

White House ceremony attended by 

about 50 of his unit members, the 

medal came a� er bureaucratic sna-

fus (the original paperwork was lost) 

and a persistent campaign.  

On May 10, 1970, in what came 

to be known as the “Mother’s Day 

Ambush,” Sabo displayed tre-

mendous courage near Se San, 

Cambodia. As a member of B Co., 3rd 

Bn., 506th Inf., 101st Airborne Div., his platoon was on a recon 

patrol when ambushed. Sabo virtually single-handedly forced the 

North Vietnamese to retreat. 

Amidst the fi refi ght, Sabo shielded a fellow soldier from a gre-

nade blast, absorbing the brunt thus saving the man’s life. Despite 

his wounds, he charged an enemy bunker being wounded again. 

In the process of blowing the bunker, the grenade blast took his 

life. This is according to his citation. An account in the Pittsburgh 

Post-Gazette says he was shot and killed while helping to secure 

a landing zone for a medevac to li�  out wounded GIs.  

Seven other men from his platoon were killed in the fi ghting. 

His unit’s nickname is Currahee—meaning “We Stand Alone 

Together” in Cherokee.

Beginning in 1999, Alton Mabb—a 101st vet—launched 

a campaign to get the Medal of Honor for the 22-year-old 

Pennsylvania native. It would be 13 years before the presenta-

tion. “I just think America shouldn’t forget,” Mabb said.

V I E T N A M  H E R O  R E C O G N I Z E D



All my friends have new cell phones. They carry them
around with them all day, like mini computers, with
little tiny keyboards and hundreds of programs which
are supposed to make their life easier. Trouble is… my
friends can’t use them. The keypads are too small, 
the displays are hard to see and the phones are so
complicated that my friends end up borrowing my
Jitterbug when they need to make a call. I don’t
mind… I just got a new phone too… the new 
Jitterbug Plus. Now I have all the things I loved
about my Jitterbug phone along with some great
new features that make it even better!

GreatCall® created the Jitterbug with one thing in
mind – to offer people a cell phone that’s easy to 
see and hear, and is simple to use and affordable.
Now, they’ve made the cell phone experience 
even better with the Jitterbug Plus. It features a
lightweight, comfortable design with a backlit
keypad and big, legible numbers. There is even
a dial tone so you know the phone is ready to
use. You can also increase the volume with
one touch and the speaker’s been improved
so you get great audio quality and can hear
every word. The battery has been improved
too– it’s one of the longest lasting on the
market– so you won’t have to charge it as
often. The phone comes to you with your
account already set up and is easy to ac-
tivate.

The rate plans are simple too. Why
pay for minutes you’ll never use? 
There are a variety of affordable plans.
Plus, you don’t have to worry about
finding yourself stuck with no minutes–

that’s the problem with prepaid phones. Since there is
no contract to sign, you are not locked in for years at
a time and won’t be subject to early termination fees.
The U.S.-based customer service is knowledgeable 

and helpful and the phone gets 
service virtually anywhere in the 
continental U.S. Above all, you’ll
get one-touch access to a friendly,
and helpful GreatCall operator.
They can look up numbers, and
even dial them for you! They are
always there to help you when
you need them. 

Call now and receive a FREE
gift when you order. Try the
Jitterbug Plus for yourself for
30 days and if you don’t love
it, just return it for a refund1

of the product purchase price.
Call now – helpful Jitterbug
experts are ready to answer
your questions. 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Jitterbug is owned by GreatCall, Inc. Your invoices will come from GreatCall. All rate plans and services require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time set up
fee of $35. Coverage and service is not available everywhere. Other charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images simulated. There are no additional fees to call Jitterbug’s 24-hour U.S. Based 
Customer Service. However, for calls to an Operator in which a service is completed, minutes will be deducted from your monthly balance equal to the length of the call and any call connected by the 
Operator, plus an additional 5 minutes. Monthly rate plans do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges. Prices and fees subject to change. 1We will refund the full price of the Jitterbug phone if it is 
returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your first monthly service charge if you have less than 30 minutes of usage. If you have more than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute charge
of 35 cents will apply for each minute over 30 minutes. The activation fee and shipping charges are not refundable. Jitterbug is a registered trademark of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung
Electronics America, Inc. and/or its related entities. Copyright © 2012 GreatCall, Inc. Copyright © 2012 by firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.  All rights reserved.

Monthly Rate
Operator Assistance

911 Access
Long Distance Calls

Voice Dial
Nationwide Coverage

Friendly Return Policy 

$14.99
24/7

FREE
No add’l charge

FREE
Yes

30 days

$19.99
24/7

FREE
No add’l charge

FREE
Yes

30 days

50 100Monthly Minutes

1

Want a cell phone that’s 
just a phone? Your choice is simple.

Introducing the all-new Jitterbug® Plus.  
We’ve made it even better… without making it harder to use. 

We proudly accept the following credit cards.

47
53

2
Available in 

Silver and Red.

More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details.

Jitterbug Plus Cell Phone
Call today to get your own Jitterbug Plus.
Please mention promotional code 44753.

1-866-383-0020 
www.jitterbugdirect.com

Call now and receive a FREE gift
just for ordering.  Hurry…this is a 
limited time offer.  Call now!

No

Con
tra

ct
Better 

Sound and 

Longer Battery Life
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S
ome older veterans 

say they prefer to 

live in state veterans 

homes because of 

the camaraderie of 

being around oth-

ers who served the nation in 

uniform. They also say the 

fact that it is free—through 

a combination of VA and 

Medicare funding—doesn’t 

hurt, either.

But a veteran’s option 

of free care at a state facil-

ity could soon evaporate, 

according to VFW offi cials.

“If between VA and 

Medicare, the full cost of 

care per veteran is not cov-

ered, some state veterans 

homes will face fi nancial 

crisis,” said Gerald T. Manar, 

deputy director of VFW’s 

National Veterans Service. 

“The current policy puts 

certain state veterans homes 

in a position of choosing 

between providing qual-

ity care for its residents 

or admitting more veter-

ans. This is a choice they 

shouldn’t have to make.”

Currently, VA pays a small 

per diem to state veterans 

homes for each veteran in 

their care. According to 

the Independent Budget, 

which is a suggested spend-

ing outline for VA created 

annually by VFW, AMVETS, 

Disabled American Veterans 

and Paralyzed Veterans of 

America, that per diem is less 

than one-third of the average 

cost of a veteran’s care.

The remaining two-thirds 

is a mix of funding from state 

support, Medicaid, Medicare 

and other public and private 

sources.

“It is essential that 

Congress and VA recognize 

that veterans often need a 

level of care greater than 

what the Medicare reim-

bursement rate provides,” 

VFW Commander-in-Chief 

Richard De Noyer told mem-

bers of the Senate and House 

VA committees on March 

7. “We cannot allow proce-

dural hurdles or budgetary 

considerations to result in 

inadequate care for veterans 

in our state homes.”  

VFW wants Congress to 

pass legislation that gives VA 

the authority to pay state vet-

erans homes the full cost of 

the nursing home care they 

provide to veterans. It is the 

main reason VFW supports 

H.R. 2530, a bill sponsored 

by Rep. Michael Michaud 

(R-Maine).

“[The legislation] will 

allow covered veterans to 

access state veterans homes 

at no cost to them and will 

allow state veterans homes 

to avoid severe fi nancial 

losses that could jeopardize 

their services to veterans,” 

Michaud said.

Unfortunately, the bill has 

sat idle in Congress for more 

than a year. Michaud said in 

June that it is awaiting action 

in the Senate after “being 

held up by one senator who 

is requiring that the Senate 

consider one of his priorities 

before they consider the 

legislation.”

BIG WORKLOAD, 
SMALL BUDGET
According to the Govern–

ment Accountability 

Offi ce—the audit, evalua-

tion and investigative arm 

of Congress—state veterans 

homes handle 52% of VA’s 

overall patient workload 

in nursing facilities, while 

consuming 12% of VA’s long-

term care budget. 

As of the third quarter of 

fi scal year 2010, VA counted 

19,681 veterans in state 

homes, an increase of nearly 

11% from 2005. Overall, VA’s 

state veterans home pro-

gram encompasses 137 nurs-

ing homes in 50 states and 

Puerto Rico.

Beyond Chief De Noyer’s 

vocal support of H.R. 2530 

during his testimony on 

Capitol Hill, VFW represen-

tatives also testifi ed July 25, 

2011, before the House VA 

Subcommittee on Health on 

behalf of the bill, not long 

after its introduction.

“We also have worked 

with both congressional staff 

and the National Association 

of State Veterans Homes to 

ensure this legislation will 

result in desired outcomes,” 

Manar said.

Michaud says the Senate 

recently included an amend-

ment based on H.R. 2530 in 

its version of this year’s VA 

appropriations bill.

“While rules prevent the 

House from including a simi-

lar amendment in our version 

of the appropriations bill, I 

will be working closely with 

my colleagues to ensure that 

the Senate amendment is 

included in any fi nal package 

that comes out of the confer-

ence,” he said.   

Manar added that this 

issue is “very important” 

for VFW because of the 

aging population of vet-

erans.

“The last big wave of 

veterans came from the 

Vietnam War era,” Manar 

said. “Some of these indi-

viduals and their families are 

fi nding that they are unable 

to stay at home by them-

selves and have health issues 

that cause them to need 

assistance. In order to do the 

right thing for veterans, this 

issue must be addressed.”

Issues Up Front

CURRENT VETERANS ISSUES  ★  BY TIM DYHOUSE

Are State Veterans 

Homes Threatened?

VFW says older veterans could be shut out 

of state veterans homes if Congress doesn’t 

act soon. Legislation is required to remedy 

the potential lack of VA funding.

VFW WANTS CONGRESS

to pass legislation that gives VA the authority 
to pay state veterans homes the full cost of the 
nursing home care they provide to veterans.



Rare Views of the Eagles’ 
High-rise Home 

Once listed as endangered in all lower 
48 states, the American Eagle has 
made a remarkable recovery. This 
dramatic turnaround has made 

eagles an internet sensation, with 
millions viewing them daily on popular 

“eagle cams.” Now “Treetop Majesty” 
from the Bradford Exchange lets you explore 

an eagle family’s lofty treetop home any time.  
The limited-edition sculpture is meticulously 
hand-cast and hand-painted for true-to-life 
detail. Don’t miss this fascinating tribute to an 

enduring symbol of freedom and its timeless 
family values.  

A Superb Value ... 
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Act now to reserve your limited 
edition at just $59.99*, payable 
in three installments of $19.99, 
the first due before shipment 
There’s no risk with our 365-day 
satisfaction guarantee.  Send 
no money now, just return the 

Reservation Application now!

YES.  Please reserve the “Treetop Majesty” 
collectible for me as described in this announcement. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly

*Plus  a total of $8.99 shipping and service. Limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 
casting days. Please allow 2-4 weeks after initial payment for shipment.  Sales subject to 
product availability and order acceptance. 

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

©2011 BGE  01-14218-001-BIR

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION        SEND NO MONEY NOW

www.bradfordexchange.com/nest

Meticulously 
Hand-Cast Sculpture 

Hand-Painted For 
Thrilling Lifelike Detail 

✮

Evokes the thrill of live 
“eagle cams” that have 

captivated 
millions

✮

Five Sculpted Eagles, 
Intricate Sculpted Nest, 
Wood-tone Base, and 
Golden Name Plaque

01-14218-001-E92891
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“Treetop 
               Majesty”

Shown smaller 
than actual height 

of 10 inches

Hand-cast and 
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New MIA Searches 
in Vietnam, India 
Vietnam and India agreed in June to 

allow U.S. search teams to excavate 

sites in their countries. U.S. teams will 

search three locations in Vietnam and 

an undetermined number of sites in the 

Himalaya Mountains of northeast India.

Hanoi announced its agreement dur-

ing a meeting between U.S. Defense 

Secretary Leon Panetta and Vietnamese 

Defense Minister Phuong Quang Thanh 

June 4. Panetta’s visit was the fi rst by 

a Pentagon chief since the end of the 

war. On June 6, Panetta announced the 

agreement with India during a visit to 

New Delhi.

The sites in Vietnam are believed to 

be in Quang Binh province in central 

Vietnam and Kon Tum province near 

the border with Cambodia and Laos. 

At press time, 1,664 U.S. troops were 

unaccounted for from the Vietnam War, 

with 1,300 of them being in Vietnam.

In India, the U.S. knows of 16 WWII-

era aircraft crash sites in the Himalayan 

region. About 400 GIs involved in some 

90 aircraft crashes in northeast India 

are unaccounted for from WWII.

Meanwhile in May, a VFW delegation 

led by Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief 

John Hamilton toured the Chinese 

military archives in Beijing. The May 29 

visit was the fi rst time representatives 

from any non-governmental organiza-

tion had entered the People’s Liberation 

Army’s archives.

“It was a unique honor that we hope 

will further our government’s effort 

to return unaccounted-for American 

servicemen home to their families,” 

Hamilton said.

Joint Health Records 
to Start in 2014
The VFW-backed plan to consolidate 

VA and Pentagon medical records 

will begin in 2014, according to a joint 

announcement by the VA and Defense 

Washington Wire

FOR MORE INFORMATION about specifi c legislation or VA benefi ts, contact VFW’s Washington O�  ce 

at vfw@vfw.org. A member of VFW’s National Veterans Service staff will respond as soon as possible.

CAPITOL HILL BRIEFS   ★  BY TIM DYHOUSE

R E P L I C A  T O  B E  E R E C T E D

VFW Prevails in 
Mojave Cross Case
AFTER MORE THAN A DECADE of court 

battles, a one-acre site in California’s 

Mojave National Preserve that was 

established as a veterans memorial in 

1934 will return to its original purpose.

On April 23, a U.S. district court 

judge settled a lawsuit fi rst brought by 

the American Civil Liberties Union in 

2001. The verdict gives 

VFW control of the site 

in exchange for fi ve acres 

elsewhere in the 1.6 mil-

lion-acre national preserve 

in Southern California.

VFW’s Department of 

California will take responsibility for 

the site, most likely by the end of the 

year. VFW will restore a replica of a 

cross fi rst erected by WWI veterans 

on the site, now known as the Mojave 

Desert Veterans Memorial, to honor 

their fallen comrades.

“This is a great victory that brings 

the veterans one step closer to restor-

ing this WWI memorial to its rightful 

place in the desert and in history,” said 

Hiram Sasser, litigation director for the 

Liberty Institute, which represented 

VFW before the Supreme Court, where 

the case had been referred in 2003.

“We are pleased the government 

and the ACLU could resolve their 

remaining differences and begin the 

healing process for the millions of vet-

erans who have endured this case for 

over a decade.”

Once the land swap is completed, 

the National Park Service plans to 

enclose the site, leaving entrances for 

visitors. It also will place signs noting 

the area is private land and install a 

plaque identifying the enclosure as a 

memorial for U.S. war veterans.

A Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command recovery team removes foliage around aircra�  

wreckage in Arunachal Pradesh, India, on Feb. 16, 2009. The U.S. and India reached an agree-

ment earlier this year to send JPAC teams to India to search for remains of WWII airmen.

J
P

A
C

 P
H

O
T

O
 B

Y
 U

.S
. M

A
R

IN
E

 C
O

R
P

S
 S

G
T

. N
E

IL
L

 A
. S

E
V

E
L

IU
S

continued on page 16 ➤
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Relive the romance and allure of a 
bygone age of steam, with the brand-
new Flying Scotsman “Memories 
of Steam” Clock, commemorating 
the 150th anniversary of the Flying 
Scotsman’s run between London and 
Edinburgh.

originally designed 
by artisans in 
England in the 

tradition of the 
fi nest cuckoo 

clocks 

Intricately 
sculpted 

and painted by 
hand, in authentic 

detail

Flying Scotsman 
runs around the 
base every hour 

on the hour

HEAR the 
genuine 

sound of the 
original 

locomotive as 
the train moves

Stationmaster 
emerges to 

announce the 
train’s arrival

Precision 
Quartz Movement

The exclusive Flying Scotsman 
“Memories of Steam” Clock is a 
unique collector’s piece that will also offer 
hours of entertainment for the whole 
family! Strong demand is expected, so 
act now to acquire yours in fi ve monthly 
installments of only $35.99, for a total issue 
price of just $179.95*, backed by our 365-
day money-back guarantee. Reply today, 
but send no money now. Simply complete 
and return your Reservation Application. 
But don’t wait. Worldwide demand has 
been strong and is expected to continue!

Th is product is produced under licence from NMSI Trading Ltd (the wholly subsidiary of 
the National Museums of Science and Industry). All Flying Scotsman marks are owned and 

registered by NMSI. © NMSI 2011. Images used © SSPL. All rights reserved.
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secretaries in May at the Capt. James 

A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center in 

North Chicago, Ill. 

Implementation of the integrated 

electronic health record, or IEHR, 

will cost $4 billion to develop and will 

be phased in between 2014 and 2017, 

according to VA Chief Information 

Offi cer Roger Baker.

The program will launch at the 

Hampton VA Medical Center in Virginia 

and a hospital in the San Antonio area in 

2014. It will then spread to other VA and 

military hospitals through 2017. The fi rst 

shared records will relate to immuniza-

tions and lab work.

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said 

the initiative will create “the world’s 

largest electronic health record system.” 

He and VA Secretary Eric Shinseki chose 

the facility in North Chicago for the 

announcement because it is the fi rst in 

the nation to combine military and VA 

medical services for active-duty troops, 

family members and veterans at one 

location.

VFW Wants VA 
to Run Jobs Programs
A bill pending in the House would 

transfer all veterans employment 

and rehabilitation 

programs from the 

Department of 

Labor to VA. A 

VFW offi cial says 

such a move would 

improve oversight 

and effi ciency.

“VFW believes 

that shifting responsibility for veter-

ans employment programs to VA will 

ultimately ensure better service for our 

nation’s veterans,” Ryan Galluci, deputy 

director of VFW’s National Legislative 

Service, told Military Times in April.

“However, we must ensure that any 

legislation that passes ensures that 

veterans workforce programs remain 

fully funded and that any transition of 

authority happens with minimal inter-

ruptions.”

H.R. 4072—the Consolidating Veteran 

Employment Services for Improved 

Performance Act of 2012—would trans-

fer all job training, counseling and 

placement programs, as well as home-

less vet reintegration programs, to VA 

in 2014. 

Those programs are currently 

administered by Labor’s Veterans 

Employment and Training Service 

(VETS). H.R. 4072 sponsor Rep. Jeff 

Miller (R-Va.) said none of VETS 218 

full-time employees would lose their 

jobs, but merely be transferred to VA. 

He added that VETS annual budget of 

about $258.8 million would not change.

At press time, the bill was under con-

sideration by the House VA Committee.

New Job Initiative 
is ‘Win-Win’
A new White House initiative aims to 

ease the transition into civilian jobs for 

former troops. The We Can’t Wait plan 

would help ex-GIs get civilian creden-

tials and licenses for skills they learned 

in the military.

VFW’s Commander-in-Chief Richard 

De Noyer says it’s a “win-win” situation 

for recently discharged troops, private-

sector fi rms and taxpayers.

“The Department of Defense paid 

more than $1 billion in unemployment 

compensation last year to former ser-

vicemen and women who were unable 

to fi nd work,” De Noyer said. “This new 

initiative will help ensure their special-

ized military training meets civil-

ian standards for credentialing 

and licensing, which will save 

the government money and 

provide industry with a fully 

qualifi ed and job-ready work-

force.”   

For more information about 

the initiative, access http://www.

whitehouse.gov/sites/default/fi les/docs/

veterans_report_5-31-2012.pdf.

Bill Would Protect 
Jobs at TSA
The House approved legislation in May 

that would require the Transportation 

Security Administration to comply with 

a law protecting the civilian jobs of 

reservists called to active duty. The bill, 

H.R. 3670, would force TSA to adhere to 

the Uniformed Services Employment and 

Re-employment Rights Act (USERRA) 

of 1994.

VFW’s Director of National 

Legislative Service Raymond Kelley 

told the Washington Post in May that 

TSA has been exempt from USERRA 

since it was formed following the Sept. 

11, 2001, Islamist terrorist attacks. The 

concern was that too many potential TSA 

employees would be called to active duty 

during the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Kelley said that while the exemption 

made sense then, it should end now.

“It’s also positive for TSA because the 

people who would be most responsible 

for protecting airports are those who 

served in uniform,” he told the Post.

VFW supports H.R. 3670, which was 

referred to the Senate Committee on 

Commerce, Science and Transportation 

June 4.

H I G H  D E M A N D  J O B S

VA and Labor O� er 
Job Training Aid
VA AND THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
announced May 15 that unemployed vet-
erans can apply for fi nancial assistance 
to help them cover the costs of job train-
ing. The Veteran Retraining Assistance 
Program (VRAP)—created as part of the 
Veterans Opportunity to Work (VOW) 

Act of 2011—hopes to retrain 99,000 
vets for “high-demand” jobs.

Qualifi ed vets between the ages of 
35-60 can access up to 12 months 
of assistance equal to the full-time 
Montgomery GI Bill-active duty rate of 
$1,473 monthly. VA began accepting 
applications May 15. Assistance under 
VRAP will be available through March 31, 
2014.

To see a list of qualifi cations, access 
www.benefi ts.va.gov or call VA’s call 
centers at 1-800-827-1000. Qualifi ed 
vets can apply online at https://www.

ebenefi ts.va.gov

V
A

 P
H

O
T

O



1-800-800-5037
www.MedicalAlert.com

Round-the-clock monitoring with a 
Medical Alert system not only provides 
you with peace of mind, it also assures your 
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the Medical Alert system, a simple button 
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Contract
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 Lifetime Warranty
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Ask About Our Mobile Solution!
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a 2nd Pendant FREE!

 Name:  ___________________________________________________________________
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City: ___________________________________  State: ______  Zip: _________________

Home Phone:  ______________________________________________________________

Best Time to Call & Confi rm Order: _________________   AM   ___________________ PM

Mail to: Medical Alert, 6 Oriole Ave, Media, PA 19063
*PLUS $9.50 Shipping & Handling
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Athletics in the ancient world were o� en seen as preparation for war. 

And two age-old questions will always be debated: do sports serve a useful 

purpose in military training and do great athletes make great warriors? 

 ‘VICTORY 

OR DEATH’
BY KATHERINE DAWSON

ANCIENT OLYMPIC SPORTS
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A
n epitaph at Olympia sums up 

ancient Greek views on sport 

nicely: “Agathos Daimon, 

nicknamed ‘the camel,’ from 

Alexandria, a victor at Nemea. 

He died here, boxing in the 

stadium, having prayed to Zeus for victory 

or death. Age 35. Farewell.”

Another inscription proclaimed: “A box-

er’s victory is gained in blood.” At the 564 

B.C. Olympics, ultimate fi ghter Arrichion 

took that to heart, during his fi nal round,  

he “died seeking victory,” it is said.   

Such inscriptions epitomize the Greek 

sense of perseverance rooted in honor and 

zeal for victory even to the point of death. 

And explain why the Greeks cultivated 

brutal athletic contests. As one orator said, 

“You know that the Olympic crown is olive, 

yet many have honored it above life.” 

That the phrase “victory or death” is 

honorably recorded on the tombs of Greek 

soldiers is no coincidence. Greeks saw the 

demonstration of courage, tenacity and 

resourcefulness on the sports fi eld—the 

same qualities necessary on the battle-

fi eld—equally benefi cial to the defense of 

their city-states. 

British writer George Orwell’s phrase 

war minus the shooting “seems espe-

cially apt for application to ancient 

Olympia,” Nigel Spivey wrote in The 

Ancient Olympics: A History, “where war’s 

encroachment upon athletic activity was 

overt and frequent.” Indeed, “events were 

contested to the point of serious injury and 

fatality; and the entire program of athlet-

ic ‘games’ could be rationalized as a set of 

drills for cavalry and infantry fi ghting … all 

games were war games.” 

Greek competitions may or may not 

have been a metaphor for mock combat, 

but they enthralled their audiences none-

theless. The ancient Olympics were specta-

tor sports at their most exciting, fi lled with 

hard-core action, thrilling moments of ten-

sion and personal feats of glory.

WARFARE, ATHLETES & GREEK SOCIETY 
Sports and war were intertwined in 

ancient Greece. So-called combat athletes 

were often equated with warriors who 

fell in battle against the dreaded Persians. 

“There was a popular assumption that 

great athletic achievement signals mili-

tary prowess,” Michael Poliakoff wrote in 

his Combat Sports in the Ancient World: 

Competition, Violence, and Culture. 

Athletic accomplishment brought honor 

and status in society. Tombstone inscrip-

tions bear this out in that athletes received 

praise similar to that of soldiers.  The tra-

dition of the sportsman-soldier is ancient. 

In fact, more than a few great Greek war-

riors also were Olympians. The difference 

between now and then is that Greek ath-

letes doubled as warriors by necessity. 

In some periods of Greek history, com-

bat sport substituted for wartime heroism. 

In The Iliad, a boxer named Epeios makes 

athletic victory a surrogate for achieve-

ment on the battlefield, for example. 

Philosopher and author Philostratus, in 

commenting on the lives of great athletes, 

said, “They made war training for sport 

and sport training for war.” 

Athletic training in ancient Greece was 

essentially intended to keep male citi-

zens physically fi t for war. “No male activ-

ity could be far removed from warfare in a 

society in which hand-to-hand combat was 

a constant and periods of peace exception-

al and short,” wrote Mark Golden in Sport 

WAR AND 

ATHLETIC 

COMPETITION:

“ … the entire program 

of athletic ‘games’ could 

be rationalized as a set 

of drills for cavalry and 

infantry fi ghting … all 

games were war games.”
—NIGEL SPIVEY, THE ANCIENT 

OLYMPICS: A HISTORY
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Skills honed in the “combat sports” —wrestling, boxing and pankration—proved vital 

when Greek warriors were forced to fi ght weaponless in hand-to-hand combat against 

the Persians in the decisive Battle of Marathon in 490 B.C. 

OPPOSITE PAGE: The pankration was a 

strange mix of wrestling and kick boxing, 

perhaps resembling most closely today’s 

“ultimate fi ghting.”
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and Society in Ancient Greece. 

Indeed, the word “athletics” is derived 

from the Greek verb “to struggle or to 

suffer for a prize.”

“Wrestling, boxing, javelin-throwing, 

the pankration and the rest were all eas-

ily conceived as ideal ways of prepar-

ing young men for armed hand-to-hand 

combat,” concluded Moses Finley and 

H.W. Pleket in The Olympic Games: The 

First Thousand Years. 

During the ancient Greek battles for 

survival against the Persians at Marathon 

and Thermopylae, when warriors were 

forced to fi ght unarmed in hand-to-hand 

combat, they soon discovered the useful-

ness of athletic skills honed in the highly 

competitive “combat sports.” 

Unlike the modern jock of today, 

ancient athletes had to harden their bod-

ies for the brutality of potentially life-

threatening contests. 

Greeks developed a fi erce appetite for 

violence starting at a young age. That 

combined with athletics made for ulti-

mate entertainment at the Olympics. 

SYMBOLS OF WARFARE AT OLYMPIA

Olympia itself, the site of the ancient 

Olympics, exhibited the trappings of 

warfare. As Donald Kyle pointed out in 

Sport and Spectacle in the Ancient World, 

it was hardly “a haven for pacifi sm.” He 

writes: “The seers of the Olympic oracle 

were consulted for military advice, and 

many war trophies (weapons and armor) 

from local as well as foreign conflicts 

were dedicated at Olympia.” 

In fact, Kyle found, “Olympia was a 

museum of military as well as sport his-

tory.” Monuments proclaiming military 

victories, war trophies and weapons 

could all be found there.  

 “The famous statue of Nike,” Tony 

Perrottet wrote in The Naked Olympics: 

The True Story of the Ancient Games, “far 

from being a memorial of peace, was 

erected on a twenty-fi ve-foot-high pillar 

by the Messenians to commemorate their 

victory in a vicious war with the Spartans.” 

Alexander the Great saw Olympia as 

the capital of the Greek world, so it is not 

surprising that he had his military victo-

ries announced in the sanctuary there. 

‘HEAVY’ EVENTS: COMBAT SPORTS

Ancient Greeks called them the “heavy” 

events—wrestling, the pankration (a sort 

of anything goes wrestling) and box-

ing. Modern-day historians have trans-

lated the phrase to mean combat sports. 

“Experience in the martial arts was of 

paramount importance to the future 

warrior,” wrote Judith Swaddling in The 

Ancient Olympic Games. And these were 

the activities to learn such skills. 

“These were the signature events of the 

Greek athletic tradition,” Perrottet wrote, 

“born from military training, practiced 

by every able-bodied male citizen in the 

palaestia, or wrestling school, and as for-

mally stylized as any Eastern martial art.

“The trio of contact sports was fero-

cious, vicious, and dangerous, regular-

ly provoking injuries, even fatalities. 

Athletes were exempt from homicide 

charges, and every year there would be 

cremations after the festival.”

According to Kyle, “The Greeks 

admired combat athletes for their tough-

ness, endurance and fi ghting spirit, all 

virtues in a warrior society in which 

children grew up with stories of fi ght-

ing and death in Homer.”

Several centuries after the 

Olympics began, Assyrian rhet-

orician and satirist Lucian 

wrote from a stranger’s perspective of 

what it would have been like to visit an 

Athenian gymnasium—center of training:

“Some of them [athletes], locked 

in each other’s arms, are tripping one 

another up, while others are choking 

and twisting each other and groveling 

together in the mud. Others, standing 

upright, their bodies covered with dust 

are attacking each other with blows and 

kicks. One looks as if he were going to 

spew out his teeth, unlucky man.”

 Not surprising, according to Perrottet. 

“Greece was a warrior society,” he wrote. 

“Soldiers had to be tough. We hear of 

deaths and even posthumous victories at 

Olympia.” 

Some events reached a point where 

states found it necessary to immu-

nize athletes from laws against com-

mitting homicide when opponents 

were accidentally killed. Without 

fear of punishment, 

these mock-warriors 

could compete with 

“a level of official-

ly sanctioned vio-

lence and danger 

that the modern 
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An ancient Greek boxer, 

cast in bronze, bears 

the scars of his brutal 

sport. Boxing may 

have been invented 

to train soldiers to 

fi ght without helmets, 

toughening their heads 

to blows and learning 

to dodge them.  It 

became an Olympic 

event in 688 B.C. 
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Olympic movement would never toler-

ate,” Poliakoff says.   

PANKRATION: ‘ULTIMATE FIGHTING’

In Greek, pankration means the “all-

powerful thing.” Today, the sport most 

akin to it is the spectacle known as “ulti-

mate fighting.” Violence was its hall-

mark—it joined the Olympic line up 

in 648 B.C. According to ancient poet 

Pindar, “One must wipe out his rival by 

doing everything” in this event. 

Pankration was a brutal combination 

of kick boxing and wrestling; jiu-jitsu is 

sometimes regarded as its modern-day 

incarnation. Said to have been a “haz-

ardous style of wrestling” and “barba-

rous and brutal,” author of Athletics of 

the Ancient World E. Norman Gardiner 

described it best as a primitive rough-

and-tumble fi ght, where the object was 

to force the opponent to acknowledge 

defeat by using any means.

While wrestlers might have a droop-

ing caulifl ower ear and a gnarled nose, 

pankratiasts are described as “crippled, 

bent, crushed or altogether maimed.” 

They emerged from their matches 

with snapped bones and dangling jaws 

from an opponent’s foot that caught an 

unguarded angle.

Biting and gouging of sensitive body 

parts, such as eyes, was offi cially pro-

hibited. Strangling and genital-striking, 

however, were considered legitimate 

moves. Sostratos of Sicyon had his own 

unique strategy. Nicknamed “Mr. Digits,” 

he snapped his opponents’ fingers to 

force them into surrendering, winning 

three Olympic victories in the process. 

This was a hard-core sport. The train-

er of one pankratiast wrote to the com-

petitor’s mother: “If you hear that your 

son has died, believe it, but if you hear 

he has been defeated, do not believe it.” 

Genuine crowd-pleasers, pankrati-

asts were amazing showmen. Polydamas 

of Skotussa strangled a lion with his 

bare hands, held a bull by its hooves 

and stopped a speeding chariot by seiz-

ing its wheels. Taking on three supposed 

“Immortal” Persian bodyguards, he 

killed all three single-handedly.

Painted on vases with blood cascad-

PANKRATION:

Polydamas of Skotussa 
strangled a lion with his 
bare hands, held a bull by 
its hooves and stopped 
a speeding chariot by 
seizing its wheels.

Chariot racing entered the Olympic line up in 

680 B.C.  As a spectator sport, it had few rivals. 

“As the dust settled,” wrote one historian, “the 

racetrack resembled the a� ermath of a battle 

more than a sporting event.”
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ing down their faces, there is little doubt 

that pankratiasts were considered heroic 

demigods. It is no surprise that they were 

among the fi rst sports professionals.  

BOXING: STRIKING BRUTAL BLOWS
Boxing was the most divine of sports with 

the least godly looking participants, and 

the most brutal in Greek eyes. It was a 

regular Olympic event starting in 688 B.C.

It was said that the sun-god Apollo 

beat Ares, the god of war, in the first 

boxing match at Olympia.  Some spec-

ulate the Spartans created the sport, 

which was later used as military training. 

According to Perrottet, “[Greeks] invent-

ed boxing to train their soldiers to fi ght 

without helmets, toughening their heads 

and teaching them to dodge blows.”

Greeks originally wrapped leath-

er strips around their fi ngers to dead-

en blows, but later used hard leather 

sometimes reinforced with metal. No 

body parts were off limits, including the 

genitals. 

Boxers were known for their scarred 

faces and were depicted in artwork with 

twisted noses and mangled features. 

As described by Roman satirist Gaius 

Lucillius, “Boxers became so disfi gured 

that they could not claim inheritances, 

and even their dogs did not know them.” 

Neither bursting blood vessels nor 

broken jaws ended a match as long as an 

opponent was still standing. There were 

no rounds in Olympic boxing. Fights con-

tinued until one boxer was knocked out 

or indicated defeat by holding up a fi nger. 

While some matches were short, oth-

ers persisted much longer. “Contests 

often lasted for many hours,” Swaddling 

wrote. “Sometimes the boxers agreed to 

exchange undefended blows in order to 

end the contest before nightfall.” 

Ancient boxing champions Damoxeno 

and Kreugas ended a match before dark 

uniquely. After receiving a blow to the 

head, Damoxenos pierced his opponent 

under the ribs with his fi ngers and tore 

out a handful of his intestines. 

“It is often claimed that boxing 

became more blood thirsting in Roman 

times,” Swaddling wrote. “But this bru-

tality would be hard to equal.”

Boxers Diognetos and Kleomedes 

both killed opponents in the ring yet 

were given a hero’s honors. Of the eight 

specifi c fatalities recorded in the combat 

sports, four occurred in boxing—three 

caused by illegal fi ghting tactics.

 

WRESTLING: MAN’S OLDEST SPORT
Greeks considered wrestling a gentle-

men’s sport, but it was still held in high 

esteem and certainly rough on the body. 

It joined the Games in 708 B.C.

“Wrestlers might attempt to immobi-

lize, to strangle or to incapacitate oppo-

nents,” wrote Mark Golden, author of 

Sport in the Ancient World from A to Z.

Upright wrestling, according to Greek 

philosopher Plato, was most useful while 

in combat. The objective was to have an 

opponent fall three times before he was 

declared defeated. This gave soldiers 

practice at taking down an enemy on the 

battlefi eld. 

Thereus defeated the legendary wres-

tler Cercyon of Arcadia and then killed 

him in a decidedly non-sporting event. 

CHARIOT RACING: 
GRAND PRIX OF ANTIQUITY 
Ancient chariot racing was as glamorous 

as today’s Kentucky Derby, but held the 

peril of modern car racing. 

Unpredictable and risky in the 

extreme, four horses (or two) were 

attached to a chariot in which the driver 

stood. Forty participants clamored down 

the track for 12 double laps—six miles—

challenging participants with 24 deadly 

180-degree turns. 

Spectators watched with white-

knuckle intensity as drivers risked 

their lives at every corner they round-

ed.  Charioteers thanked their gods with 

every successful turn as competitors 

were tossed onto the track and severely 

injured or even trampled to death. 

“His companions caught the runaway 

team and freed the blood-stained corpse 

from his rig,” Greek play writer Sophocles 

wrote of one particular accident victim. 

“He was disfi gured and marred past the 

recognition of his best friend.” 

The Olympic chariot race was the 

WILLIAM SPENCER BAGDATOPOULOS/BRIDGEMAN ART LIBRARY

The “race-in-armor,” or running with shields, 

was an Olympic contest largely about military 

fi tness. Soldiers of later eras who were trained 

to run with a full pack could identify with it.       

continued on page 24 ➤
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Grand Prix of antiquity, according to 

Perrottet, and “as the dust settled, the 

racetrack resembled the aftermath of a 

battle more than a sporting event.”

No doubt, fatalities were the highest 

in this event. But because drivers were 

often slaves, they were deemed expend-

able and not counted.

Nancy Reed, author of More Than Just 

a Game: The Military Nature of Greek 

Athletic Contests, noted that the two-

team chariot race “was eventually rec-

ognized as an offi cial [Olympic] event 

due to the increasing importance of cav-

alry fi ghting at that time.” The military 

nature of the contest was certainly par-

amount, and the event probably origi-

nated in past methods of warfare when 

heavily armed warriors were driven into 

battle by chariots. 

Teamwork between horses, chario-

teers and warriors was critical in a con-

test when chariot warfare was a normal 

part of military training.

 

RACE-IN-ARMOR: 
GREEK STEEPLECHASE
Several celebrated events can be direct-

ly linked to military training, such as 

the hoplitodromia or “race-in-armor.” 

The event not only displayed individual 

speed, but also one’s agility when fully 

dressed in armor. It is perhaps today’s 

equivalent of running with a full pack.  

Twenty-fi ve participants wore greaves 

(bronze shin protectors), a helmet and 

carried a shield while competing in a 

400-meter race. The armor purposely 

made the race diffi cult, causing athletes 

to fall or drop their shields. 

“A modern-day counterpart to the 

hoplitodromia is the steeplechase: in both 

events running is deliberately impeded,” 

Swaddling wrote. “The more diffi cult the 

task, the greater glory that results from 

accomplishing it.” 

Hoplitodromia was always the last 

event of the Olympic games. “It was 

desirable to refl ect in the Games the fact 

that the infantry had supplanted the cav-

alry as the main Greek military arm,” 

wrote M.I. Finley.

Ethnic Greek historian and essayist 

Plutarch said, “The race in full armor is 

presented after all the rest of the athletic 

events, so testifying that military fi tness 

is the aim of athletics and competition.” 

JAVELIN: MARTIAL SKILL
“Javelin-throwing, of all athletic events, 

had the strongest connections with 

warfare,” Swaddling, as well as other 

Olympic historians, contends. 

Ancient javelins differed slightly from 

today’s model. The Greeks used a leath-

er-throwing thong that wrapped around 

the lower part of the shaft, creating a 

loop for the thrower’s fi ngers. The strap 

increased the distance and accuracy for 

an untrained thrower. 

A javelin was the second armament of 

the infantryman for centuries, enabling 

him to strike at a distance. Long range and 

accuracy were crucial factors in warfare. 

“Long range enabled the soldier to 

hit the enemy before the enemy can hit 

him,” H.A. Harris wrote in Greek Athletes 

and Athletics. “It is perfectly possible to 

devise competitions which will test both 

these qualities in a throw.” 

Hence the popularity of this Olympic 

event from the beginning when it 

entered the Games in 708 B.C. 

BATTLE AT OLYMPIA, 364 B.C.
Dating back to the earliest days, the 

sacred site of the competitions was a 

bone of contention. City-states were not 

above staging pitched battles at Olympia 

itself. Pisa, located approximately four 

miles from Olympia, had long believed 

that the turf hosting the Games was ille-

gally occupied by Elis. 

Pisatans, along with their Arcadian 

allies, occupied Olympia with troops and 

hosted the Games themselves in 364 B.C. 

Humiliated, Elians retaliated by attack-

ing in the middle of a wrestling match. Elis 

mobilized hoplite soldiers and massed 

cavalrymen. Pisa positioned soldiers on 

the river banks and archers on rooftops. 

Olympic spectators, instead of search-

ing for safety, decided not to let a bat-

tle spoil their entertainment, treating 

the combat as a thrilling sporting event. 

Elis was rated the underdog and wasn’t 

expected to put up too much of a fi ght 

after centuries of peace. 

“According to the author Diodorus,” 

Perrottet wrote, “crowds ‘still wear-

ing their festive robes, with wreaths 

and fl owers in their hair’ watched the 

fi ghting from the sidelines, ‘impartial-

ly applauding the doughty deeds per-

formed on both sides.’ ” 

The Elians, despite their underdog 

status, tore through Olympia with shock-

ing force. “The enraged Elians shattered 

the Arcadian defense, pushing forward 

into the Sacred Grove of Zeus [known 

as the Altis] itself, where the bloody 

hand-to-hand combat ensued,” Perrottet 

wrote. Ancient historians did not tally 

the causalities, but they were probably 

signifi cant based on descriptions.  

Ultimately, the Elians retreated to 

their base at nightfall and the defenders 

erected a wooden wall around Olympia. 

Because Pisatan allies feared they had 

upset the gods, they soon returned 

Olympia back to its original hosts. 

Clearly, the links between warfare, mil-

itary training and sports in the Olympics 

are undeniable. “Only one thing brought 

the Greeks together, and gave a peaceful 

outlet to their rivalries: athletics,” con-

cluded Perrottet. “It was the glue of the 

Aegean world. But the Games weren’t so 

much a celebration of peace as a substi-

tute for open violence.”                             ✪

 E-MAIL: kdawson@vfw.org 

 

OLYMPIA BATTLE:

“ … crowds ‘still wearing their 
festive robes, with wreaths 
and fl owers in their hair’ 
watched the fi ghting from 
the sidelines, ‘impartially 
applauding the doughty deeds 
performed on both sides.’ ” 
— TONY PERROTTET, THE NAKED OLYMPICS: 

THE TRUE STORY OF THE ANCIENT GAMES

‘Victory or Death’  
 continued from page 22
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BY KELLY GIBSON

EX-GIs 
BATTLE 
FOR THE 
BALLOT
In 1946, a group of WWII veterans overthrew a 

political machine in the small community of Athens, 

Tenn., to take back their local government with the 

support of local VFW members.

T H E  B A T T L E  O F  A T H E N S ,  1 9 4 6

A crowd mills around the McMinn County 

Jail in Athens, Tenn., in the morning 

following a night of gunfi re. WWII vets 

continued their armed watch to ensure 

order prevailed.

Three ex-servicemen fi re at the Athens, 

Tenn., jail where McMinn County deputies 

were holed-up on election night, Aug. 1, 

1946.
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A
braham Lincoln, during 

his first inaugural address 

in reference to the turmoil 

brewing between the North 

and the South, wisely stated: 

“The government, with its 

institutions, belongs to the people who 

inhabit it. Whenever they shall grow 

weary of the existing government, they 

can exercise their constitutional right of 

amending it, or their revolutionary right 

to dismember or overthrow it.”

And Lincoln’s words rang true short-

ly after WWII, when the people of 

McMinn County, Tenn., banded togeth-

er to overthrow a political machine that 

had taken advantage of the small com-

munity for several years. 

Throughout its rich history, McMinn 

County in southeastern Tennessee had 

been politically tangled. During the Civil 

War, residents narrowly voted against 

secession from the Union. The railroad 

that ran through the county was essen-

tial in providing support for both Union 

and Confederate troops. And it was 

McMinn County’s own Harry T. Burn, 

a fi rst-term member of the state legisla-

ture, who cast the deciding vote in 1920 

to ratify the 19th amendment, allowing 

women the right to vote. 

So it came as little surprise when 

McMinn County found itself in the middle 

of a political fi restorm in August of 1946.

The 1936 race for McMinn County 

sheriff became hotly contested after 

Democratic candidate Paul Cantrell won 

by a landslide against a Republican tick-

et that had been in control since the Civil 

War. After each election for the next 

decade, it became increasingly clear that 

Cantrell, a cog in the powerful Tennessee 

political machine run by then-Memphis 

Mayor Ed Crump, could not be defeated. 

VETS RETURN

Amidst the growing power of the Crump 

machine, some 3,526 young men left the 

quiet country roads and rambling hills of 

McMinn County for battle overseas. In 

the summer of 1945, they began returning 

home to fi nd that their small town had 

fallen victim to a corrupt government.  

One Saturday Evening Post reporter 

wrote: “Soldiers now returning from the 

front do not seem satisfi ed with the con-

ditions they fi nd at home. They have done 

their job, but they fail to discover that 

we have done ours. They fi nd in the land 

they love the old political gangs, racial 

intolerance, scoundrels in public offi ce, 

irresponsible strikers and the lascivious 

night-club air of those who have fattened 

on war and death…they fi nd cant, greed, 

luxury, hypocrisy, lust and avarice.”

Bar fi ghts between veterans and local 

law enforcement offi cers became com-

monplace. Offi cers received a kickback 

for every ticket issued and every person 

arrested, so innocent passers-through 

would often receive unlawful tick-

ets or harassment by local authorities. 

Gambling and bootlegging ran rampant 

in the community.

According to a report by the Daily 

Post-Athenian (Athens, Tenn.) in 1946, at 

a rally, a GI speaker said, “The principles 

that we fought for in this past war do not 

exist in McMinn County. We fought for 

democracy because we believe in democ-

racy but not the form we live under in 

this county.” 

So the young men who had fought for 

their country stood up to fi ght again—

this time in the voting booths. An all-GI 

ballot appeared in Athens for the August 

1946 election. Cantrell had moved from 

McMinn County sheriff to Tennessee 

state senator. He endorsed incum-

bent Pat Mansfi eld, who had replaced 

Cantrell. Knox Henry, a veteran who 

served in North Africa during WWII, 

hoped to overthrow Mansfi eld.

Because of the county’s history of 

voter intimidation and ballot box stuff-

ing, members of the veteran ticket sent 

numerous requests to state and nation-

al leaders requesting assistance in hold-

ing a fair, honest election—all requests 

remained unanswered.

As Election Day neared, the veterans 

rallied recruits from neighboring coun-

ties, including members of the VFW Post 

in nearby Blount County (Post 5154 in 

Louisville is still active today) to help 

watch election sites in Athens, McMinn’s 

county seat. They prepared to use any 

action necessary to ensure a fair election.

ELECTION DAY BATTLE

Trouble began early election morning. 

Sheriff Mansfi eld arrested Walter Ellis, 

an ex-GI serving as Precinct 1 election 

judge, without cause. It wasn’t until 

much later that Mansfi eld would accuse 

Ellis of committing ballot fraud. After 

Ellis was removed, Mansfield ordered 

some 20 armed deputies to guard the 

courthouse.

Tension remained high through mid-

afternoon. Tom Gillespie, a farmer, 

arrived at Precinct 11 to vote. Allegedly, 

Mansfi eld’s men observed Gillespie vot-

ing “the wrong way,” and he was asked to 

leave because he supposedly was voting 

in the wrong precinct. When Gillespie 

protested, claiming that he had always 

voted there, Deputy Sheriff Windy Wise 

hit Gillespie with brass knuckles, then 

shot him. Gillespie sustained a flesh 

wound to his back and was removed 

from the voting site for treatment.

Meanwhile, fighting broke out at 

other nearby precincts. Election judge 
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Bob Hairrell, also an ex-GI, was beat-

en by Minus Wilburn, the election dep-

uty stationed at Precinct 12 by Sheriff 

Mansfi eld. Offi cials illegally closed the 

12th Precinct polls early, locked the 

doors and guarded the entry.

Sheriff Mansfi eld traveled to the 11th 

Precinct to count votes. Former-GIs and 

election judges Charles Scott, Jr. and 

James Howard Vestal were asked to stay 

in the front of the offi ce while Sheriff 

Mansfield and several other Cantrell 

men counted ballots in the rear. The vets 

were not allowed to leave the area, and 

were locked in the building. When they 

protested, the deputies got violent.

“They were right at us, trying to slug 

us with knuckles and their guns,” Vestal 

recounted. “He [Charles] broke the glass 

and we stumbled through.”

As the men escaped the locked offi ce, 

Wise was quick to pursue, raising his 

gun and pointing it at the ex-servicemen. 

Vestal and Scott, both unarmed, threw 

their hands up and walked slowly across 

the street toward a gathering crowd. 

Wise returned to the offi ce, and Vestal 

and Scott were escorted to the hospital to 

treat their wounds from the broken win-

dow. Chief Deputy Boe Dunn, along with 

six other deputies, ran to secure the bal-

lot box. As the deputies drove away with 

the ballot box, a crowd began to shout, 

“Get your guns boys, get your guns!”

The veterans, initially unarmed to 

promote a peaceful election, decided 

it was time to meet force with force, so 

the group gathered at a local tire shop. 

Two armed deputies approached war 

veteran and election commissioner Otto 

Kennedy and a small group of vets. A 

scuffl e broke out between the groups. 

The WWII vets stationed in the garage 

held their fi re, waiting for more deputies 

to appear. As the vets waited, the crowd 

grew. Reportedly, thousands lined the 

surrounding blocks until the fi rst shot 

rang out. By the end of the skirmish, the 

veterans had apprehended four deputies.

‘ALL HELL BROKE LOOSE’

As the polls closed for the evening, 

Sheriff Mansfi eld and his men attempted 

to secure the ballot boxes, bringing them 

to the jail to be counted.

The veterans knew they’d have to 

move the ballot boxes to a neutral loca-

tion to stop any ballot counting irregular-

ities. Outside of the jail, approximately 

12 hours after the fi rst act of aggression, 

the battle began.

Ralph Duggan, a veteran-leader, said 

they had no choice but to meet fi re with 

fi re. Shots rang out around 9 p.m., accord-

ing to Sheriff Mansfi eld in a Chattanooga 

Daily Times report.

“Counting of ballots stopped when 

the gunfi re broke out, but in the returns 

reported, the veteran-backed ticket 

reportedly was ahead 3-1,” the report read.

It’s unclear who fi red the fi rst shot, 

but a vicious shooting spree between ex-

GIs and offi cers ensued.

“The room I was in received most of 

the fi re,” Ken Wilburn, who was 14 at 

the time of the incident, told the Dalton 

(Tenn.) Daily Citizen in 2008. “Glass 

kept falling and falling. Bullets would 

hit the plaster and it kept falling... Then 

I crawled through to another room and 

sat behind a [brick] wall for close to fi ve 

hours. All hell broke loose.”

Thousands of rounds were exchanged, 

with no end in sight.

Around 1 a.m., the vets cut telephone 

lines to slow communication as reports 

that members of the National Guard were 

being mobilized to calm the situation. 

As 2 a.m. neared, the deputies inside the 

jail threatened to kill three vet hostages 

should the fi ring fail to cease. Neither side 

showed any sign of backing down.

At 3 a.m., the veterans decided enough 

was enough. In a last effort to end the 

battle, they detonated three bundles of 

dynamite—one destroying Mansfi eld’s 

car, one landing on top of the jail porch, 

and the fi nal bundle rattling the jail wall. 

After the explosions, Mansfield and 

Cantrell’s men knew they’d been beaten.

VICTORY FOR THE PEOPLE

According to an official statement 

released the following day by the all-

veteran group, “The GI election offi-

cials went to the polls unarmed to have 

a fair election as Pat Mansfield prom-

ised. They were met with blackjacks and 

pistols. Several GI offi cials were beaten 

and the ballot boxes were moved to the 

jail. The GI supporters went to jail to get 

these boxes and were met by gunfi re.” 

Chuck Redfern, station manager and 

announcer for WLAR radio station in 

Athens, himself a veteran, remembered 

the fi ghting some years later as some of 

the most brutal he’d experienced.

“But no one died,” Redfern said. “I was 

a Marine in the South Pacifi c, but I came 

closer to getting killed that night than I 

did in the war. That is the miracle of the 

battle and, in fact, it changed politics in 

the county forever.”

During the fi ghting, crowds had over-

turned automobiles and set them on fi re. 

As the sun rose over the battle-ravaged 

streets of Athens, veterans continued 

their watch to keep order. 

Cantrell and his men conceded the 

election to the veterans. After the fi nal 

uncompromised ballots were counted, 

the former-GI ticket had won fairly.

The veterans of McMinn County cast 

a stone into the political pond and gained 

national media attention. The ripples 

from the veterans’ efforts affected other 

communities, ranging from Oklahoma 

to New Jersey. One Arkansas veteran, 

quoted by the Knoxville (Tenn.) Journal 

in August 1946, said that “rioting would 

look ‘mild in comparison if there are any 

irregularities’ ” in his local election. 

All other uprisings were settled peace-

fully, but each acted as a reminder to cor-

rupt leadership that the public would no 

longer stand for electoral injustice.

A 1946 New York Times editorial by 

Eleanor Roosevelt said it best: “We may 

deplore the use of force, but we must also 

recognize the lesson which this incident 

points for us all. When the majority of 

the people know what they want, they 

will obtain it.”                                                ✪

E-MAIL kgibson@vfw.org

As the deputies drove away with 
the ballot box, a crowd began to shout, 

 “GET YOUR GUNS BOYS, 

 GET YOUR GUNS!”
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Please reserve Brilliant Uncirculated U.S. Silver Dollars as described in this 
announcement. I understand that either party may cancel this agreement at 
any time. If I am not delighted with my first Silver Dollar, I may return it within 
30 days for a full refund or cancel at any time by calling the toll-free number 
provided with every shipment.

Name
Please print clearly.

Address

City/State                                                     

Zip

SUBSCRIPTION RESERVATION

USD/M042/

nearly two troy pounds of pure silver!

Due to their high silver content, age and collectability,
uncirculated Morgan and Peace U.S. Silver Dollars
are the object of a stockpiling frenzy among 
investors and collectors alike. PCS has acquired 
a limited supply of these coins and we are now 
offering a collection of 28 U.S. Silver Dollars – all in
PREMIUM UNCIRCULATED condition – but only 
while our inventory lasts.

the most coveted of all u.s. silver Dollars.

First issued in 1878, Morgan Silver Dollars are the
most sought-after of all U.S. silver coins, especially
those that have survived in uncirculated condition
after the U.S. melted down more than 270 million of
them for silver in 1918. And no collection is complete
without the last-ever circulating U.S. Silver Dollars,
bearing the striking Peace design. You’ll receive
both in your personal treasury, including the 
important first- and last-year-of-issue Silver
Dollars, sealed in archival-quality cases.

Don’t delay!

U.S. Silver Dollars are seen as protection
against uncertain economic times like
these, so demand is expected to outpace
supply. Each uncirculated U.S. Silver Dollar
is attractively priced at $85 plus $4.90
shipping and service, payable in two
monthly installments of $44.95, and 
you will receive a new coin every 
other month. This price is subject to
possible adjustment only if needed due
to unusual market conditions. You need
send no money now, but you must act fast!

Receive a luxurious wooden Display Chest, a $150 value, FREE with your order.

For fastest delivery: 1-800-641-8026

Includes the 
extremely coveted 

First- and Last-Year-
of-Issue Morgan and 

Peace Dollars.

Bonus 

Gift!
Coins�shown�larger�than�actual�

size�of�38.1�mm�in�diameter.

brilliant uncirculated u.s. silver dollars
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BY TIM DYHOUSE

WITHOUT FIRING

Occupation duty has a long and storied history as 

qualifying service for VFW eligibility. Here is a glimpse of 

the places that conferred membership on veterans who 

wore these little-known medals.   BY ROBERT WIDENER

OCCUPATION 
DUTY AS A 

VFW QUALIFIER

The Spanish government on Cuba delivers custody 

of Cabanas Castle to American troops on Jan. 1, 

1899. Occupation of Cuba was the fi rst o�  cial 

instance of U.S. forces as an occupying force.
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PHOTO
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A
merican military person-

nel who served on occupa-

tion duty in foreign lands 

have always been eligible 

for VFW membership. For 

92 years, between 1898 and 

1990, recipients of seven Army, Navy 

and Marine Corps occupation service 

medals were entitled to claim the Cross 

of Malta. And they did so by never see-

ing combat. 

BEGINNING WITH CUBA

Soon after the Spanish-American War 

ended, U.S. forces began a new function 

on Cuba. The U.S. fl ag was hoisted over 

the island on Jan. 1, 1899, signifying the 

nation’s first official overseas military 

occupation.

Troop strength on Cuba peaked at 

45,000 that March. Soldiers disarmed 

insurgent forces and maintained law and 

order. Pacifi cation was completed by the 

summer, and thereafter U.S. troops were 

gradually withdrawn until May 20, 1902, 

when the last men departed. 

But American soldiers were back four 

years later. In the fall of 1906, President 

Theodore Roosevelt dispatched an expe-

ditionary force to Havana. This Army of 

Cuban Pacifi cation, consisting of 5,000 

soldiers and 1,000 Marines, was restrict-

ed to garrison duty. At no time did U.S. 

servicemen engage in fi ghting. 

With the revolt quelled, the last per-

sonnel left in the spring of 1909. They 

received the Cuban Pacifi cation Medal. 

Perhaps the best-known recipient was 

“Colonel” Harland Sanders of Kentucky 

Fried Chicken fame.

The Army of Puerto Rico Occupation 

Medal went to troops stationed there 

between Aug. 14-Dec. 10, 1898. Some 

16,253 regulars and volunteers (includ-

ing poet-author Carl Sandberg, an active 

VFW member) served on that island.

WWI-ERA GERMANY

In the wake of World War I, 240,000 

Doughboys mounted a “watch on the 

Rhine.” The newly created Third Army, 

made up of three corps comprising nine 

infantry divisions—1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 

5th, 32nd, 42nd, 89th and 90th—was 

stationed in a dozen different cities. 

The 4th Marine Brigade—5th and 6th 

Marines—also was part of the American 

Army of Occupation.

By mid-1919, however, the Third 

Army was reduced to a mere 6,800 

men and redesignated American Forces 

in Germany. The U.S. watch formal-

ly ended on Jan. 24, 1923, when the 

Stars and Stripes was lowered at Fort 

Ehrenbreitstein in Coblenz.

Three VFW commanders-in-chief— 

Eugene P. Carver (1928-29), Otis N. 

Brown (1939-40) and Joseph N. Stack 

(1945-46)—took part in the occupation of 

Germany after fi ghting in France in 1918.

POST-WWII: JAPAN AND KOREA

After World War II, GIs saw service on 

two continents. In Asia, soldiers were 

posted to defeated Japan (including 

the RyuKyu Islands and Bonin-Volcano 

Islands), as well as its former colony, 

Korea. The Army’s 6th, 7th and 40th 

Infantry divisions as part of the 24th 

Corps were stationed on the peninsula. 

Troop strength there peaked at 72,360. 

One GI, Pvt. Charles Labita of E Co., 

32nd IR, 7th ID, was KIA at an outpost 

near Kaesong on the Ongjin Peninsula 

Far le� : Doughboys of H Co., 58th Inf. Regt., 4th Inf. Div., pose with their Colt .45s at 3rd Army Headquarters in Coblenz, Germany, February 

1919. Le� : Mounted troops of the 11th Airborne Division perform occupation duty on horseback in Japan a� er WWII.
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on July 14, 1948.

The divisions were sent home, but the 

newly formed 5th Regimental Combat 

Team maintained a symbolic presence. 

The last GIs left on June 29, 1949 (the 

5th went to Hawaii)—one year before 

the Korean War erupted. Only a 472-

man Korean Military Advisory Group 

remained behind.

Japan was occupied by GIs begin-

ning Aug. 30, 1945. Ultimately, 15 Army 

divisions, as well as the V Amphibious 

Corps (2nd and 5th Marine divisions), 

served on occupation duty there. U.S. 

Army troop strength in Japan peaked at 

385,649 in December 1945.

By the time of South Korea’s invasion 

in 1950, only the 1st Cavalry, 7th, 24th and 

25th Infantry divisions were stationed in 

Japan. Also present was the 5th Air Force 

along with Naval Forces Far East.

When the occupation ended on April 

27, 1952, with the restoration of Japanese 

sovereignty, Army forces there totaled 

106,108. By then, of course, many of the 

troops were directly involved in the 

Korean War build-up.

Also, the Navy patrolled around many 

of the islands of Japan and off Korea, rat-

ing the Navy Occupation Service Medal. 

Some sailors served on shore in Asia.

POST-WWII: EUROPE

Europe hosted by far the largest number 

of U.S. troops.  They included the unique 

U.S. Constabulary. A million or more 

GIs rotated through Germany during 

the 10-year occupation period (1945-55). 

Among them were past VFW command-

ers-in-chief John Stang, Howard Vander 

Clute and Norman Staab. 

Contrary to unsubstantiated claims 

circulated in 2003, only three American 

soldiers may have died from hostile 

causes in occupied Germany. On Dec. 

23, 1945, two GIs of the 78th Infantry 

Division were killed near Templehof 

Airport by unidentifi ed assailants. And 

on March 3, 1946, Lt. James Wilson of 

the 778th Ordnance Co., 78th Inf. Div., 

was shot to death by a Soviet sentry in 

Berlin while driving his car.

Austria, like Germany, was occupied 

for an entire decade. U.S. troops con-

trolled one of four Allied zones there. The 

backbone of the Army’s combat comple-

ment in Austria was the 350th Infantry 

Regiment, which was relieved from the 

88th Infantry Division in May 1948. Also 

part of the early occupying force was the 

4th Constabulary Regiment. 

In mid-1952, GIs peaked at 17,490. The 

occupation closed with Austria’s inde-

pendence on July 27, 1955. During the 

occupation, on May 3, 1951, one GI, Cpl. 

Paul Gresens of the 796th MP Battalion, 

was shot and killed by two Soviet sol-

diers in Vienna.

Military government lasted in Italy 

proper until Sept. 15, 1947, date of the rat-

ifi cation of the Italian Peace Treaty. The 

10th Mountain Division, and 34th, 85th, 

88th and 91st Infantry divisions were 

there early on. The 5th Army’s II Corps 

was gone by the end of September 1945, 

leaving behind one division. Eligibility 

for the Army of Occupation Medal 

(AOM) encompassed service within the 

compartment of Venezia Giulia E. Zara 

or province of Udine, or with a unit spe-

cifi cally designated.

One area of occupation in post-WWII 

Europe was unique because it witnessed 

actual fi refi ghts. Disputed Trieste, in the 

Qualifying Medals for VFW Membership

Army of Cuba 

Occupation 

Medal

Army of Puerto 

Rico Occupation 

Medal

Army of 

Occupation of 

Germany Medal

Army of 

Occupation–

Europe Medal

Army of 

Occupation–

Far East Medal

Navy 

Occupation 

Service Medal

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR ERA

Army of Cuba Occupation  ............... Army ..... July 18, 1898-May 20, 1902

Army of Puerto Rico Occupation .... Army ..... Aug. 14-Dec. 10, 1898

Cuban Pacifi cation ........................... Army ..... Oct. 6, 1906-April 1, 1909

Cuban Pacifi cation ........................... Navy ...... Sept. 12, 1906-April 1, 1909

WORLD WAR I ERA

Army of Occupation of Germany..... Army ..... Nov. 12, 1918-July 11, 1923

ARMY OF OCCUPATION

Italy ..................................................................... May 9, 1945-Sept. 15, 1947

Germany (except West Berlin) ....................... May 9, 1945-May 5, 1955

West Berlin ........................................................ May 9, 1945-Oct. 2, 1990

Austria ................................................................ May 9, 1945-July 27, 1955

Korea .................................................................. Sept. 3, 1945-June 29, 1949

Japan .................................................................. Sept. 3, 1945-April 27, 1952

NAVY OCCUPATION SERVICE

Italy ..................................................................... May 8, 1945-Sept. 15, 1947

Trieste ................................................................ May 8, 1945-Oct. 25, 1954

Germany (except West Berlin) ....................... May 8, 1945-May 5, 1955

Austria ................................................................ May 9, 1945-Oct. 25, 1955

Asiatic/Pacifi c .................................................. Sept. 2, 1945-April 27, 1952 

Cuban 

Pacifi cation 

(Army) Medal

Each Occupation Medal means eligibility for the VFW. 

For more information, go to: www.vfw.org/Join

continued on page 34 ➤



900,000 AmpliEar Hearing Amplifiers Sold

Hear Like Never Before

The Nation’s
Very Best!

Since the year 2000 -
AmpliEar has been America’s #1
Selling Hearing Amplifier. With
900,000 Units Sold all across the
United States - AmpliEar has
proven itself to be the Best, Most
Reliable Hearing Amplifier in the
World today - and as always
UNDER $35! 
Now, in 2012, the Engineers

at AmpliEar have developed an
ALL NEW top of the line Digital
Hearing Amplifier ... aptly
named the Mega AmpliEar.
All new Digital circuity  - and

the Digital Enhanced Capacitor -
amplifies sound like never
before! American Research
Institute testing rates the new
AmpliEar a full 100 out of 100
points for clarity, amplification,
and comfort!
Yes! The NEW Mega AmpliEar

is 100% adjustable (now
designed to be adjustable for the
smallest to the largest ear
opening), fits both men and
women - and is nearly invisible
in your ear. So, end those
embarrassing moments. Never
apologize again for not being
able to hear. Begin to:
� Hear the QUIETEST Whispers
� Listen to the FAINTEST Phone
Conversations 

� Watch TV with the volume
on LOW

� CLEARLY hear conversations
in a crowded room

Trust Ampli-Ear
Quality

� Mega Comfort Five silicone Ear tips
� Mega Discrete New Mega-Small size
� Mega Power Digital Technology

Amplifies Like never Before!
� Mega Value Not $500 - Just $34.50

Direct From the Manufacturer!
� Mega Easy Easy sound adjustment

and Easy battery Changes!

ONLY
$34.50$34.50

Direct From The
Manufacturer!

Now You Can...

NEARLY INVISIBLE

Card #:___________________________________________________ Exp:_____/_____

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________ State ______ Zip: _________________

REQUIRED Signature:______________________________________________________

�� YES! Please RUSH me (1) MEGA Ampli-Ear unit for only $34.50 FREE DELIVERY
�� SAVE 15%: 2 MEGA Ampli-Ears Only $58.65 FREE DELIVERY
�� SAVE 20%: 3 MEGA Ampli-Ears (have an extra on hand!) Only $79.00 FREE DELIVERY

�� Lifetime Damage Replacement Guarantee $5.95 per unit
�� Bonus Deal! 500 Hours of Batteries Only $6.95! Postpaid!
�� Super Bonus! Both the Lifetime Guarantee & 500 Hours of Batteries

Only $9.95! Postpaid!
�� Wax Remover Please send me a wax removal kit to remove unwanted

ear wax from my ampliear unit: Only $9.95 Postpaid!
� Check or money order enclosed
� Charge my:   � Visa   � Amex   � MC   � Discover

Send Order To: American Research Institute, Dept. VFW-12
773 Victory Highway, West Greenwich, RI 02817

FREE DELIVERY on All Orders!

Try Ampli-Ear RISK FREE! Easy. Simple. Honest.
Try Ampli-Ear for yourself for an entire month. If you are
unhappy for ANY reason ... Just send it back for a Complete and
Immediate Refund. No Questions Asked. Easy. Simple. Honest.

I am 18 years old or older and voluntarily sign this waiver which indicates
that I do not wish a medical evaluation or test before purchasing the
AmpliEar. I understand that The FDA has determined that my best interests
would be served if I had a medical evaluation by a licensed physician who
specializes in diseases of the ear, before purchasing the AmpliEar - or a
test by a licensed hearing aid dispenser utilizing established procedures
and instrumentation in the fitting of hearing instruments. ©2012 ARI

Order Online at: www.AmpliEar.com

NEW, IMPROVED
AND RISK

FREE!

A Note from the President
of Ampli-Ear

Look. I know you may be skep-
tical of a $34.50 Hearing Amplifier.
I would be too since hearing aids
can sell for thousands of dollars. So
how do I supply a good product at
a low price? Easy.

Hearing Amplifiers DON’T cost
manufacturers thousands, or even
hundreds of dollars to make. But
with middle men, mark-ups and
more mark-ups, the customer - YOU
- are usually charged sky high prices. 

I promise you AmpliEar is a top
quality product... that will make a
REAL DIFFERENCE in YOUR
quality of life. With 3/4 of a million
units sold, countless testimonials,
and factory Direct Pricing - I can
say with confidence that you will
be happy with your purchase. And
if you aren’t - I will send your
money back.

So go ahead and order today. You
have nothing to lose and all the
sounds in the world to gain. I stand
by AmpliEar and I bet you will too.

Sincerely,
Joseph England
President AmpliEar

Our Risk Free
Guarantee!

AmpliEar is an American
Company that does business the
old fashioned way - with pride
and integrity. We take all the
worry out of ordering.

Try AmpliEar RISK FREE.
Try it yourself for an ENTIRE
MONTH. If you are unhappy for
ANY reason... Just send it back
for a Complete and Immediate
Refund. No Questions Asked.
Easy Simple. Honest.
But, with over 900,000 units

sold... with customers from across
the U.S. ...with AmpliEar even
used by U.S. Soldiers serving
overseas... you can place your
order knowing that AmpliEar is
the World’s #1 selling Hearing
Amplifier ...and that it will improve
YOUR quality of life for the better.

Not $500

Real Customers
Praise Ampli-
Ear Quality!

� Problem Solved!
“My husband’s habit of losing
aids (at $1,500 a piece) is now
solved as he likes your device
as well.” - L.B.

� He Loves It!

“Yesterday afternoon my
husband’s Ampli-Ear arrived
and he loves it. The difference
in his hearing is remarkable.” -
Mrs. O.B., San Antonio, Texas

� What He’s Been
Searching for!

“I have ordered other hearing
devices for my father but they
didn’t work for him. The Ampli-
Ear is what he has been
searching for. He really likes it.”
- Mr. A.O., Gastonia, N.C.

� Tremendous Relief
to Hear!

“I purchased one of your hearing
devices some two or three
months ago. I must say how
thrilled I was with it and what a
tremendous relief it was to
actually hear. I have lost almost
90% of my hearing in my left ear
and never thought I’d be able to
afford such a device to hear
normally. I have told many of my
friends about your product”
- Ms. W.K., Rock Springs, WY

� Better Than the
$1,000 Aid!

“My husband just received one in
the mail and he likes it better than
the hearing aid he paid $1,000
for.” - Order # x36421443
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province bordering Italy and Communist 

Yugoslavia, caused hostile action along 

the Morgan Line between members of 

the 88th Division and Tito’s partisans 

during 1945-46.  

On the ground, two 88th soldiers were 

KIA. And on July 12, 1946, a squad of L 

Co., 351st Inf., was ambushed by “Jugs” 

near Ursina. No Americans died in the 

firefight, but two Yugoslavian soldiers 

did. In the air over Bled, Yugoslavia, the 

communists shot down a plane of the 

U.S. European Air Transport Service, 

killing five Americans. 

October 1946 saw the “Blue Devils” 

at 11,352 men—the only division in the 

entire U.S. Army then at full operational 

strength.

Cities in Crisis

Though Italy itself was not occupied 

after 1947, the 88th’s 351st Regiment 

remained on duty in Trieste until Oct. 

26, 1954, when the city was restored to 

Italy. Approximately 5,000 U.S. soldiers 

formed TRUST (Trieste U.S. Troops). 

Soldiers who served on the Yugoslav 

border through mid-September 1947 

earned the AOM, but those stationed in 

Trieste after that date were excluded. 

Tens of thousands of GIs rotated through 

Europe’s “trigger city” over nearly 10 

years.

The U.S. Navy, however, did recognize 

its personnel offshore in the Adriatic Sea 

up until October 1954, with the Navy 

Occupation Service Medal.

One remnant of the Army of 

Occupation remained on duty for another 

36 years. Members of the Berlin Brigade 

and various Air Force units continued to 

qualify for the AOM, and thus VFW, until 

Oct. 2, 1990, when the Allied occupation 

formally ended. By the time the brigade 

was deactivated four years later, 100,000 

GIs had served in the city.

As history shows, with only a handful 

of minor exceptions, hundreds of thou-

sands of uniformed Americans qualified 

for VFW membership solely by virtue of 

overseas service recognized by the Army 

or Navy Occupation Medal. They have 

been welcome in the ranks for well over 

a century.                                                        J

E-mail magazine@vfw.org

Without Firing a Shot  
 continued from page 32

©2012 Anheuser-Busch, Budweiser® Beer, St. Louis, MO

Donation includes $5,000 for every walk-off in select 2012 professional baseball games and 5¢/case of Budweiser sold, 5/20-7/7  

with a maximum donation of $2,500,000. For details, visit www.facebook.com/budweiser



SUPER 

COUPON!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS
Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

SUPER 

COUPON!

SUPER 

COUPON!

SUPER 

COUPON!

SUPER 

COUPON!

SUPER 

COUPON!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 6
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

OFFOFF
2020%%

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Save 20% on any one item purchased at our store. *Cannot be used 
with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track Club membership, phone or online orders, extended 
service plans or on any of the following: compressors, generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor 
jacks, Campbell Hausfeld products, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid 
on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

FREE!FREE!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1    Cannot be used with other discount, coupon 
or prior purchase. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges 
may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must 
be presented. Valid through 11/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer per day.
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COUPON!
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!
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COUPON!

SUPER 

COUPON!

LIFETIME WARRANTY
ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU!

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell 
high quality tools at such ridiculously 
low prices? We buy direct from the 
factories who also supply the major 
brands and sell direct to you. It's just 
that simple!  See for yourself at one of 
our 400 Stores Nationwide and use this 
20% Off Coupon on one of our 7,000 
products*, plus pick up a Free  6 Piece 
Screwdriver Set, a $4.99 value . We 
stock Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, 
Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power Tools, 
Woodworking Tools, Welders, Tool 
Boxes, Generators, and much more.

Nobody Beats Our Quality, 
Service and Price!

Over•  20 Million Satisfi ed Customers!
1 Year Competitor's Low Price Guarantee• 
No Hassle Return Policy!• 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!• 

SUPER 

COUPON!

 $6999 REG. 
PRICE 

$139 .99 

 RAPID PUMP® 
3 TON 
HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

SAVE 
$70

Item  68048  
shown

LOT NO. 
 68048 /69227

WEIGHS 
74 LBS.

SAVE 
50%

LARGE
LOT NO.  93640 

X-LARGE
LOT NO.  93641 

 $399 
REG. PRICE $7.99

YOUR 
CHOICE!

  MECHANIC'S 
GLOVES 

 $499 

 AUTOMATIC 
BATTERY FLOAT 

CHARGER 
LOT NO. 42292  /

69594/69955
REG. 

PRICE 
$12 .99 

Item 42292
shown

SAVE 
50%

SAVE 
$130SAVE 

$160

SAVE 
61%

 12" RATCHET 
BAR CLAMP/SPREADER 

LOT NO.  46807/ 
68975/69221/69222

 $199 
REG. PRICE $5.4 9 

Item 
46807 
shown

SAVE 
63%

 36 LED SOLAR 
SECURITY LIGHT 

Item  98085  
shown

LOT NO.  98085 /
69644/
69890

 $1799 
REG. PRICE $24 .99 

 Includes 1.2 volt, 600mAh/6 volt NiCd 
rechargeable battery pack. 

SAVE 
28%

LOT NO. 
94141/
69874

 $1999 
REG. PRICE $44 .99 

 TRIPLE BALL 
TRAILER 

HITCH 

Item 94141 
shown SAVE 

55%

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 

REG. PRICE $6 .99 
 $349 

LOT NO. 877/69137/69249/69129

SAVE 
50%

Item 877 
shown

 RECIPROCATING SAW
 WITH ROTATING HANDLE

LOT NO.  65570 

 $1999 REG. 
PRICE 

$39 .99 

70 dB Noise Level• 

REG. 
PRICE 

$449.99

LOT NO.  68528/
67560 /69729/69676

LOT NO. 
 68527/69728/69675,

CALIFORNIA ONLY 

 $28999 

UPOP
SUPERSUPER

   QUIET!   QUIET!

Item 68528 shown

3200 RATED WATTS/
 4000 MAX. WATTS

PORTABLE GENERATORS  
(212 CC)

LOT NO. 95659

 580 LB. 
CAPACITY 

FOUR DRAWER 
TOOL CART 
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BY RICHARD K. KOLB

LAST DAYS OF 
THE INFANTRY 
IN VIETNAM, 1972
By the fi nal full year of the war, American grunts were a rarity in the fi eld. The last of them 

would die by enemy action in early June. For light weapons infantrymen and their constant 

companions—mortarmen, combat medics, armor recon and crewmen, artillery forward 

observers and their fi eld radio operators—it was a lonely end. It was the same for a handful 

of Special Forces advisers. Three task forces would close out GI ground operations.        
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RECALLING THE WANING DAYS

Many 196th vets recall those last days in the fi eld vividly when 

U.S. withdrawal was in full swing. A squad leader in D Co., 

3rd Bn., 21st Inf., Sgt. Dana Monaco remembers conducting 

“mostly search and destroy patrols and guarding the ridge line 

around DaNang. I came home during the large-scale troop pull 

out in March, but a lot of my men were still there for the fi nale 

in August. These were not nice times.”

Terry Jordan was a mortarman with the 1st Bn., 46th Inf., 

based at Hill 350 (LZ Maude). In April, his unit was the far-

thest north, with 100 men working the bush around Charlie 

Ridge. “Humping 81mm mortars on top of your rucksack, 

weapon, ammo and 81mm round wasn’t easy,” he said. 

Jim Gales was a gunner with an 81mm mortar crew of B 

Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf. “The last few months, right up until June, 

we spent guarding the radar site [LORAN Station] for guid-

ing B-52s, being out on Observation Post 56, FSB Linda and at 

Camp Carroll,” he remembers. 

John Woyansky was a platoon leader in the 1st Infantry’s 2nd 

Battalion until leaving in mid-June. “Those were tense times,” 

he says. “We were in rolling hills southwest of Phu Bai guard-

ing some signal/intelligence site, running patrols. Most of my 

platoon went to the 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. Apparently, remnants of 

the platoon became a ‘4th Platoon’ in that unit. Fortunately, 

they all made it out alive.”    

As the American infantry war ground to a halt, two line out-

fi ts vied for the title of “last to leave”: elements of the 196th and 

the 1st Bn., 7th Cav, 1st Cav Division. The “First Team” missed 

that mark by a mere week or so, but has other claims to distinc-

tion, some unwanted. Its troopers stayed in the fi eld, doggedly 

pursuing the enemy. 

A squad leader of an 81mm mortar crew attached to E Co., 

1st Bn., 7th Cav, Sgt. Maximo Carraso arrived in Vietnam in 

January 1972. He was based at a mini-fi rebase in March and 

April. “During the NVA Easter Offensive,” he says, “FSB Spudis 

was constantly hit. Even after moving back to Bien Hoa in 

August, we were hit by 122mm rockets. We could see them 

being launched; they sounded like speeding freight trains.” 

Walter Roberts was a medic with 2nd Plt., D Co., 7th Cav, 

leaving the country in early June. “Our company was commit-

ted to search and destroy missions in Long Khanh, Phuoc Long 

and Tay Ninh provinces. We had numerous contacts with NVA 

regulars who were well-dug into bunker complexes,” he recalls 

40 years later. 

The last infantry GIs to die in Vietnam on the ground by 

enemy action were 1st Cav Rangers: Sgt. Elvis Osborne and 

Spec. 4 Jeffrey Maurer. On June 9, H Company’s Ranger Team 

76, led by Osborne, conducted a recon patrol near Tan Uyen. 

After helicopter gunships raked the NVA bunker complex 

there, the team went in to assess the damage. Either rocket fi re 

or a command-detonated bomb rigged as a mechanical ambush 

device claimed their lives. 

H Company ceased combat operations by mid-July. A month 

later, on Aug. 15, it was inactivated, the last U.S. Ranger unit to 

serve in Vietnam. It was credited with the longest continuous 

combat tenure of any Ranger outfi t in U.S. military history up 

to that time. (The 1st Cav’s 34th Scout Dog and 62nd Combat 

A
s 1972 opened, only two U.S. divisions (the 1st 

Cav and the 101st Airborne) along with the 196th 

Light Infantry Brigade (LIB) fi elded a total of 14 

infantry battalions in Vietnam. Five of those bat-

talions were gone within the fi rst two months of 

the year. The 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment also 

still maintained one squadron (the 2nd) in-country. (Its G and 

F troops lost a total of three men KIA, all armor crewmen in 

separate incidents, early in the year.) 

America’s ground war was ending, and the casualties clear-

ly refl ected that fact. Infantry KIA occurred only sporadically, 

mostly in the fi rst three months of the year. Throughout 1972, a 

total of 16 “11 Bravos” (excluding advisers with that MOS oper-

ating with ARVN units) were killed on the ground as a result of 

enemy action. Fourteen, or 88%, were members of the “First 

Team”: seven were killed by small arms and seven in explosions. 

The 196th’s only ground-grunt KIA (two) came from the 2nd 

Bn., 1st Infantry, on Feb. 25-26, in two different actions before 

the massive NVA Easter Offensive was launched on March 30. 

Woody Collins, Sgt. Larry Corpuz, Sgt. Clint Vogel, 

Jim Gales, Al  Horner and Frank Hagen of the 

81mm Mortar Plt., B Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., 196th 

LIB, await their last fl ight on a Huey helicopter 

from the chopper pad on Observation Post 56 in 

June 1972.
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Tracker platoons also were on duty until 

mid-August.)

TASK FORCE GARRY OWEN: 
1ST BN., 7TH CAVALRY 
It was the 1st Bn., 7th Cav, the core of 

Task Force Garry Owen, that carried the 

division’s banner until the bitter end in 

early August. It operated in III Corps 

around Bien Hoa from fi rebases such as 

Bunker Hill and Grunt.

On June 15, when the 3rd Brigade left 

Vietnam, “Deadly Delta” was created out 

of B Company with troopers 

from the 2nd Bn., 8th Cav 

and 1st Bn., 12th Cav, fi lling 

the remaining ranks. 

Some 139 men were 

assigned to the company 

plus an artillery forward 

observer and his radio oper-

ator, four medics and three 

Kit Carson Scouts (for-

mer enemy Vietnamese). 

Providing fi re support was 

B Battery, 1st Battalion, 21st 

Field Artillery. 

A brand-new arrival to 

the war and the 1st Cav was 

Marc G. Thibodeaux. “I actu-

ally enlisted to go to Vietnam, so the 

Army had to send me there even though 

I was an 11 Bravo,” he said. “I ended up 

in-country in May 1972 and with Delta 

Company through August.” (Thibodeaux 

would serve the remainder of his tour, 

until Jan. 31, 1973, as a gate guard for the 

Command Aircraft Company at Tan Son 

Nhut Air Base near Saigon.) 

Lt. Sandler Heller led the 4th Plt., 

C Co., 1st Bn., 7th Cav, for about five 

weeks, then switched over to “Deadly 

Delta.” “The men were the best you 

could ask for,” Heller stresses today. “It 

was the wrong image projected back in 

the world. We were in the fi eld well past 

the time the President announced the 

U.S. no longer had ground combat troops 

in Vietnam. We got the word live on the 

radio as we were boarding a slick for 

another insertion and patrol.”   

Bob McConnell was captain of Delta 

Company and agrees with Heller’s 

assessment of the troopers.

“As we drew back and drew down, no 

one wanted to be the last man killed in 

Vietnam,” he says. “Despite that, Custer’s 

Finest, the 1st of the 7th Cav, stayed hard 

core to the end. We did combat assaults, 

set ambushes on trails and blew bunker 

complexes up to the last. The last guys 

out of the bush that August said good-bye 

to Vietnam with a mag and a frag. Men in 

the 1st Cavalry did heroic things for each 

other without hesitation. I am proud to 

have been one of their commanders.”

McConnell describes Delta’s fi nal days 

in the fi eld graphically: “Our last com-

bat mission was an air assault northeast 

of FSB Grunt. It was full on air cavalry 

with artillery prep, Cobras fi ring rock-

ets, resupply on day three and a ‘frag and 

mag mad minute’ as we boarded slicks 

for the last time after the operation was 

completed. The last ‘kills’ by Task Force 

Garry Owen were a bunch of dead mon-

keys hosed by Cobras. 

ABOVE: Members of D Co., 1st Bn., 7th Cav., were among the last grunts to exit 

Vietnam in August 1972. They operated around Bien Hoa.

BELOW: Taking a break under a poncho are 7th Cav o�  cers 1st. Lt. Mike 

Dawson, Capt. Bob McConnell, 1st Lt. Ernie Seitz and 2nd Lt. Gary Bergtholdt.

COURTESY BOB MCCONNELL
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“It was all over by Aug. 8 as the task 

force melted away. Unlike the 3rd Bn., 

21st Inf., there was no formal, ceremonial 

stand down for TF Garry Owen. No press 

was on hand to greet our last patrol, so 

our last mission went unrecorded.” 

TASK FORCE GIMLET: 
3RD BN., 21ST INFANTRY
When the 196th LIB left Vietnam in early 

June, the 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry, 

stayed behind to protect DaNang Air 

Base. Along with B Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd 

Field Artillery, it formed  Task Force 

Gimlet (the 21st’s nickname) on June 15. 

The task force’s normal routine was 

punctuated by a tragic accident on July 7. 

While in a night defensive position, four 

men of 1st Platoon of A Company were 

killed by “friendly fi re” from an artillery 

round fi red by B Battery based on Hill 260. 

“I was the radio-telephone opera-

tor (RTO) on the gun (#2) that fi red the 

friendly fire round and was stationed 

with the RTO who called in the mission 

for the platoon,” remembers Ron Fox. “I 

refused to fi re the round because I knew 

something was not right. I made Fire 

Direction Center (FDC) re-plot the data 

three times and required the FDC offi cer 

to give me a direct order to fi re the gun.” 

 John Rieu was a medic attached to 

that six-gun battery, which was ordered 

to fi re a high-explosive round, and was 

down in the parapet during the fi re mis-

sion. “The mistake was either made by 

the grunts in the field or the tactical 

operations center personnel,” he says. 

“The gun battery crew entered the coor-

dinates provided to them correctly and 

was not at fault.” 

In early August, Lt. Col. Rocco Negris 

stood before the specially handpicked 

men of D Co., 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. “No taking 

chances. No heroics,” he told them. “This 

is our last patrol.” For three days, Aug. 8-10, 

the grunts beat the bush in the DaNang 

“rocket belt.” Several were wounded 

by booby traps. Spec. 4 James McVicar 

stepped on a half-buried c-ration can, 

which exploded, spraying him with shrap-

nel. Evacuated to the 95th Evacuation 

Hospital in DaNang, he was the last line 

infantryman wounded in the war. 

Six men of Fire Team Bravo, 2nd 

Squad, 3rd Platoon, D Company, led by 

Lt. John Vermilion, were the last to be 

Artillerymen on Gun #4, B Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd FA, ready to load 

the fi nal U.S. round of the Vietnam War on Aug. 10, 1972. By 

month’s end, unit members were home.

 On Aug. 10, 1972, the last U.S. infantrymen of D Co., 3rd 

Bn., 21st Inf., are extracted from the fi eld just west of 

DaNang by a helicopter of the 11th Combat Aviation Group.

LAST COMBAT PATROL

LAST ARTILLERY ROUND FIRED
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lifted out of the fi eld by helicopter on that 

history-making mission. When the entire 

operation was completely done, Sgt. Al 

Alcala exclaimed: “God, I can’t believe 

we’re fi nally going home—that it’s over!” 

CBS reporter Phil Jones accompanied 

that fi nal patrol. “For the grunts,” he pro-

claimed, “the Vietnam War is over.” 

But it had been hard slogging to get 

to that juncture of history. Roger Drouet 

was among those extracted from the fi eld 

on Aug. 10. An M-60 machine gunner, he 

participated in 25 aerial missions from 

January through July. “We stayed in the 

jungle two weeks at a time,” he recalled, 

“sometimes inserted by helicopter into 

hot LZs. We set up listening posts on trails 

outside night defensive positions, which 

were often probed by sappers. Memories 

of the sounds, sights and smells of these 

operations never go away.”

Rich Wengatz arrived in Vietnam on 

Jan. 1, 1972. An 11D20—armor recon spe-

cialist—he started out with the 2nd Sqdn., 

11th ACR at Pho Loi. On May 28, he went 

to the 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., and fi nally C Co., 

2nd Bn., 21st Inf., from June 15 to Aug. 

12. His path to Vietnam was unique. “I 

was a Department of the Army volunteer 

who selected the option for Vietnam,” he 

said. “On the last night my unit was in 

the fi eld, my squad drew the short straw 

and set up along a known NVA trail with 

an OP and tripwires/Claymores.”   

Also arriving in January, Rich Waldrop 

ended up in the mortar platoon of HHC 

in battalion headquarters at the base of 

Hill 321. He clearly remembers the last 

stand down: “As I stood in the fi nal for-

mation where we furled the colors, I real-

ized I was part of a historical moment in 

the Vietnam War and was proud to have 

served.”

Gun bunnies of B Btry., 3rd Bn., 82nd 

Field Artillery were part of that history, 

too. Ron Fox vividly recalls the fi nal mis-

sion: “The battery stayed out for another 

day to cover the infantry as they pulled 

out of the field. There was a massive 

fi re for effect, all six guns fi ring 20 to 30 

rounds each and then Gun #4 fi red one 

fi nal round. The U.S. fl ag that fl ew over 

the fi rebase was taken down and so ended 

the U.S. artillery’s role in Vietnam.”    

George Whitehouse was the section 

chief of the Fire Direction Center. “That 

fi nal, ceremonial round went off of Hill 

260 at 1100 hours on Aug. 10,” he says. 

“I remember thinking this is really it for 

me [he had been with three other artil-

lery units that stood down], and we are 

really going home. But it was fi ve weeks 

too late for the four troopers who died 

on July 7. I carry their names around in 

my wallet to this day. May we never for-

get the sacrifi ces they made.” 

Even after Task Force Gimlet ended, 

some grunts were still serving in 

Vietnam because they arrived late. Tim 

Ingle got to DaNang on March 9. Starting 

off with C Co., 2nd Bn., 1st Inf., he even-

tually wound up in B Co., 3rd Bn., 21st 

Inf. “We mostly tromped around in the 

rocket belt outside DaNang and suf-

fered the elements,” he said. “Most men 

were worried that they would be the last 

American killed in the war.” 

 But he, like a few others, was destined 

for a longer stay. “Those of us who were 

left in my unit beyond August were sent 

to F Trp., 8th Cav, 1st Avn. Bde., to work 

security from Marble Mountain, a miser-

able place,” Ingle recalled. “I fi nally left 

Vietnam on Nov. 12, 1972.”  

By the fall, only three rifl e security 

companies remained behind—in Long 

Binh and Qui Nhon—as part of the U.S. 

Army Support Command, and they were 

all gone by Nov. 26. However, seven air 

cavalry troops were there until Feb. 

26, 1973. The Infantry Security Force 

(Special Guard) stayed until the very end 

in March 1973. The fi rst U.S. infantry unit 

to arrive in-country, it was composed of 

specially chosen soldiers. 

Whatever Happened to 3/21?
AFTER IT WAS INACTIVATED in Oakland, Calif., on Aug. 23, 1972, the 3rd Battalion, 

21st Infantry, remained out of combat action for the next 32 years.  It was reacti-

vated again (a� er several earlier activations) on March 16, 2002, and assigned to the 

25th Infantry Division.  Since Dec. 16, 2006, the Gimlets have been stationed at Fort 

Wainwright in Fairbanks, Alaska. 

As a component of the 25th’s 1st Brigade Combat Team (BCT), 3/21 completed 

its fi rst Iraq tour in 2004-05. Serving in and around Mosul, it earned a Valorous Unit 

Award as part of the entire brigade for Operation Founding Fathers, which supported 

elections in Nineveh province.  A second tour in Iraq, 2008-09, saw the battalion in 

Diyala province with Task Force Lightning. Earning three campaign stars over two 

tours, the battalion sustained eight KIA and some 76 WIA. 

In March 2011, the 3rd Battalion deployed to Afghanistan as part of the 4,000-

man 1st Stryker BCT—the “Arctic Wolves.” Operating in the southern provinces of 

Zabul and Kandahar, the Gimlets saw duty in places like Outpost Lion on the edge of 

the Horn of Panjwai. By the time it returned to Fairbanks in April 2012, six battalion 

members had been KIA by the Taliban. 

ABOVE: Soldiers from 2nd Plt., B Co., 3rd Bn., 21st Inf. Regt., 25th Inf. Div., pause outside 

a locked door during a search for hidden weapons in Rawah, Iraq, on Aug. 10, 2005.
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According to The New York Times*, the 
bathroom can be the most dangerous room 

in the home. Hundreds of thousands of falls 
and accidents happen each year.  
FACT: 1 in 3 adults 65+ fall each year, and falls are 
the leading cause of injury death as well as 
the most common cause of nonfatal injuries 
and hospital admissions for trauma.**

The MOST DANGEROUS room 
in your home... the bathroom

GET BACK IN THE WATER SAFELY: A SAFE STEP TO COMFORT AND INDEPENDENCE

A Safe Step Walk-In Tub 
will offer independence 

to those seeking a safe and 
easy way to bathe right in 
the convenience and 
comfort of your own home. 
Constructed and built right 
here in America for safety 
and durability from the 
ground up. Plus with more 
standard features than any 
other tub:
•  Less than 4-inch step up*** 
•  Built in 17-inch high 

seat for stability
•  In-line Heater
• Ozone Sanitizer
•  No-Strength Locking handle
•  Gentle Jet™ System, 

16 air streams and 
10 water jets

•  Lifetime warranty on the 
tub and door seal

A Safe Step Walk-In Tub 
also offers life changing 
therapeutic relief from 
all kinds of aches and 
pains. Featuring carefully 
engineered dual hydro 

massage and air bubble 
jets—both strategically 
placed to target sore 
muscles and joints in your 
legs and back.
These tubs are designed 
to easily fi t your existing 
tub space without a full 

remodel. Installation is 
included in the package 
and our installers are 
insured and certifi ed in 
walk-in tub installation- all 
work is 100% guaranteed.
Offering the highest 
quality and service 
while maintaining a low 
affordable price, there just 
isn’t a better walk-in tub 
on the market.
So take your fi rst step 
towards feeling great and 
stay in the home you love.

SAFETY NEVER FELT SO GOOD.™

LIFETIME
LIMITED WARRANTY

Call now toll-free 

1-877-631-8502 
for more information and 
for our Senior Discounts.
Financing available with approved credit.

www.safesteptub.com

* BAKALAR, NICHOLAS. “Watch Your Step While Washing Up.” New York Times 16, Aug. 2011, 
New York Edition ed., Section D sec.: D7. Web  **CDC - Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Safe Step Tubs have received the 
Ease-of-Use Commendation from 

the Arthritis Foundation

$750 OFF
when you mention this ad

for a limited time only

Call Toll-Free 1-877-631-8502

*** On uninstalled tub, actual height may vary based 
upon installation
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TASK FORCE MADDEN:
2ND SF BATTALION, 1ST SFG
But it would be among another 

group of elite Army troops that 

the last American would die 

in a fi refi ght in Vietnam. Near 

the war’s end, Special Forces 

(SF) tasks were classified and 

hence largely unknown. The 1st 

Special Forces Group, based 

on Okinawa, formed Task 

Force Madden and dispatched nine 

operational teams and 113 SF per-

sonnel to Vietnam beginning July 

5, 1972.

TF Madden would be the 1st SFG’s 

last combat operation of the Second 

Indochina War. One of its tasks was to 

train indigenous personnel as instructors 

and cadre for the Cambodian Medium 

Range Reconnaissance Patrolling Course. 

One training camp was located at Long 

Hai in coastal Phuoc Tuy province. 

B Company of the 2nd SF Battalion 

supplied the detachments for the task 

force. Operational 

D e t a c h m e n t  22 

consisted of  20 

m e n  c o m m a n d -

ed by Capt. James 

M. Fletcher. One of 

the 10-man teams 

included Master Sgt. 

Nicholas Marvais, 

operations sergeant; 

Sgt. 1st Class Clifford 

Newman, intelli-

gence ser-

geant; and 

Sgt. Fred G. 

Mick, assis-

tant medic. 

Marvais and 

Mick would 

be on a fate-

ful convoy in the fall.

As fate would have it, Cliff Newman 

missed that convoy. “The week prior 

to Fred’s incident, I was supervising a 

patrol in a reportedly dry (secure) area 

and walked into a small ambush,” he 

recalls. “I stepped on a booby trap and 

shattered my left foot. Fred was one of 

the medics who applied fi rst aid. I was 

evacuated to the 3rd Field Hospital in 

Saigon, and about two weeks later on to 

Okinawa. The VFW Post there awarded 

me a life membership, by the way.”

On Oct. 12, Mick and Marvais were 

riding in a 2 ½-ton truck in a convoy car-

rying equipment being returned to Bien 

Hoa. Traveling along Highway 13, the 

convoy—it included 10 Cambodians—

was ambushed between Long Thanh and 

Long Binh. “The ambush was triggered 

by an explosion followed by heavy small-

arms fi re,” Marvais stated in the after-

action report. When he checked, “Sgt. 

Mick was dead.” Seven Cambodians also 

were killed. 

Sniper fi re pinned the survivors down 

in a ditch until relief arrived. Mick’s body 

was taken by a medevac helicopter to the 

3rd Field Hospital in Saigon. Marvais 

was wounded in the ambush. Today, both 

Marvais and Newman are members of 

the Special Forces Association. Newman 

serves as administrative director. 

As for Sgt. Mick, he had been in-coun-

try only 22 days, having arrived on Sept. 

19. Age 26, he was married with a daugh-

ter. Posthumously awarded a Purple 

Heart and Bronze Star, Mick has not 

been forgotten. A street is named after 

him at Fort Lewis, Wash., and a plaque 

and tree outside Groveport High School 

in Ohio preserve the memory of the last 

Green Beret KIA in the war. Moreover, 

Mick was the last American actually 

killed by small-arms fi re in the fi eld in 

Vietnam.  

Even after 40 years, Mick’s former 

commanding officer remembers him 

fondly. “Sgt. Mick was an outstanding 

soldier and a fi ne young man,” says Jim 

Fletcher. “It is appropriate that his ser-

vice and sacrifi ce be recognized.”

That same sentiment holds true for 

the GIs who pounded the ground when 

virtually all Americans believed the last 

ground combat units had been with-

drawn from Vietnam by 1972. 

Author and Vietnam vet William J. 

Shkurti wrote of them in Soldiering On 

in a Dying War: “The troops that had to 

rose to the occasion. They looked out 

for each other, sacrifi ced for each other, 

and, in the end, protected the interests of 

their country. While their countrymen 

were divided and distracted, they held it 

together and soldiered on.”                        ✪

E-MAIL rkolb@vfw.org

ne Special Forces medic Sgt. Fred 

Mick died in an ambush on Oct. 

12, 1972. He was the last U.S. 

serviceman killed by small-arms 

fi re in the Vietnam War. 
PHOTO COURTESY JANINE WILLS

LAST GREEN BERET KIA

Last Infantry Days  
 continued from page 40
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Clearwater, Florida:

Nothing’s more frustrating than when you 
forget names… misplace your keys… or 

just feel “a little confused”. And even though 
your foggy memory gets laughed off as just 
another “senior moment”, it’s not very funny 
when it keeps happening to you. 

Like gray hair and reading glasses… some 
people accept their memory loss as just a part of 
getting older. But it doesn’t have to be that way.

Today, people in their 70s, 80’s even their 
90s... are staying mentally fit, focused and “fog-
free”. So what do they know that you don’t? 

Well, the secret may be as easy as taking a 
tiny pill called Lipogen PS Plus.

Unblock Your Brain
Made exclusively in Israel, this incredible 

supplement feeds your brain the nutrients it 
needs to stay healthy. It was developed by Dr. 
Meir Shinitzky, Ph.D., former visiting professor at 
Duke University, and recipient of the prestigious 
J.F. Kennedy Prize.

Dr. Shinitzky explains; “Science has shown, 
when your brain nutrient levels drop, you 
can start to experience memory problems. 
Your ability to concentrate and stay focused 
becomes compromised. And gradually, a 
“mental fog” sets in. It can damage every as-
pect of your life”.

In recent years, researchers identified the 
importance of a remarkable compound called 
phosphatidylserine (PS). It’s the key ingredient 
in Lipogen PS Plus. And crucial to your ability to 
learn and remember things as you age.

Earth-shaking Science
Published, clinical reports show replenish-

ing your body’s natural supply of Phosphati-
dylserine, not only helps sharpen your memory 
and concentration— but also helps “perk you 
up” and put you in a better mood.

Your Memory Unleashed!
Lipogen PS Plus is an impressive fusion 

of the most powerful, natural memory com-
pounds on Earth. This drug-free brain-boost-
ing formula enters your bloodstream fast (in as 
little as thirty minutes). 

It produces amazing results. Especially for 
people who have tried everything to improve 
their memory before, but failed. Lipogen PS 
Plus gives your brain the vital boost it needs 
to jump-start your focus and mental clarity. “It 
truly is a godsend!” says Shinitzky.

Significant Improvements
In 1992, doctors tested phosphatidylserine 

on a select group of people aged 60-80 years 
old. Their test scores showed impressive mem-
ory improvement. Test subjects could remem-
ber more and were more mentally alert. But 
doctors noticed something else.

The group taking phosphatidylserine, not 
only enjoyed sharper memory, but were also 
more upbeat and remarkably happy. In con-
trast, the moods of the individuals who took 
the placebo (starch pill), remained unaffected. 

But in order to truly appreciate how well 
Lipogen PS Plus works for your memory— 
you really have to try it. And now you can...

Special “See For Yourself” 
 Risk-Free Supply

We’ve made arrangements with the 
distributor of Lipogen PS Plus to offer you a 
special “Readers Only Discount”. This trial is 
100% risk-free. 

It’s a terrific deal. If Lipogen PS Plus doesn’t 
help you think better, remember more... and 
improve your mind, clarity and mood – you 
won’t pay a penny! (except s&h). 

But you must act fast. Your order can only 
be guaranteed if it comes in within the next 
7-days. After that, supplies could run out. And 
your order may not be fulfilled until they are 
replenished. 

So don’t wait. Now you can join the 
thousands of people who think better, 
remember more—and enjoy clear, “fog-free” 
memory. Think of it as making a “wake-up 
call” to your brain. 

Call Now, Toll Free! 
1-800-780-6526

“My memory was starting to 
fail me. I would forget all kinds 
of things. Something I just said 
would completely slip my mind. 
My memory seemed to be get-

ting pretty unreliable. I was worried. So 
when I read about Lipogen I wanted to try it.
It was gradual. It wasn’t like “oh I’m remem-
bering everything now”. I was taking it on 
a daily basis for 3 months when it hit me, ‘I 
haven’t forgotten anything recently’. 
Now I will definitely recommend it to my 
friends and my sister. I would not trust my 
memory without it. It’s given me a lot more 
self confidence that I don’t feel like a dope all 
the time. Thanks Lipogen for giving me my 
memory back! “               - Donna V., Ocala, FL.

ADVERTISEMENT

THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE US FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THESE PRODUCTS ARE NOT INTENDED TO 
DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. RESULTS BASED UPON AVERAGES. MODELS ARE USED IN ALL PHOTOS TO PROTECT PRIVACY

Health & Wellness

Are you tired of feeling “foggy”... absent-minded... or confused?

 Find out how some people stay sharp and mentally 
focused --- even at age 90! Here’s their secret...

IS YOUR MEMORY 
SLIPPING AWAY?

Do you forget important doctor 
visits or dates?

Do you get lost going to places you 
used to know how to get to?

Do you spend a lot of time looking 
for things like your glasses or keys?

Officially Reviewed by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration: 

Lipogen PS safety has been reviewd by the FDA (FDA 
GRAS Notice No. GRN 000186) PS is the ONLY health 
supplement with a FDA “qualified health claim” for 
BOTH, COGNITIVE DYSFUNCTION  AND Dementia.
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D E AT H S  TO  E N E M Y  ACT I O N

AIR FORCE
Lt. Col. John D. Loftis, 866th Air 

Expeditionary Sqdn., Paducah, Ky.

ARMY
1 Spc. Edward J. Acosta, 2nd Bn., 5th Inf., 

3rd BCT, 1st Armored Div., Hesperia, Calif. 
Staff Sgt. Jordan L. Bear, 2nd Bn., 508th 

Inf., 4th BCT, 82nd Abn. Div., 
Denver, Colo.

Sgt. Joshua A. Born, 385th MP Bn., 16th 
MP Bde., Niceville, Fla.

Staff Sgt. Christopher L. Brown, 2nd 
Bn., 12th Inf., 4th BCT, 4th Inf. Div., 
Columbus, Ohio

Sgt. Daniel J. Brown, 2nd Bn., 8th Inf., 2nd 
BCT, 4th Inf. Div., Jerome, Idaho

Spc. Antonio C. Burnside, 1st Brigade 
Special Troops Bn., 1st BCT, 82nd Abn. 
Div., Great Falls, Mont.

Cpl. Timothy J. Conrad, Jr., 385th MP 
Bn., 16th MP Bde., Roanoke, Va.

Pfc. Johnathon F. Davis, 4th Sqdn., 73rd 
Cav, 4th BCT, 82nd Abn. Div., Griffi n, Ga.

Spc. James E. Dutton, 125th Brigade 
Support Bn., 3rd BCT, 1st Armored Div., 
Checotah, Okla.

Sgt. 1st Class Shawn T. Hannon, 1st Bn., 
148th Inf., 37th BCT, ARNG (Ohio), 
Grove City, Ohio

Sgt. Tanner S. Higgins, 1st Bn., 75th 
Rangers, Yantis, Texas

2Sgt. Jamie D. Jarboe, 4th Sqdn., 4th Cav, 
1st BCT, 1st Inf. Div., Frankfort, Ind.

Chief Warrant Offi cer Nicholas S. 
Johnson, 2nd Bn., 25th Aviation, 25th 
Combat Aviation Bde., San Diego, Calif.

Pfc. Payton A. Jones, 2nd Bn., 508th Inf., 
4th BCT, 82nd Abn. Div., 
Marble Falls, Texas

Maj. Robert J. Marchanti II, 1st Bn., 29th 
Inf. Div., ARNG (Maryland), 
Baltimore, Md.

Pfc. Michael J. Metcalf, 2nd Bn., 504th 
Inf., 1st BCT, 82nd Abn. Div., 
Boynton Beach, Fla.

Staff Sgt. David P. Nowaczyk, 2nd Bn., 12th 
Inf., 4th BCT, 4th Inf. Div., Dyer, Ind.

2nd Lt. Clovis T. Ray, 2nd Bn., 35th Inf., 3rd 
BCT, 25th Inf. Div., San Antonio, Texas

Sgt. 1st Class Jeffrey J. Rieck, 1st Bn., 
148th Inf., 37th BCT, ARNG (Ohio), 
Columbus, Ohio

Capt. Nicholas J. Rozanski, 1st Bn., 148th 
Inf., 37th BCT, ARNG (Ohio), Dublin, Ohio

Spc. Philip C.S. Schiller, 1st Bn., 23rd Inf., 
3rd BCT, 2nd Inf. Div.,
 The Colony, Texas

Sgt. Dean R. Shaffer, 2nd Bn., 25th 
Aviation, 25th Combat Aviation Bde., 
Pekin, Ill.

Staff Sgt. Tyler J. Smith, 2nd Bn., 508th Inf., 
4th BCT, 82nd Abn. Div., Licking, Mo.

Spc. David W. Taylor, 2nd Bn., 508th Inf., 
4th BCT, 82nd Abn. Div., Dixon, Ky.

Chief Warrant Offi cer Don C. Viray, 2nd 
Bn., 25th Aviation, 25th Combat Aviation 
Bde., Waipahu, Hawaii

1st Lt. Jonathan P. Walsh, 2nd Bn., 504th 
Inf., 1st BCT, 82nd Abn. Div., Cobb, Ga.  

Spc. Jeffrey L. White, Jr., 1st Bn., 501st Inf., 
4th BCT, 25th Inf. Div., Catawissa, Mo.

Sgt. William R. Wilson III, 2nd Bn., 28th 
Inf., 172nd Inf. Bde., Getzville, N.Y.

Sgt. Chris J. Workman, 2nd Bn., 25th 
Aviation, 25th Combat Aviation Bde., 
Boise, Idaho

MARINE CORPS
Cpl. Christopher D. Bordoni, 1st Bn., 6th 

Marines, 2nd Marine Div., Ithaca, N.Y.
Cpl. Roberto Cazarez, 1st Light Armored 

Recon Bn., 1st Marine Div., Harbor City, 
Calif.

Sgt. Joseph D’Augustine, 8th Eng. Support 
Bn., 2nd Marine Logistics Group, 
Waldwick, N.J.

Staff Sgt. Joseph H. Fankhauser, 7th Eng. 
Support Bn., 1st Marine Logistics Group, 
Mason, Texas

Cpl. Aaron M. Faust, 2nd Bn., 9th Marines, 
2nd Marine Div., Louisville, Ky. 

Lance Cpl. Ramon T. Kaipat, 1st Light 
Armored Recon Bn., 1st Marine Div., 
Tacoma, Wash.

Cpl. Conner T. Lowry, 2nd Bn., 11th 
Marines, 1st Marine Div., Chicago, Ill.

Cpl. Alex Martinez, 1st Combat Eng. Bn., 
1st Marine Div., Elgin, Ill.

Lance Cpl. Osbrany Montes De Oca, 2nd 
Bn., 6th Marines, 2nd Marine Div., 
North Arlington, N.J.

Cpl. Michael J. Palacio, HQ Bn., 3rd 
Marine Div., Lake Elsinore, Calif.

Lance Cpl. Abraham Tarwoe, 2nd Bn., 9th 
Marines, 2nd Marine Div., Providence, R.I.

 A FINAL 

SALUTE
VFW magazine presents this memorial listing in tribute to the 59 Americans 

killed in Afghanistan between the dates listed below.
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for the honorable and faithful service rendered by your loved one.

D E AT H S  TO  AC C I D E N TS  &  D I S E AS E ,  E TC.

AIR FORCE
3 Capt. Ryan P. Hall, 319th Special Ops 

Sqdn., Colorado Springs, Colo.
4 Capt. Francis D. Imlay, 391st Fighter 

Sqdn., Vacaville, Calif.
3 Senior Airman Julian S. Scholten, 25th 

Intelligence Sqdn., Upper Marlboro, Md.
3 Capt. Nicholas S. Whitlock, 34th Special 

Ops Sqdn., Newnan, Ga.
3 1st Lt. Justin J. Wilkens, 34th Special Ops 

Sqdn., Bend, Ore.

ARMY
Capt. Michael C. Braden, Division HQ, HQ 

Bn., 1st Inf. Div., Lock Haven, Pa.
5 Pfc. Cesar Cortez, 5th Bn., 52nd Air 

Defense Arty, 11th Air Defense Arty Bde., 
32nd Army Air and Missile Defense 
Command, Oceanside, Calif.

Staff Sgt. Jesse J. Grindey, 287th MP Co., 
97th MP Bn., 89th MP Bde., 
Hazel Green, Wis.

Capt. Aaron D. Istre, HQ Co., 13th 
Sustainment Command, Vinton, La.

Sgt. Allen R. McKenna, Jr., 1st Sqdn., 10th 
Cav, 2nd BCT, 4th Inf. Div., Noble, Okla.

Sgt. Jerry D. Reed II, 2nd Bn., 28th Inf., 
172nd Separate Inf. Bde., Russellville, Ark.

Spc. Daquane D. Rivers, 2nd Bn., 28th Inf., 
172nd Inf. Bde., Marianna, Fla.

Sgt. 1st Class Billy A. Sutton, 223rd Eng. 
Bn., 168th Eng. Bde., ARNG (Mississippi), 
Tupelo, Miss.

Spc. Manuel J. Vasquez, 2nd Bn., 28th Inf., 
172nd Inf. Bde., West Sacramento, Calif. 

Spc. Dennis P. Weichel, Jr., 1st Bn., 143rd 
Inf., 56th Troop Command, ARNG 
(Rhode Island), Providence, R.I.

NAVY
Petty Offi cer 3rd Class Kyler L. Estrada, 

assigned to 11th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit, Maricopa, Ariz.

6 Petty Offi cer 1st Class Paris S. Pough, 
USS Carl Vinson, Columbus, Ga.

3 Constructionman Trevor J. Stanley, 
Naval Mobile Construction Bn. 3, 
Virginia Beach, Va.

1 died in La Jolla, Calif.
2 died in Topeka, Kan.
3 died near Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti
4 died in southwest Asia
5 died in Bahrain
6 died in Dubai, United Arab Emirates
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A
n entire generation of 

GIs shared Gen. George 

S. Patton’s high opinion 

of the WWII rifle, with 

the M-1 Garand’s name 

becoming synonymous 

with great battles such as Normandy, 

Tarawa, Monte Cassino, Iwo Jima and 

Inchon. As the only standard semi-

automatic rifle of any WWII power, 

the M-1 decisively outclassed all the 

bolt-actions of the Axis powers.

  Springfi eld Armory master designer 

and Canadian-born John Garand took a 

decade to refi ne and tweak it before it 

was standardized on Jan. 9, 1936, as the 

“Rifl e, Semi-Automatic, M-1.” 

But if not for the last minute inter-

vention of Army Chief of Staff Gen. 

Douglas MacArthur the M-1 would 

have fired a .276-caliber cartridge, 

already approved by an Army board. 

It wasn’t just that the new round 

was less powerful. Cognizant of 

Depression-era budgets, MacArthur 

knew Army depots already held mil-

lions of .30-caliber rounds. He could 

hardly afford to convert .30-caliber 

Browning Automatic Rifl es and M-1919 

machine guns to the .276-caliber. Thus, 

like the Model 1903 Springfi eld rifl e it 

replaced, the M-1 was chambered for 

BY JOHN L. PLASTER
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PART VIII This is 

the eighth of a 10-part 

series on the shoulder 

arms that waged 

America’s wars from 

the Revolution to 

Afghanistan.

‘THE GREATEST BATTLE 

IMPLEMENT EVER DEVISED’

the .30-06 cartridge. 

M-1 rifl e production began in 1937 

at just 10 per day; by Pearl Harbor pro-

duction had grown to 1,000 per day; 

and at its June 1944 peak, each day 

nearly 6,700 rifl es rolled off the line. 

By WWII’s end, a total of 4,024,034 

had been produced. Manufacturing 

resumed during the Korean War and 

did not halt entirely until the intro-

duction of the M-14 rifle in 1957. A 

total of 5.5 million were made. It was 

not fi nally phased out until 1959.

Weighing 9.5 lbs. with a 24-inch 

barrel and 43.5-inch overall length, 

the M-1 held eight rounds. Instead 

of stripping cartridges off a clip, the 

shooter pushed the entire clip into 

the receiver which, after the last shot, 

automatically ejected it and left the 
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Alert for enemy movement, their M-1 rifl es ready, American infantrymen advance 

carefully on Vella Lavella Island in the Solomons during 1943.

The standard infantry weapon in WWII and Korea, this world-famous 

shoulder arm made the American soldier and Marine a deadly foe.

M-1 GARAND RIFLE: 



bolt open, ready for another clip. 

Unless he loaded the rifl e correctly, 

a GI could suffer “M-1 Thumb,” not 

clearing his fi nger fast enough to avoid 

the bolt painfully slamming on it. An 

infantryman normally carried 10 pre-

loaded clips in his cartridge belt of 80 

rounds. Although when anticipating 

heavy action, he could sling bandoliers 

over his chest holding an additional 48 

rounds each.

Simple but robust, this was the rifl e a 

GI could drop in the mud, pick up and 

fi re, earning it a reputation for rugged 

reliability. Wielding his M-1, a trained 

infantryman could fi re 30 aimed shots 

per minute, far outshooting his foes. 

Then there was the rifle’s mythi-

cal fl aw: the “ping” of its ejected clip 

supposedly alerting nearby foes that 

the rifle was empty. Firearms histo-

rian Bruce Canfi eld pointed out that a 

“ping” could hardly be heard amid the 

din of battle, and even if it was heard, 

that GI’s fellow squad members would 

have drilled any foolhardy enemy who 

tried to rush their comrades.

LETHAL INSTRUMENT

In the hands of courageous soldiers and 

Marines, the M-1 Garand lived up to 

Patton’s praise. Take Staff Sgt. Joseph 

Schaefer of the 1st Infantry Division, 

for example. On Sept. 24, 1944, near 

Stolberg, Germany, his platoon’s first 

squad was captured by the Germans, the 

second squad fled under enemy pres-

sure, and his pinned squad was rushed. 

Single-handedly, fi ring “his M-1 rifl e, 

he broke the fi rst wave of infantry.” He 

did the same to the next attack, killing 

six more Germans. Then more enemy 

appeared on his flank and he rushed 

them, killing five and wounding two 

others, forcing the Germans to fl ee. 

Instead of halting, Schaefer kept 

running, overtaking the Germans and 

solely liberating his sister squad. As 

his Medal of Honor citation notes, 

his quick thinking and quick shooting 

eliminated “15 to 20 Germans” as he 

rescued a dozen fellow Americans.

On Iwo Jima, Marine Navy Cross 

recipient Pvt. Henry T. Pound, 24th 

Marines, employed three M-1s against 

Japanese forces. Climbing a jagged 

rock overlooking enemy positions, his 

well-aimed fire pinned them down 

while his unit fought its way forward. 

But Pound drew intense fi re. 

After his helmet was pierced by a 

bullet and his rifle hit, he scrambled 

down, got another M-1 and returned to 

his perch. Soon his second Garand was 

struck and again he replaced it, holding 

down the Japanese a full 90 minutes 

before an enemy bullet found its mark. 

The Arkansas native’s family received 

his posthumous award.

During the Battle of the Bulge, Army 

Pvt. James Hendrix of the 4th Armored 

Division, with the relief force fight-

ing its way to encircled 101st Airborne 

Division paratroopers at Bastogne, 

Belgium, found his column halted by 

two 88mm German guns. 

Instead of seeking cover, he dis-

mounted from his halftrack, rushed 

toward the guns and, as his Medal of 

Honor citation notes, “by the feroc-

ity of his rifl e fi re, compelled the gun 

crews to take cover and then to surren-

der.” He also silenced several machine 

guns, rescued wounded comrades, and 

was among the fi rst to break through 

the siege that day, Dec. 26, 1944.

The M-1 rifl e also could be an impos-

ing club, as demonstrated by Army 

Pvt. John McKinney, 33rd Infantry 

Division, in the Philippines. Awakened 

by a sword’s glancing blow, McKinney 

grabbed his M-1 and clubbed to death 

a Japanese officer, and shot another 

soldier. Seeing 10 more about to use 

a captured machine gun on his unit’s 

perimeter, he “leaped into the emplace-

ment, shot seven of them at pointblank 

range, and killed three more with his 

rifl e butt.” 

Wielding that machine gun and 

clubbing more attacking enemy, he 

kept up the fi ght until reinforcements 

arrived. By this time, 37 dead Japanese 

lay around him, all slain by this Medal 

of Honor recipient.

ON KOREA’S BATTLEFIELDS

In Korea, too, the M-1 proved itself. Sgt. 

1st Class Arthur Dudley, 24th Infantry 

Division, desperately defended the 

Pusan Perimeter, the fi nal Allied toe-

hold on the Korean Peninsula. A fi ne 

shot, his “unerring accuracy with the 

M-1 rifl e, often at unbelievable ranges, 

soon became the pride of the organiza-

tion,” according to his citation. Over 

fi ve days, Aug. 2-7, 1950, Dudley shot 

more than 50 North Korean soldiers.

Another Pusan defender, Pfc. Clovis 

Taylor of the 2nd Infantry Division, per-

sonally accounted for 25 North Korean 

soldiers with his M-1 over an eight-day 

period, not to mention another 67 killed 

by his machine gun section. 
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continued on page 48 ➤

A squad of paratroopers from the Army’s 187th Regimental Combat Team, accompanied 

by a sniper, fi re upon enemy forces in Korea.
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REUNION COORDINATORS: To publicize your unit’s reunion, fi ll out the form on page 

54 of the February 2012 VFW magazine or submit a form online at: www.vfw.org/

ReunionForm. Send paper submissions to “Reunions,” VFW Mag a zine, 406 W. 34th St., 

Suite 523, Kansas City, MO 64111. Incom plet e or il leg i ble forms will be dis card ed. Submit 

at least four months in ad vance of reunion date. VFW members only.

Both Dudley and Taylor were award-

ed the Distinguished Service Cross.

Marine Pfc. Charles H. Monroe, Jr., 

a Navy Cross recipient from the 1st 

Marines, also showed what one rifl eman 

could achieve with an M-1. Masses of 

Chinese soldiers swept toward his unit’s 

hilltop position near Hagaru-ri on Nov. 

28, 1950, pinning down fellow squad 

members. Monroe fi red his M-1 expert-

ly, knocking down attacker after attack-

er. Despite severe wounds, the Georgia 

marksman “continued to deliver accu-

rate and effective marksmanship,” killing 

at least 11 Chinese, wounding more, and 

repelling the human wave assault. 

Marine Sgt. Nils Ingemansson of the 

5th Marines similarly fought off numer-

ous attackers while defending a remote 

combat outpost. When a numerically 

superior enemy force assaulted his posi-

tion on Sept. 6, 1952, the native Swede 

climbed atop a bunker to better see the 

approaching enemy. 

Although exposed to heavy fire, he 

successfully repelled the Chinese, kill-

ing 15 with his M-1 and many more with 

hand grenades. His Navy Cross credited 

Ingemansson’s actions for holding the 

entire outpost, citing his “courage, val-

iant fi ghting spirit and unwavering devo-

tion to duty.”

GENERATIONAL SYMBOL

Unquestionably, the M-1 was the GI’s 

best friend. Army Lt. John B. George 

called it “the best military hand weapon 

ever placed on the battlefi eld in appre-

ciable numbers.” An Army report con-

cluded that “by all past standards [it was] 

the infantryman’s perfect weapon.”

With a history of such great fight-

ing men intertwined with that of John 

Garand’s rifle, it should be no wonder 

that today, 70 years after its adoption, 

there’s still a waiting list to purchase 

surplus M-1 rifl es through the Civilian 

Marksmanship Program. 

The M-1 was not just a battle imple-

ment, it symbolized a whole generation 

of American warriors in two wars.          ✪

E-MAIL magazine@vfw.org

RETIRED ARMY MAJOR JOHN PLASTER, 

the author of a half-dozen books on fi re-

arms and special operations, belongs to 

VFW Post 10197 in Iron River, Wis.
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AIR FORCE
1st Combat Evaluation Grp. (1CEVG): Emerson McAfee (859) 

986-4362, emcafee@windstream.net
1st Radio Relay Sqdn. : Otis Tom Keith (985) 649-6441, 

oakeith@aol.com
18th Aviation Co., Otternest : James H. Wittel (719) 597-8915, 

jjim4u2@msn.com 
18th MAS/ALS: Eddie Gajate (856) 345-9738, 

alumni@18thbluediamonds.org, gajate1@comcast.net
19th Bombardment (Bomb Wing, Air Fueling, Air Li� ): Dallas E. 

Falk (919) 269-7032, dbf47lincconvert@aol.com
19th AREFS: Ron Hines (919) 696-3006, 

rohines96@comcast.net
24th Women in the Air Force -- All Air Force women: Geraldine 

Dixie Odom (912) 687-4066, geridixie@pineland.net
316th Tactical Air Wing, 1965-1975, Langley, VA: Rex Riley 

(757) 294-3253, 130rr08@gmail.com
31st Grp., 309th Fighter Sqdn., WWII: Dalton Smith (201) 

244-5854, daltonsmith@optonline.net
3454th Training Sqdn.: John Kemper (303) 775-2874,

jonshirkemper@aol.com
356th Tactical Fighter Sqdn. : Lester Fields (478) 922-9198, 

smsgt752@bellsouth.net
362nd TWES: Edwin Diehl (812) 847-4683, 

Edetdiel@node1internet.com 
39th, 40th, 41st Tewts Sqdns., 35h G.P., 51st FIW, 5th AF: 

Linne Haddock (719) 687-6425, lhaddock@mac.com
47th A&E Matron RAF Sculthorpe: Larry Brown (724) 316-

4780, leroy_brown@verizon.net
47th Bomb Wing: Charlie Palmer (907) 242-1530, 

CRpalmer@gci.net
501st Air Tactical Control Grp. : Ron Anderson (701) 293-

5473, halron117@aol.com
502nd Tactical Control Grp. (Korean War) 605, 606, 607, 

608 ACW Sqdns.: Bill Aylward (703) 715-0448, 
waylward1@verizon.net

509th Bomb Wing : George Colby  (505) 881-9868, 
prairietiger619@msn.com

511th Act W Group w/ 613th, 847th & 848 Act W Sqdns: Don 
Simmons (972) 231-6518, Don07112@sbcglobal.net

553 Recon Wing : Michael Yates  (903) 569-5122, 
MichaelYates@suddenlink.com

815thTCS: Bob Tweedie  (937) 426-7947, 
Ineztwbird@aol.com

8th RAF Wewford: Tina Speer (707) 823-5980, 
Engspee1@att.net

AC-119 Gunship: Gus Sininger (850) 863-9649, 
stinger7172@cox.net

B-66 (all models/crew members): Don Ferris (520) 298-3302, 
dferris8@cox.net

C7A Caribou (Vietnam) : Pat Hanavan (210) 479-0226, 
PatHanavan@aol.com 

El Paso Language School (DLI) : Michael G. Hibbard (321) 298-
4756, Hibbardmichael@bellsouth.net 

Flying School Class 50 E: Donald Post (508) 539-7995, 
donpost1230@juno.com

Nuclear Weapons Technicians, 331x0, 463x0, 2w2: Robert 
Welz (502) 645-3181, rwelz@aye.net

RAF Burtonwood : James R. Bentley  jbent0214@aol.com
USS Current ARS-22 : Robert Arnold (304) 490-9743, 

bob706@aol.com
Vietnam Veterans Leadership Program : Marcia Landau (540) 

854-6502, burkland@nexet.net

ARMY
11th Bn., 83rd Arty (1966-1971 Vietnam) : Bill Taggart, 

(856) 228-5614, artillery_83rd@yahoo.com 
13th Eng., C Bn. : Billy D. Quinton, Sr.  (727) 323-1144
178th Signal Co., Quinhon Vietnam 1963-1964: John E. Lively 

(423) 334-5158, Lively@bellsouth.net
17th Inf. Regt.: Steve Goodwin (773) 263-2619

Reunions & Claims

FIND YOUR OLD UNIT OR GET HELP WITH A MEDICAL CLAIM

continued on page 49 ➤
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183rd Aviation Co. Seahorses: Mack Gibson (704) 995-3432
1st FA OBSN Bn. (WWII/Korea) : Ralph F. Mueller (724) 348-

5359, Itcrjm@verizon.net
1st Sqdn., 9th Cav., 1st Cav Div.: Don Coshey  (850) 834-

3328, Thirstyred@earthlink.net
24th Inf. Div.: Mike Frederick (612) 804-9457
26th Combat Eng. Bn.: Val Shaull (503) 805-8991, 

Shaull26@gmail.com
2nd Bn., 94th Arty: Jim Lary (501) 834-9777, jlary@usa.net
2nd Missile Bn., 52nd ADA: Charles Carter (404) 841-7686, 

charles@nike252.org
31st Inf. Regt. : Joe DeAngelis (208) 631-8084, 

31stpolarbear@gmail.com
348th Eng. C. Bn.: Bessie Richardson  (330) 339-3790
39th Combat Eng. Bn.: Bill Ray (817) 239-0787, 

bill39th@sbcglobal.net
44th Inf. Div. : Howard M. Ferrill (817) 579 -608, 

Hferrill44@charter.net
4th Bn., 39th Inf. Regt., 9th Inf. Div.: Jim Haines (303) 809-

1815, lzbearcat67@live.com
504th MP Bn.: Richard Paulsen (408) 378-4421, 

Paulsen2271@yahoo.com 
512th MP : BJ Searcy (520) 456-1229, 

DBJSearcy@powerc.net 
523rd Engineer Pipeline (Korea) EP : Keith Feiner  (605) 227-

4267, jjfeiner@santel.net 
52nd Combat Aviation Bn. and Camp Holloway: Vernon G. Gano, 

Jr. (636) 219-3216, ganoshome@centurylink.net
553rd Eng. (fb) Vietnam : Ronald Machleit (231) 734-3344, 

Engrrvn@sbcglobal.net
5th Bn., 42nd Arty: Ken Roberts (407) 461-3619, 

phylken@aol.com
630th Eng. (L.E.): Cecil Brown (731) 415-6460, 

cecilnbrown@charter.net
6th Armd. Div., WWII: Lenore Murphy (410) 529-8121, lenore-

dem@verizon.net
7th Bn., 13th Arty Vietnam : Robert R. Adams (859) 806-

5199, 1adams08@insightbb.com
709th Maintenance Bn., 9th Inf. Div.: Dean Ayres (410) 527-

1204, deanayres@comcast.net
822nd Eng. Aviation Bn., Scarwaf: Bill Puffer (763) 389-2662, 

lockguy@ecenet.com

continued on page 50 ➤

Reunions  
 continued from page 49

Readers are urged to help 
these vet s seek ing claim 
sub stan ti a tion state ments. 

Respond directly to the per son list ed at the end 
of the claim as sis tance re quest. This service is 
provided for VFW members who are in the pro-
cess of fi ling a VA claim.

Please submit your claim online at 
www.vfw.org/ClaimForm or use the form on 
page 54 of the February 2012 issue and send to: 
VFW Magazine, 406 W. 34th Street, Suite 523, 
Kansas City, MO 64111.

If you need assistance in pre par ing a claim, 
con tact your local VFW Service Of fi c er. See 
March 2010 VFW magazine, p. 44, for listing.

HQ 355 Combat Support Grp., 333 TAC Fighter Sqdn., 
PACAF, 1968—Seeking anyone who can verify storage of 
Agent Orange on base to substantiate claim.—Larry Joynor 
(720) 849-8942.
Cargo Handling Bn. 4, Nov. 1952-Mar. 1954—Anyone 
attached to that unit who can help to substantiate a claim 
for peripheral neuropathy in both legs.—Paul G. Clausen, 
(712) 263-4801, pada1@frontiernet.net.
C Co., 737th Railway Operating Bn., 1945-46—Seeking 
anyone in this unit who can verify excessive noise as railway 
brakeman to substantiate claim.—Patrick J. Murray, (651) 
451-7695, murraypj1@msn.com.
VP-1, Iwakuni, 1964-65—Anyone with this unit at 
this time to confi rm detachment to Da Nang.—Ignazio Di 
Girolamo, (252) 384-0169, sonnyd87@gmail.com.
3rd Bn., 9th Marines, 1977-78, or 1st Bn., 8th Marines, 
1978-1980—Seeking Marines who served with me with 
knee problems to substantiate claim.—Thomas Goldie, 
(815) 631-5982.
11th Regt., Reaction Pltn., USMC, Feb. 22-Mar. 5, 
1969—Seeking Al Pennington, or anyone from that unit 
who was involved in fi ghting below Hill 327 or near/on 
retaking Hill 247 to substantiate claim.—Bob Babbitt, (775) 
351-7087.
C Co., 4th Bn., 9th Inf., 25th Div., Cu Chi, Vietnam, 
1966-67—Anyone who served with this unit at this time 
to substantiate medical claim.—Samuel L Webster, (228) 

437-0604.
USS White River LFR-536, 1967-71—Seeking crew 
members with digestive disorders (Crohn’s, colitis) or 
any autoimmune disease to substantiate Agent Orange 
claim.—Biff Springborg (763-878-1500, biffandmar40@
hotmail.com.
440th Signal Bn., 1948-52—Seeking Willie Gepfrey to 
verify the incident riding on top of food supply when I froze 
my feet to substantiate claim.—Floyd Deareld Peebles 
(843) 446-8801, deareld1930@hotmail.com.
Fort Dix to Ansbach, Germany to Vienna, Austria, Oct. 
6, 1946-Feb. 16, 1948—Seeking anyone traveling with 
me during that time who remembers me having a severe 
gastroenteritis attack to substantiate medical claim.—
Theodore Maute, Jr., (239) 642-3535.
Yokohama, Japan, 1951-53—Seeking Lon B. Herth, Steven 
Albright or Joe Plunket, or anyone else who remembers me 
receiving fl ash burns to my eyes to substantiate claim.—
Mathias C. Moomaw, (540) 740-8282.
7th Div., Camp Casey, Korea, Apr. 8, 1969-Jan. 18, 
1971—Seeking anyone who served with me to substantiate 
Agent Orange claim.—Cecil Hembree, (417) 451-2110.
NMCB 10, Aug. 1968, Camp Pendleton, Calif.—Seeking 
anyone who remembers me being shot in the le�  eye 
from M-16 blank to substantiate medical claim.—Edward 
Gowanlock, III, (903) 238-3428.
River-section #512: River Patrol Force T.F. 116, May 
12, 1967-July 18, 1968—Seeking anyone from Personnel 
Task Force 116 or anyone who served with me who remem-
bers use of Agent Orange to substantiate ischemic heart 
disease and Agent Orange claim.—Thomas Joseph Scola, 
Sr., (727) 372-9390.
Co. I, 65th Inf. Regt., 3rd Inf. Div., July 27, 1953-Oct 
1954, Korea—Seeking anyone from that unit at that time 
who recalls a 3rd Division maneuver a� er July 27, 1953 
where Co. I was shelled with live ammo from friendly tanks 
and fi ve or six comrades were killed to help substantiate 
claim.—Ron Farrell, (716) 988-3860.
LCI (M) #754, Jan. 20, 1944-May 5, 1946—Seeking 
anyone from my unit who remembers me getting an ear 
infection from fungus found in the coral water in New 
Guinea to substantiate medical claim.—Walter Baer, (412) 
264-0536.

CLAIMS

continued on page 54 ➤
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86th Black Hawk Inf. Div. 1942-1946, Europe and Philippines: 
Bob Bookbinder (954) 974-3511, Carconed@aol.com

99th Combat Support Bn., 9th Inf. Div.: Dean Ayres (410) 527-
1204, deanayres@comcast.net

Americal Division, 11th Inf. Bde., 3rd Bn., 1st Inf. 1966-1969: 
Tim Cook (701) 774-0598, Thirdfi rstreunion@yahoo.com

Army Nurse Corps: Amy L. Johntson (843) 272-0899, 
ajohnston4@sc.rr.com

Army Security Agency, Turkey: Elder RC Green (724) 471-
4899, asagreenhornet@comcast.net

CID Agents: Doc Sautter  (770) 596-6706, 
leo.cidaa@yahoo.com

MARS Task Force Mountain Arty: Connie Ness (919) 870-
6161, connieness@militarymemoirs.net

Scarwaf Engineers re-assigned to Air Force : John Keefe (507) 
388-8010, JTKeefe@Hickorytech.net

US Military Liaison Mission: Larry Schwab (602) 242-4325, 
msge8@aol.com

ARMY AIR FORCE
43rd Bomb Grp., H: R.R. Richardson (910) 686-2128, 

rrrair77@aol.com
AAF/USAF Crash Rescue Boat : Robert J. Frankovich (864) 

868-6477, AFSkipper@bellsouth.net 

COAST GUARD
CG Station, Gloucester, Mass. : Dave Gregory (978) 681-7808, 

bmccoxn@comcast.net
Coast Guard Cutter INGHAM (WHEC-35) : Charles A. Weidman 

(205) 995-0628
USCGC Sherman WHEC 720 : Richard Ames  (410) 760-6123, 

vze23xke@verizon.net
USCGC Spencer W36 & W905: Robert C. Marzeen  (570) 

325-4414, Marzeenh@netzero.net

MARINES
1st Bn., 4th Marines: Brad Bennett (218) 722-4589, 

bradbennett@hotmail.com
3rd Marine Div.: Mike Sohn (210) 654-3310, 

jumient2@hotmail.com
3rd. 155/175mm Gun Btry. (SP): Ed Kirby (978) 987-1920, 

ed-kirby@comcast.net 
7th Eng. Bn. (Vietnam): Norm Johnson  (989) 635-6653, 

delta1@centurytel.net
A Co., 1st Bn., 7th Marines, 1st Marine Div., Korea 1950-53: 

Shi� y Shi�  ette (540) 434-2066, 
captshi� y@comcast.net

A Co., 1st Bn., 12th Marines, 3rd. Mar Div: Dale Punch (704) 
477-8829, dalepunch@charter.net

All Branches: Floyd D. Newkirk (757) 340-9801, 
Fnewkirk1@cox.net

Alpha Btry., 1st Bn., 11th Marines: Gordon Hansen  (928) 757-
4882, glhansen@citlink.net 

Bravo Co., 1st Bn., 12th Marines (1965-69): Paul Marquis 
(850) 995-5175, usmc67@bellsouth.net

C Co., 1st Bn., 1st Marines (Korea) : Sue Lorena (925) 933-
1100, alsue4realestate@sbcglobal.net

Combined Action Program: Ken Scoggins (314) 894-3225, 
scoggins@swbell.net

Echo Co., 2nd Bn,. 5th Marines: Ochal Caudill (909) 271-5323, 
ocahl@roadrunner.com

Echo Co., 2nd Bn., 3rd Marines (1965-69): Fred Monahan 
(814) 239-2722, fredmonahan@gmail.com

Fox Co., 2nd Bn., 5th Marines, 1st Marine Div. (Korea): Arlen 
Hensley (423) 245-2047, arlenhensley@charter.net

Korean War Recon Marines: James Sauser (281) 332-5725, 
jimsauser1@gmail.com

Marine Air Control Sqdn. 9 (MACS-9): Thomas Boyle (319) 
366-0012, tboyle621@aol.com

Marine Air Groups: James Jordan (417) 535-4945, 
james.m.jordan@hughes.net

Marine Barracks, Sasebo, Japan : C.R. McCarthy (515) 274-
9110, Coach430@aol.com

Marine Corps Air Transport: Humberto Reyes  (210) 734-5967, 
hreyes5416@aol.com

Marine Corps Counterintelligence Association (MCCIA) : David 
M. Crawford (817) 975-3064, 
David.Crawford1952@yahoo.com 

Marine Detachment/Barracks, NAS Bermuda: Charles R. Ault, Sr.  
(800) 556-2524

Train Depot: Roy Hughes (843) 589-3385
Lima Co., 3rd Bn., 9th Marines, Vietnam 67-69: Bob Citron  

(248) 569-4771 
Pltn. 87, Parris Island, 1949 : Rene Wattelet, (217) 827-3532, 

frenchfl yer@msn.com
USMC O�  cer Basic School Class TBS 4-67: G.T. Smith, www.

usmc-thebasicschool-april1967.com

NAVY
American Forces Vietnam Network: Ken Kalish (612) 819-

5823, ken@carmabiz.com
Edsall Class: Mac Christy (785) 255-4368, 

machief@hughes.net

Escort Carrier (CVEs) Sailors and Airmen: George Manik (732) 
269-0866, barbaramanik@verizon.net

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba: Fred Keller (612) 419-5932, 
fredjkeller@mchsi.com

LANSHIPRON9: Rich Krebs (970) 461-8604, 
rkrebs318@gmail.com

MCB-1/9/10: Peter Dowd (781) 837-0393, 
seabeereunion@verizon.net

MCB-5 (Vietnam, 1968-71) : Mel Miers (515) 229-1246, 
gmahusker@gmail.com

MCB-71 Seabees : John Allsworth (309) 682-6158, 
jba843@aol.com

NAS Los Alamitos VR--Sqdns 771, 772, 773 & 774: Paul R. 
Scandlyn (503) 357-7255, pscandlyn@mac.com 

Naval Academy Prop School (NAPS) Class of 1967: Bob Capra  
(410) 757-2028, bobcapra@verizon.net 

NMCB-20 : Frank Thompson (502) 468-7443, 
seabee@bardstowncable.net

NMCB-62 and Edzell Scotland Seabees: Norm Hahn (715) 
834-4780, normhahnjr@yahoo.com

NMCB-8 Seabees: Ron Dougal (480) 807-3016, 
dougalsr@aol.com

Old Antarctic Explorers: Bob Gaboury (805) 322-3955, 
bobgaboury@gmail.com

USNR Midship’s School New York, NY or Northwestern : Carl 
Duncan (210) 408-1766, elcid8603@sbcglobal.net 

USS Alshain AKA-55: Tarrel Clark (803) 438-1967, 
tclark@usa.com

USS Altair AKS-32/ AK-257: Joe Basso (732) 441-1077, 
jomapakg032@verizon.net

USS America Carrier Veterans Association, Inc. : Tom 
Tramantano, Sr.  (718) 863-8331, tomato46@aol.com 

USS Atlanta CL-104/IX-304: Bob LaBelle (850) 457-3993, 
rlabelle3@cox.net

USS Aylwin FF/DE-1081: Glenn Hunsberger (252) 264-4882, 
glenn_hunsberger@yahoo.com

USS Bache DD/DDE-470: Tom Blaszczyk  (708) 798-8782, 
tblaszczyk@sbcglobal.net

USS Balch DD-363, USS Porterfi eld DD-682: John Bryan 
(904) 272-4298, sgtdes@comcast.net

USS Begor APD-12 : Rich Pardy (541) 582-1761, 
rogriv@q.com

USS Brown DD-546: Fred Korzekwa  (317) 578-7736, 
Korzekwaf@sbcglobal.net

USS Cabot : Marie Saraceni (484) 494-5533, 
MSaraceni@comcast.net

USS Calvert APA-32 and USS Harry Lee APA-10: John Cole 
(507) 789-6344

USS Canberra CA-70/CAG-2: Ken Minick (740) 423-8976, 
usscanberra@gmail.com

USS Casa Grande LSD-13: Ron Hiles (740) 969-4619, 
randahiles@copper.net

USS Cascade AD-16: Bob Croghan  (314) 954-7801, 
Bobsr@croghancpa.com 

USS Charles H. Roan DD-853: Richard F. Souza (850) 261-
1360, souza6@cox.net

USS Chewaucan AOG-50: John Olsen  (630) 323-1696, 
jlolsen1@comcast.net

USS Cimarron AO-22 : Joyce King (702) 438-5165, 
JK702@Embarqmail.com 

USS Cleveland LPD-7: Jack Greeson (972) 775-4115, jack-
greeson@hotmail.com

USS Constant MSO-427: Pat Roig (203) 743-7939, 
Proig@snet.net

USS Constellation CVA/CV-64.: Melba Anderson  (361) 664-
6106, e.andersen@sbcglobal.net

USS Coswell DD-547: Larry Salley (864) 268-3365, 
lsalley3@charter.net

USS Currier: Susan Cohen (410) 747-8637, 
shockaglow@gmail.com

USS Davidson DE/FF-1045: Mike Peck (952) 922-8536, 
davidson1045@msn.com

USS Davis DD-937: Peter T. Lennon (860) 747-8761, 
ptlii37@aol.com

USS Delta AR-9: Bob Blodgett (818) 2540, 
frzrprkmary@yahoo.com

USS Douglas H. Fox DD-779: Joe Sczyrek (201) 563-1264, 
dd779association@verizon.net

USS Endicott DD-595/DMS-35: Ted Wieber (636) 579-1357, 
tjw2453969@aol.com

USS Enterprise CVN-65: Charles Teller (409) 599-5690, 
steller@galvestonecvb.com

USS Eversole DD-789: Thomas Trainham (770) 320-7511, 
tjt1958@yahoo.com

USS Francis Marion APA/LPA-249: Bob Martin (781) 665-
9222, swampfox249@verizon.net

USS Furse DD/DDR-882: Martin Muenscher  314 739 4833, 
Mwuenscher@sbcglobal.net

USS Hamner DD-718: Patty Keys (301) 262-5516, patty216@
gmail.com

USS Hanson DD/DDR-832: Jerry Matthews (360) 262-9501, 
mjmcrego@msn.com

USS Harold J. Ellison DD-864: Brian Grant (203) 374-4732, 
dgrant2045@netzero.net

USS Harry E. Yarnell DLG/CG-17 : Glenn Hunsberger (757) 
287-5429, glenn_hunsberger@ussharryeyarnell.com

USS Hissem DE/DER 700: Bob Morstadt  (631) 981-2584
USS Holder DD/DDE-819, DE-401: James de Barrios (831) 

458-9062, ussholder_dde819@hotmail.com

USS Hollister DD-788: Ed Gunderson (518) 842-7126, 
gunder788@nycap.rr.com

USS Hull DD-350, DD-945: R. Modell 
www.usshullassociation.org

USS Hunt DD-674: Susie Wilson (609) 494-5874, 
SusieWilson52@hotmail.com

USS Huse DE-145: David Perlstein (561) 368-7167, 
dbp14@hotmail.com

USS Indiana BB-58: Albert J. Vicarelli  (631) 734-5001
USS Ingersoll DD-652/990: Don Molowski (724) 547-5573, 

pdmolowski@verizon.net
USS James J. Polk SSBN/SSN-645 : Gino Bovino (908) 369-

8765, Bovinowelding@comcast.net, 
reunion2012@ussjameskpolk.com

USS Jarvis DD-799: Joe Tombrella  (772) 978-7854, 
JoeNGerry@att.net

USS John R. Craig DD-885: Jerry Chwalek  (734) 525-1494, 
jermail@ameritech.net 

USS John W. Weeks DD-701: Len Budzynski (419) 878-3747, 
lenski@bex.net

USS Jonas Ingram DD-938: Pete Ventola (973) 627-7491, 
pete.ventola@att.net

USS Kirk DE/FF-1087: Hugh Doyle  (401) 855-1514, 
hdoyle2439@aol.com

USS L. Y. Spear AS-36 : Patty Kelso  (913) 677-1837, 
pattykelso@usslyspear.org

USS La Salle LPD/AGF-3 : Arnet Hagen (360) 387-7710, 
einer2@juno.com 

USS Lawe DD-763: Owen Turner (781) 891-3043, 
usslawe@msn.com

USS Laws DD-558 : Gene Farmer (913) 294-4244, dige-
farmer@cebridge.net

USS Leahy DLG-16 (1964-67): Robert Jeffries (574) 268-
7678, bljeffries@embarqmail.com

USS Leary DD/DDR-879: Dick Englander (941) 341-0770, 
creliba@verizon.net

USS Leonard F. Mason DD-852: Wayne Thompson  (619) 339-
8846, gonavynow@yahoo.com

USS Leyte CV-32: W. Van Wagenen  (732) 727-5993, 
Leyte1956@aol.com

USS McMorris DE-1036: Jules Galbreth (972) 219-9674, 
julorgal@yahoo.com

USS Meredith DD-434, 726, 890: Richard Kutschbach (740) 
774-3894, dk1962@gmail.com

USS Miller DD-535: LeRoy Kock (610) 929-8343
USS Missinewa A0-144: Elaine Brockhaus (843) 903-2745, 

kebrockhaus@aol.com 
USS Monrovia APA-31: Bob Mandt (386) 846-0343, 

APA-31@comcast.net
USS Mountrail APA-213: Don DiCoio (973) 696-3725, 

dicoio44@aol.com
USS Mt. Katmai AE-16: Mickey Ganitch (510) 352 1257, 

MBGanitch@earthlink.net
USS Mt. Olympus AGC-8: Joan Coratti (386) 788-6451, 

jhamster@aol.com
USS Mullany DD-528: Jon E. Miller (309) 444-2408, 

webmaster@ussmullany.org
USS Navarro APA-215: Carl Shaulis  (218) 481-9730, 

carlshaulis@att.net 
USS Oglethorpe AKA-100: Ron Williamson (908) 475-4435, 

misty639@embarqmail.com
USS Oriskany CVA-34: Sherwood Winkel (773) 841-6532, 

swink43@att.net
USS Perkins DDR-877 : Bob Linton (314) 397-2388, 

malinton@sbcglobal.net
USS Perry DD-844: Steve Silk (973) 696-2268, 

steve@ussperry.com
USS Piedmont AD-17: Warren Hopkins (707) 795-4111, 

vfw3237@sbcglobal.net
USS Plymouth Rock LSD-29: David Dortch  (870) 236-3725, 

tazrhondave@yahoo.com 
USS Proteus AS-19: Paul Castle  (619) 237-1314, 

Paul1@ix.netcom.com 
USS Reeves DLG-24/CG-24: Michael Robertson (509) 315-

8170, Michael.D.Robertson@comcast.net
USS Rendova CVE-114: Chucl Fecay  (313) 565-1515, 

cfecay@att.net
USS Rocky Mount AGC-3: Lewis Unterman (561) 637-2529, 

lunterman@bellsouth.net
USS Rodman DD-456/DMS-21 : Norman Simonelli  (757) 464-

2845, Normies@aol.com
USS Salem CA-139: Eileen Daniels (352) 326-5377, 

bedaniels53@aol.com
USS Salisbury Sound AV-13 : Marian Bruce (505) 293-3841, 

Brubru@comcast.net

USS Sam Houston SSBN/SSN-609: Howard Dobson (302) 
764-1197, howardvaldobson@verizon.net

USS Santa Fe, CL-60 (1942-46): David Gri�  th  (818) 883-
6286, Lorraine.Myers@sbcglobal.net

USS Saratoga CV-3, CVA/CA-60: Harvey Hirsch 
(877) 360-7272

USS Schofi eld DEG/FFG-3: Ron Spagna (724) 335-5204, 
ron6978@comcast.net

USS Sea Cat SS-39: Shelby McLeod (936) 5112, 
webmaster@ussseacat.com

USS Seattle AOE-3: Vic Hellberg (641) 725-6882, 
plankowner4@gmail.com

continued on page 54 ➤
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THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT Sokolove Law, LLC (LLP in certain states), Wellesley/MA. Jim Sokolove admitted MA/NY only. 100 Church 
Street New York/NY. Members: Hardy Croxton, Rogers/AR, Rich Grabow, 10 Grand Street Hartford/CT (860) 633-1511, Ken LaVan, Ft. 
Lauderdale/FL, Nick Nighswander, Florence/KY, Michael Breaux, Gonzales, admitted LA, Gregg Hobbie, NJ. The choice of a lawyer is an 
important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be 
performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers. ���	���������
�
������������������������	�����
����������
������������������������������������������������������	����������	���.  Prior results do not guarantee similar outcome. The Wyoming State 
Bar does not certify any lawyer as a specialist or expert. Anyone considering a lawyer should independently investigate the lawyer’s credentials 
and ability, and not rely upon advertisements or self-proclaimed expertise. FREE BACKGROUND INFORMATION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

800-584-6040

� Asbestos exposure causes 

mesothelioma

� Nearly 1/3 of mesothelioma 

cases involve US Navy or 

shipyard exposures

� $30 billion is available for 

asbestos victims and may help 

cover medical bills and provide 

������������	���


Diagnosed with
Mesothelioma?
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The Vacurect™ Vacuum Erection Device (VED) is

Covered by Medicare & Most Private Insurance

�
�����������������������	������������	�����������������	���������������������������

Call today TOLL-FREE!

1-877-266-7699

BONRO Medical Inc.

4490 Washington Rd., 

Bldg. 100, Suite 16, 

Evans, GA. 30809

Visit our website: www.bonro.com

�  Yes, I would like to receive a free patient information kit.

Name _____________________________________

Address ___________________________________

City ________________State ______Zip ________

Phone ____________________________________

Please fax (706) 210-4740 or mail completed coupon to:

BONRO Medical: P.O. Box 1880 Evans, GA 30809

Your Impotence Solution Has A New Design!

VACURECT™

RECOMMENDED 
BY DOCTORS 
WORLDWIDE!

competitor’s vacuum

erection devices

vacurect

one piece design

OR

VFW.08.12
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P
ost 10049’s Military 

Museum in Simi 

Valley, Calif., started 

with a poster collec-

tion and one member’s 

desire to share history 

with his community. That same 

desire spread to many members. 

Nigel “Tony” Boucher, Post 

senior vice commander and 

Vietnam War vet, started accu-

mulating military posters after he 

was discharged from the Navy in 

the 1970s. 

The collection started when 

Boucher was traveling the United 

States while working for the 

motion picture industry. “I love 

art and you could get these great 

lithographs cheap,” Boucher said.  

The posters consist of everything 

from recruiting propaganda to 

war bonds. The oldest dates back 

to 1908 and the collection con-

tinues through each war until 

modern day. In total, Boucher 

has collected approximately 100 

posters. 

After joining VFW four years 

ago, he started bringing his col-

lection to social functions to add 

to the Post’s décor. “I was using 

the posters whenever we had 

a holiday coming up,” Boucher 

said. “For example, around the 

Pearl Harbor anniversary I’d 

bring anything related to the 

event.”    

Since Boucher’s retirement, the post-

er project has  reached new heights. He 

proposed to the town’s marketing direc-

tor the idea of using a vacant store front 

to showcase his collection. “The city 

went for it,” he said. “Everyone seemed 

to think it was a great idea.”

The display started in a small shop in 

Simi Valley’s mall in 2011. But because 

of the exhibit’s popularity, Boucher’s 

collection moved to a more spa-

cious store when an American Eagle 

Outfi tters outlet moved out. 

“It was perfect for a museum,” 

Boucher said. “There were so many dif-

ferent cubicles for separating time peri-

ods, such as WWI from WWII.”

With that in mind, Post 10049 and its 

Ladies Auxiliary joined forces in hopes 

of turning the abandoned outlet into 

a historical center for their local com-

munity. “We put our heads together 

and under the direction of Tony and his 

wife, Jill, who both have artistic back-

grounds, we grabbed paint brushes and 

brooms and got to work on making it 

happen,” said Wayne Wright, District 7 

commander in California. 

Between the location change, Post 

commitment and community members 

who donated personal items, the display 

grew from posters to a variety of mili-

tary memorabilia that dates back to the 

Spanish-American War of 1898. It now 

includes weaponry, fl ags and a picture 

showcase of veterans from Simi Valley. 

It also has a large collection of every 

service’s uniform since WWI. 

“We have great pride in it,” Wright 

said. “VFW history is there and it gener-

ates great pride in our service, our his-

tory and the fact we can share this with 

our community.” 

The museum itself runs on commu-

nity donations and volunteer dedication, 

neither of which is in short supply. Tour 

groups from elementary and high school 

history classes, college students and Boy 

Scouts are some of the regular visitors at 

the VFW Military Museum. 

Ladies 

Auxiliary and 

Post volunteers 

proudly run the 

establishment 

and consider it 

an educational 

opportunity for 

anyone who 

walks through 

the door. 

 “It’s there to educate young people, 

to show them that the freedom we have 

is because of veterans who served,” said 

Boucher.           ✪

E-MAIL kdawson@vfw.org

VFW In Action

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE COMMUNITY   ★  BY KATHERINE DAWSON

Post Turns Vacant Store 
into Military Museum

Members use an abandoned building as an education center 

to enlighten youth about the contributions of veterans. 

“VFW HISTORY IS THERE 
and it generates great pride in our service, our history 
and the fact we can share this with our community.”

—WAYNE WRIGHT, DISTRICT 7 COMMANDER IN CALIFORNIA.

Visitors enjoy the poster collection and 

artifacts assembled by Post 10049 inside 

the Military Museum. Civil Air Patrol 

Squadron 1986 members view the Gold 

Star display assembled by the Post.
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Member Corner

TIPS AND NEWS ON RECRUITING MEMBERS   ★  BY TIM DYHOUSE

V
FW’s Cross of Malta is 

the organization’s offi cial 

logo, an easily identifi able 

image that symbolizes the 

organization’s reasons 

for existence. VFW’s 

Quartermaster General says that’s why 

his offi ce guards the 81-year-old logo so 

vigilantly. 

“We have the strongest voice for vet-

erans on Capitol Hill, provide assistance 

to families of veterans, help veterans fi le 

VA claims, offer educational scholar-

ships and assist military families and 

our communities,” Bob Greene said. 

“This is why we need to protect the 

integrity of VFW’s name and logo.”

VFW’s legal ownership of the Cross 

of Malta dates to June 9, 1931, when it 

trademarked the image. That distinc-

tion, pursuant to U.S. Code Title 36, 

Chapter 7A, Sections 111-120, gives VFW 

the exclusive right to use the name 

“Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 

States” and the Cross of Malta emblem 

and badges adopted by the organization.

“This means that VFW has registered 

the precise logo appearing on your mer-

chandise with the U.S. Patent Offi ce,” 

Greene explained. “Furthermore, it is 

a federal offense to use the name or 

emblem of a federally chartered vet-

erans organization, according to U.S. 

Code, Title 18, Section 705.”

That section of the U.S. Code explains 

that infringement occurs when a vio-

lator uses a trademark or logo that is 

identical or “confusingly similar” to the 

protected image. When this happens, 

the owner, in this case VFW, may com-

mence legal proceedings against a party 

that infringes the registration.

In Sections 804 and 805 of VFW’s 

bylaws, no Post, District, county coun-

cil, state or other VFW unit—including 

offi cers and members—has authority 

to grant the right to use the phrase 

“Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 

States,” or any form thereof, includ-

ing the acronym “VFW” or any VFW 

emblem.

“The only way someone has the 

authority to use the VFW name or 

emblem would be to 

obtain a purchase 

order or license 

agreement from 

VFW National 

Headquarters,” 

Greene 

explained.

To get per-

mission, Greene 

says interested parties 

should submit a written 

request to the commander-in-chief’s 

offi ce at national headquarters. They 

must explain how, when and where 

they want to use it. Based on that, VFW 

will either grant or decline permission. 

“Aside from special dispensation, 

the VFW Store is the only authorized 

source to use the VFW name and Cross 

of Malta on apparel, caps or other mer-

chandise,” Greene said. “If you need 

something outside of the vast selection 

at www.vfwstore.org or the VFW Store 

catalog, call 1-800-821-2606 and speak to 

the certifi ed customization consultant 

about special purchases, quantity and 

custom orders.”

According to Greene, Sec. 715 of 

VFW’s bylaws notes that 10% of the 

VFW Store’s net profi ts are rebated 

back to the respective Department each 

fi scal period.

“So when you buy from the VFW 

Store, your money stays in VFW and all 

Protecting the Integrity 
of VFW’s Logo

Counterfeit use of VFW’s name and emblem costs the 

entire organization, both in perception and monetarily.

levels benefi t, whereas all profi ts from 

counterfeit merchandise go directly into 

a vendor’s pockets,” he said.

Greene, who says infringement of 

VFW’s logo is “widespread,” believes 

that all VFW members have a responsi-

bility to guard against improper use of 

the Cross of Malta.

 “The integrity of the VFW logo is 

dependent on your commitment to 

protect it, and your vigilance is crucial 

in eliminating ‘knock-offs,’  ” Greene 

says. “If you encounter anyone illegally 

reproducing the VFW logo, notify my 

offi ce immediately.”

For more information: 

E-MAIL qmgeneral@vfw.org

Each design aspect of VFW’s Cross of 

Malta symbolizes something special. 

The cross, radiating rays, and Great 

Seal of the U.S. together symbolize the 

character, vows and purposes distin-

guishing VFW as an order of warriors 

who have traveled far from home to 

defend sacred principles. 

Its eight points represent the beati-

tudes prescribed in the Sermon on the 

Mount: Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

the meek, the pure, the merciful, the 

peacemakers; blessed are they who 

mourn, seek righteousness and are per-

secuted for righteousness’ sake. VFW 

added the sun’s rays between the 

eight points and the cross. These 

emphasize the vigor and warmth 

with which the present-day broth-

erhood is pledged to defend the 

nation and to extend its mercy. 

Superimposed over the cross is the 

American eagle—the sacred sym-

bol of a proud nation and people. 

While the Maltese Cross has reli-

gious origins and was used by the cru-

sading Knights of St. John as a battle 

standard centuries ago, it is equally 

relevant today as a symbol of all those 

battling for noble ideals. 

Cross of Malta’s 

Design
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G
radual hearing loss is a com-

mon symptom of aging, 

but also has recently been 

associated with Alzheimer’s 

disease or other types of 

dementia. 

According to a recently published 

study by researchers at Johns Hopkins 

University, the risk of dementia appears 

to rise as hearing declines. Older people 

with even mild hearing impairment 

were nearly twice as likely as those with 

normal hearing to develop dementia, 

the study found. And when severe hear-

ing loss is present, the risk nearly quin-

tupled.

Researchers also suggest that improv-

ing hearing can stave off depression, 

which can lead to other mental and 

physical maladies. “No one would think 

of not treating their high blood pres-

sure, but hearing loss is still perceived 

as not that bad for you,” said lead 

researcher Dr. Frank Lin.  

He adds that hearing loss has an 

enormous impact on the lives of his 

patients and their family members. “Yet 

because it is such a slow and insidi-

ous process, it is often left ignored and 

untreated,” Lin said.  Early treatment 

with hearing aids may help.  

To fi nd out how VFW can help you 

get treatment for your hearing loss, call 

the VFW Member Benefi ts Department 

at 1-800-821-2606, option 3. 

Benefi ts of Membership

Hearing Loss Linked to Dementia

GETTING THE MOST FROM YOUR VFW MEMBERSHIP

I
nterest rates are historically 

low, making the dream of being 

mortgage-free a reality for those 

with the foresight to refi nance 

from a 30-year term to a 15-year 

term. And the benefi ts don’t stop 

with an earlier-than-expected mortgage 

payoff. Here are a few other benefi ts to 

consider:

• A shorter term at a lower rate can cut 

your interest payments and save you 

tens or hundreds of thousands of dol-

lars over the life of the loan.

• Being mortgage-free sooner can put 

you in a much more comfortable place 

for retirement. You may even be able 

to retire earlier, if you wish.

• Your monthly payment may be lower 

and that can mean more money stays 

in your pocket each month.

• You could take advantage of some 

of your equity to get money for other 

purposes, like debt consolidation, 

home improvements and repairs or 

tuition payments.

Even if you’re not ready to refi nance to 

a 15-year term, refi nancing to a 30-year 

term could lower your monthly payment 

and may be another good option.

So what should you consider before 

signing on the dotted line? There can 

be costs associated with refi nancing, 

including fees (title search, appraisal, 

application, land survey), insurance 

and closing costs. Some VFW members 

may be eligible for programs where 

many of these costs are eliminated. You 

can learn more about home loans and 

refi nancing by calling 1-800-821-2606, 

option 1.

Home Ownership Made Easy

Reunions & Claims  
 continued from page 50

USS Shelton DD-790: Ron Kunkel (406) 277-4445, 
kunkel_330@yahoo.com

USS Shenandoah AD-26: David Zapf (505) 890-0113
USS Solace AH-5: Chuck Jones  (903) 243-3713
USS Southerland DD-743: John Jones (402) 431-1661, 

jearlj@cox.net
USS Spiegel Grove, LSD-32: Phil Sengle (860) 552-4540, 

psengle@gmail.com
USS Stockham DD-683: Don and Betty Nace  (717) 764-1081, 

rghimler@aol.com
USS Straub DE-181: Robert LaFlamme 337 Elm St., Enfi eld, 

CT, 06082
USS Stribling DD-867: Larry Fehlinger (812) 934-5440, 

Slfehlinger@etczone.com
USS Taconic AGC-17: David J. Asselin (321) 631-6928
USS Taylor DD/DDE-468: Otto Zipf  (703) 257-5474, 

pozipf@earthlink.com
USS Terrell County: Leroy Duncan (618) 920-3372, 

dunkydo9@aol.com 
USS Tolovana AO-64: Cecil Hensley (843) 685-9112,  

chensley19@sc.rr.com
USS Truxtun DLGN/CGN-35: Jerry Lane  (915) 821-1436, 

President@truxtunassn.org 
USS Tutuila ARG-4: Randy Pilak (414) 321-8195, 

amersailr@netzero.com
USS Vreeland DE/FF-1068: Mark Smith (817) 454-5051, 

mlsmith100000@aol.com
USS Walton DE-361: Jerry Hudson (573) 291-1922, 

marjer67@ktis.net
USS Warington DD-843 : Stan Prager  (916) 791-6700, 

Stashuman843@msn.com
USS Wedderburn DD-684: Sedney Lanier (910) 389-5701, 

llanierdd684@gmail.com
USS West Point AP-23: Ed Barton (843) 482-0814, 

GEBarton@homesc.com 
USS Wilkes-Barre CL-103: Bob DiDonno (860) 690-9215, 

bdidonno@aol.com
USS Yellowstone AD-27: Paul Bowen (352) 854-1387, 

bowp@att.net
VAP-61/VAP-62/VJ-61/VJ-62: Jim Temple (757) 721-3077, 

Templej2@cox.net
VP-205/VPB-205/VP-45: Buck Jones (601) 528-9374, 

bpj1927@yahoo.com
VPB/VP-26 Patrol Sqdn.: Jerry Schroeder  (630) 377-1361, 

chat604@att.net

ALL BRANCHES
18th Korean War Veterans : Dick Gallmeyer  1-800-523-4715, 

MSG1gal@aol.com

PROPOSED
190th Assault Helicopter Co.: Don Bortz (636) 327-3824 

dbortz1018@aol.com
3rd Tactical Fighter Wing (Bien Hoa) : Buddy Tate 

(336) 260-0467, tate4224@bellsouth.net
541st Trans. Guntrickers, Cold Sweat, Portnoff-Farmer-

Freeman-Carresso 1968: Sgt. Oliver NCOIC Cold Sweat Jr.  
(479) 675 9824, Landoliver@hotmail.com

Philippines, Leyte-Taclobin, Biak, New Guinea, 
Pearl Harbor—Seeking Pearl Harbor survivors or nurse 
stationed at 9th General Hospital to substantiate claim. 
–Casimir Stevens, (505) 602-5880
2nd Bn., 94th Arty, Feb. or March 1971, Lam Son 
719—Seeking Benny Valentine or anyone else who 
remembers me receiving a concussion from a 122mm 
rocket that landed in Benny Valentine’s bunker to 
substantiate medical claim.—James Keeney (660) 
973-7345
Korat, Thailand, 1965-66—Seeking anyone who 
served with me at that time to substantiate Agent 
Orange claim.—Victor T. Fleury (907) 745-1644,
ltf@me.com
C Co., BLT 1st Bn., 4th Marines, 3rd Marine Div. 
(Rein) FMF, March 1971-Apr. 1972—Anyone from this 
unit or on board the USS Dubuque LPD-3 in Okinawa to 
help substantiate Agent Orange claim.—Derrick Horne 
(270) 761-1202

 continued from page 51
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Be A VFW Magazine

FAN

www.facebook.com/VFWmagazine

www.twitter.com/VFWmag

viamedic.com/troops

800.713.5057
ORDER ONLINE, BY PHONE OR  MOBILE DEVICE!

HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL

               Unlimited range  Hybrid  
                      

                      

 

 ❖ FREE BROCHURE ❖ 

           Palmer Industries Inc.
           P. O.Box  5707ASH

           Endicott NY 13760

Call  800-847-1304

   SMALL SCOOTERS,   PEDAL/ ELECTRIC
   TRIKES, & ELECTRIC KITS FOR TRIKES

            50
           Mile
        Electric

www.palmerind.com

  in 

USA

Since

1973
Made 

10% Tax Credit

electrics. One hand operated   New! 
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W
ill Swenson is a hero by 

all standards. He has 

proven he is the kind 

of man to charge into 

a fi refi ght. He did just 

that to help retrieve 

the bodies of Marines killed in Ganjgal 

in Afghanistan’s Kunar province.

The former Army captain fought to 

save lives. Yet he quietly retired from 

the military in February 2011 with no 

fanfare and unrecognized for his valor.

“I’ll put it this way, if it wasn’t for him, 

I wouldn’t be alive today,” said Dakota 

Meyer, the Marine who was awarded the 

Medal of Honor on Sept. 15, 2011.

Meyer recently told Military Times

that it is “ridiculous” 

that Swenson had not yet 

received some form of 

recognition.

Charlene Westbrook, 

widow of Army Sgt. 

1st Class Kenneth 

Westbrook who died as 

a result of the Sept. 8, 

2009, battle, agrees. (Westbrook sus-

tained a gunshot wound to the face and 

neck, and died the following month at 

Walter Reed Army Medical Center.)

“I don’t understand how the Army 

isn’t awarding him something that he 

clearly, clearly deserves,” Charlene said 

of Swenson.

But that is most likely about to change.

Swenson has been nominated for the 

Medal of Honor for his actions in the 

battle for which Meyer received the 

nation’s highest honor.

If Swenson is awarded the Medal of 

Honor, it would be the fi rst time that 

two service members received it for 

the same action since the 1993 Battle of 

Mogadishu in Somalia.

Then a member of 1st Brigade, 

1st Infantry Division, Swenson was 

involved in planning the mission to 

meet with villagers near the Pakistan 

border. He was assured that fi re support 

would be available, if needed.

But when he repeatedly called 

Forward Operating Base (FOB) Joyce for 

fi re support during the battle, his request 

was denied and help didn’t arrive. 

Swenson, the trainer of the Afghan 

Border Police unit in Shakani, was told 

that no helicopters were available.

“This is unbelievable,” Swenson told 

reporter Jonathan Landay at that time. 

“We have a platoon [of Afghan army] 

out there, and we’ve got no Hotel Echo 

[high-explosive artillery shells]. We’re 

pinned down.”

His frustrations were evident during 

the investigation of the six-hour fi refi ght.

“When I’m being second-guessed by 

somebody that’s sitting in an air-condi-

tioned tactical operations center, why 

[the] hell am I even out here in the fi rst 

place?” Swenson asked of investigators. 

“If I am willing to put my initials on it, 

I understand the importance of making 

sure the rounds hit where they are sup-

posed to hit.”

Aside from attending Meyer’s Medal 

of Honor ceremony at the White House, 

Swenson has avoided the spotlight.

Marine Gen. John Allen recommend-

ed Swenson for the medal, saying it was 

“the right thing to do” despite a lapse of 

two years. Allen, the top commander in 

Afghanistan, took a personal interest in 

the intense engagement, which also led 

to the awarding of two Navy Crosses.

Marine 1st Lt. Ademola Fabayo and 

Marine Staff Sgt. Juan Rodriguez-

Chavez both received Navy Crosses in 

June for their actions at Ganjgal. They 

were in the Humvee with Swenson and 

Meyer on their last trip into the village 

under heavy enemy fi re.

Fabayo and Swenson also worked 

together to evacuate more casualties 

under fi re in an unarmored Ford Ranger 

pickup truck used by Afghan forces.

“He is a remarkable person, offi cer and 

soldier,” said Staff Sgt. Matt McKenzie, 

who was based at FOB Joyce with the 1st 

Bn., 32nd Inf. Regt., 3rd BCT, 10th Mtn. 

Div. “I was in the TOC that day, and it 

was sad to hear what was going on, but 

not be able to help them personally.”

Swenson and Meyer hardly knew 

each other, and Fabayo and Chavez 

were stationed at different bases. Yet in 

the end, these four men came together 

to do what few others would do under 

the same circumstances.

“He is very deserving,” said 

McKenzie, now a squad leader for 

wounded warriors at Brooke Army 

Medical Center in San Antonio. “I feel 

honored for having known and served 

with him.”                                                      ✪

E-MAIL jblankenship@vfw.org

Vets in Focus

INSPIRING PROFILES OF VETS FROM RECENT WARS   ★  BY JANIE BLANKENSHIP

Former Army Captain Nominated 
for Medal of Honor

Will Swenson is described as a ‘remarkable soldier’ so it’s no 

wonder his heroism in Afghanistan is now up for recognition.

Will Swenson’s heroic 

actions in Afghanistan on 

Sept. 8, 2009, convinced his 

commanders to nominate him 

for the Medal of Honor.

W I L L  S W E N S O N

WAR  ZONE: Afghanistan

DATE: Sept. 8, 2009

UNIT: 1st Bde., 1st Inf. Div.

ROLE: Adviser
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CHECK KEY CODE: VFW-120807MINIMUM ORDER 5 COINS

Coins enlarged to show detailPrices subject to change due to fl uctuations in gold market. Prices will remain at dealer cost.

24 HOURS A DAY  •  7 DAYS A WEEK

1.877.817.1220

FINAL RELEASEI f you had $25,000 in gold in 2001 at $290 per oz you would have over $100,000 at 
today’s gold prices. Numerous experts are now predicting gold at $5,000 an ounce; your 
$25,000 could be worth $125,000 in the near future. This at cost offer for American citizens may 
be your fi nal opportunity to own government gold free of dealer mark up. Due to extremely 
limited supplies we must adhere to a strict limit of ten coins per household. Nationwide Coin 
and Bullion Reserve has set these beautiful U.S. Government gold coins for immediate public 
release and cannot guarantee suffi cient inventory to supply current demand. This at cost public 
offer will sell out immediately. Overage orders may be cancelled and your checks returned 
uncashed. Ordering now may be your last chance to own these magnifi cent government issued 
gold coins at this level. Order now to avoid disappointment.  CALL TOLL FREE 877-817-1220

NATIONWIDE COIN AND BULLION RESERVE announces the fi nal release of 2,500 
congressionally authorized, fully backed by the U.S. Government, completely free of 
dealer mark up, $5 Gold American Eagles at the incredible price of only $165.00 each.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS NOW AVAILABLE FOR ORDERS OVER $25,000

AT COST OFFER   



Slate

Navy

Brown

Consider the Fine Details:
• Six True Executive Colors
• Fine Deluxe Woven Polyester
• Full Proportion Tailoring
• Easy NO IRON Automatic

Machine Wash & Wear
• 100% Permanent Press
• 4 Deep No Hole Pockets
• No-Roll Waist Band
• Indestructible Zipper
• Hook & Eye Closure

— Order yours TODAY!

2 for $24    3 for $36
4 for $48    5 for $60

$12 a Pair — But not for much longer!
It’s our ONE-TIME ONLY “Miracle Price”
on our finest dress slacks! Why spend 
$45 to $85 per pair for lesser slacks?
Why go to the trouble of shopping all 
over town? Join over 7 million demanding
executives nationwide and get these
universally respected Haband Business
Slacks at the low price of $12 a pair
when you buy 2! Your dress slacks arrive
perfectly fit, most impressive, fresh, sharp 
and all ready to wear.

Grey

Black

Haband #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834

Visa      MC       Discover®

AmEx   Check      Network

Imported

Waist:   32   34   35   36   
37   38   39   40   42   44

*Big Men ($3 more per pair) 
46 48 50 52 54

Inseams:   26   27 28 29
30 31 32 [33 & 34
inseams available in 
32 to 44 waists only]Send ____ slacks. I enclose $_______ 

purchase price, and only $5.99 
shipping & handling. In GA add tax. 

On-Line Quick Order

TAN
GREY

BLACK
SLATE
NAVY

BROWN

WHAT
WAIST?

WHAT
INSEAM?

HOW
MANY? 78A–Ø9ØPØ

Ø2
Ø6
Ø1
8A
Ø3
Ø4

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of merchandise purchase price.
When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from your
account as soon as the same day we receive your payment, and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution.

Tan

Imported

Famous Maker Set of 3 Belts! 
Even sizes. 32 to 58. Genuine Leather.
Black & Brown, assorted styles.

70R89 (31) assorted    $10 per set
How Many

What Size: ______        Sets: ______

Card # ___________________________________________ Exp.: ____/____

Mr. Mrs. Ms.____________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________ Apt. # _________

City & State _______________________________________Zip ___________

Phone/Email _____________________________________________________

Call: 1-800-543-4810 or Go Online: www.                .com/bestdeals

Duke Habernickel
#1 Bargain Place

Jessup, PA 18434-1834


